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Hello to our Avondale community, 

Our Grade 5/6 students have had an exciting end to Term 

2, with the final winter gala day held last Friday. See more 

information about the Gala Day in the Teaching and 

Learning section of the newsletter. 

Yesterday, our Grade 5/6 students also engaged in 

learning at the Melbourne Museum and IMAX, to support 

their Inquiry Unit, Think Global, Act Local, building their 

understanding of natural disasters and geology and 

viewing Extreme Weather at IMAX. 

What an exciting opportunity for Tessa in Grade 6, who has 

been selected to represent Victoria in the School Sport 

Victoria (SSV) Under 12 girls AFL Football State Team. 

Tessa will compete in the National Championships from 4th 

ς 10th August. A huge congratulations to Tessa in Grade 6. We wish Tessa all the very best and know she will 

demonstrate our values of responsibility, respect and learning. 

We have received recognition from the Department of Education being asked to showcase Avondale Primary School 

in the Celebrating Excellence in Metro schools, for our work on Ψ5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ LƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ Reforms IƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ ¢ŜǊƳ 

3. During this day we will have the opportunity to share the work our school has engaged in so far on our Disability 

Inclusion journey.  

Last week, the Victorian Government announced steps taken by the department to revise both the Victorian Teaching 

ŀƴŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ aƻŘŜƭ ό±¢[aύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ о ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 

school. All Victorian government primary and specialist schools will be expected to use a systematic synthetic phonics 

approach to teaching reading from 2025 and focus on the Ψ.ƛƎ сΩ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ ƻǊŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ǇƘƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ 

phonics, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. We will keep our community updated on what this looks like in 2025 

and beyond as more information is provided by the Department of Education.  

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 

 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 
 

Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing 
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse. 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Monday June 24 Canteen Special Lunch Order Day- 

canteen closed for all other orders 

Tuesday June 25 School Council Meeting- online 
6.30pm 

Thursday June 27 
 

Semester 1 reports open on 
Compass 

Friday June 28 Tonyôs Pies Fundraising Drive 
orders close 
 

Closing date for Swimming 
Program Expression of Interest 
Grades 1, 2 and 3 students 
 

Closing date for Student Eyecare 
Program survey 
 

Last day term 2: Early dismissal 
2.15pm 
 

TERM 3 

Monday July 15 First day Term 3 

Tuesday July 16 
 

Tonyôs Pies Fundraising Drive 
delivery  

 

Wednesday 
August 7 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
2.00pm-7.00pm 

Friday August 9 
 

Curriculum Day ï no students at 
school 



 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Avondale P.S. School Improvement Team 

Jill, Jenna, Sarah, Teriann and Frances 

 

Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Last day term 2: Friday 28th June 
(Early dismissal 2.15pm) 
 
 
 

15th July - 20th September (Early 
dismissal 2.15pm) 
 

Monday 7th October- Friday 20th 
December (Early dismissal 1.15pm)  
 

Student Free Day (Curriculum Day): 
Friday 9th August 

Student Free Day (Curriculum Day): 
Monday 4th November 

 

 

Semester 1 reports can be accessed through the Compass parent portal on Thursday, June 27. These reports provide 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘκŎŀǊŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 

made in a range of learning areas. It is important to take the opportunity to read this Semester Report, celebrate the 

achievements and work together to explore the next steps in learning with your child. Thank you for your continued 

support and partnership throughout 2024.  

 

The format of the reports reflect the Department of Education expectations for student reporting and provides: 

¶ a clear picture of student progress and achievement against clearly defined standards 

¶ comments written in parent friendly language, to show parents and carers: 

o how well your child has achieved the Victorian Curriculum standards 

o what your child has learned and understood in terms of achievement across the semester 

o the next steps recommended to support and extend learning 

o work habits reflecting effort and behaviour in the classroom and in the school environment 

¶ student reflections, based on successes and highlights of this semester 

¶ teacher comments and highlight/s of the semester. 

 

With the introduction of Auslan as our Language other than English, at the beginning of 2024, our whole school focus 

has been on introducing our students, teachers and school community to the Auslan language and providing learning 

experiences for all students in Foundation to Grade 6 to learn a range of signs to build Auslan communication. Your 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀōƛǘǎΣ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻ 

progression points have been recorded. This is because our Auslan language learning journey, based on the Victorian 

Curriculum, has only just started and beginning topics have been very similar across all grade levels. 

 

Instructions on how to access these reports will be sent out via a Compass post prior to reports being open to families 

on Thursday afternoon. Parent Teacher Conferences will be open on Compass for bookings early in Term 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 TERM DATES 

SEMESTER 1 REPORTS 



1. Contact our school to book a tour to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process. 

2. 5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ΨCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ όtǊŜǇύ 9ƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘ Information Pack for Parents and Carers.' The pack is now available on 

our school website. 

3. Submit an enrolment application for Foundation by Friday 26 July 2024. 

4. You will be notified of the outcome of your application by Friday 9 August 2024. If you receive an enrolment offer, 

you should accept the offer by Friday 23 August 2024. 

5. Take part in enrolment information and transition sessions during Term 4, 2024. 

6. Your child will start Foundation, from Wednesday 29 January 2025. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS 



 

As part of our ongoing commitment to student wellbeing, we are implementing Wellbeing for Learning - an evidence-

based survey tool that focuses on ensuring students feel supported and ready to learn. 

Below are some infographics that provide further information about the Wellbeing for Learning Tool.  

 

PIVOT WELLBEING FOR LEARNING TOOL 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you to the Avondale Community for your donations to the 2024 Anzac Appeal.  This year $120 672 was raised 
which will go directly to providing welfare assistance to all returned and ex service personnel and their dependents.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our students have collectively registered reading an impressive total of 861 books on tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 

website. We are especially proud to announce that fourteen students have successfully completed the challenge and 

152 book reviews ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ YŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǿƻǊƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

culture of reading in our school.  To log iƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ -  Log in 

KEILOR EAST RSL ï CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

ATTENDANCE 

PREMIERSô READING CHALLENGE 

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/


 

Each week our students are awarded house points for displaying our school values. Each Friday our House Captains 

collect the house points from each class and add them together to get a house total.  

Our Week 10 winners are Yellow House with a total house points of 1790 points.  

Congratulations to all students who were awarded house points this week for displaying our school values. 

 
Book NOW ς www.teamkids.com.au/venues 
 
WINTER HOLIDAYS 
TeamKids have another amazing Winter Holiday program planned!  
   
     
Come along and experience the TeamKids difference:    
    

- Learn new skills and make new friends   
- Qualified and REMARKABLE Educators   
- Digital detox with our no screens policy  
- Delicious and nutritious morning and afternoon snacks 
- CCS-approved care    

     

WEEK 10 HOUSE POINTS 

TEAM KIDS 

http://www.teamkids.com.au/venues


 

 
 

 

During Term 3 2024, Avondale Primary School are offering all students in Grades 1, 2 and 3 a fully funded 10 day 

intensive swimming program. The Department of Education provides funding for the Swimming in Schools initiative, 

covering the cost of the swimming program lessons that will be delivered by certified instructors at Keilor East Leisure 

Centre. Families will be required to pay the cost of the buses to transport students to and from the swimming pool 

each day. We estimate that the cost of the bus for the 10 day program will be between $50 and $60. This program is 

designed to increase opportunities for students to learn how to swim, and ensure they develop lifelong skills in 

swimming and water safety. 

 

 

SWIMMING PROGRAM 2024 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

https://www.vic.gov.au/swimming-in-schools


Expression of Interest have been sent out as a Compass event and families are requested to respond to this 

Expression of Interest by 4pm Friday June 28 by clicking on the 'Provide Consent' tab. 

 

Please note: ONLY those families who have completed the Expression of Interest will receive an invitation for 

payment and consent when the event is released in Term 3. 

  

Classroom teachers will send out an Expression of Interest for Swimming Program helpers in Term 3. Please note that 

all APS volunteers are required to hold a current Working With Children Check Clearance and have attended a 

Volunteer Induction Session in 2023/2024. 

  

Parents/Carers will be required to complete a Department of Education medical form and online information form 

from Keilor East Leisure Centre which includes ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ability prior to students attending the 

swimming program. 

 

Avondale Primary School is pleased to announce that the Student Eyecare Program will be operating at our school in 

Term 3, 2024.  An optometrist will be onsite during school hours to provide students with a free comprehensive eye 

examination that is covered through Medicare Australia. 1 in 6 students have eye conditions that go undetected. This 

is due to the high level of visual demand on their eyes from books, laptops, tablets and smartphones. Every student 

will receive a full report about their eye health and a prescription will be provided if glasses are required. The 

ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻǇǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

To sign up, register online by 4pm Friday 28 June at: https://forms.gle/PEubHgz9rFUHDxk69 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT EYECARE PROGRAM 

https://forms.gle/PEubHgz9rFUHDxk69


¢hb¸Ω{ tL9{ C¦b5w!L{LbD 5wL±9 

We are excited to announce that our Term 2 Tony's Pies Fundraising Drive is now open. Orders will close on Friday 

28 June for delivery on Tuesday 16 July. 

https://tonyspiedrives.com.au/fundraiser/avondale-

primary-school/ 

This is a great opportunity to stock the freezer for 

those cold, winter nights with some tasty pastry 

treats.  We thank you for supporting us with this 

venture. 

 

FUNDRAISING SURVEY 

Our fundraising committee are currently 

investigating opportunities to bring Avondale families 

together outside of school hours to build 

relationships and connections to our community. 

We are asking Avondale families to complete the 

Microsoft Forms Expression of Interest survey by 

Friday 28 June to provide our Fundraising 

Committee with ideas and suggestions for 

consideration: 

https://forms.office.com/r/HWe1uftpKM  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

https://tonyspiedrives.com.au/fundraiser/avondale-primary-school/
https://tonyspiedrives.com.au/fundraiser/avondale-primary-school/
https://forms.office.com/r/HWe1uftpKM


 

In Foundation, we have been writing facts about various animals, including whales, koalas, lions, cats, and lizards. 
The students are focusing on constructing complete sentences, which involve starting with a capital letter, using 
finger spaces between words, recording letter sounds and ending with a full stop. 

 

 

  

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
Teaching and Learning Focus: English and Mathematics 



  

  

In Maths, Grade One students have been learning to measure and compare the mass of objects using a scale. We 
made our own class balancing scale and used this to find items that were heavier, lighter and the same mass. 
Students were required to find 5 things lighter than a glue stick and 5 things heavier than the glue stick.  



 

  

  



  

Grade 2 - This fortnight in writing, we have been focusing on creating texts in response to a prompt. We read the 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ΨLŦ L ²ŜǊŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ōȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŘǊŀŦǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
writing pieces on what they would do if they were Prime Minister. We have also been focusing on adjectives and 
how we can incorporate them into descriptive writing pieces. We created a word splash of adjectives that could be 
used to describe a picture and then formed descriptive sentences to match. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

  

This week in English, Grade 3 students have been celebrating International Refugee Week by reading stories and 
watching videos about the lives and experiences of refugees and asylum seekers. During one writing session, 
students imagined what they would say if they wrote a letter to a refugee who had recently arrived in Australia and 
how we could help them feel welcome. 

 

   
 

   

 



Last week Grade 4A, engaged in shop experiences shops to learn more about using money to purchase items and 
calculating the change to the nearest five cents. We used our imaginations to fill our shop with items in our 
classroom and invented our own money system using different coloured connector blocks and play money. Students 
were enthusiastic at promoting their wares, it felt like we were in a market place.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

In 4B this week alongside the rest of the Grade Four cohort, we took a hands-on approach to environmental 
awareness with a rubbish audit immediately following lunch. The Grade Four team sorted through our discarded 
items, from food wrappers to containers, and measured the physical space our trash occupied on the school 
grounds. The results were eye-opening, underscoring the need for mindful consumption and waste reduction 
efforts. 



  

 

In 4C, we have been learning about Money. We collected supermarket catalogues and cut out items and added up 
their totals. We had to calculate the amount of change we would receive from various amounts, e.g. $20. We also 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎŀƴǘŜŜƴ ƳŜƴǳ ǘƻ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǇŀƛŘ ōȅ ŎŀǎƘΦ 



 

 

   

Grade 5/6A students had a wonderful day this week at the Melbourne Museum and IMAX, as part of our Think 
Global, Act Local Inquiry unit.  

  



   

   

 

This week, 5/6B worked on subtracting fractions with both like and unlike denominators. Using fraction tiles and 
multiple exposures to solve a variety of fraction problems, they're becoming more confident in their skills! 
 
The class also explored three dimensional objects, learning about their properties and how they relate to two 
dimensional shapes.   



  

In Mathematics, 5/6C and 5/6D ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
investigating equivalent fractions and converting improper fractions to mixed numbers. 5/6C were excited to play 
ΨDŀƳŜ ƻŦ омΩ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ bǳƳŜǊŀŎȅ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ aŀǊƎŀǊƛta Breed. The game involved working 
logically with patterns and algebra, whilst practising addition skills. It was great to hear students reflecting on the 
strategies they discovered which helped them to win the game.  

   

   

Grade 5/6E: We are thrilled to update you on the enriching experiences of our Grade 5/6 students over the past 
weeks. In English, students have been immersed in researching and writing detailed information reports on 
Australian natural disasters. They have explored a range of topics including bushfires, floods and cyclones, delving 
into the causes, impacts and mitigation strategies associated with these events. Through this project, students 
have honed their research skills, critical thinking abilities and writing proficiency. 

In mathematics, the students have been equally engaged in exploring subtracting fractions and three-dimensional 
objects. They have confidently tackled subtracting a range of different types of fractions with like and unlike 
denominators and applying their understanding to solve practical problems. Additionally, the students have 
delved into 3D objects, learning about their properties, measurements and relationships. 

These experiences not only deepen their subject knowledge but also cultivate essential skills such as teamwork, 
problem-solving and creativity. I commend the students for their dedication and enthusiasm in embracing these 
challenging topics. 



 

 


