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Achievement, Confidence & Pride 
NEWSLETTER #11 – Friday, April 23, 2021 

 

Hello to our Avondale Community.  

It has been fantastic to welcome families 

back onsite. Our students continue to 

demonstrate independence and resilience 

in saying goodbye either at the gates, or at 

their line up area. Remember to drive 

safely around our school zone and be 

aware of the increased number of families 

walking and riding to school. 
 

We welcome Fauna to Avondale Primary 

School. Ms Watson is Fauna’s carer, 

working with Vision Australia, to train 

Fauna to be a Seeing Eye Dog. We are so 

very lucky to be a part of Fauna’s journey. 

She even had her photo taken yesterday 

during our Photo Day. Read Ms Watson’s 

introductory letter below for lots more 

information. 
 

The Colour Explosion School Fun Run 

Our Term One Colour Explosion Fun Run 

was a huge success. We would like to 

acknowledge the huge effort of the 

Fundraising Committee, lead by Janelle 

and her team of volunteers as well as 

Maria and Sue in Admin for their support. 

The excitement and pride exhibited by our 

students, staff and families made us all 

smile. Together, we raised over $20,000, 

which is going to go a long way in creating 

engaging and purposeful Classroom 

Libraries. Read more from our students’ 

perspective, in the following pages as well 

as a Fundraising Newsletter. 
 

 
 

 
 

NAPLAN – May 11,12 and 13 
 

Why do students do NAPLAN tests? 
The National Assessment Program – 
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
assesses literacy and numeracy skills that 
are essential for every child to progress 
through school and life. Students in Years 
3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual 
NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, 
language conventions (spelling, grammar 
and punctuation) and numeracy. 

The tests provide parents and schools 
with an understanding of how individual 
students are performing at the time of the 
tests. NAPLAN tests are just one aspect of 
a school’s assessment and reporting 
process; they do not replace ongoing 
assessments made by teachers about 
student performance. 

NAPLAN tests also provide schools, 
education authorities and governments 
with information about how education 
programs are working and whether young 
Australians are meeting important 
educational outcomes in literacy and 
numeracy. 

Further information will be sent out to 

families of Grades 3 and 5 students 

next week. 
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WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL 

US WHAT THEY THINK!  

We value student voice as a means of 

improving student engagement, wellbeing, 

and quality instruction, and are conducting 

a survey to find out what your child thinks 

of our school.  

 

The AtoSS is an annual student survey 
offered by the Department of Education 
and Training to assist our school to gain an 
understanding of students' perceptions and 
experience of school. Students will be 
asked about their thoughts and feelings in 
relation to their school, their learning, peer 
relationships, bullying and life in general. 
 

Students from Year 4 to 6 at our school will 

participate in the survey. Your child will 

complete the survey online during school 

hours using a purpose built secure online 

survey tool.  It is important to note that we 

are not in any way “testing” your child.  

Further information will be shared with 

Grade 4 -6 families through Compass. 

OUR NEW BUILD . . . is here 

We are pleased to share with you the 

designs for our upcoming upgrade project, 

that were recently shared through 

Compass.  

FMSA Architecture, Rendine 

Constructions and the Victorian School 

Building Authority are working together to 

demolish the existing administration 

building and construct a new single-storey 

building with an administration area, staff 

work spaces and a library for students.  

We are also building 2 single-storey 

flexible learning centres which will 

comprise of a combined 12 collaborative 

learning spaces, student amenities and 

staff workspaces. This project will also 

include outdoor learning areas and 

landscaping and will be ready for Term 1, 

2022. 

To see the designs and details for this 

project please visit 

https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/sch

ools/Pages/Avondale-Primary-

School.aspx 

We will keep you informed with updates as 

the project progresses.  

Our students have shared some of their 

new knowledge about ANZAC DAY with 

us, later in the newsletter. 

 

Mrs Jill Benham           Principal                               
Mr Joseph Scarfo  Assistant Principal

https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/Avondale-Primary-School.aspx
https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/Avondale-Primary-School.aspx
https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/Avondale-Primary-School.aspx
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Hi Avondale Primary Community! 

It’s with great pleasure that I introduce 
our youngest enrolment to Avondale 
Primary School, 10 week old Fauna.  

Fauna is a Seeing Eye Dog pup with 
Vision Australia. As I am her puppy 
carer, Fauna lives at my house and 
comes everywhere with me. We attend 
puppy training together each week and 
she attends school every day in Grade 
1B. 

Fauna is my fourth Seeing Eye Dog 
puppy, but the first female! The 
students and staff at Avondale have 
welcomed Fauna in the most enthusiastic way and have helped her 
to settle in to her new working environment, The students 
understand that she can have pats and attention when she is not 
wearing her coat. When the coat is on, Fauna 
needs to focus on ignoring others and 
concentrating on her working instructions.  

You might be interested to know that Dookie 
was released as a Seeing Eye Dog pup due to 
his fear of trucks and loud noises. Whilst he 
wasn’t able to continue his training, I am over 
the moon to share the news that Dookie has 
been adopted by an Avondale Primary School 
family. I know he will make the most amazing 
pet dog and I wish him and his ‘furever’ 
family every happiness together. 

😊 Leisha Watson, Grade 1B teacher. 
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CELEBRATING THE COLOUR EXPLOSION FUN RUN @ APS 

Foundation and Prep/1 students share their thoughts on the Fun Run 

‘It was so much fun running and I was so colourful.’ 

Georgie (Prep/1) 
 

I liked the colours. Addi (Prep A) 
 

I liked going into the tunnel. Vincent (Prep A) 
 

 

I got lots of colour on 

me and it was 

awesome! Aiden (Prep 

B) 
 

There was lots of bright 

colours on the oval. 

Samuel (Prep C)   
 

 

COLOUR RUN 

RED looks like the exhausted faces of students as warm beads of sweat drip down their faces 

YELLOW feels like the blazing sun shining down on the hot and sweaty students  

PURPLE smells like salt and pepper as the colourful 

chalk powder runs through your nose 

PINK sounds like students exploding with joy just as 

party poppers do on New Years Eve 

BLUE tastes like a bitter shot of coffee as the sky blue 

powder travels down your throat 

ORANGE looks like giggling children sprinting 

towards the powder and finish line with glee 

Grade 5/6C 
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On a hot sunny day, we were ready for action.  We ran, we laughed, we got soaking wet and covered 

in dye. 

Colour Run Day was: “awesome”, “unbelievable”, “crazy”, “amazing”, “exciting” 

Thanks to everyone who made the day an outstanding success.            5/6 A  

 

 

A picture says a 1000 words                           

                                           3/4E 

 

 

 

ANZAC Day has grown to become one of the most important national days in 

Australia, commemorating the landing of Australian and New Zealand forces at 

Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. Some ways to commemorate this national day on Sunday, April 

25, 2021 include 

Light up the Dawn: At 6am light a candle and stand on your driveway, on your balcony or in 

your living room to observe a minute’s silence to commemorate all veterans who have 

served and are serving now.  

Dawn Service: This will be livestreamed on ANZAC Day and all Victorians are invited to join 

online via the Shrine of Remembrance's website or RSL Victoria and the Shrine’s social 

channels to watch the Dawn Service and the march from home.   

ANZAC Day March: The march can be watched via livestream or on ABC TV (TBC). 

Commemorative Service: This service is held at the Shrine at the conclusion of the march 

and will consist of a small contingent of invited veterans and representatives laying 

wreaths. This service will also be livestreamed.  

https://www.shrine.org.au/
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Our students have been very proactive in purchasing ANZAC DAY badges. They have 
shared their understanding and reflections of ANZAC Day with us. 
 

Anzac Profiles 

To commemorate Anzac Day this year, the Grade 5/6s gathered 

information on some of the lesser known ANZACs. We found out 

many amazing facts about their lives, families and their efforts 

during WWI. These include: 

 The Western Front was a fierce place in France and 

Belgium. 

 Often soldiers lied about their age to enlist. 

 Native Australians were not allowed to enlist to fight for 

Australia and the Empire. 

 Soldiers were turned away for being too short. 

 Soldiers were just fighting, they were messengers. 

 People with Asian backgrounds enlisted to fight for the 

British Empire. 

 Women often volunteered to work as nurses and medical staff, 

operating in makeshift hospitals just behind the fighting. 

 Soldiers trained in Egypt and were deployed to Gallipoli, only 

to be killed or wounded in the boats as they were rowed to 

shore. 

 Some families lost several of their sons in battle and many lost 

fathers. 

 Soldiers that return from battle often suffered from shellshock 

because of the constant artillery explosions. 

 Many wounded soldiers were sent back into battle after recovering, eager to be 

reunited with their mates. 

The Grade 5/6 have been learning about the men and 

women who served or attempted to serve in WW1 and 

WW2. They have created a brief profile to accompany a 

portrait of these men and women. 

“We are drawing the portraits and profiles of people who 

served in the war to commemorate the soldiers who 

fought in the war and risked their lives for us.” Axel D 

5/6B 

“Phoebe Chapple was a house surgeon who gave medical 

care in France. It’s important to commemorate her as she 

helped a lot of people and stuck up for women’s rights 

during war time.” Nikolina P 5/6B 

Pictures: John K (solider), Ava V (suit) 
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3/4B have created their own field of poppies, highlighting their creative 

skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anzac Day  
The Foundation/1 class learnt about Anzac Day and why it is important. Students 

made a class wreath with poppies to thank the Anzac solders.  
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1A discussed the meaning of Anzac Day together 

with students contributing their prior knowledge. 

The students then practised directed drawings of 

poppies (work of Frederik, Eloise, Pearl and 

Hendrix are attached). We then wrote a shared 

procedure titled “How to Draw a Poppy.” 

 

 

 

 

 

A big Thankyou to Helen, 

one of our very creative 

parents for making this 

outstanding wreath to share 

with our community. What a 

lovely tribute for ANZAC 

DAY. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Week 1 - 23/04/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation A Anthe for speaking confidently in front of the class. 

Foundation B Daniel for trying his best at sounding out when writing. 

Foundation C Azaan sharing words in the ‘am’ word family. 

Foundation/1A Aliana her fantastic effort listening to the sounds in words and having a go at writing. 

1A Isaac for writing an amazing holiday recount about meeting his cousin’s new puppy 

1B Jasmine her focussed approach to all learning areas. 

1C Sebastian for showing confidence while reading a fiction text. Well done! 

2A Ben for showing whole body listening when working on the floor during learning time. 

2B Chanel working hard to reduce the size of her letter formation. 

2C Abdul settling into his new class at Avondale Primary School. 

3/4A Viva always being a role model to her peers. 

3/4B Audrey being a good role model to others and displaying more confidence when contributing to class 
discussions. 

3/4C Lua being an energetic and determined learner. 

3/4D Kazem for demonstrating a positive attitude and great support to focus in the classroom this week. 

3/4E Lam for her focus and effort to write a persuasive text. A student who carefully listens to ways she can 
improve. 

3/4F Joel his excellent understanding and group input during our reading comprehension sessions 

56A Chloe being a responsible and reliable class member who takes pride in completing work to a high 
standard. 

5/6B Christian showing progress and care with his addition. 

5/6C Seth excellent portrait of a WW1 soldier 

5/6D Koby doing such a thorough job on his ANZAC Profile. 

ART Ms 
Farrell 

Steven 1C brilliant design and colour contrast in his Eric Carle piece. 

ART Ms 
Portelli 

Charlotte 56D making a sensational start to her wheatfield painting. 

ITALIAN Ms 
D’Amico 

Ainsley 1A being able to count to 30 in Italian. Great effort 

ITALIAN Mrs 
Oliveri 

Neel 34C being a curious thinker and coming up with excellent wondering questions for our new topic ‘il 
cibo’ 

PE Natasha 2C for running like an Olympian in PE. 
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