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Achievement, Confidence & Pride 

Thursday, 17th September 2020.

Dear Parents and Families 
 
We have reached the end of term. Well done 
to everyone for your best efforts during this 
COVID impacted term. 
 

Farewell 
My time as Acting Principal at Avondale 
Primary School has come to an end. Initially I 
was only here for Term 1 but COVID 19 
intervened so I stayed for three terms! I would 
like to thank the staff and students for making 
me so welcome. This is a terrific school with a 
great sense of community. You have some of 
the hardest working and caring teachers 
looking after your children and providing them 
with a great educational program.  
In preparing the weekly newsletter, I was 
relieved and pleased to have the contribution 
from Morrigan. Her articles are a reminder to 
us all that we can make a difference to the 
well-being of the planet. She has challenged 
our thinking and asked us to change our habits. 
I have really enjoyed reading her weekly 
contribution. As a community, if there is 
someone out there who can offer her a work 
placement that aligns with her commitment to 
sustainability when she is in Year 10 then 
please let us know? It may be a way into the 
future but she can chase you up in 4 years! 

It is exciting for the school to have a new 
Principal. No doubt some things will change 
but that is a good thing. The new building is 
also an exciting prospect for the Avondale 
Heights community. Being able to provide a 
top quality education in new facilities makes 
teachers work easier.   

I would also like to thank School Council for 
their support; there is a great team of parents 
and teachers leading the school.  

Best wishes to all the families at Avondale 
Primary School. Whatever negative impact the 
COVID 19 has had on student learning will be 
quickly caught up next term and during the first 
few months of next year. The Department of 
Education is considering extra support but 
once the students are back amongst their 
friends and their teachers they will settle back 
into a good routine. 

Farewell to Ros Blake 
Best wishes to Ros Blake who retires from the 
office after many years working at Avondale 
Primary School. 
 
New Build Update 
The architects are working furiously to design 
the new building as the project is not allowed 
to go over time. We are at the exciting stage 
where we can see the classrooms and learning 
spaces start to take effect. 
 
Friday dismissal time is 2.15 
 
Enjoy the holiday break, stay safe. Hopefully 
we will be allowed a few more concessions 
where we can reconnect with family and 
friends. 
 
Dr Bette Prange                          Acting Principal 
 
Inspirational Quote: 
“The struggle you are in today is developing 

the strength you need for tomorrow.” –   

www.daily quotes.co 

 

http://www.daily/
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Farwell message from Ros Blake 
 
Dear Avondale families and staff, 

I began working at Avondale Primary School on 6th August 1995. At that 
time our son Andrew was in grade 3 and daughter Emily in grade Prep.   
My part time role as Administration Support Officer (then only 15 hours a 
week) suited myself and the family. As the school grew the position 
became almost full time. 

Over the 25 years I have made many friendships with both staff and 
families. Whilst I will miss everyone at APS (especially the kids), I am 
looking forward to “slowing down” and semi retiring with my husband. 

I would like to thank the Principals I have worked with over the years, 
including Paul Mulroyan and Bette Prange. A special thank you to my office colleagues, Maria and 
Sue, and all the staff for their support and friendships over the years.  

I wish you all the best for your future at APS and I’m looking forward to seeing the new school when 
it’s completed. 

Best wishes,  

Ros Blake 

Book  Reviews – Tried and Treasured 

Blended by Sharon M. Draper 

Isabella is 11 years old and comes from a biracial family. People 

often describe her as ‘exotic’ a term she dislikes. Her parents 

share custody and every weekend she is handed back from one 

parent to another. Although she loves both households she often 

doesn’t know where she fits. Music is her lifesaver. After her 

parents get engaged, each to another partner, their weddings are 

to be held on the same day, which escalates their normal 

bickering, causing more complications. There’s a robbery and 

shots are fired with tragic repercussions.  This book deals with 

racism, prejudice, divorce and mixed families. Best suited to 10 years plus. 

By Liz Oruba 
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Make a Wish 
Through the Royal Children’s Hospital I was granted a wish. On Friday 11 of 
September I got to meet with my favourite cook, Justine Schofield. We met 
on Zoom for two hours, but before that I received a list of ingredients to buy. 
After introductions and a chat we worked through the recipe and baked 
cookies. We made caramel choc chip and hazelnut cookies. We had so much 
fun and at the end we got to eat them. I learnt that Justine Schofield is on 
television sometimes and you can go onto her website Everyday Gourmet.  
 
The time went really fast and I loved working with her, she was lovely and 
supported me through making the cookies. I had a great time, it was like 
starting at school time and we finished at ‘snack’ time. 

By Poppy Grade 2C. 
 

 
 
See recipe on page 5 courtesy of Justine Schofield 

By Poppy Grade 2C. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Term 4 Sunsafe Reminder 
Remember to bring your hat to school each day next term.  Term 4 is a no hat no play term so hunt 
out your school hat and put it in your school bag over the holidays.          
 

 
Saving (Y)our World instalment 22: Climate change denial  

     by: Morrigan R 
Now there is plenty talk of climate change around. But what can you believe? What is the 
truth and what are lies? Why can’t climate change deniers see the clear evidence? How can 
you tell the difference between fact and fib? Find out in this week’s instalment of Saving 
(Y)our World. 
 
First off: What’s the truth and how do you tell it from the lies? The truth is, climate change is 
a problem that many people ignore because the effects take time. It’s like smoking; no-one 
really worries about it, because it can take up to forty years to kill you, not just a day. But this 
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is an even bigger problem because it doesn’t just effect one person who knows the risks but 
does it anyway, it effects thousands--no, millions of innocents who weren’t involved and even 
people who tried to stop it. But, like smoking, if you stop soon enough the effects will wane-
-or maybe even die out. We are quickly approaching the time when that will not be a 
possibility. When the world will get lung cancer and it’ll only be a matter of time. The truth is 
that we need to do something. The lies tell us that it’s not a problem--or that it doesn’t exist. 
In fact, it was nicknamed ‘climate change’ to make it sound natural and like it should be 
happening. This is how the truth is hidden.  
 
Secondly, what is the climate change denial movement? The climate change denial movement 
is something led by people who would rather make profit than do the right thing. In fact, 97% 
of all climate scientists agree that climate change exists, and humans are the cause… and the 
other 3% say that it’s real but that they’re not entirely sure that humans caused it. This means 
that the climate change denialists have no basis for all their ideas… but they still promote 
them and pretend that they have facts on their side! These are the lies we are fed. And some 
people believe them. The truth is, climate change is real and humans are causing it, we are as 
scientifically sure of this as we are that gravity exists, or that the sky is blue, or that cigarettes 
cause cancer. Anyone who tells you that they have a different opinion is just being ignorant, 
you can’t have opinions about scientific facts!!! 
 
Now, if we accept that science is real and that scientists know what they are doing (and if you 
don’t you need to move into a cave and stop using technology of any kind as all of our 
technology is based on the same scientific methods as our understanding of climate change), 
there is absolutely no excuse for failing to take action. To help you understand the facts, and 
to protect you from all of the lies flying around, there is a great website that uses scientific 
evidence to expose the lies spouted by the climate change denialists. Visit  
https://www.skepticalscience.com/ to see the reasons that deniers are wrong. There are 
plenty more websites out there for you to discover the truth for yourself. But remember,  
science fact is science fact, and the best place to learn that is from the climate scientists 
themselves! 
 
I hope you now better understand the sometimes-confusing world of climate change. I hope 
you take my advice and dive further into the world of climate change by yourself. Always 
remember that what people say isn’t always the truth--sometimes far from it.  
So, you have come to the end of this week’s instalment of Saving (Y)our World. Be sure to join 
me next term for more saving (Y)our World! And I hope you have a great school holiday… 
 
“Adults keep saying: "We owe it to the young people to give them hope." 
But I don't want your hope. I don't want you to be hopeful. I want you to panic. I want you to 
feel the fear I feel every day. And then I want you to act. I want you to act as you would in a 
crisis. I want you to act as if our house is on fire. Because it is.” 
― Greta Thunberg 

https://www.skepticalscience.com/
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Friendly reminder - sun protection times have already started 

Although it may still be cold, Victoria’s UV levels are on the rise so please check the daily local sun 

protection times to see when you need to be SunSmart. The sun protection times are a forecast 

from the Bureau of Meteorology for the time of day UV levels are forecast to reach 3 or higher in 

your location. At these levels, sun protection (hat, clothing, sunscreen, shade and, if practical, 

sunglasses) is recommended for all skin types.  

 

 

 

So please remind your staff, children and families when outdoors, whether that be for the one hour 

of permitted exercise in metropolitan Melbourne or if you’re lucky enough to be allowed outside for 

longer, to check the sun protection times and use sun protection accordingly. For more information 

for families please check out https://www.sunsmart.com.au/communities/parents 

Cancer Council Victoria 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunsmart.com.au%2Fcommunities%2Fparents&data=02%7C01%7Cavondale.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb2cc78f3f00442d41b8b08d84b0620ca%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637341836996128808&sdata=%2FAjKbX5hip2%2FkuFesdmSN16%2FFTmTprQoIe49rMLnBJA%3D&reserved=0

