AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER #8 Friday June 2, 2023

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all.

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility
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Hello to our Avondale community,

Our swimming program has had a great start with our
students learning valuable swimming skills throughout
the week, their independence has grown each day.
Thank you to the volunteers who have been attending
swimming this week. We appreciate the time you are
giving to support our swimming program.

You will have noticed some poles go up behind
Learning Community 4. In the coming weeks an
additional shade will be raised providing extra shade
over our play spaces.

Monday May 29-
Friday June 9

Week 2 Swimming Program
Grade 171 4

Monday, June 5

Grade 3/4 Lady Northcote Camp
deposit due

Friday, June 9

Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #1

Monday, June 12

Kingdbs Birthday

Tuesday, June 13

Education Subcommittee
Meeting 2.30pm

Friday, June 16

Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #2
Second hand uniform shop open

Tuesday, June 20

School Council Meeting -
6.30pm

Thursday, June 22

Special lunch order day - order
through Flexischools

Friday, June 23

Last Day of Term 2

Early Dismissal 2:15pm
Semester 1 reports available on
Compass

Monday June 26 i
Friday June 7

TeamKids Vacation Care
Program

This week is National Reconciliation Week (NRW), it is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories,
cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
Students learnt about National Reconciliation Week this week, please read through the teaching and learning
section of the newsletter to see photographs of the learning that took place.

There is currently a shortage of Casual Relief Teachers (CRTSs). Our first priority is to replace a classroom
teacher with a casual relief teacher when they are absent. However, there is a significant shortage in casual

relief teachers at the moment across the state. This means that when we cannot replace a classroom teacher,
we will distribute students across other grades as well as cover classes using other members of staff including
members of our leadership team. Teachers across cohorts plan similar learning activities and this then supports
any students who are in a different classroom due to
theirt eacher 6s absence.

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,

A reminder that dogs are not permitted on school
grounds. We are currently reviewing our school policy
and will share this with the community in coming weeks.

hope for tomorrow.

Have a lovely weekend,

Albert Einstein

Jill Benham, Principal

Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal



STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL

During Week 5 our Student Representative Council had their first meeting. We sat in a large circle in Learning
Community 3. Each member had the opportunity to introduce themselves to the group and say something that
they enjoy. After our initial introductions we played a game. We are looking forward to our next meeting.

COLOUR FUN RUN

A huge thank you to all of the families that participated in our Colour Fun Run. Well done to our highest
fundraisers. See below:

HIGHEST CLASS FUNDRAISERS

Rosie FA Darcy FB
Imogen FC Liana R 1A
Josie Bath (& Cooper) 1B Kai 1C
Dexter 1C Lucas 2A
Cameron 2B Jasmir 2C
Samuel 3A Zack 3B
Dominic (& Mila) 3C Kristina 4A
Violet 4B & Eleanor 2B Summer 4C
Tessa 56A Shaylee 56B
Harrison 56C Cohen 56D
Zach 56E
MONTY MONSTER RAFFLE PRIZE: Tessa S 5/6A | HIGHEST FUNDRAISER: Liana R 1A

REMINDER 1 SMOKING AND VAPING BAN

Just a reminder that by law, smoking and vaping are banned within the grounds of, and within four metres of an
entrance to, all childcare centres, kindergartens, preschools and schools. Please see below and the attached
fact sheet for additional information.

WHERE THE BAN APPLIES
The smoking and vaping ban applies to:

1 anyone present on school premises during and outside
of school hours including students, teachers,
contractors, parents or carers or the wider community,
such as sporting groups

1 all activities that take place on school premises
including pre-schools, kindergartens, outside school
hours care, cultural, sporting or recreational activities
and school fetes

Smoking and vaping are also banned within four metres of any
part of a pedestrian access point (entrance) to the premises.

WHEN THE BAN APPLIES

The smoking and vaping ban applies at all times, no matter whether the building or school grounds are being
used for education purposes or other purposes. The ban therefore applies when other activities are taking place
on the school grounds, such as fetes or sporting events, as well as during school hours.



STAY WELL THIS WINTER

Symptoms of influenza (flu) can hit very quickly and may last several weeks. Vaccination is the best way to
protect yourself and others from getting the flu. Annual influenza vaccination is recommended from mid-April
each year and is free under the National Immunisation Program for those at higher risk of complications from the
flu.

Keeping our school community well

Parents, carers and students are encouraged to practice prevention measures, including:

- washing and sanitising hands regularly

- avoiding touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands

- covering nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing - staying home if unwell and consulting a general
practitioner (GP) or Nurse-on-call as required

- staying up to date with flu and COVID-19 vaccinations.

Flu vaccinations

Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19
vaccinations. Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over.

Some people are more at risk of complications from flu and are eligible for free vaccination as part of the
National Immunisation Program.

COVID-19 booster

The 2023 COVID-19 booster dose is available for everyone aged 18 and above.

Getting your booster dose remains the best way to prevent severe illness or hospitalisation, especially in people
aged over 65 and those at higher risk of severe illness.

You can have your booster dose 6 months after your last dose or COVID infection.

Children aged between 5 and 17 years who are at risk of severe illness can also receive a 2023 booster dose.
You can get your next dose at your local pharmacy or GP. To find one near you, refer to the vaccine clinic finder.

Find out more

For more information about preventing flu, and immunisation, refer to:
- Better Health Channel influenza flu immunisation fact sheet

- Getting vaccinated against influenza.

WALKING SCHOOL BUS

The Walking School Bus is a fun, healthy and safe way for primary school-aged children to travel to and from
school. The Walking School Bus is not a real vehicle but a group of children who walk to school accompanied by
two adult leaders (one 'driver' and one ‘conductor’). Picking up and delivering children at 'bus stops' on the way to
school. It aims to increase physical activity amongst children and reduce traffic congestion around schools.

The Walking School Bus follows a specific route on the days selected by your school and volunteers. These routes
have been carefully planned by the volunteer coordinator and have been audited by council to ensure the safety
of your children. Safety precautions include a 1:8 adult to children ratio. All volunteers are expected to undergo
safety training, hold a valid Working with Children Check and registration.

The Walking School Bus is a free program run in collaboration with VicHealth, Moonee Valley City Council,
schools, traders and community groups.

More information on Walking School Bus program can be found below and a Compass post will be sent
home to families next week.

Getting to and from school safely - Moonee Valley City Council (mvcc.vic.gov.au)

Walking School Bus Volunteers - YouTube



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmvcc.vic.gov.au%2Flive%2Fmy-neighbourhood%2Fschools%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf48212c78bb64b0f8f0e08db2a51396b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638150300580439757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X%2BSkjMcZhvfGSzWL67DBcu1M3XsFfQkBynURPcoknHI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dilp89_ljfi8&data=05%7C01%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf48212c78bb64b0f8f0e08db2a51396b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638150300580439757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bRMtSE%2BdBes3g2yNo9%2F0vnV7WMsqrpLOIF2Ht6MfMt0%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents

https://www.alannahandmadeline.org.au/learning-resources

https://www.safewise.com/au/internet-safety-kids/

https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids/issues/being-safe-internet

https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids



https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://www.alannahandmadeline.org.au/learning-resources
https://www.safewise.com/au/internet-safety-kids
https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids/issues/being-safe-internet
https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids

CROSS COUNTRY

Congratulations to all the students who were selected to participate in this year's Cross Country. We are
super proud of all the students and their efforts.

A special mention to Henry Span who finished 6th, securing himself a spot in the Divisional Cross Country.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Inquiry Learning, Reconciliation Week, Water Safety and eSmart Week

The Foundationst udent s have been | earning about O0The Ch#g
over time. Students made their own bean plant and have been recording their observations over the last few
weeks. Foundation grades also have their own 06Sea
change.

This week we had Life Saving Victoria come visit and students learnt how to be safe around water.
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The Grade One students commemorated the beginning of Reconciliation Week by creating Sorry Day
Posters using paint. Students have been enjoying the swimming program and learning about water safety
skills. In Inquiry, students have been curious when making observations using their 5 senses. Our
experiment this week was to place celery into coloured water and predict and record the changes observed.
What a busy but fun week!!!
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In Grade Two, we have been learning about water safety and how to be responsible with our belongings
during the swimming program. Students have discussed how to move safety around the pool and actively
listen to their swimming instructor whilst practising swimming skills Eg. kicking, going under the water,
floating etc. Students have found the water calming and it was a nice environment change.
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Grade 3 students commemorated Reconciliation Week by investigating two important days in Australian
history, the 1967 Referendum and the 1992 High Court Mabo decision. We created posters to share our
understanding of this yeardéds theme O0Be a Voice fo
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Students in Grade 4 have been learning about The Age of Exploration. In partnership, they chose a sea
explorer to research. They then produced a poster or booklet about their chosen sea explorer. When this was
completed, students shared their work with their classmates. They were all so enthusiastic to research,
produce and present their work. We are proud of their amazing team work!
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4A investigated where our explorers would fit on a timeline.




Grade 4 students also looked at a poem dedicated to all First Nations Australians by Stephanie Mulrooney.
They watched a video on BTN about Reconciliation Week and in particular, The Stolen Generation. A
colourful mural was created using their hand print.




This week during Inquiry learning Grade 5/6A began researching the Vietham War. We also had an in depth
discussion about the importance of National Sorry Day and National Reconciliation Week.

The students also took part in the Water Safety Incursion. It taught the students about water safety and
empowered them to keep themselves and others safe in a range of aquatic environments including, beaches,
rivers, lakes, pools and the home, through engaging practical activities.

This week, as swimming lessons take place for many grades within the school, the Grade 5/6s were visited
by the surf lifesavers for a discussion about water safety. We were reminded of the important safety
responsibilities we have around all waterways and how best to survive dangerous situations. The students
were very keen to get involved in demonstrations and hopefully have come away with some important
knowledge to take into account when they are next at a waterway.

LIFESAVING VICTORIA WATER SAFETY INCURSION

On Thursday, the students of Avondale Primary School went to an incursion to learn about water safety and
how to be safe around water. Lifeguards came to teach us:

- what to do whenever you are struggling in the water

- how to wear a life jacket

- to always swim between the flags

- to always read the safety rules

-to raise your hand up, c¢close your fist, waved yo
We also |l earnt what to do if we see a snakavayslowlyi c
Written by Willow and Thomas
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Physical Education

A range of classes are having the opportunity to participate in a PE session run by SEDA Strathmore.
Students are practicing the skills involved in AFL whilst learning off a range of SEDA helpers. Students are
enjoying the experience and are having lots of fun with this opportunity.







Science

This week Foundation students have been consolidating their learning of sorting objects based on the
materials they made out of and identifying the properties of an everyday object. We have expanded our
vocabulary to now describe material as flexible and rigid.

Grade 1 students explored new ways to change everyday materials which included twisting, stretching and
bending!

Grade 2 students had a blast making slime to deepen their understanding of combining and mixing everyday
materials to change them. Our first attemptwa s n 6t successful, being a sci
next week!

Grade 3 and 4 students had to resist the urge to eat a chocolate chip while exploring changing a solid to a
liquid and experimenting if we can reverse the change! We melted chocolate and then tried to solidify it
again.

Grade 5 and 6 students have been exploring solids, liquids and gases. Students participated in a freezing
point demonstration to observe the point we need to reach to freeze matter.
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