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Achievement, Confidence & Pride 

NEWSLETTER #18 – Friday June 11, 2021 

Hello to our Avondale Community, 

Thank you for your ongoing support and 
commitment to student learning throughout this 
recent lock down. This newsletter is dedicated to 
showcasing the learning our students engaged in, 
with your support and the thoughtful planning by 
our staff. 

STUDENT REPORTS - SEMESTER 1 

This year at Avondale Primary, Student Semester 
Reports can be accessed through the Compass 
parent portal at the end of this term. Further 
information and Guidelines will be sent home 
through Compass. 

PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS 

Parent Teacher Meetings will be held on 
Wednesday June 23rd and Thursday June 24th. 
These will be held over the phone, ensuring we 
promote COVID safety. Parent Teacher meeting 
booking times will open through Compass next 
Tuesday, June 15th after 2pm. Instructions will 
also be shared on how to book in a phone time. 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge (PRC) 
UPDATE 
 
Today all students will have received their 
Premier’s Reading Challenge username and 
password, if they didn’t receive them before 
the circuit breaker.  

Students log in to the following website with 
their unique username and password 
https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/Challenger/WebL
ogin.aspx 

The PRC application offers a range of exciting 
features including: 

• access to a library catalogue (including 
book images and blurbs) 

• a modern user-friendly interface 
• acknowledging students with badges 

as challenge milestones are achieved 
• the option for students to mark books as 

a favourite, give them a star rating or 
complete a book review 
 

We have a number of students logging books 
they have read, with some even writing 
amazing book reviews recommending their 
favourite books to others. 
 

Over the coming weeks, we will share some of 
these book reviews in the newsletter to inspire 
others to read books that have been enjoyed.  
 

Happy Reading J 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Mrs Jill Benham      Principal 
Mr Joe Scarfo         Assistant Principal
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Reconciliation Week  
27th May - 4th June 

Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021 is More than a word.  

What is National Reconciliation Week? 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn 
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore 
how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia, 
build connections and to learn to truly value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples histories, 
cultures and histories. 

A whole school approach @ Avondale Primary 
Foundation & Foundation/1 

Foundation students watched a Play School video called ‘Walking Together’. Students were asked to 
share some thoughts on why they think reconciliation week is important. Some responses included: 

o “I want to say thank you to the elders for looking after our land.” Sebastian Prep A 
o “Reconciliation week is important to remember our ancestors and traditional owners of 

this land. It is important to change bad laws and be kind towards 
every human being.” Jas Prep A 
o “It is important because the Aboriginals were first here on 
Australia and we live on their land.” Aiden Prep B 
o “It’s important because we need to respect the people who 
were here on this land before us.” Zahra Prep B 
o “The Aboriginal community were the first people on the land 
we call Australia and we all need to respect each other no matter 

what colour we are & love each other.” Marcus-Charles Prep B 
o “We can respect our country and the Aboriginal people past and present.” Chloe T Prep B 
o “It's important because all Australians can learn about the history of the land.” Viola 

Prep C 
o “It's important to all walk together.” Quinn Prep C 
o “It is important so everyone knows about the history and respects each 

other.” Hajra Prep C  
o “It is important because we need to understand Aboriginal people.” Aaron 

Prep C 
o “Reconciliation brings people life. It shows respect”. Ryan Prep/1  
o Reconciliation is important because from little things, big things can grow 

and change". Aliana Prep/1 
o “We should all be happy living on the land together.” Chloe Prep/1 
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Grade 1 

1A, 1B and 1C, listened to the story ‘Say Yes’ by Jennifer Castles and illustrated 
by Paul Seden.  

Say Yes: A Story of Friendship, Fairness and a Vote for Hope is a picture book 
about the 1967 Referendum. The story features two young girls who are best 
friends. Say Yes explains the restrictions imposed on Australian Aboriginal 
People and what the referendum meant to Australian society.   

Students in Year One listened to this story and discussed what Reconciliation 
Week means. They spoke about the story and its meaning during their live Microsoft Teams meeting. 

Grade 2 
Some responses from Grade 2 Students regarding what they learnt following our Reconciliation 
Week session on Friday: 

o I learnt to care for our land. 
o I learnt that we are one. 
o I learnt that we should all get along. 
o There was a vote on the 27th of May and the week goes to the 3rd of June. This week ends 

then. 
o I learnt that white people and Indigenous people got together and wanted to be friends. 
o I learned that Aboriginal people ate off the land. 
o I learnt to be respectful and leave things where you have found them. 
o I learnt to be respectful and nice. 
o We should respect our ancestors. We are one and together. 
o I learnt more types of Flags. 
o I learnt that our ancestors are very important.  
o Aboriginal people use sticks as instruments.  
o I learnt from the video that there are different languages in Australia. 
o The Aboriginals were the first people on this land. 

 

Grade 3/4 

Students in 3/4 watched a Behind the News 
episode investigating the meaning and significance 
of Reconciliation Week and participated in a whole 
class discussion. They designed flags to promote 
the week and reflected on their choices of 
symbols, images and use of colour. 

I used a YouTube video to help me draw the hands 
and kangaroo. The blue is the water and the 
orange is the desert. I used the pencil sharpening 
smudge technique that Mrs Portelli taught us last 
year.  Kaelan 3/4C 

Red is for the sky from all the bushfires. Yellow is 
the warm sun. Black is the wet dirt. India 3/4E 
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Grade 5/6 

Following the Behind the News episode exploring the importance of Reconciliation, students 
responded to a variety of questions. They then engaged in a rich whole class discussion through these 
questions and responses, gaining a greater insight into traditions, culture, and past, present, and 
future challenges. 

When students reflected on how the video made them feel, these were some of their responses. 
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Last Friday, Prep B had a whole class lesson about prediction. We spoke about what 
we could use to make a prediction, for example, the title and front cover. Students 
were asked to draw a picture of their prediction and then write about what their 
prediction was.  
We then read the story 'The 
Best Picnic Ever" and spoke 
about what happened and if 
students' predictions were 
accurate. Layla and Aiden 
have shared 
their work. 

 

 

 

 
 

Aiden demonstrated play based learning while engaged in flexible and 
remote learning at home last week, with his creation of an alligator. 

 

STATES OF MATTER – 3/4A 

During remote learning the grade 3/4 students have been engaging in some experiments at 
home, focusing on states of matter. One of the learning experiences the students had fun 
engaging in was ‘Freezing’. 

Haris in 34A, experimented with liquids and solids to see what happens when they freeze. 
He created a table, with predictions before & spoke about his findings and made a video on 
what he observed after the experiment which he shared with Ms Chaouk. 
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Presenting 1A’s Recycled Toy Inventions! 

INQUIRY LEARNING  
Learning intention:   
We are learning to design a toy. 

o Success Criteria:  
I can look for recyclable materials available in my home. 

o I can design a toy using recyclable materials. 
o I can label my design.  
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WHAT’S ON AT AVONDALE PRIMARY IN TERM 2? 

 

Tuesday, June 15th Parent Teacher meetings open through 
Compass after 2pm 

Monday, June 21st Semester 1 Reports open on Compass 

Wednesday, June 23rd 
Thursday, June 24th 

Parent Teacher meetings via phone 

Friday, June 25th End of Term Two – student dismissal 
2.15pm 

 
 
 
 
 


