AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER #7 Friday May 15, 2026

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all.

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility

Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse.

Acknowledgement of Countr IMPORTANT DATES

TERM2 2026

Friday 15 May 9.00am Webex Assembly
Meeting number: 572 658 684
9.30am School Tour
Education Support Staff Celebration
live and learn. Day
é We also pay our respect tc.> the elders Monday 18 May Educat|0n Week
S N i, Friday 22 May
' '°',Zii’:.ii’d’:?:’;i‘:.‘;';’,’;‘;’;? Tuesday 1May 6.30pmSchool Council meeting
\ RN N 0 Thursday 21 May Foundation Gradg 1 Family
] Information Session:
Hello to our Avondale community, Numeracy
. . 2.30pm3.15pm
At Avgndale Primary School, we-ll\./.e our values of Friday 22 May Curriculum Day
Learning, Respect and Responsibility every iy . Students are not required at school
celebrate curiosity, growth and effort. We treat Team Kids Vacation Care available
ourselves, others and our environment with care. We Friday 29 May Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #1
take ownership of our actions and contribute — gsigeCte?NStEde':;slo“'V) ——
itivel r communitv. We encour famili ursday 4 June .15am Webex Volunteer Induction
posit ?y 0 ﬁu co u ty_ €e ﬁou age .af ?s Session: Child Safety & OHS
to continue these conversations gt ome, reinforcing 01258 June YAYy3Qa . ANIHKRFE t
the sqme language and expectations students Friday 12 June Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #2
experience at school. (selected students only)
o ] Tuesday 1@une 5.00pm6.00pmFoundation 2027
A the thank you to our Fundralsmg Committee and Information Sessiofor prospective
the volunteers who helped make ouMothersQ& families
Special Persons Day Stall such a suct¥ess.time and | Friday19 June Open Classrooms fro130pmg
care ensured our students had angagingxperience 3:15pm with a focus on Inquiry
choosing gifts for the special Learning.
_g 9 o P Monday 22 June CyberSafety Project irschool Event
people in their livesWe are .
teful f i d Friday 26 June Last day Term 2
grateful for your con !nue 2.15pm dismissal
support of Aondale Primary |~z supervision times:8.30ar8.50am and 3.15pr8.30pm

School.

As the weather cools, a reminder that all students are expected to wear full school uniform
each dayPlease ensure all clothing is clearly label@dr official APS Winter Beanie is how
F@FAfFofS F2NJ LIzZNOKF &S d [26Sad LGQA &1 N
showing school pride.

OurWeekly Webex Assemblgontinues throughout Term Zamilies are warmly invited to join us online each week
to celebrate student learning and achievement

1 Meeting Number:572 658 684
1 Platform: Webex
1 Purpose:Celebrate student achievements, share updates and stay connected as a community.



Our Grade 1 and 2 students have beergagig in local community walks, exploringhe spacesaround usand
strengthening their understanding of place, wellbeing and conneclibese walks have been a huge success thanks
to the generous support of our parent and carer volunteedping create safe, rich learning experiences beyond the
classroom. Thank you for walking alongside us.

A reminder that any parent, carer or guardian wishing to volunteer at APS must complete our mandazitorieer
Child Safety and OHS InductsessionOur next session is on Webex, Thursday June 4 at 9.13assession ensures
all volunteers understand their responsibilities and the shared commitment we hold to keeping eveat éhitthdale
Primary Schoosafe. If you plan to volunteer this yeawhether in classrooms, on excursions, at events or with
committees it is important you attend this sessiamd hold a valid Working With Children Cheltkank you for your
ongoing partnership with vondale Primary Schaol

We acknowledge and celebrate the retirement of Joseph Scarfo, Leading Teacher, previously Assistant Principal v
has been a guiding force in teaching, learning and wellbeing at APS. His leadership has inspired countless students
staff, championinghi§ SELISOGI GA2ya | yR aiNBy3 NB tthroighdityodrséhadh o
wherehe supported many studenta/hose lives he helped shape. We extend our heartfelt thankdde@ many years

of service, dedication and care.

We also recognise our long serving Business ManMgaiawho has been the steady heartbeat of@ndale Primary
Schoofor many years, ensuring our school runs smoothly, responsibly and with the utmosteaveork has touched
every corner of our schoal from supporting families, to managing resources, to keeping our operations strong and
sustainablea I NJpiof@s&ionalism, kindness and deep sense of responsibility have made a lasting impact on staf
students and families alike. We thaMariafor her exceptional service

We express our gratitude foall Joe and Maria have contributed to Avondale Primary schoolvasdthem both a
rewardingand fulfilling retirement as they begin this next chapter of their lives.

With Education SupportES)Staff Day officially
taking place tomorrow, we took the opportunity
today to celebrate theexceptional ES staff
memberswho work in our front officecanteen
school groundsand classroomskeegdng our
school running smoothly, suppadmg student h
learning and brinipg heart, care and dedlcatlon pe ter - we ssé vvvv 990"9‘9 s 3"°"’g-;;,=e"e
to every part of our schooDur students showed &= : :

their appreciation in the most creativef ways, :
designing vibrant, thoughtful appreciation N
posters that highlighted the many star qualities of peter $S2 5> 4 shoa"n'“" gmehssa
our ES team. From kindness and patience to |
problemsolving, organisationand unwavering
support, the posters captured exactly why our ES
staff are so valuedThese displays of gratitude ; e
were a wonderful reminder of the impact our ES . raretie

staff have each day. Whether they are as&stm_g in ; “", chggset\-r’\aaﬁbne .m:.-.,
classrooms, supporting wellbeing, managing

resources, or helping our school operate behind
the scenes, their work strengthens our
community and enriches the learning experience
for every studentWe extend our heartfelt thanks to all our EducatiBnopport StaffYour dedication does not go
unnoticed,and we are deeply grateful for everything youfdo our school community.

shania .~
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Our staffare participatingn a full day of professional learnimgxt Friday May 22 (student free days part of our
Berry StreetEducation ModelCurriculum Dayand throughoutnext week teams will beengagingn workshops with
Margaritato support ongoing school improvement. We witlenour classrooms later in the term, on Friday".une
from 2:30pmg¢ 3:15pm with a focus on Inquiry Learnitmgcelebrate learning at Avondale Primary School.

Please read additional information about Education Week below.

Have a fantastic weekend,

b (
'-l\ - & L}

Avondale PSchool Improvement Team
Jill, Jenna, SaraRrancesand Amy

2026 TERM DATES & CURRICULUM DAYS

Term 2 2026 Monday 20 Aprit Friday 26 June
StudentFreeDay. Friday 22 May

Term 3 2026 Monday 13 July Friday 18 September
Student Free DaywWednesday 19 August

Term 4 2026 Monday 5 October Friday 18 December
Student Free DayMonday2 November

TEAM KIDS

The TK Big Skip is in full swing!

Children at TeamKids are enjoying a fun skipping challenge this term, in partnershipawitti-armers building
skills, staying active and having fun with friends.

[ Saa aONBSy GAYSI Y2NB hbdoXydér ehildiirfioS eaBKids this Teknt2ft G A Y'S
www.teamkids.com.au/venues



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdairyfarmers.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cce95803010e446c3f98d08deafbf8c43%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639141434410481853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XfhTMa9gIXHfZfbLoLAuhb77Y%2BxUCT01piws8um%2Brgg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teamkids.com.au%2Fvenues&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cce95803010e446c3f98d08deafbf8c43%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639141434410504060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QgwMzoFj3wPKswdjt%2FidbK9kyXHxKYUlHFuh9elThwQ%3D&reserved=0

SKIP Youg way
THROUGH 10 wEEKS

OF FUN NEW TRiCks




TEAMKIDS

NESLETTER

TERM TWO

SOME CLOTHING
RECOMMENDATIONS
FORYOU

We've had a fantastic and energe*ic start to Term
2 at TeamKids, with children eagerf_(, reconnecﬁn_q
with friends, exploring new activities, and _Jumping
s‘/’raigh"' into all the fun our program has to offer.

This fw‘fm'ghf has been cspwafy exu'firg as we launched The
TeamKids Big Skip. a nationwide initiative in partnership with Bega
Group and  their brand Dairy Farmers. ’nspird by the
transformation of Sleipping Girl sign info the new 'Scroﬂi'g Girl in
Melbourne, this campaign encourages children fo swap screen time
for movemenf and bnng more 'oomph' into their Jay

With research show'ng that school-agd children are sremlmg
nearly three fimes longer on screens than ”wy are lxing phyu:afly
active, this inifiafive couldn't come af a better fime. As part of the
program, children have received shppmg ropes and have been
enfhusiasﬁca'y Parhc:pafmg n our wecHy sluppwg dm,cngca Each
week infroduces a new skill with varyr'ng levels of Jifficu”y Jcsignd
fo be quick and accessible—but we've loved seeing the children so
cn_qagd that the s/q'oping offen continues well beyond the cha'erge
time! From learning the basics fo hyin, out new fricks, the
encourngemcn‘ teamwork, and excitement have been wonderful fo
watch

Alon_qside all the action we've continued oelcbraﬁng
children Hvraugh our TeamKids Badge Sys*em. which
recognises when Hny demonstrate our core values
of Fun, Genuine, Remarkable, Involved. and Innovative.
Over the pas* two weeks, many children have
ProuaVy earned badges—whe*her for giving
some#u'ng new a go, suppor‘fing their peers. showing
creaﬁvh‘y n Pla’ or bringing posi'h've energy to the
group. : ‘

Mmgde all the achon weve confinued osu’m'hng children
WMTM%SyhmMmc@nb«wﬁwﬁq
demonstrate our core values of Fun, Genuine, Remarkable, Involved
nnJIanOwrithadfummdmmnycMJruhaw
proudly earned badges—whether for giving something new a go.
wpporting Hheir peers, ‘showing. craslivity in pley. or' bringing
Posiﬁvcmerﬂfoﬂnm.
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COMING SOON to - /“’30“9 p-.

Avondale Primary School & fﬁfff.”l‘i.%
COOKIE DOUGH FUNDRAISER

Education Week 2028 next weekMonday 18 May to Friday 22 May |
tKAa @SIHNRAGOKSS SET2aiNdderfd EppEtandy |
for us to celebrate the learning happening across our school.

As part of Education Week, vege inviting ourFoundation and Grade
One parents/carerguardiansto a Parent Session wittlathematics
consultant,Margarita Breed antlearning Specialisgarah Carroll on
Thursday 21 May from 2:30pm to 3:00pm (Staff Room). This sessio
offersinsight into how we teach maths in Foundation and Grade One
classrooms and ways you can support thaningat home. Please .
RSVP by Monday “®/ay to register your — M]l |y
attendance avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au SN

Showcase your school

EDUCATION WEEN

18-22 May 2026

ThroughoutEducationveek, Foundation to Grade 6 students will also
bring homean engagingnaths game or task to complete as part of
their home learning. This activity is designed to help students share
celebrate their learning with you.

Your public school.

II"I NlLLHERE Wom  /edication

State
it vic.gov.aujeducation-week

ALLERGY AWARENE$SOD ALLERGY WEEK

FOOD ALLERGY WEEK
25 - 31 MAY 2026

Did you know that 1 in 20 school age
children have a food allergy and some of them will experience a severe, potentiathyrdiégening allergic reaction
called anaphylaxis? Australia has one of the highest allergy rates in the world.

While insect allergy is less common than food allergy in the school setting, the school community needs to understa
how they can help support someone at risk of insect anaphylaxis. Currently there is no cure for food allergy so avoidi
the food triggeris the only way to prevent an allergic reaction. It is important to note that for some individuals, very
small amounts of a food or drink can trigger an allergic reaction including anaphylaxis.


mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au

This Be a MATE (Make Allergy Treatment Easier) allergy awareness resource is designed to provide for the scl
community on what allergies are and how to help classmates who have them. This includes being able to recognise
allergic reaction, includingnaphylaxis, and act appropriately when it occurs.

0€AM47€ How to help If a mate who has
™ mateswho have  “rsmccise

= i :
% o ~ these signs, tell them
Y, & f d I I g to stay where they
“9y Treat™ oo a er Ies are, and get a teacher
or person in charge
straight away

€°sier

Finding
it hard to
breathe

Always take
\ food allergies
seriously Skin thatis
bumpy, red

and itchy

Wash your hands Don't share food
after eating with mates who

have food allergy

Swelling of
the face,lips
and eyes

Vomiting
Looking

pale and
feeling dizzy

!!

Get help straight
away if a mate gets

sick (even if they s
don’t want you to) For more information E ﬁm
about allergies: < ﬁ
1300 728 000 4
allergyfacts.org.au E ‘-

Know what
your mates
are allergic to

Formore infqrmution [Ok=10) »

about allergies: > = Allergy & Anaphylaxis A .
1300 728 000 A . Australia’ s=  Allergy & Anaphylaxis
allergyfacts.org.au [=] &5 A Australia’

i

More information: https://allergyfacts.org.au/about-allergies/
l g2y RIFEES t NAYEFENE {OK22f !yILKeflEAE t2fA08QT
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/anaphylaxis policy updated february 2026.docx.pdf



https://allergyfacts.org.au/about-allergies/
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/anaphylaxis_policy_updated_february_2026.docx.pdf
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grow. They open our eyes to new worlds and new ways of thinking.
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Access the Challenge book list

TheChallenge book ligias lots of books to choose from. Most of the books that students read during the Challenge
should be taken from the list. It is important that students:

1 read books appropriate for their year or reading level

1 check with their teacher or parent/carer if they want to read a book from the list for years 9 and 10 students,
if they are not in those year levels (this list includes titles for mature readers).

Read a certain number of books
During the Challenge, a student will read a certain number of books that are suitable for them.

Prep to Year 2: Read a total of 30 books, with 20 or more of those books from the Challenge book list
Year 3 to Year 9: Read a total of 15 books, with 10 or more of those books from the Challenge book list
Track books read

Each student has a dashboard to track the books they read for the Challenge. Once a student has read a book, the
should mark it as finished on their reading list.

Have books verified

Once a student has completed the Challenge, books need to be verifiethhgheer Following the verification,
students that have completed the Challenge will receive a Certificate of Completion in Term 4.

All children who complete the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier ar
former premiers.

To learn more about the Challenge, vi8iemiers' Reading Challenge | vic.gov.au

You can also contact our Challenge Coordingat®arah Carroll with any questions.


https://www.vic.gov.au/register-and-log-in-premiers-reading-challenge
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge

HEALTH ADVICE

Victorians are being reminded to stay vigilant, with poisonous mushrooms beginning to appear during autumn a
conditions become cooler and wetter.

Deputy Chief Health Officer Dr Evelyn Wong is warning people not to pick or eat wild mushrooms growing in hon
gardens or publicly accessible areas, as they can be poisonous and unsafe to consume.
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Dr Wong said.

SR
a I

There is no home test available to distinguish safe and edible mushrooms from poisonous mushrooms and unless y
are an expert, do not pick and consume wild mushrooms in Victoria, including in your home garden.

Poisonous mushrooms, including death cap mushrooms and ystlmwing mushrooms, are more common in Victoria
through the autumn and winter months, particularly after rain.

Death Cap Mushrooms Yellow staining mushrooms

It is important to safely remove any wild mushrooms growing at home to reduce the risk to young children and pets.

Wild mushrooms growing in home gardens should be removed by wearing gloves, carefully placing them in a bag a
disposing of them in a closed general waste (landfill) rubbish bin. Hands should be washed thoroughly afterwards.

Victorians are strongly advised to only eat mushrooms purchased from supermarkets, greengrocers or other reputab
retailers.

The Victorian Poisons Centre received more than 400 calls relating to mushroom exposures in 2025, with nearly h
of these calls involving exploratory exposures in children under the age of five.

Poisoning can happen to anyone consuming wild mushrooms. If you or anyone in your care may have eaten a w
mushroom, do not wait for symptoms to develop. Please calMlu¢orian Poisons Centimmediately onl3 11 26-
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a weftlk appropriate advice.
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If you or anyone in your care feels unwell after eating wild mushrooms, including with severe gastrointestina
symptoms, calD0O0Oimmediately for an ambulance. Do not call the Victorian Poisons Centre in an emergency.

If your pet has ingested a wild mushroom, contact #iemal Poisons Helpliran 1300 869 73%or advice.

More information about mushroom poisoning is available at Begter Health Channel



https://www.austin.org.au/poisons/
tel:131126
https://www.animalpoisons.com.au/
tel:1300869738
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/mushroom-poisoning

STAY WELL THIS WINTER

Influenza (fluan be serious, especially for childr€&hoose to protect yourself and your loved ones withaanual
flu vaccine The earlier you and your family get vaccinated, the better your protection heading into winter.

Keeping our school community well
We encourage parents and carers and students to:
1 wash or sanitise your hands thoroughly and regularly, particularly before and after touching your face
1 cough or sneeze into your elbow
1 stay home if unwell and consult your GPNarrseon-Callas needed
9 stay up to date with your flu vaccinations
Flu vaccinations

Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and &dare people are more at risk of severe
illness from flu, especially babies and toddlers. They can fyetavaccinatioras part of the National Immunisation
Program.You can book a flu vaccine through your GP or pharmadyda flu vaccine near you

RSV vaccinations for mothers and babies

RSV (respiratory syncytial viris)a common virus that causes colds and ear infections. In babies, it can cause severe
illness likebronchiolitis The RSV vaccine is available for pregnant women as part of the National Immunisation
Program. In Victoria, eligible babies can also get the RSV vaccine until Wednesday 30 September 2026. You can s
with your GP or midwife about the vaccine.

Find out more

For more information about staying well this winter, refer to:

1 your GP, pharmacist or midwife
{ the Better Health Channel5 2 v Q (i NJaipaign] iKcfudirig infdrmation about flu and other vaccines.
This information is available in different languages
1 the Better Health ChannelRSV vaccine for mothers and infants
the Raising Children Netwodkinfluenzg COVIEL9, bronchiolitisand helping your child prepare faraccination

RESPECTFUL, SAFE, ENGAGED: SHARED EXPECTATIONS

TO SUPPORT STUDENT BEHAVIOUR

When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are essen
to create school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive.

At Avondale Primary School all students are expected to be respectful, safe, and efdegedoehaviours help make
our school a place where everyone can achieve their best. As a parent and carer, you play a vital role in helping y«
child to understand and meet shared behaviour expectations.


https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/flu-influenza
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/primary-care/nurse-on-call
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/seasonal-influenza-vaccine?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CHO-Advisory-Increase-in-COVID-flu-and-RSV-in-Victoria-10-June-2025&utm_content=health.vic.gov.au%2Fimmunisation%2Fseasonal-influenza-vaccine%23eligibility-for-the-free-influenza-vaccine&utm_source=comms.health.vic.gov.au#eligibility-for-the-free-influenza-vaccine
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/australian-health-services/all-services/influenza-flu-vaccine/1633181000168107
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/bronchiolitis
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv

Respectful, safe, engaged: shared expectations to support student behaviour
Together, we create safe schools where everyone belongs, learns, and thrives

When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are essential to creating school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive. As a parent and
carer, you play a vital role in helping your child to understand and meet shared behaviour expectations.

How students demonstrate How schools support students to meet
S How parents and carers can help = %
expected behaviours behaviour expectations
At school, all are to be ri il, safe, By ing and ing positive i you By teaching and reinforcing positive behaviour, schools
and engaged. These behaviours help make schools a place help your child build the skills and habits they need to ensure positive, safe and fair learning environments with a
where everyone can succeed. be successful at school. When families and schools work focus on learning and wellbeing.

together, students can achieve their best.

Students meet these behaviour expectations by: Schools support families and students by:

Parents and carers can help support their child’s behaviour

by:
- Following staff instructions and school rules < Knowing the school’s rules and supporting them at home < Teaching and demonstrating school rules and positive
Respectful - Caring for school property and others’ belongings < Modelling respectful behaviour in how you speak to and s to
5 Using respectful language about school staff, families, and others both in person > icitly teaching, g and
and online expected respectful behaviour
= Making use of the school’s processes to raise and resolve - Engaging collaboratively and positively with all
concerns early students, parents and carers
- Keeping themselves and others safe from harm 2 Working together with staff if your child is having < Having clear policies and procedures to prevent and
Safe < Speaking up or seeking help from an adult if they or p! at school to and resolve the issue respond to bullying and keep students safe
someone else is being treated unfairly < Ensuring your child knows it is okay to ask for help from a = Offering additional supports to students proactively,
< Only bringing safe and necessary items to school trusted adult at school and supporting students to speak up and seek help
= Ensuring your child stays safe online by talking with them - Proactively identifying and addressing problems to
and addressing concerns early maintain a physically, socially and culturally safe school
environment
- Going to school every day, being on time, and ready < Helping your child to attend school every day - every day - Delivering evidence-based, inclusive education that
to learn* counts* meets the needs of all students
@ Engcged - Taking part, doing their best, and asking for help when < Communicating with school staff and working together -2 Empowering students to have a say in decisions that
they need to support your child’s learning and wellbeing affect their learning and school life
- Knowing and following the school’s policies, including = Talking with your child about their day and how they are < Building strong, trusting relationships to ensure all
the mobile phone policy feeling, and encouraging their learning by noticing their students feel seen, heard and valued

effort and progress

The Department of Education provides resources and support for schools to build positive student behaviour and foster positive
relationships between schools, students and families.

Where parents and carers can go for help

If you are concerned about your child’s wellbeing, behaviour or safety you can:

< Talk to your child's teacher or identified contact person as the first step and follow the school’s process for communicating concerns
- Ask the school for support or a referral - they can connect you with wellbeing staff or specialist services

< Contact the Department of Education’s regional office if you need further assistance.

For further information, scan the QR
code or visit: vic.gov.au/supporting-
itive-behaviour-school

The i are al:

Raising Children Network - provides advice for parents of school-aged, pre-teens and teens
eSafety Commissioner — Advice for parents and carers to help keep children safe online
Report Racism hotline - Find out how to report racism or religious discrimination in schools

Bully Stoppers - Advice for parents and carers about bullying Ezacqtion ORIA
State

>
3
>
N Department
of Education

*we know that some students and their families ore struggling with school i hool refusal - State
here are some resources that can help - Attendance and missing school | vic govau, Home | Parenting Strategies.



CYBER SAFETY PROJECT 1 ONLINE SAFETY WEBINARS FOR FAMILIES

2 SONB GKNRff SR (i®cortintiyicetapatia@Svit-2Cgrdd SafékP2o b offer parents access to

the Cyber Safe Parents 2026 Webinar SeriEsese practical, eagg-understand sessions, available live or on
demand, will provide simple strategies to help families manage online safety, screen time, Al, and digital wellbeing.
Pop these important dates into your calendars now:

2026 Topics & Dates:

1. Al & Critical Thinking (Parent/Guardian sessm?) May

2. Balancing Life & Tech (Parent/Guardian sesgi@&fugust
3. Cyberbullying & Resilience (Parent/Guardian sesj@7) October

All sessions start at 7.30pm AEDT/AEST.

I Iy Qi | (RedsieRo réckivé $h& recording and resources to watch at a time that suits you.

Register herehttps://cybersafetyproject.com/parents2026(do not share this link on social media)

‘ CYBER SAFETY PROJECT)

JOIN THE CYBER SAFETY PROJECT FOR EXPERT INSICHTS

Cyber Safe Parents
2026 Webinar Series

DD I T

RAISING SMART, SAFE & KIND DIGITAL KIDS

The Cyber Safe Parents Webinar Series gives parents practical
guidance to confidently support children online. Across four
sessions, we turn online safety into simple, realistic actions to
raise responsible, resilient and empathetic digital kids.

Can’t make it live?

Register anyway for the recording and resources. OR bit.ly/Parents-2026

® CYBER SAFETY AT HOME

When: 10 March 2026
Time: 730pm AEDT (45 mins)
For: Family Workshop (Parents & Children)

Covers the basics of online safety at home in

clear, easy-to-understand language

When: 3 August 2026
Time: 730pm AEST (45 mins)
For: Parents only

Tips to reduce conflict and restore healthy

balance between screens and real life

When: 20 May 2026
Time: 7.30pm AEST (45 mins)
For: Parents only

Learn what Al really is {and isn't) and why it

matters for your family.

. CYBERBULLYING & RESILIENCE

When: 27 October 2026
Time: 7.30pm AEDT (45 mins)
For: Parents only

Simple strategies to help guide young

people to manage their wellbeing online



https://cybersafetyproject.com/
https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026

SUPPORTING OUR FAMILIES

Our school cares about the safety and wellbeing of our students and their families.

Sometimes things at home or in a relationship are not OK or families can be worried about the wellbeing of their
children or young people.
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The Orange Door

The Orange Door can help families. They provide support for concerns with parenting, relationships, and family
violence.The Orange Door is a free intake and assessment service for:
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families needing parenting support

young, isolated, or unsupported families

individuals and families experiencing family violence

adults using family violence

young people using violence in the home.
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If you contact The Orange Door, they can help by:

1 working with you to identify the help and support you need

1 supporting you with the wellbeing and development of your child or young person

1 helping you make a safety plan if someone is making you feel unsafe

1 connecting you to services that can help like counselling, accommodation, mental health and drug and
alcohol services, parenting support groups, services for children, financial help, or legal assistance

9 supporting you to access funding for basic living expenses and some other costs

9 supporting you to change abusive or controlling behaviour.

Each Orange Door location across Victoria has their own phone number and email. Students and their families can
also visit their local Orange Door in person for support, Monday to Friday; 9am for support. No appointment is
needed.

To find your local service, s€ehe Orange Doar Support near you

How schools connect with The Orange Door

Our school might talk to a student and/or their family about The Orange Door. We might encourage them to contac
their local Orange Door to get advice and help if needed.

Ideally, a student and/or their family will get in touch with The Orange Door to seek advice and support.
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consent. Schools will do this if:

1 informing a student and/or family increases the risk to their safety or wellbeing
9 not linking a student to support increases the risk of their safety and wellbeing.

You can learn more about:

1 The Orange Door and how they can help you and your fdmaily.
1 how our school keeps our students safe by reading our Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy @hitldour
Safety Code of Conduah the school website Policigzage



https://www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au/support-near-you
https://www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au/who-we-are
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/page/9/Policies

STUDENT DRESS CODE

The purpose of th&tudent Dress Code Poligyd G2 2dzif AyS ! @2y RIfS t NAYI NE {
and appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress code implementation an
exemption processes. This dress code has been approved by Avondale Pirfarg 8t Q& { OK2 2 ¢ /
consultation with our subcommittees and school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual student:
whilst reflecting the values and interests of our community. Our school will assist families and stwtentsay be
experiencing difficulties complying with this policy where possible through avenues including State Schools Relief a
SeconaHand Uniform Shop access. Uniform items are also available from Lowes Airport \Welst@r

Families of students wearing namompliant uniform items will be reminded of our Student Dress Code policy and
asked to wear compliant uniform items. If a student is out of school uniform or otherwise breaches the Student Dres
Code on a recurring basisCampass Chronicle will be recorded by the school and posted to families-dbngsliance

with the dress code becomes a continued occurrence, the School Improvement Team will follow up with a phone c:
or meeting, with the school continuing to work withe student and family to support compliance.

Jewellery and cosmetics

Due to safety and security concerns students are not encouraged to wear jewellery to school. These include st
earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, bracelets and necklaces. Watches that are not internet enabled are permitte
however the school does htake responsibility for these items.

The wearing of cosmetics and fake fingernails at school is not permitted.
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2027 FOUNDATIOBNROLMENT

Enrolling in Foundation in 2027

Foundation is the first year of primary school in Victoria. Your child can ste
school if they turn 5 years old before 30 April 2027. School is compulsory
your child turns 6 years old.
Applications to enrol in a Victorian government primary school for 2027: Re.ady el
bp - 9 - “p ry : primary school?
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ment primary school

This year we are also offering an information night for prospective Foundation =y TRl b
families onTUESDAY 16 JUNE from 56pm. Please email the school if you
would like to attend this session.



https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_dress_code_policy.docx_1.pdf
https://www.lowes.com.au/schools-online/avondale-primary-school?srsltid=AfmBOopMIe1FNr87yHYlfcstrjwSuaxrj9eVP0j7dTN5qqFHI_lppGVt

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

Applications are open for the Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund (CSEF). The CSEF helps eligible families cover the cost ¢

HOW TO APPLY . . )
school excursions or in school events, camps and sporting

New applicants should contact the school activities.

office to obtain a CSEF application form or

download from the website below.

Payment amounts for eligible families this year have

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school increased to $400 for primary and secondary school
last year, you do not need to complete an students. This is up from $154 and $256 respectively.
application form this year unless there has
been a change in your family circumstances. If you hold a valid meargsted concession card -asupport
L an out of home care student you may be eligible for CSEF. A
You only need to complete an application . . ) )
form if any of the following changes have special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker
occurred: and refugee families. The allowance is paid directly to the
. school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
* new student enrolments: your child has . . . .
started or changed schools this year. or sorting activities for the benefit of your chilfompleted
CSEF forms need to be submitted to the front office at school
+ changed family circumstances: such by Friday 26 June 2026.

as a change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.

Check with the school office if you are unsure.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION INSURANCE POLICIES

A reminder that the Department of Education insurance policies, which includes Avondale Primary &zhool,
cover:

1 personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for studepgsents/carers of students, who do not have
student accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for
injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transfmrt cos
Parents/carers can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.

1 private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors
ATTENDANCE

At Avondale Primar$chool, we prioritise regular school attendance. We work with families to ensure students are in
class with their peers and teachers and enjoying all the benefits that brings. Attending school every day meat
experiencing what countsthe learning, friend KA LJE  Fdzy FyR 2LIRNIdzyAGASa GKIFQ

We understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school, however, to ensure minimal disruptiot
to their education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental appointments outside of school time
If your child is well mough to attend but is worried about friendships, schoolwork or assessment, please encourage
them to come to school. Avoiding school can make these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern
behaviour.

If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher or a member of the School Improvement Tear
so we can work together to support them. We know that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to g
your children to schoolf your child must miss school, notify us as soon as possible via Compass.

For more information about the importance of everyday attendance, ge¢gendance and Missing School
RememberEvery Day Counts



https://www.vic.gov.au/attendance-and-missing-school

Please log into Compass and address any unexplained absences your child may have. If families need assistance, p
send an email to the school email addres®ndale.ps@education.vic.gov.au call the office on 9318L755. This
helps to keep our attendance data up to date and accurate.

Every day counts ‘ Every day counts y

Missing one dOY per fortnight Attending school every day means
adds up to missing experiencing what counts - the learning,
four weeks of school a year. friendships, fun and opportunities that

can shape their future
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Celebration of Learning 1 Inquiry Learning and Specialist  Highlights

Foundationstudents have been learning abowitz2 K S NB  arfsl explaridgdlaces in their community. TH
have been making connections to special places they love, sharing why these places are important
through discussion, drawing and writing. They have enjoyed talking about why these places are spedit3
they like to do there.



mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au

This term, ouGrade 1students have been learning aboRtaces and Space&s part of this unit, we went on
community walk around Avondale Heights. During the walk, students observed shops, services and fe
our local area. This experience gave students the opportunity to see how a community works and disct
we @n care for it. After returning to school, students reflected on their observations by writing about wha
saw. They also used their ideas and inspiration to design and create theiAwonmale Heights Communi
Display showcasing their understandimg the features that make a community special.
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This term, ourGrade 2students inquiry unit of study is titleBlaces and Space@/e are learning about ho
different people in the community provide us with goods and services. We enjoyed a sunny mornin
investigating our local community. We have also been fortunate to have parent volunteers as guest spe
sharehowtheic 2 64 KSf L) 2dzNJ O2YYdzyAided LG KrFa oSSy Ay
share their experiences. Students liked asking their prepared questions to find out new information.
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Guest Speaker Questions about working in
our_community
1 Why did you choose your job? (Arthur)
1 How do you help people? (Aine)
1 What do you love about your job?
(Amelia H)
1 Have you ever met someone special
when you were doing your job? (Kai)
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Australia and our island neighbours, investigating climate zones, food chains, biomes and differe
formations. Studentsre consideing the symbols, values and identities of different island nations. Within
unit, studentsare improving their questioning, research and mapping skals they collaboratively plan, mod
and map their own new islandlhis unit supports students in identifying connections between themselves
other people, places and environmesdind to better understand Australia's geographical position in the wd
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researched a range of landforms, including the Twelve Apostles, Uluru and the Grampians and worked
to create a class PowerPoint presentation.

Grade 5/6studentshave been immersing themselves in our Term Two Inquiry Awistralia and Our Asia
Neighbours Students are exploring key aspects of Australia, including its people, extreme weather and

landscape and landforms and have categorieg@mples of weathering, erosion and deposition. Students |

How its

changing
Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre s
experiencing a major, rare
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;g flooding event,
Kati transforming from a dry
Thillldil s.-:llrpnn into a thriving R
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Location:

in the east-central part of the Far North region of South
Australia, roughly 700 km north of Adelaide

Auslan
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Their learning intention was to practise a variety of Auslan signs connected to tourist destinations in Syd

example, The Sydney Harbour Bped The Sydney Opera House) and communicate these to others

classroom. Students were taught to sign their owny R NBIF R 20 KSNDa &aK2 NI
experiences.
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taught students the importance of communicating their signs in a moderate, clear and accurate way fon
to understand.

This week2 dzy R A2y aGdzRRSyida KI@S 0SSy tSFENYyAy3a |6
signs included kitchen, loungeroom, T.V, cupboards, window and door. Each week, Foundation stude
have fun in Auslan warrmap activities to revise previougdsons and expand their Auslan vocabulary.

Physical Education
Congratulations to the following students who were selected to participate in this year's District Cross (
Event.

Amelia M Savannah L Alicia P
Mayuree T Lily R Leila H
SeanT Sam S Henry S
Matthew C Daniel W Atilla A
GeorgiaR Elanor P Elke G
Sabrina M Zoe W Aliana K

Ollie C Connor O Hunter W




WIll T Aiden B Noah L

Annika S Inaya A vy L
Josephine A Eloise R Quinten L
Josiah A Jenson A.B. Sam S
Angelo S

A BIG Bout out toNoah L, Mayuree T, Alicianio all finished in the top 15 and a big congratulation®tle C
(8th),

Savannah I(4th), Quinten L (3rd) and Sean T (2naiho have all qualifiedor the upcomingDivisiond cross
countryevent.

We wish them all the best of ludk the next level of competition.




