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Hello to our Avondale community, 
 
Our swimming program was a great success, with 
students increasing their water safety awareness, 
growing in confidence and demonstrating a range of 
skills. Their independence was demonstrated across 
many areas, including getting dressed after swimming 
and returning on the bus to school each day with their 
belongings. Our students modelled learning, 
responsibility and respect each day, both at the leisure centre and on the bus. 
 
We were fortunate to be successful with a shade sails grant. The shade sails are gradually coming to fruition, 
with the posts installed. We are now waiting for the sails to be installed in the coming weeks which will provide 
additional shade for students playing between LC4 and the Futsal Court. 
 
Our learning with Margarita Breed, our numeracy consultant, continued last week. We reflected on our learning, 
built on our understanding of the curriculum and used this to plan the next sequence of learning. In the Teaching 
and Learning section of our newsletter we have showcased some of our numeracy experiences from the last two 
weeks.  
 
We are continuing with our teaching of learning of the Personal and Social Capabilities. The Resilience, Rights 

and Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials have been developed by experts from the 

University of Melbourne’s Graduate School of Education, based on evidence from reputable research bodies 

and leading authorities, including UNICEF, VicHealth, Australian Bureau of Statistics, Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, Australian Institute of Health and Wellbeing and UNESCO. 

 

The government’s mandated approach indicates that this education is vital to address and eliminate family 

violence in Victoria - and throughout Australia, and to encourage healthier, more confident identities and 

relationships for all children in their future, regardless of gender.  This resource is aligned to the Victorian 

Curriculum and reflects the developmental ability and stage of primary aged children. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday,  
June 16 

Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day 

Monday,  
June 19 

Special lunch orders close - order 
through Flexischools 

Tuesday,  
June 20 

School Council Meeting - 6.30pm 

Thursday, 
June 22 

Special lunch order day   

Friday, 
June 23 

Last Day of Term 2 
Early Dismissal 2:15pm 
Semester 1 reports available on 
Compass 

Monday June 26 
– Friday July 7 

TeamKids Vacation Care Program 

Monday, July 10 First day Term 3 

Friday, August 4  
 

TERM 3 CURRICULUM DAY – 
No students at school 

Wednesday, 
August 30 

STAFF COMMON 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
DAY – No students at school 



Respectful Relationships education is about building positive relationships for all young people. Students are 

given the opportunity to explore emotions such as anger and frustration and 

develop non-violent problem solving strategies. Primary school students are 

supported to learn new skills to build their confidence and resilience. Respectful 

Relationships is about creating an environment in which children are not restricted 

by gender stereotypes and are free to explore and play as they choose.  

 

Respectful Relationships is part of the curriculum. It promotes respect and gender 

equality and helps students learn how to build healthy relationships. Respectful 

Relationships is about creating an environment in which children are not restricted 

by gender stereotypes and are free to explore and play as they choose. 

 
Yesterday our Grade 4, 5 and 6 students participated in the interactive incursion 
about neurodiversity and celebrating differences. Billie Exton (I Can Network) who proudly presents as 
autistic and neurodivergent, facilitated the student talk on neurodiversity. It was so amazing to have such a 
positive role model stand in front of our students and discuss neurodiversity with them. Below we have included 
photos of the student talk with students looking through pieces of coloured cellophane to experience the concept 
‘Different Brains = Different Cellophanes’.  
 
If you would like to find out more about the I Can Network, you can visit their website: 
https://icannetwork.online/about-i-can-network/ 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Our Grade 5/6 students participated in the Gala Day today, representing Avondale Primary School in AFL, T Ball 
and Netball. They enjoyed playing their sport on this lovely sunny day versing a variety of schools.  
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficannetwork.online%2Fabout-i-can-network%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7C20eab520006c43526a2608db6a5dc369%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638220723245211007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9XI7KpuRC3fx4MPzejsQXs4xIqB0zYR1HAprTrDiPxQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficannetwork.online%2Fabout-i-can-network%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7C20eab520006c43526a2608db6a5dc369%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638220723245211007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9XI7KpuRC3fx4MPzejsQXs4xIqB0zYR1HAprTrDiPxQ%3D&reserved=0


A reminder that the drop off and pick up PINK ZONE, is a no parking zone between 8am – 9am and 3pm – 4pm.  
Moonee Valley Council and Victoria Police continue to monitor parking and safe driving practices around our 
school. Please follow the guidelines for the PINK ZONE to ensure our families benefit from this ZONE. See flyer 
later in newsletter for additional information. 
 
A reminder that our special lunch order day for Term 2 is next Thursday, June 22. Orders can be placed through 
Flexischools and will need to be finalised by Monday, June 19. 
 
Have a lovely weekend,  

Jill Benham, Principal 

Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal  

 

 

Semester One reports can be accessed through the Compass parent portal on Friday, June 23. Instructions on 

how to access these reports will be sent out via a Compass post prior to reports being open to families on Friday 

afternoon. Parent Teacher Conferences will be open on Compass for bookings early in Term 3. 

 
As part of our commitment to continuous improvement in 
our approach to child safety and wellbeing we will be 
running a volunteer induction session on Thursday, July 
13 online via WebEx.  
 
All volunteers at Avondale Primary School are required 
to hold a current Working with Children Check Clearance 
and attend a volunteer induction session.  
 
This includes canteen helpers and classroom helpers. 
Anyone wanting to attend this meeting can email the 
school at avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au to register 
and receive the meeting invitation closer to the date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEMESTER ONE REPORTS 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE CANTEEN 



 

Refugee Week 2023: Finding Freedom  

Refugee Week is an important opportunity for us all to 

experience and celebrate the rich cultures of refugee 

communities through theatre, music, dance, film, food 

and other kinds of events that take place all over 

Australia - and beyond. 

What does it mean to be free? To live without the fear 

of war, to have your basic human rights upheld, to live 

in equality and without the fear of persecution are just 

some of the examples of what freedom can entail. 

Everyday millions of people across the world embark 

on dangerous journeys for the sole purpose of finding 

safety and freedom. From Australia to nations across 

the globe, settling into a new environment after 

experiencing the perils of a refugee’s journey can also 

provide the opportunity to live, to love and to dream. 

 

 

 

 
 
Well done to all the students who have logged books and written book reviews on the Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge website. So far, our students have registered reading 229 books. There are 84 days left to complete 
the Premiers’ Reading Challenge. Congratulations to the three students who have already completed the 
challenge.  
 
Here are some book 
reviews submitted by 
our Avondale P.S. 
students. Happy 
Reading! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD REFUGEE WEEK 

PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 



 

 

Thank you to those volunteers who have signed up to enable us to start a Walking School Bus at Avondale 

Primary School. See the below links and information as we are looking for additional volunteers. 

 

Walking School Bus Volunteers - YouTube 

https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/live/my-neighbourhood/schools/ 

 

 

DROP OFF AND PICK UP PINK ZONE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

WALKING SCHOOL BUS 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dilp89_ljfi8&data=05%7C01%7Cjill.benham%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cae39854f92b1468521ca08db2a50de0c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638150299073510605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NaeByzSVl0F07Vsl6J2%2FWDQAuAHZOO7MvLUsII9zxoA%3D&reserved=0
https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/live/my-neighbourhood/schools/


 
Whilst Avondale Primary School understands that many families in our school community 

keep dogs as pets, to ensure that our school remains a safe and inclusive place for everyone, 

pet dogs are not permitted on school grounds under any circumstances. 

Our school community is diverse and may include people that are allergic or uncomfortable 

around dogs. We are also conscious of the health hazards that may be posed by dogs. We 

ask that families please leave their pet dogs at home or safely tether them outside school 

grounds when attending our school or school events.   

 
 

 

 

DOGS AT SCHOOL POLICY 

TEAM KIDS HOLIDAY PROGRAM 



 
We are excited to share with you a fundraising opportunity that has been organised 
by a member of our school community. Trevor Harrison, (dad of 3 Avondale 
students) will be participating in the upcoming Brooks Surf Coast Trail 42km 
Marathon which takes runners along the Surf Coast Walk, starting in Torquay and 
finishing in Fairhaven, Victoria. Trevor has nominated Avondale Primary School as 
the recipient of any funds raised. These funds will be used to purchase literacy 
resources with a particular focus on decodable readers. 
 
We encourage our school community to support Trevor by visiting the fundraising 
page link below. 
 
Trevor Harrison- My Cause fundraising page 

 
 

 

In Foundation A, we have been actively engaged in learning to recognize and model numbers up to 10. We have 
been identifying dot formations (known as subitising) and explaining our reasoning behind it. We also have been 
sharing and exploring various ways to make numbers and understanding the concept of part-part-whole 
relationships to create numbers up to 10. We have participated in a variety of hands-on experiences aimed at 
modelling and representing numbers in various ways.  

 

 

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

Numeracy 
 

https://www.mycause.com.au/p/314786/avondale-primary-school-foundation-literacy-resources


  

In Foundation B, we have had fun learning about 2D shapes! We incorporated some reading into maths and read 
our favourite Mr Men books. We then got to make our own Mr Men shapes and they look great! 

 

 

In Foundation C, over the last few weeks we have been learning all about our 2D shapes. We have enjoyed exploring 
2D shapes by grouping, sorting, drawing and creating characters using 2D shapes.   

  



  

In Grade 1, students have been learning about a variety of Addition strategies. This has included the picture strategy 
(draw it, solve it, write it), counting on from the largest number using a 100 chart or number line, and making to ten. 
With a bank of strategies, students are now able to choose the most effective strategy when solving an addition 
problem, show their working out and explain their reasoning. Great mathematical thinking, everyone! 

  

 

 

 

In 2A we have been expanding our mathematical knowledge through lots of hands-on activities. We have been using 
balance scales to compare the mass of different classroom objects and determine if they are heavier, lighter or 
about the same. We have also been exploring Australian money; looking at the features, ordering based on value 
and making equivalent collections. 



 

 

  

In 2B, we have been learning and exploring Australian money. We have spoken about the features of coins and 
dollars, ordered these amounts and added collections together. Students loved learning about money! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2C, we have been learning about Australian money. We have successfully explored the 6 coins and 5 notes within 
our dollar currency. Students ordered collections of coins from least value to the most valuable and counted various 
collections. We also played a board game where we rolled the dice, landed on a space and counted the collection. 
They had so much fun!  

 
 

 

 



Grade 3 students have been learning strategies for addition and subtraction, including fact families, bridging to ten 
and using a number line. We have explored the concept of equivalence through problem solving tasks. 

  

 
 

 

This week Grade 4 students have continued their learning focusing on strategies that can be used for subtraction. 
For measurement we have extended students' understanding of time. They are practising skills such as telling the 
time on an analogue, digital, 24-hour clock and converting time into seconds and minutes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This week Grade 4B, learnt to play a new Bingo game. We had to apply some mathematical thinking as we tried to 
cover all the clues on our game board. We found the difference between numbers, determined if the sum of the 
numbers made were odd or even and thought about the different operations we could use to reach a targeted 
number. We have enjoyed opportunities to work in a partnership to support one another. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In 5/6A, we have been learning about addition and subtraction. We have explored various strategies when solving a 
range of problems. We have also been measuring and creating different types of angles using protractors. It has 
been great to see the students continue to build on their mathematical knowledge this term. 

In 5/6B, we have been learning about number patterns, addition and subtraction. We worked independently and 
collaboratively solving open ended problems. We are so proud of the mathematicians in our class and how they 
share their thinking and show persistence when working mathematically. 

In the photos below you can see us working on solving a range of problems using the digit cards 0-9.  

How many solutions can you find to the problems? 

Create a pattern 

Use the digits 0-9, at most one time each, place a digit 
each box to make a pattern that changes by the same 
amount each time. 

Subtraction  
Using the digits 1 to 9 at most one time each, fill in the boxes to make the difference equal 
to 39. 

 

  

 



 

 

Grade 5/6D 
We have been studying addition and subtraction in numeracy during the term and 5/6D decided to see what they 
could come up with that made 10. The students are working in small groups and are presenting their information on 
a poster. We will also investigate how we can represent 10 pictorially. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

In Italian this week and next we will be completing our topics for the term.  

Foundation students are focusing on numeracy and read the Italian version of ‘hƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ {ƴŀƛƭΣ ¢Ŝƴ ƛǎ ŀ /ǊŀōΩ counting 
the legs of each animal in Italian. 

Grade 2 students performed their Juice Bar role play story ‘Succhi di Frutta’ where they designed a menu and 
character from the story and practised buying and selling fruit juices. 

In grade 5/6 students are completing their final task for the unit ‘Le Belle Arti’ (the beautiful arts) where they have 
studied the works of Giuseppe Arcimboldo, creating a self-portrait out of fruits and writing a description of their 
design in Italian. 

 

 

 

 

 



Visual Arts 
This fortnight in Visual Arts, grade 4 students finished their papier mache ice cream. After spending weeks of 
painting each section, we finally got to the fun part – the topping. Everyone had so much fun adding their favourite 
toppings, such as, sprinkles, choc-chip, salt rocks for the salted caramel flavour, chocolate flake, chocolate syrup and 
marshmallows. Wow!  They look so, so, so amazing, realistic and yummy to eat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 
Foundation students have been building boats with different materials and testing them to see if they will float or 
sink.  
Grade 1 students experimented with mixing ingredients and made playdough to explore the effects of what 
happens when we mix everyday materials together. 
Grade 2 students' highlight of the week was making slime. Students experimented how some changes cannot be 
reversed and enjoyed stretching and squeezing the final product.  
Grade 3, 4, 5 & 6, students prepared their solids and liquids posters and practised their presentation skills. Students 
used the experience to showcase all the knowledge and skills they have learnt throughout the term. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 7: 5th June – 9th June 

STUDENT NAME   GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Lewis F  Foundation A Learning For trying his hardest to write a sentence about jellyfish 
using some sounds he has learnt.  

Hannah A  Foundation B Respect For always being an inclusive and welcoming friend. You 
are a superstar! 

Selena Foundation C Learning For trying her very best this week in writing. Keep it up 
Selena! 

Nhan N 1A Responsibility  For being confident during the Swimming Program and 
organised with your belongings. Well done this week 
Nhan! 

Ruby H 1B Learning For being a hardworking student.  Ruby worked 
independently, using her own ideas in writing. Well done 
Ruby. 

Chloe 1C Learning For her wonderful visualising of the song ‘You are my 
Sunshine’. Keep up the great work Chloe! 

Connor O 2A Responsibility 
Respect 

 Learning 

For being safe and responsible travelling to and from the 
pool and always listening to his swimming instructors. 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – Term Two: Weeks 7 and 8 



Ehan K 2B Learning For his improved letter formation during writing tasks. 
Well done! 

Maison P 2C Learning For creating a great bubble wand and blowing magnificent 
bubbles during our science experiment.  

Enrique S 3A Responsibility For being a responsible and well organised member of the 
class, particularly during our swimming program this term. 
Well done Enrique! 

Steven V 3B Learning For his commitment and enthusiasm towards learning to 
swim. 

Lindsay N 3C Learning For your outstanding results in your addition post test! 

Dante Q 4A Learning For making connections to a historical fiction text and 
reading aloud with fluency and expression.  

Chanel 4B Learning For working hard to improve her subtraction skills and 
showing great improvement in her accuracy level! 

Natasha A 4C Responsibility For being responsible and showing an ongoing 
commitment to learning. Well done Natasha! 

Nathan 5/6A Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For creating algebraic expressions and evaluating them by 
substituting a given value for each variable. Well done 
Nathan! 

Lua K 5/6B 
 

Learning For writing a detailed, creative Gold Rush newspaper 
article. Well done Lua! 

Luna S 5/6C Responsibility 
Learning 

For tackling every task with a positive attitude and for 
taking pride in the accurate completion of her work. Great 
job, Luna! 

Hung 5/6E Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being a super organised Gate Monitor and 
 being a great team motivator. 

Aleen   
5/6 E 

 Visual Arts  Learning  For her articulate work and attention to detail. Well done, 
Aleen! 

Emily 
 Foundation A 

Science F-2 Learning For using her knowledge of materials to construct a boat 
that is waterproof and able to float. Well Done Emily!  

Jenson  
3C 

Science 3-6 Learning For showing enthusiasm and actively engaging during class 
discussions to share his observations and ideas with his 
peers. Well done Jenson! 

Philip G  
Foundation B 

Italian F-2 Learning For actively contributing to class discussions and putting 
lots of effort into his work. Forza Philip! 

 

Week 8: 12th June – 16th June 

STUDENT NAME   GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 



Frederik Foundation A Respect For being a bucket filler and always including others. 

Ava K Foundation B Learning For her use of letter sound knowledge in writing a page 
for our class book. Well done Ava! 

Mack H Foundation C Learning  For always trying his very best! Keep it up Mack.  

Maliah K 1A Learning For showing confidence in her reading and writing this 
term. You have made amazing improvements! Keep it 
up Maliah! 

Ayden 1B Learning For showing perseverance and focus when making and 
recording friends of 10 during maths. 

Marcus 1C Learning  For always listening to instructions and remaining 
focused and on task. 

Chloe J 2A Learning 
Responsibility 

For your persistence and determination to improve your 
writing. Taking time to practise handwriting and adding 
finger spaces has really paid off. Well done! 

Chloe T 2B Learning For her detailed creative writing using the prompt ‘If I 
was the Prime Minister’. Great work! 

Arin A 2C Responsibility 
Respect 

 Learning 

For being safe and responsible travelling to and from 
the pool and always listening to his swimming 
instructors over our two week swimming program. 

Phillip C 3A Learning For being an excellent learner by demonstrating his 
advanced knowledge of fact families during our addition 
and subtraction units. 

Abi N 3B Learning For her excellent approach to her learning. Always 
giving her best and knowing when to ask for help.  

Ivy L 3C Learning For publishing your persuasive text ‘Camping is better 
than Hotels’ to a high standard! 

Raniya T 4A Responsibility 
Respect 

 Learning 

For confidently reading aloud her entertaining, 
descriptive narrative to the class.  

Anton Q 4B Learning For having a positive attitude towards his learning and 
for working productively throughout the semester. 

Sophia F 4C Responsibility 
Respect 

For consistently being respectful and responsible in all 

areas of learning. Well done Sophia! 

Isabel N 5/6A Learning For consistently completing all areas of your learning to 
an excellent standard. Well done! 

James P 5/6B  Responsibility 
Learning 

For showing great initiative with his passion project and 
research into geckos! Well done, James! 

Ethan H 5/6C          Respect 
Responsibility 

For thinking of others and offering to share helpful 
information and resources. Amazing job! 



Joel M 5/6D Responsibility 
Learning 

For working well to complete his work requirements 
and for the improvement of his maths challenge results. 
Well done! 

Daniel 
 2C 

Performing Arts Learning For performing in a  creative dance routine 

Mia B 
5/6B 

 Visual Arts  Learning For her creative sense of colour and tones in her Ned 
Kelly landscape artwork. Great job, Mia! 

Hannah A 
FB 

Science F-2 Responsibility 
Respect 
Learning 

For always working hard to complete her tasks. Hannah 
created a boat with the correct waterproof materials. 
Well done! 

Josiah A 
Vinci N 

3C 

Science 3-6 Respect 
 Learning 

For demonstrating respectful and effective partner work 
during our solids and liquids poster creations. They 
worked as a team and negotiated tasks. Well done Vinci 
and Josiah!  

Cora H  
2C 

Italian F-2 Learning For her fantastic effort in her juice bar role play this 
week. Forza Cora! 
 

Sandin  
4B 

Italian 3-6 Learning For enthusiastically contributing to class discussions on 
Italian culture. Forza Sandin! 

Phillip G PE  F-2 Learning For having a great term in PE, being an active learner 
and displaying awesome PE skills. 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS JUNIOR TENNIS CLINICS: North Park Tennis Club, Flemington 
Road Parkville. 
 
Clinic 1 
June Tennis Clinic! 
Monday 26/6 
Tuesday 27/6 
Thursday 29/6 
 
Clinic 2 
July Tennis Clinic! 
Monday 3/7 
Tuesday 4/7 
Thursday 6/7 
 
Option 1 
9.30am to 11am  
 
Option 2 
9.30am to 12.30pm  
 
To confirm a spot please text or Email (Gabriel) the kids full names, ages, days and times you wish to take part in 
to: 
ttpt@optusnet.com.au Or 0418178328. 
 

 

mailto:ttpt@optusnet.com.au

