
AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER #8 Friday May 29, 2026 
VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 
 

Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing 
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse. 

  

 

 

Hello to our Avondale community, 

We were excited to see such strong attendance at our 

Foundation and Grade One Parent and Carer 

Mathematics session, where families joined us to 

explore the early building blocks of mathematics. The 

high level of engagement highlighted our community’s 

shared commitment to supporting children’s 

mathematical confidence from the very beginning of 

their learning journey. The session focused on building 

understanding of subitising strategies, exploring how 

children learn to instantly recognise small quantities 

without counting, a key foundation for addition, 

number sense and flexible thinking. 

Parents and carers participated in hands-on 

experiences and took away practical ideas to use at 

home, including number games to build confidence 

and fluency. We appreciate the enthusiasm and 

partnership shown by our families. Together, we are helping our learners develop strong and connected mathematical 

foundations. 

 

Acknowledgement of Country  IMPORTANT DATES 

TERM 2 2026 

Thursday 4 June 8:30am – 9:00am 
Second Hand Uniform Shop open  
 

9.15am Webex Volunteer Induction 
Session: Child Safety & OHS 

Monday 8 June King’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Wednesday 10 June Scholastic Book Club closes  

Friday 12 June Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #2 
(selected students only) 
 

Payment due for those families who 
completed an expression of interest in 
the Grade 1-3 Swimming Program 

Monday 15 June Term 2 Special Lunch Order closes 

Tuesday 16 June 5.00pm-6.00pm Foundation 2027 
Information Session for prospective 
families  

Friday 19 June Open Classrooms from 2:30pm – 
3:15pm with a focus on Inquiry 
Learning 
 

3:10pm – 3:30pm  
Second Hand Uniform Shop open  

Monday 22 June Cyber Safety Project in-school Event 
Foundation – Grade 6 
 

Term 2 Special Lunch Order 

Wednesday 24 June Grade 4 Visit to EKC (Essendon Keilor 
College) Niddrie 

Friday 26 June Last day Term 2 
EARLY dismissal - 2.15pm  

Yard supervision times: 8.30am - 8.50am and 3.15pm-3.30pm  



 

Professional Learning Communities, over the past two weeks, have been 

focusing on  moderating student writing, strengthening our shared 

understanding of the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 and supporting consistent 

assessment across the school. These collaborative sessions enable our teachers 

to work together to analyse writing samples, discuss achievement standards 

and align expectations across grades, helping build a common language and 

deepen familiarity with the curriculum.

 

National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to reflect on our shared histories and to deepen our 

understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures. It encourages us to think about the steps we can take, 

individually and together, to build respectful relationships and a more just future. This year’s theme, All In, reminds 

us that reconciliation is everyone’s responsibility and that meaningful change happens when we all participate, not 

just observe. 

Families have access to a selection of books to read in the National Reconciliation Week folder on StoryBox online at 

home via: https://storyboxhub.com/     Username: avondaleprimary      Password: avondale 

 

In the Teaching and Learning section of the newsletter, families will be able to read more about how students engaged 

with National Reconciliation Week and explored themes through meaningful classroom learning experiences. This 

section also highlights students’ English and Specialist learning, accompanied by photographs of student work. 

We extend a HUGE thanks to our amazing fundraising sub-committee for organising the Mother’s and Special 

Person’s stall, proudly raising $2055 for our school. Thank you to our families for supporting this event. 

Our Berry Street Education Model Curriculum Day last Friday brought all staff together for a powerful and practical 

deep dive into the Relationship Module, reinforcing our shared commitment to creating safe, predictable and 

connected learning environments. Throughout the day, staff engaged enthusiastically in learning experiences that 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstoryboxhub.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc1a7999e8fe1442bef5308deb4bf04d3%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639146930238055951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d1IcytQNahvw0YOLiCBjyY4E%2FvdjZgKPrjD1PvJQX08%3D&reserved=0


explored how strong, attuned relationships form the foundation for student wellbeing and academic growth. The 

professional learning centred on building emotional literacy and using relational strategies that help students feel 

seen, supported and ready to learn. Key learning highlights included: 

• Co-regulation strategies — exploring how adults can model calm, predictable responses that help students 

return to a regulated state. 

• Attachment and safety — understanding how consistent routines and relational warmth build trust and 

psychological safety. 

• Micro-moments of connection — identifying small, intentional interactions that strengthen teacher–student 

rapport. 

• Strength-based language — practising ways to affirm student identity and promote resilience. 

• Restorative conversations — learning approaches that repair relationships and maintain classroom harmony. 

Staff reflected on how these practices can be embedded into everyday routines and the day sparked rich discussion 

about how relational pedagogy can uplift both student engagement and staff wellbeing. This learning strengthens our 

collective capacity to create classrooms where every student feels connected, capable and ready to thrive and works 

towards achieving goals in our 2026 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP). 

Through working together, we can help students confidently manage their own school routines. We kindly ask parents 

and carers to ensure their child knows when they have a recess snack and/or lunch order from the Canteen, to 

promote and reinforce the taking of responsibility for collecting it from the canteen. This small routine is a great 

opportunity to build confidence, independence and organisational skills in our students. To help strengthen these 

habits, families can: 

• talk about the order and remind your child in the morning that they have a recess snack waiting for them at 

the canteen 

• build independent routines to encourage them to check in with the canteen at recess 

• promote responsibility and reinforce positive habits 

• use visual cues, like a simple note in the lunchbox  

 

 

Have a fantastic weekend, 

 

Avondale PS School Improvement Team 

Jill, Jenna, Sarah, Frances and Amy 

 

 

Term 2 2026 Monday 20 April - Friday 26 June 
Student Free Day: Friday 22 May 

Term 3 2026 
 

Monday 13 July - Friday 18 September 
Student Free Day: Wednesday 19 August 

Term 4 2026 
 

Monday 5 October - Friday 18 December 
Student Free Day: Monday 2 November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 TERM DATES & CURRICULUM DAYS 



 

We are excited to announce our upcoming Term 2 Special Fried Rice Lunch Order. For $12.00, students can enjoy: 

- Fried rice (Chicken or Vegetarian option) 

- 2 spring rolls (Vegetarian or Gluten Free) with sweet chilli dipping sauce 

- Choc chip cookie (Gluten free option available) 

-  Water/ Apple Juice/ Apple & Blackcurrant Juice 

Orders opened on FlexiSchools yesterday, Thursday 28 May and will remain available until Monday 15 June. The 

special lunch will take place on Monday 22 June, giving students something delicious to look forward to in the last 

week of this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

The TK Big Skip is in full swing!  

Children at TeamKids are enjoying a fun skipping challenge this term, in partnership with Dairy Farmers - building 

skills, staying active and having fun with friends. 

Less screen time, more Oomph! There’s still time to join - book your child into TeamKids this Term 2. 👉 

www.teamkids.com.au/venues 
 

 
 

 

 

TERM TWO SPECIAL LUNCH ORDER 

TEAM KIDS 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdairyfarmers.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cce95803010e446c3f98d08deafbf8c43%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639141434410481853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XfhTMa9gIXHfZfbLoLAuhb77Y%2BxUCT01piws8um%2Brgg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teamkids.com.au%2Fvenues&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cce95803010e446c3f98d08deafbf8c43%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639141434410504060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QgwMzoFj3wPKswdjt%2FidbK9kyXHxKYUlHFuh9elThwQ%3D&reserved=0


 

COMING SOON to  

Avondale Primary School 

COOKIE DOUGH FUNDRAISER 
Our delicious Billy G’s Gourmet Cookie Dough Fundraiser will begin later this term. 

It’s an easy and tasty way to support our school community. Each 1kg tub makes 

40 cookies, comes in 10 flavours and earns $4 in fundraising profit per tub for our 

school. 

 

This year’s fundraiser is 100% online and cashless, making ordering simple and secure for families. Your support 

helps us fundraise, one scoop at a time. Let’s make this our most successful cookie drive yet! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and we’re excited to be taking part!  

This year’s Challenge theme is ‘Stories to discover. Stories to tell’. Stories can inspire and challenge us, and help us 
grow. They open our eyes to new worlds and new ways of thinking.   

To participate, Log in to the Premiers’ Reading Challenge.  

Your child’s log in details will be glued into their Home Reading Diary/Journal. 

Access the Challenge book list 

The Challenge book list has lots of books to choose from. Most of the books that students read during the Challenge 
should be taken from the list. It is important that students: 

• read books appropriate for their year or reading level 

• check with their teacher or parent/carer if they want to read a book from the list for years 9 and 10 students, 
if they are not in those year levels (this list includes titles for mature readers). 

Read a certain number of books 

During the Challenge, a student will read a certain number of books that are suitable for them.  

Prep to Year 2: Read a total of 30 books, with 20 or more of those books from the Challenge book list 

Year 3 to Year 9: Read a total of 15 books, with 10 or more of those books from the Challenge book list 

Track books read 

Each student has a dashboard to track the books they read for the Challenge. Once a student has read a book, they 
should mark it as finished on their reading list. 

Have books verified 

Once a student has completed the Challenge, books need to be verified by a teacher. Following the verification, 
students that have completed the Challenge will receive a Certificate of Completion in Term 4. All children who 
complete the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and former 
premiers. 

To learn more about the Challenge, visit Premiers' Reading Challenge | vic.gov.au 

You can also contact our Challenge Coordinator – Sarah Carroll with any questions. 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 

https://www.vic.gov.au/register-and-log-in-premiers-reading-challenge
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge


POISONOUS MUSHROOMS 

Victorians are being reminded to stay vigilant, with poisonous mushrooms beginning to appear during autumn as 
conditions become cooler and wetter. Deputy Chief Health Officer Dr Evelyn Wong is warning people not to pick or 
eat wild mushrooms growing in home gardens or publicly accessible areas, as they can be poisonous and unsafe to 
consume. 

“Adults and children are advised not to handle wild mushrooms with bare hands or eat them, and pets should be kept 
away from areas where mushrooms are growing. Eating some wild mushroom can make you very sick or even kill you.” 
Dr Wong said. There is no home test available to distinguish safe and edible mushrooms from poisonous mushrooms 
and unless you are an expert, do not pick and consume wild mushrooms in Victoria, including in your home garden. 
Poisonous mushrooms, including death cap mushrooms and yellow-staining mushrooms, are more common in Victoria 
through the autumn and winter months, particularly after rain. 

    

Death Cap Mushrooms                                                  Yellow staining mushrooms 

It is important to safely remove any wild mushrooms growing at home to reduce the risk to young children and pets. 
Wild mushrooms growing in home gardens should be removed by wearing gloves, carefully placing them in a bag and 
disposing of them in a closed general waste (landfill) rubbish bin. Hands should be washed thoroughly afterwards. 

Victorians are strongly advised to only eat mushrooms purchased from supermarkets, greengrocers or other reputable 
retailers. The Victorian Poisons Centre received more than 400 calls relating to mushroom exposures in 2025, with 
nearly half of these calls involving exploratory exposures in children under the age of five. Poisoning can happen to 
anyone consuming wild mushrooms. If you or anyone in your care may have eaten a wild mushroom, do not wait for 
symptoms to develop. Please call the Victorian Poisons Centre immediately on 13 11 26 - available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week - for appropriate advice. 

“Common symptoms of mushroom poisoning can include stomach pains, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea. Ingesting death 
cap mushrooms can lead to irreversible organ failure and ultimately result in death.” 

If you or anyone in your care feels unwell after eating wild mushrooms, including with severe gastrointestinal 
symptoms, call 000 immediately for an ambulance. Do not call the Victorian Poisons Centre in an emergency. If your 
pet has ingested a wild mushroom, contact the Animal Poisons Helpline on 1300 869 738 for advice. More information 
about mushroom poisoning is available at the Better Health Channel. 

PROTECTING AGAINST MOSQUITO BORNE DISEASES 
Some areas in regional northern Victoria are experiencing a longer mosquito season this year due to recent flooding. 

While the overall risk is currently low, some mosquitoes may be carrying diseases that make people sick.  

The best protection against mosquito-borne illness is to avoid mosquito bites. The free Japanese encephalitis vaccine 

is also available for more Victorians.  
 

Free Japanese encephalitis vaccines  

Japanese encephalitis virus is spread to humans through bites from infected mosquitoes. It can cause a rare but 

potentially serious infection of the brain. 

The free Japanese encephalitis vaccine is available for: 

HEALTH ADVICE 

https://www.austin.org.au/poisons/
tel:131126
https://www.animalpoisons.com.au/
tel:1300869738
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/mushroom-poisoning
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/health-advisories/japanese-encephalitis-vaccine-eligibility-update


• people aged 2 months or older who live or work in eligible high-risk local government areas in Victoria  

• until Friday 31 July 2026, people who plan to visit high-risk areas in Victoria or interstate for outdoor 

recreation such as hiking, camping, caravaning or boating.  

For more information: 

• refer to the Department of Health’s Japanese encephalitis webpage for a list of high-risk areas 

• speak to your GP or immunisation provider to check if your family is eligible for a free vaccine ahead of any 

planned travel during the coming months. 

 

How to help prevent mosquito bites 

To help protect against mosquito bites, families can:  

• cover up as much as possible with long, loose-fitting, light-coloured clothing   

• apply insect repellent that contains picaridin or DEET on exposed skin when outdoors  

• limit outdoor activity if lots of mosquitoes are active 

• clean up and remove containers and items around the home that may hold water where mosquitoes may 

breed. 

Families with any health concerns should see their doctor or phone Nurse-on-Call: 1300 606 024 (available 24 hours). 

 

Find out more 

For more information on protecting against mosquito-borne diseases, families can refer to the following Better 

Health Channel pages: 

• Mosquitoes can carry diseases 

• Protect yourself from mosquito-borne disease, including a handy checklist to help reduce mosquito breeding 

sites at home and resources translated into other languages 

• Japanese encephalitis. 

Influenza (flu) can be serious, especially for children. Choose to protect yourself and your loved ones with an annual 

flu vaccine. The earlier you and your family get vaccinated, the better your protection heading into winter.  

Keeping our school community well  

We encourage parents and carers and students to: 

• wash or sanitise your hands thoroughly and regularly, particularly before and after touching your face 

• cough or sneeze into your elbow 

• stay home if unwell and consult your GP or Nurse-on-Call as needed 

• stay up to date with your flu vaccinations 

Flu vaccinations 

Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and older. Some people are more at risk of severe 

illness from flu, especially babies and toddlers. They can get a free vaccination as part of the National Immunisation 

Program. You can book a flu vaccine through your GP or pharmacy, or find a flu vaccine near you.  

RSV vaccinations for mothers and babies 

RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) is a common virus that causes colds and ear infections. In babies, it can cause severe 

illness like bronchiolitis.  The RSV vaccine is available for pregnant women as part of the National Immunisation 

Program. In Victoria, eligible babies can also get the RSV vaccine until Wednesday 30 September 2026. You can speak 

with your GP or midwife about the vaccine. 

Find out more 

For more information about staying well this winter, refer to: 

STAY WELL THIS WINTER 

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/japanese-encephalitis#vaccination
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/primary-care/nurse-on-call
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/mosquitoes-can-carry-diseases
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/protect-yourself-mosquito-borne-disease
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/japanese-encephalitis
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/flu-influenza
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/primary-care/nurse-on-call
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/seasonal-influenza-vaccine?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CHO-Advisory-Increase-in-COVID-flu-and-RSV-in-Victoria-10-June-2025&utm_content=health.vic.gov.au%2Fimmunisation%2Fseasonal-influenza-vaccine%23eligibility-for-the-free-influenza-vaccine&utm_source=comms.health.vic.gov.au#eligibility-for-the-free-influenza-vaccine
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/australian-health-services/all-services/influenza-flu-vaccine/1633181000168107
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/bronchiolitis


• your GP, pharmacist or midwife 

• the Better Health Channel – Don’t risk the flu campaign, including information about flu and other vaccines. 

This information is available in different languages 

• the Better Health Channel – RSV vaccine for mothers and infants 

the Raising Children Network – influenza, COVID-19, bronchiolitis and helping your child prepare for vaccination.  

 

 

When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are essential 

to create school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive.  

At Avondale Primary School all students are expected to be respectful, safe, and engaged. These behaviours help make 

our school a place where everyone can achieve their best. As a parent and carer, you play a vital role in helping your 

child to understand and meet shared behaviour expectations.  

 

 

 

 

We’re thrilled to announce our school is continuing to partner with Cyber Safety Project to offer parents access to 

the Cyber Safe Parents 2026 Webinar Series. These practical, easy-to-understand sessions, available live or on-

demand, will provide simple strategies to help families manage online safety, screen time, AI, and digital wellbeing. 

Pop these important dates into your calendars now: 
 

Remaining 2026 Topics & Dates: 

1. Balancing Life & Tech (Parent/Guardian session) – 3 August 

RESPECTFUL, SAFE, ENGAGED: SHARED EXPECTATIONS  

TO SUPPORT STUDENT BEHAVIOUR 

CYBER SAFETY PROJECT – ONLINE SAFETY WEBINARS FOR FAMILIES 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv
https://cybersafetyproject.com/


2. Cyberbullying & Resilience (Parent/Guardian session) – 27 October 
 

All sessions start at 7.30pm AEDT/AEST. Can’t attend live? Register to receive the recording and resources to watch 

at a time that suits you. Register here: https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026 (do not share this link on social 

media) 

 

 

Our school cares about the safety and wellbeing of our students and their families.   

Sometimes things at home or in a relationship are not OK or families can be worried about the wellbeing of their 

children or young people.  

 

The Orange Door can help you to get the support you need, quickly and easily. It’s free and you don’t need a referral. 

The Orange Door can help families. They provide support for concerns with parenting, relationships, and family 

violence. The Orange Door is a free intake and assessment service for: 

• families requiring support for their child or young person’s wellbeing or development  

SUPPORTING OUR FAMILIES 

https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026


• families needing parenting support  

• young, isolated, or unsupported families 

• individuals and families experiencing family violence 

• adults using family violence 

• young people using violence in the home.  

If you contact The Orange Door, they can help by: 

• working with you to identify the help and support you need 

• supporting you with the wellbeing and development of your child or young person 

• helping you make a safety plan if someone is making you feel unsafe 

• connecting you to services that can help like counselling, accommodation, mental health and drug and 
alcohol services, parenting support groups, services for children, financial help, or legal assistance 

• supporting you to access funding for basic living expenses and some other costs 

• supporting you to change abusive or controlling behaviour. 

Each Orange Door location across Victoria has their own phone number and email. Students and their families can 
also visit their local Orange Door in person for support, Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm for support. No appointment is 

needed. To find your local service, see: The Orange Door – Support near you. 

How schools connect with The Orange Door 

Our school might talk to a student and/or their family about The Orange Door.  We might encourage them to contact 

their local Orange Door to get advice and help if needed. Ideally, a student and/or their family will get in touch with 

The Orange Door to seek advice and support.  Sometimes, schools might make a referral to The Orange Door without 

the student or their family’s knowledge or consent.  Schools will do this if: 

• informing a student and/or family increases the risk to their safety or wellbeing 

• not linking a student to support increases the risk of their safety and wellbeing. 

You can learn more about: 

• The Orange Door and how they can help you and your family here. 

• how our school keeps our students safe by reading our Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy and our Child 

Safety Code of Conduct on the school website Policies page 

 

 

The purpose of the Student Dress Code Policy is to outline Avondale Primary School’s requirements for student dress 

and appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress code implementation and 

exemption processes. This dress code has been approved by Avondale Primary School’s School Council in close 

consultation with our subcommittees and school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual students 

whilst reflecting the values and interests of our community. Our school will assist families and students who may be 

experiencing difficulties complying with this policy where possible through avenues including State Schools Relief and 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop access. Uniform items are also available from Lowes Airport West or online. 

Families of students wearing non-compliant uniform items will be reminded of our Student Dress Code policy and 

asked to wear compliant uniform items. If a student is out of school uniform or otherwise breaches the Student Dress 

Code on a recurring basis, a Compass Chronicle will be recorded by the school and posted to families. If non-compliance 

with the dress code becomes a continued occurrence, the School Improvement Team will follow up with a phone call 

or meeting, with the school continuing to work with the student and family to support compliance. 

Jewellery and cosmetics  

Due to safety and security concerns students are not encouraged to wear jewellery to school. These include stud 

earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, bracelets and necklaces. Watches that are not internet enabled are permitted, 

however the school does not take responsibility for these items.  

The wearing of cosmetics and fake fingernails at school is not permitted. 

STUDENT DRESS CODE 

https://www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au/support-near-you
https://www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au/who-we-are
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/page/9/Policies
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_dress_code_policy.docx_1.pdf
https://www.lowes.com.au/schools-online/avondale-primary-school?srsltid=AfmBOopMIe1FNr87yHYlfcstrjwSuaxrj9eVP0j7dTN5qqFHI_lppGVt


 

 

Enrolling in Foundation in 2027 

  

Foundation is the first year of primary school in Victoria. Your child can start 

school if they turn 5 years old before 30 April 2027. School is compulsory once 

your child turns 6 years old. 

Applications to enrol in a Victorian government primary school for 2027:  

• Open from Monday 20 April 2026  

• Due by Friday 31 July 2026 

 

This year we are also offering an information night for prospective 2027 

Foundation families on TUESDAY 16 JUNE from 5pm-6pm. Please email or call 

our school if you would like to attend this session. 

 

Applications are open for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). The CSEF helps eligible families cover the cost 

of school excursions or in school events, camps and sporting activities. 

Payment amounts for eligible families this year have increased to $400 

for primary and secondary school students. This is up from $154 and 

$256 respectively. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or  support an  out of 

home care student you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 

category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 

allowance is paid directly to the school to use towards expenses relating 

to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

Completed CSEF forms need to be submitted to the front office at school 

by Friday 26 June 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2027 FOUNDATION ENROLMENT 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION INSURANCE POLICIES 



A reminder that the Department of Education insurance policies, which includes Avondale Primary School, do not 

cover: 

• personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students - parents/carers of students, who do not have 

student accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for 

injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs. 

Parents/carers can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers. 
 

• private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors  

 

At Avondale Primary School, we prioritise regular school attendance. We work with families to ensure students are in 
class with their peers and teachers and enjoying all the benefits that brings. Attending school every day means 
experiencing what counts – the learning, friendship, fun and opportunities that can shape your child’s future. 

We understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school, however, to ensure minimal disruption 
to their education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental appointments outside of school time. 
If your child is well enough to attend but is worried about friendships, schoolwork or assessment, please encourage 
them to come to school. Avoiding school can make these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern of 
behaviour.  

If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher or a member of the School Improvement Team 
so we can work together to support them. We know that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to get 
your children to school. If your child must miss school, notify us as soon as possible via Compass.  

For more information about the importance of everyday attendance, see Attendance and Missing School. 
Remember, Every Day Counts.  

Please log into Compass and address any unexplained absences your child may have. If families need assistance, please 

send an email to the school email address avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call the office on 9318- 1755. This 

helps to keep our attendance data up to date and accurate. 

 
 

 

 

 

CHILD SAFETY 

ATTENDANCE 

https://www.vic.gov.au/attendance-and-missing-school
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Child safety and wellbeing at Avondale Primary School: Information for families and the school community 
 
Avondale Primary School is committed to providing an environment where students are safe and feel safe. 
 
Our child safety framework on our school webpage explains how we support and maintain child safety and wellbeing 
at Avondale Primary School. It includes our: 

• Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy 

• Child abuse (including grooming) – identification and response, and 

• Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines acceptable and unacceptable behaviours for all staff and 
volunteers at our school. 

 
Our students and families are important partners in providing a child safe environment. These regular newsletter 
reminders are one of the ways we ensure our school community is aware of: 

- our commitment to child safety, and  
- how to provide feedback or raise child safety concerns. 

 
If you have any concerns about child safety at any time, please contact the school on 9318 1755 or at 
avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au and ask to speak to a member of the leadership team. Any child safety 
complaints or concerns are treated seriously. For more information about our school’s complaints process, see our 
Complaints Policy. 
 
We also welcome your ideas on ways we can improve our approach to child safety and wellbeing. If you have any 
suggestions or comments please contact the school on 9318 1755 or at avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/page/21/Child-Safety--APS-is-a-Child-Safe-School
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/complaints_policy_updated_june_2025.docx_1.pdf
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Foundation students have been using the story Where the Lyrebird Lives to inspire their writing and drawing. 

Students explored different parts of a sentence, including the when, who, what is happening, and where. They also 

used rich descriptive language from the story to create their own imaginative habitat sentences and animal sounds. 

Students loved bringing their ideas to life through their writing and illustrations.  

 

 

 

 

Celebration of Learning – English Learning and Specialist Highlights 



 

 

Grade 1 students have been reading the story Market Day by Carrie Gallasch and Hannah Sommerville. Students 

have been exploring the vocabulary, including the use of the author’s descriptive language. Students transformed a 

sentence from the book, by changing the verb in the sentence and making a list of things their character did. The 

students were proud of their efforts! 

 

 

 

 



  

Grade 2 students have been exploring prefixes and suffixes, learning how adding these word parts can change not 

only a word’s meaning but also its spelling. We have also been listening to stories for National Reconciliation Week 

and have painted rocks for our school garden with our buddies as a fun learning experience. 

 

Additionally, the Grade 2s have also been learning about information writing and students have written a report 

about an animal of their choice. Using our mentor text Market Day, we have been investigating the author’s 

deliberate word choices and using its structure to guide our own recount writing about our Community Walk. 

Students enjoyed these learning experiences.  

 

 



 

 

 

2C & 5/6C  

 

 

 
Harrision 



  

 

 

 



Grade 3/4 students have had a busy few weeks working through a range of different English focuses. As a part of 

Reconciliation Week, students have created thoughtful reflective pieces including beautiful hibiscus artworks to 

commemorate National Sorry Day, while discussing the importance of all Australians coming together to recognise, 

respect and celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and cultures, and how we can all be “All In” for 

reconciliation. Students have also been researching different countries and learning about the features of 

information texts. Using this knowledge, they successfully planned, drafted and published their own information 

reports. Additionally, students have been enjoying our focus text, On the River by Roland Harvey, where we have 

been learning about the Murray River. We are closely examining the author’s writing style and techniques and are 

excited to incorporate these ideas into their own writing pieces in the coming weeks! 

  

 

 



  

 

 

 

 



 

Grade 5/6 students have been exploring the nonfiction text Under the Southern Cross by Frané Lessac. They have 

developed their comprehension skills by retelling the text, exploring key vocabulary and grammar features and 

examining the author’s language choices and text structure. Using Lessac’s planning structure as inspiration, 

students have begun brainstorming and drafting their own nonfiction pieces. 

 

As part of National Reconciliation Week, students read Finding Our Heart by Thomas Mayor and explored point of 

view while learning about the Uluru Statement from the Heart. Students enjoyed working with their Grade Two 

buddies to recognise, respect and celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and cultures through a 

collaborative rock-painting activity.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Science 

Over the past two weeks, students across all year levels have been engaged in hands-on Science learning, exploring 

the properties of materials and how they change. 

 

Foundation students investigated how to select materials based on their properties. They explored suitable 

materials for a raincoat and designed their own waterproof capes, applying their understanding in a creative and 

practical way. 

 

In Grades 1 and 2, students explored how temperature changes affect materials. Using frozen and thawed fruit, 

they observed and discussed how objects respond to heating and cooling. 

 

Grades 3 and 4 students focused on absorbency and how material properties influence their use. They designed 

tested materials such as Chux cloths, tissues, baking paper, and paper towels to determine which of these materials 

was most absorbent. They used pipets, measuring jugs and hypothesised and reported on their results.  
 

In Grades 5 and 6, students explored reversible and irreversible changes through hands-on investigations. They 

examined water filtration to clean dirty water and investigated how popcorn pops as an example of an irreversible 

change. 
 

It has been wonderful to see students across all year levels engaged and developing their scientific inquiry skills.  



  

  

Physical Education 

Congratulations to the following students who qualified for 

divisional cross country: 

• Alicia P 

• Savannah L 

• Lily R 

• Sean T 

• Ollie C  

• Quinten L 



 

This is an amazing achievement as all students placed in the top 10 

at our district event where they raced against a variety of schools. 

Students participate in wet weather conditions where they 

demonstrate great resilience to push through the race. 

 

A huge congratulations to Sean T who came 2nd at the Divisional 

Event and has now qualified for Regionals. This is an amazing 

achievement and the whole Avondale Community is very proud. 

Good Luck Sean! 

 

 

 

 

  

Performing Arts 

Drama is the order of the day! By that we mean, demonstrating how the use of voice, facial expression and body 

movement can depict characters and scenes other than ourselves in daily life. The students have blossomed as they 

play various roles in character. The use of props and music have also enhanced our performances and entertained 

our audience. Great work everyone! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Maisie R Foundation A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For demonstrating a positive approach during our fine motor 
rotations and trying her best on all activities! Well done Maisie 
:)   

Amelie W Foundation B Learning For doing an amazing job at remaking your sentence. Keep up 
the great work Amelie! 

Izaac Foundation C Learning For showing great listening skills during our learning this week. 

Georgia 1A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

Always using her manners and being a friendly face in the 
classroom!  

Thiago S 1B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For trying your best in all activities and showing a positive 
attitude towards learning! 

Jack T-B 1C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always trying your best, showing perseverance and being 
an amazing listener during class time. Keep up the awesome 
effort Jack! 

Megan T 2A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For demonstrating our school values by showing readiness to 
learn and engaging in all tasks positively. Well Done!  

Mahi A 2B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For doing an amazing job at practising his doubling with Talia! 
Keep it up Mahi! 

Noah B 2C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For applying improved efforts to complete work tasks with a 
positive attitude.  

Tim Z 3/4A Learning For confidently and clearly sharing your thinking during our 
Patterns and Algorithms math this week.  

Hannah A.F. 3/4B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being a positive and hardworking member of our class. You 
consistently show kindness, responsibility, and a great attitude 
towards your learning. Keep up the wonderful effort! 

Jacob R 3/4C  
Learning 

For showing confidence and actively participating in our 
reading session on Monday. Great job identifying different 
non-fiction text features. Keep it up Jacob!   

Amelia M 3/4D Learning For your wonderful engagement during our lessons about the 
Murray River. Thank you for sharing your thinking with the 
class, and your thoughtful visualisation drawing of the rivers 
journey. Amazing work Amelia! 

Nina P 3/4E Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For your attention to detail and beautiful informative writing. 
You should be so proud of your information text on Papua New 
Guinea, you have worked so hard! 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – Term Two: Week 5 



Keira L 5/6A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For the thoughtfulness you put into your presentation of your 
work and for the patience you show with your classmates. Well 
done Keira, keep it up!  

Connor O 5/6B  Responsibility 
Learning 

For being an organised and focused learner during our Inquiry 
sessions. Connor works hard to gather research, note take and 
present his information in a creative way. Keep up the good 
work! 

Cameron B 5/6C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For your impressive work discussing the themes of ‘Boy 
Overboard’, using text evidence to support your thinking. Well 
done Cameron!  

Helen  5/6D Learning For demonstrating her best efforts when writing her narrative. 
Well done Helen!  

Lily  5/6E Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For the way you express your kindness and respect to your 
teachers and peers. Thank you for always smiling and 
willingness to try new things.  

 
 

 
 

 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Nandor  
1C 

Performing 
Arts 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

Thank you for rising to the challenge of being a narrator for our 
play. Great work Nandor! 

Leila H 
5/6D 

 Visual Arts   Learning Showing patience and precision in painting her beautiful 
boomerang design. Awesome job! 

Jasper W 
1C 

Science F-2 Learning For creating a superhero using the material clay independently. 

Konstantina 
3/4D 

Science 3-6 Learning For being such an active class member during our discussion on 
absorbency and waterproof materials. Keep it up! 

Mila R  
1C 

AUSLAN F-2 Learning For being a super focused learner and confidently signing all of 
the ‘camping’ signs to her peers. Mila has been participating very 
well during our Auslan lessons and is developing her signing 
knowledge very well!  

Rachel C 
3/4E 

AUSLAN 3-6 Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being an excellent learner by demonstrating how to 
accurately interpret many new signs and share her knowledge 
with her peers. Great work Rachel! 

Wesley K PE  F-2 Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For showing great growth in your learning and for coming to PE 
ready to try your best. 

Hunter W PE 3-6 Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always coming to each lesson with a positive attitude and for 
always trying your best. 

 

 

SPECIALIST AWARDS – Term Two: Week 5 



 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Toby Foundation A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For his amazing writing piece about making jelly! Well done for 
listening to and writing down all the sounds you heard. Keep it 

up Toby :) 

Ember Y Foundation B Learning Ember has been doing a fantastic job sounding out words and 
recording sounds in her writing. We are so proud of her effort 
and confidence. Well done, Ember! 

Harriet D Foundation C Learning Great work on your amazing writing efforts this week Harriet :)  

James 1A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For writing a descriptive sentence that included a simile! 

Mia P  1B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For demonstrating creativity and trying your best with creating 
your own sentences using the mentor text Market Day! 

Ivaan P 1C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For your excellent focus and listening during class this week. 
Keep up the great effort Ivaan, it’s helping you learn so much! 

Leen A 2A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For trying your best in all your learning activities this week, 
especially in writing. Keep up the amazing effort! 

Amelia A 2B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For her excellent handwriting in her Community Walk piece 
and her improved focus on spaces between her words. Keep it 
up! 

Elisa N.H. 2C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For persisting at improving her number facts and reading skills 
and making efforts to get along with others.  

Imogen 3/4A Learning For demonstrating being a learner by applying your knowledge 
of figurative language to your writing. 

Owen M 3/4B Learning For completing his information report on ….You showed 
fantastic research skills, organised your ideas clearly, and 
worked hard to include interesting facts. Well done, on your 
excellent effort! 

Caroline T 3/4C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being such a positive role model within the classroom. You always 

display our school values, being respectful, responsible and 
engaged in all learning activities. Your contributions to class 
discussions are so valuable. Keep it up Caroline!  

Konstantina 
B 

3/4D Learning For your wonderful effort when working to research, draft, 
plan and publish your information report on Greece! Your hard 
work and persistence has paid off. Amazing work Konstantina! 

Christian S 3/4E Learning For always being a great team player in class and sharing your 
fantastic ideas. You have some great insights that help us all 
think, keep it up! 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – Term Two: Week 6 



Dante M 5/6A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For planning, drafting and editing an excellent narrative and 
showing enormous initiative to publish it. Well done Dante, 
keep it up! 

Aaron K 5/6B 
 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For actively contributing to class discussions when investigating 
facts about Australia. You have so much knowledge Aaron, 
thank you for sharing with the class! 

Eloise R 5/6C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For excellent work in mathematics, adding and subtracting 
fractions to solve worded problems. Well done Eloise! 

Mira A 5/6D Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For demonstrating persistence with her fractions in maths. So 
proud of you! 

Maxie  5/6E Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For showing creativity, imagination and originality in classroom 
learning tasks and activities.  

 

 

 
 

 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Nandor  
1C 

Performing 
Arts 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

Thank you for rising to the challenge of being narrator for our 
play “Goldilocks and the Three Bears.” 

Chloe F  
3/4B 

Science 3-6 Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being such an active class member during our discussion on 
absorbency and waterproof materials. Keep it up! 

Eliana D  
1A 

AUSLAN F-2 Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being a super focused learner and confidently signing each of 
our Auslan ‘camping’ signs. Eliana is always respectful towards 
her peers and works well during our weekly group activities. Well 
done Eliana!  

Presley K 
5/6E 

AUSLAN 3-6 Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being an excellent learner this week by demonstrating her 
knowledge of previous signs and being a great receptive learner. 
Presley is always respectful towards her peers and works well 
during our Auslan groups activities. Well done! 

Harrison S PE  F-2 Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always being a great leader during PE. Well Done on always 
being a respectful and responsible learner. 

Mihi S PE 3-6 Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For coming to PE ready to try your best. Well done on showing 
so much improvement during PE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIALIST AWARDS – Term Two: Week 6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 



 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch and ask the questions you have always wanted to. 

Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE 

Email: info@keyassets.com.au 

Web: canifoster.com.au or keyassets.com.au 

mailto:info@keyassets.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fcanifoster.com.au%26c%3DE%2C1%2CJ-w09D19erGEXgJX2nFkZIrqfOYwpXItJbG6mT6Ut9F1Z1HX1QjMAM8uSLehIgmXI7q7gjmZWkkLHMtl1PbkYw7sf7YSV5qrKATezt6rMqxGG_Q%2C%26typo%3D1%26ancr_add%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce8ce10e218ce4d742b2b08de6ce73b9f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639067937606637754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KozKlRQwL2fUs778A3wiNSy56U59YI5rp%2F95y8s9k8w%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.keyassets.com.au%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2Cnk6J789zXfC8xCfqqALm9oWTxU-w9ituZgy3k54J3I5mSe9U_8CMg-ygZlIZhYUnxO5-IqzvxRT5qCNleAoIWH8ByvwRgT5Xx1VXew65%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce8ce10e218ce4d742b2b08de6ce73b9f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639067937606656788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sY4xBM4GLkHoWftUVd8Exvz5KOtb7u4a73E03L5QqnY%3D&reserved=0


  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

  


