
AVONDALE PRIMARY  SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER #7 Friday  May 15, 2026 
VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 
 

Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing 
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse. 

  

 

 

Hello to our Avondale community, 

At Avondale Primary School, we live our values of 

Learning, Respect and Responsibility every day. We 

celebrate curiosity, growth and effort. We treat 

ourselves, others and our environment with care. We 

take ownership of our actions and contribute 

positively to our community. We encourage families 

to continue these conversations at home, reinforcing 

the same language and expectations students 

experience at school. 

A huge thank you to our Fundraising Committee and 

the volunteers who helped make our MothersΩ & 

Special Persons Day Stall such a success. Your time and 

care ensured our students had an engaging experience 

choosing gifts for the special 

people in their lives. We are 

grateful for your continued 

support of Avondale Primary 

School. 

As the weather cools, a reminder that all students are expected to wear full school uniform 

each day. Please ensure all clothing is clearly labelled. Our official APS Winter Beanie is now 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀǘ [ƻǿŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǿŀǊƳΣ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ Ŏƻǎȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

showing school pride. 

Our Weekly Webex Assembly continues throughout Term 2. Families are warmly invited to join us online each week 

to celebrate student learning and achievement. 

¶ Meeting Number: 572 658 684 

¶ Platform: Webex 

¶ Purpose: Celebrate student achievements, share updates and stay connected as a community. 

Acknowledgement of Country   IMPORTANT DATES 

TERM 2 2026 

Friday 15 May 9.00am Webex Assembly 
Meeting number: 572 658 684  
9.30am School Tour 
Education Support Staff Celebration 
Day 

Monday 18 May- 
Friday 22 May 

Education Week 

Tuesday 19 May  6.30pm School Council meeting 

Thursday 21 May Foundation- Grade 1 Family 
Information Session:  
Numeracy 
2.30pm-3.15pm 

Friday 22 May Curriculum Day 
Students are not required at school 
Team Kids Vacation Care available 

Friday 29 May Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #1 
(selected students only) 

Thursday 4 June 9.15am Webex Volunteer Induction 
Session: Child Safety & OHS 

Monday 8 June YƛƴƎΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ tǳōƭƛŎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 

Friday 12 June Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #2 
(selected students only) 

Tuesday 16 June 5.00pm-6.00pm Foundation 2027 
Information Session for prospective 
families  

Friday 19 June Open Classrooms from 2:30pm ς 
3:15pm with a focus on Inquiry 
Learning. 

Monday 22 June Cyber Safety Project in school Event 

Friday 26 June Last day Term 2 
2.15pm dismissal 

Yard supervision times:8.30am - 8.50am and 3.15pm-3.30pm  



Our Grade 1 and 2 students have been engaging in local community walks, exploring the spaces around us and 

strengthening their understanding of place, wellbeing and connection. These walks have been a huge success thanks 

to the generous support of our parent and carer volunteers, helping create safe, rich learning experiences beyond the 

classroom. Thank you for walking alongside us. 

A reminder that any parent, carer or guardian wishing to volunteer at APS must complete our mandatory Volunteer 

Child Safety and OHS Induction session. Our next session is on Webex, Thursday June 4 at 9.15am. This session ensures 

all volunteers understand their responsibilities and the shared commitment we hold to keeping every child at Avondale 

Primary School safe. If you plan to volunteer this year, whether in classrooms, on excursions, at events or with 

committees, it is important you attend this session and hold a valid Working With Children Check. Thank you for your 

ongoing partnership with Avondale Primary School.  

We acknowledge and celebrate the retirement of Joseph Scarfo, Leading Teacher, previously Assistant Principal who 

has been a guiding force in teaching, learning and wellbeing at APS. His leadership has inspired countless students and 

staff, championing higƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ WƻŜΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ throughout our school, 

where he supported many students, whose lives he helped shape. We extend our heartfelt thanks for JoeΩs many years 

of service, dedication and care. 

We also recognise our long serving Business Manager, Maria who has been the steady heartbeat of Avondale Primary 

School for many years, ensuring our school runs smoothly, responsibly and with the utmost care. Her work has touched 

every corner of our school τ from supporting families, to managing resources, to keeping our operations strong and 

sustainable. aŀǊƛŀΩǎ professionalism, kindness and deep sense of responsibility have made a lasting impact on staff, 

students and families alike. We thank Maria for her exceptional service. 

We express our gratitude for all Joe and Maria have contributed to Avondale Primary school and wish them both a 

rewarding and fulfilling retirement, as they begin this next chapter of their lives. 

With Education Support (ES) Staff Day officially 

taking place tomorrow, we took the opportunity 

today to celebrate the exceptional ES staff 

members who work in our front office, canteen, 

school grounds and classrooms, keeping our 

school running smoothly, supporting student 

learning and bringing heart, care and dedication 

to every part of our school. Our students showed 

their appreciation in the most creative of ways, 

designing vibrant, thoughtful appreciation 

posters that highlighted the many star qualities of 

our ES team. From kindness and patience to 

problem-solving, organisation and unwavering 

support, the posters captured exactly why our ES 

staff are so valued. These displays of gratitude 

were a wonderful reminder of the impact our ES 

staff have each day. Whether they are assisting in 

classrooms, supporting wellbeing, managing 

resources, or helping our school operate behind 

the scenes, their work strengthens our 

community and enriches the learning experience 

for every student. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our Education Support Staff. Your dedication does not go 

unnoticed, and we are deeply grateful for everything you do for our school community.  

 

 

 



Our staff are participating in a full day of professional learning next Friday, May 22 (student free day) as part of our 

Berry Street Education Model Curriculum Day and throughout next week teams will be engaging in workshops with 

Margarita to support ongoing school improvement. We will open our classrooms later in the term, on Friday 19th June 

from 2:30pm ς 3:15pm with a focus on Inquiry Learning to celebrate learning at Avondale Primary School.  

Please read additional information about Education Week below. 

Have a fantastic weekend, 

 

Avondale PS School Improvement Team 

Jill, Jenna, Sarah, Frances and Amy 

 

 

Term 2 2026 Monday 20 April - Friday 26 June 
Student Free Day: Friday 22 May 

Term 3 2026 
 

Monday 13 July - Friday 18 September 
Student Free Day: Wednesday 19 August 

Term 4 2026 
 

Monday 5 October - Friday 18 December 
Student Free Day: Monday 2 November 

 

 

 

 

 

The TK Big Skip is in full swing!  

Children at TeamKids are enjoying a fun skipping challenge this term, in partnership with Dairy Farmers - building 

skills, staying active and having fun with friends. 

[Ŝǎǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƳƻǊŜ hƻƳǇƘΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ - book your child into TeamKids this Term 2. Ӵ  

www.teamkids.com.au/venues 
 

 

2026 TERM DATES & CURRICULUM DAYS  

TEAM KIDS 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdairyfarmers.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cce95803010e446c3f98d08deafbf8c43%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639141434410481853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XfhTMa9gIXHfZfbLoLAuhb77Y%2BxUCT01piws8um%2Brgg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teamkids.com.au%2Fvenues&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cce95803010e446c3f98d08deafbf8c43%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639141434410504060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QgwMzoFj3wPKswdjt%2FidbK9kyXHxKYUlHFuh9elThwQ%3D&reserved=0


 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

COMING SOON to  

Avondale Primary School 

COOKIE DOUGH FUNDRAISER 
 

 

 

 

 

Education Week 2026 is next week, Monday 18 May to Friday 22 May. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ Ψ{ƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ, is a wonderful opportunity 
for us to celebrate the learning happening across our school.  

As part of Education Week, we are inviting our Foundation and Grade 
One parents/carers/guardians to a Parent Session with Mathematics 
consultant, Margarita Breed and Learning Specialist, Sarah Carroll on 
Thursday 21 May from 2:30pm to 3:00pm (Staff Room). This session 
offers insight into how we teach maths in Foundation and Grade One 
classrooms and ways you can support this learning at home. Please 
RSVP by Monday 18th May to register your 
attendance  avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 

Throughout Education week, Foundation to Grade 6 students will also 
bring home an engaging maths game or task to complete as part of 
their home learning. This activity is designed to help students share and 
celebrate their learning with you.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 1 in 20 school age 

children have a food allergy and some of them will experience a severe, potentially life-threatening allergic reaction 

called anaphylaxis? Australia has one of the highest allergy rates in the world.  

 

While insect allergy is less common than food allergy in the school setting, the school community needs to understand 

how they can help support someone at risk of insect anaphylaxis. Currently there is no cure for food allergy so avoiding 

the food trigger is the only way to prevent an allergic reaction. It is important to note that for some individuals, very 

small amounts of a food or drink can trigger an allergic reaction including anaphylaxis. 

 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

EDUCATION WEEK 

ALLERGY AWARENESS ς FOOD ALLERGY WEEK 

mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


This Be a MATE (Make Allergy Treatment Easier) allergy awareness resource is designed to provide for the school 

community on what allergies are and how to help classmates who have them. This includes being able to recognise an 

allergic reaction, including anaphylaxis, and act appropriately when it occurs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

More information: https://allergyfacts.org.au/about-allergies/  

!ǾƻƴŘŀƭŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ !ƴŀǇƘȅƭŀȄƛǎ tƻƭƛŎȅΩΤ 

https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/anaphylaxis_policy_updated_february_2026.docx.pdf  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://allergyfacts.org.au/about-allergies/
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/anaphylaxis_policy_updated_february_2026.docx.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘΗ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ Ψ{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊΦ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΩ. Stories can inspire and challenge us, and help us 

grow. They open our eyes to new worlds and new ways of thinking.   

ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ  

To participate, LƻƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ.  

¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƻƎ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ will be glued into their Home Reading Diary/Journal. 

Access the Challenge book list 

The Challenge book list has lots of books to choose from. Most of the books that students read during the Challenge 
should be taken from the list. It is important that students: 

¶ read books appropriate for their year or reading level 

¶ check with their teacher or parent/carer if they want to read a book from the list for years 9 and 10 students, 
if they are not in those year levels (this list includes titles for mature readers). 

Read a certain number of books 

During the Challenge, a student will read a certain number of books that are suitable for them.  

Prep to Year 2: Read a total of 30 books, with 20 or more of those books from the Challenge book list 

Year 3 to Year 9: Read a total of 15 books, with 10 or more of those books from the Challenge book list 

Track books read 

Each student has a dashboard to track the books they read for the Challenge. Once a student has read a book, they 
should mark it as finished on their reading list. 

Have books verified 

Once a student has completed the Challenge, books need to be verified by a teacher. Following the verification, 
students that have completed the Challenge will receive a Certificate of Completion in Term 4. 

All children who complete the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and 

former premiers. 

To learn more about the Challenge, visit Premiers' Reading Challenge | vic.gov.au 

You can also contact our Challenge Coordinator ς Sarah Carroll with any questions. 
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https://www.vic.gov.au/register-and-log-in-premiers-reading-challenge
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge


Victorians are being reminded to stay vigilant, with poisonous mushrooms beginning to appear during autumn as 
conditions become cooler and wetter. 

Deputy Chief Health Officer Dr Evelyn Wong is warning people not to pick or eat wild mushrooms growing in home 
gardens or publicly accessible areas, as they can be poisonous and unsafe to consume. 

ά!Řǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǿƛƭŘ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀǊŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻǊ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƪŜǇǘ 
ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ 9ŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƛƭŘ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛŎƪ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΦέ 
Dr Wong said. 

There is no home test available to distinguish safe and edible mushrooms from poisonous mushrooms and unless you 
are an expert, do not pick and consume wild mushrooms in Victoria, including in your home garden. 

Poisonous mushrooms, including death cap mushrooms and yellow-staining mushrooms, are more common in Victoria 
through the autumn and winter months, particularly after rain. 

    

Death Cap Mushrooms                                                  Yellow staining mushrooms 

It is important to safely remove any wild mushrooms growing at home to reduce the risk to young children and pets. 

Wild mushrooms growing in home gardens should be removed by wearing gloves, carefully placing them in a bag and 
disposing of them in a closed general waste (landfill) rubbish bin. Hands should be washed thoroughly afterwards. 

Victorians are strongly advised to only eat mushrooms purchased from supermarkets, greengrocers or other reputable 
retailers. 

The Victorian Poisons Centre received more than 400 calls relating to mushroom exposures in 2025, with nearly half 
of these calls involving exploratory exposures in children under the age of five. 

Poisoning can happen to anyone consuming wild mushrooms. If you or anyone in your care may have eaten a wild 
mushroom, do not wait for symptoms to develop. Please call the Victorian Poisons Centre immediately on 13 11 26 - 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week - for appropriate advice. 

ά/ƻƳƳƻƴ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ ǇŀƛƴǎΣ ƴŀǳǎŜŀΣ ǾƻƳƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŘƛŀǊǊƘƻŜŀΦ LƴƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
ŎŀǇ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƛǊǊŜǾŜǊǎƛōƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ 

If you or anyone in your care feels unwell after eating wild mushrooms, including with severe gastrointestinal 
symptoms, call 000 immediately for an ambulance. Do not call the Victorian Poisons Centre in an emergency. 

If your pet has ingested a wild mushroom, contact the Animal Poisons Helpline on 1300 869 738 for advice. 

More information about mushroom poisoning is available at the Better Health Channel. 
 

 

 

 

HEALTH ADVICE  

https://www.austin.org.au/poisons/
tel:131126
https://www.animalpoisons.com.au/
tel:1300869738
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/mushroom-poisoning


Influenza (flu) can be serious, especially for children. Choose to protect yourself and your loved ones with an annual 

flu vaccine. The earlier you and your family get vaccinated, the better your protection heading into winter.  

Keeping our school community well  

We encourage parents and carers and students to: 

¶ wash or sanitise your hands thoroughly and regularly, particularly before and after touching your face 

¶ cough or sneeze into your elbow 

¶ stay home if unwell and consult your GP or Nurse-on-Call as needed 

¶ stay up to date with your flu vaccinations 

Flu vaccinations 

Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and older. Some people are more at risk of severe 

illness from flu, especially babies and toddlers. They can get a free vaccination as part of the National Immunisation 

Program. You can book a flu vaccine through your GP or pharmacy, or find a flu vaccine near you.  

RSV vaccinations for mothers and babies 

RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) is a common virus that causes colds and ear infections. In babies, it can cause severe 

illness like bronchiolitis.  The RSV vaccine is available for pregnant women as part of the National Immunisation 

Program. In Victoria, eligible babies can also get the RSV vaccine until Wednesday 30 September 2026. You can speak 

with your GP or midwife about the vaccine. 

Find out more 

For more information about staying well this winter, refer to: 

¶ your GP, pharmacist or midwife 

¶ the Better Health Channel ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭǳ campaign, including information about flu and other vaccines. 

This information is available in different languages 

¶ the Better Health Channel ς RSV vaccine for mothers and infants 

the Raising Children Network ς influenza, COVID-19, bronchiolitis and helping your child prepare for vaccination.  

 

 

When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are essential 

to create school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive.  

At Avondale Primary School all students are expected to be respectful, safe, and engaged. These behaviours help make 

our school a place where everyone can achieve their best. As a parent and carer, you play a vital role in helping your 

child to understand and meet shared behaviour expectations.  

 

STAY WELL  THIS WINTER 

RESPECTFUL, SAFE, ENGAGED: SHARED EXPECTATIONS  

TO SUPPORT STUDENT BEHAVIOUR 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/flu-influenza
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/primary-care/nurse-on-call
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/seasonal-influenza-vaccine?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CHO-Advisory-Increase-in-COVID-flu-and-RSV-in-Victoria-10-June-2025&utm_content=health.vic.gov.au%2Fimmunisation%2Fseasonal-influenza-vaccine%23eligibility-for-the-free-influenza-vaccine&utm_source=comms.health.vic.gov.au#eligibility-for-the-free-influenza-vaccine
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/australian-health-services/all-services/influenza-flu-vaccine/1633181000168107
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/bronchiolitis
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/get-vaccinated
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ is continuing to partner with Cyber Safety Project to offer parents access to 

the Cyber Safe Parents 2026 Webinar Series. These practical, easy-to-understand sessions, available live or on-

demand, will provide simple strategies to help families manage online safety, screen time, AI, and digital wellbeing. 

Pop these important dates into your calendars now: 

 

2026 Topics & Dates: 

1. AI & Critical Thinking (Parent/Guardian session) ς 20 May 
2. Balancing Life & Tech (Parent/Guardian session) ς 3 August 

3. Cyberbullying & Resilience (Parent/Guardian session) ς 27 October 

 

All sessions start at 7.30pm AEDT/AEST. 

 

/ŀƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƭƛǾŜΚ Register to receive the recording and resources to watch at a time that suits you. 

 

 Register here: https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026 (do not share this link on social media) 

 
 

 

 

CYBER SAFETY PROJECT ï ONLINE SAFETY WEBINARS FOR FAMILIES  

https://cybersafetyproject.com/
https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026


 

 

Our school cares about the safety and wellbeing of our students and their families.   

Sometimes things at home or in a relationship are not OK or families can be worried about the wellbeing of their 

children or young people. 

¢ƘŜ hǊŀƴƎŜ 5ƻƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭΦ 

The Orange Door   

The Orange Door can help families. They provide support for concerns with parenting, relationships, and family 

violence. The Orange Door is a free intake and assessment service for: 

¶ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ  

¶ families needing parenting support  

¶ young, isolated, or unsupported families 

¶ individuals and families experiencing family violence 

¶ adults using family violence 

¶ young people using violence in the home.  

If you contact The Orange Door, they can help by: 

¶ working with you to identify the help and support you need 

¶ supporting you with the wellbeing and development of your child or young person 

¶ helping you make a safety plan if someone is making you feel unsafe 

¶ connecting you to services that can help like counselling, accommodation, mental health and drug and 
alcohol services, parenting support groups, services for children, financial help, or legal assistance 

¶ supporting you to access funding for basic living expenses and some other costs 

¶ supporting you to change abusive or controlling behaviour. 

Each Orange Door location across Victoria has their own phone number and email. Students and their families can 
also visit their local Orange Door in person for support, Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm for support. No appointment is 
needed. 

To find your local service, see: The Orange Door ς Support near you. 

How schools connect with The Orange Door 

Our school might talk to a student and/or their family about The Orange Door.  We might encourage them to contact 

their local Orange Door to get advice and help if needed.  

Ideally, a student and/or their family will get in touch with The Orange Door to seek advice and support.  

{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ hǊŀƴƎŜ 5ƻƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻǊ 

consent.  Schools will do this if: 

¶ informing a student and/or family increases the risk to their safety or wellbeing 

¶ not linking a student to support increases the risk of their safety and wellbeing. 

You can learn more about: 

¶ The Orange Door and how they can help you and your family here. 

¶ how our school keeps our students safe by reading our Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy and our Child 

Safety Code of Conduct on the school website Policies page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORTING OUR FAMILIES 

https://www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au/support-near-you
https://www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au/who-we-are
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/page/9/Policies


 

The purpose of the Student Dress Code Policy ƛǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ !ǾƻƴŘŀƭŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘǊŜǎǎ 

and appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress code implementation and 

exemption processes. This dress code has been approved by Avondale Primary SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ 

consultation with our subcommittees and school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual students 

whilst reflecting the values and interests of our community. Our school will assist families and students who may be 

experiencing difficulties complying with this policy where possible through avenues including State Schools Relief and 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop access. Uniform items are also available from Lowes Airport West or online. 

Families of students wearing non-compliant uniform items will be reminded of our Student Dress Code policy and 

asked to wear compliant uniform items. If a student is out of school uniform or otherwise breaches the Student Dress 

Code on a recurring basis, a Compass Chronicle will be recorded by the school and posted to families. If non-compliance 

with the dress code becomes a continued occurrence, the School Improvement Team will follow up with a phone call 

or meeting, with the school continuing to work with the student and family to support compliance. 

Jewellery and cosmetics  

Due to safety and security concerns students are not encouraged to wear jewellery to school. These include stud 

earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, bracelets and necklaces. Watches that are not internet enabled are permitted, 

however the school does not take responsibility for these items.  

The wearing of cosmetics and fake fingernails at school is not permitted. 

 

 

Enrolling in Foundation in 2027 

  

Foundation is the first year of primary school in Victoria. Your child can start 

school if they turn 5 years old before 30 April 2027. School is compulsory once 

your child turns 6 years old. 

Applications to enrol in a Victorian government primary school for 2027:  

ω hǇŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ нл !ǇǊƛƭ нлнс  
 

ω 5ǳŜ ōȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ ом Wǳƭȅ нлнс 

 

This year we are also offering an information night for prospective Foundation 

families on TUESDAY 16 JUNE from 5pm-6pm. Please email the school if you 

would like to attend this session. 

 

 

 

STUDENT DRESS CODE 

2027 FOUNDATION ENROLMENT 

https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_dress_code_policy.docx_1.pdf
https://www.lowes.com.au/schools-online/avondale-primary-school?srsltid=AfmBOopMIe1FNr87yHYlfcstrjwSuaxrj9eVP0j7dTN5qqFHI_lppGVt


 

Applications are open for the Camps, Sports and Excursions 

Fund (CSEF). The CSEF helps eligible families cover the cost of 

school excursions or in school events, camps and sporting 

activities. 

Payment amounts for eligible families this year have 

increased to $400 for primary and secondary school 

students. This is up from $154 and $256 respectively. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or  support 

an  out of home care student you may be eligible for CSEF. A 

special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker 

and refugee families. The allowance is paid directly to the 

school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions 

or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. Completed 

CSEF forms need to be submitted to the front office at school 

by Friday 26 June 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder that the Department of Education insurance policies, which includes Avondale Primary School, do not 

cover: 

¶ personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students - parents/carers of students, who do not have 

student accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for 

injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs. 

Parents/carers can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers. 
 

¶ private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors  

 

At Avondale Primary School, we prioritise regular school attendance. We work with families to ensure students are in 
class with their peers and teachers and enjoying all the benefits that brings. Attending school every day means 
experiencing what counts ς the learning, friendǎƘƛǇΣ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǇŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

We understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school, however, to ensure minimal disruption 
to their education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental appointments outside of school time. 
If your child is well enough to attend but is worried about friendships, schoolwork or assessment, please encourage 
them to come to school. Avoiding school can make these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern of 
behaviour.  

If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher or a member of the School Improvement Team 
so we can work together to support them. We know that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to get 
your children to school. If your child must miss school, notify us as soon as possible via Compass.  

For more information about the importance of everyday attendance, see Attendance and Missing School. 
Remember, Every Day Counts.  

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION INSURANCE POLICIES  

ATTENDANCE 

https://www.vic.gov.au/attendance-and-missing-school


Please log into Compass and address any unexplained absences your child may have. If families need assistance, please 

send an email to the school email address avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call the office on 9318- 1755. This 

helps to keep our attendance data up to date and accurate. 

 
 

 

 

Foundation students have been learning about ά²ƘŜǊŜ ²Ŝ [ƛǾŜέ and exploring places in their community. They 
have been making connections to special places they love, sharing why these places are important to them 
through discussion, drawing and writing. They have enjoyed talking about why these places are special and what 
they like to do there.  

 

 

Celebration of Learning  ï Inquiry Learning and Specialist  Highlights  

mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

  

This term, our Grade 1 students have been learning about Places and Spaces. As part of this unit, we went on a 

community walk around Avondale Heights. During the walk, students observed shops, services and features in 

our local area. This experience gave students the opportunity to see how a community works and discuss ways 

we can care for it. After returning to school, students reflected on their observations by writing about what they 

saw. They also used their ideas and inspiration to design and create their own Avondale Heights Community 

Display, showcasing their understanding of the features that make a community special. 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

This term, our Grade 2 students inquiry unit of study is titled Places and Spaces. We are learning about how 

different people in the community provide us with goods and services. We enjoyed a sunny morning walk 

investigating our local community. We have also been fortunate to have parent volunteers as guest speakers to 

share how their Ƨƻōǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ wƻǊȅΩǎ ƳǳƳ ŀƴŘ !ƛƴŜΩǎ ƳǳƳ 

share their experiences. Students liked asking their prepared questions to find out new information.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Guest  Speaker  Questions  about  working  in 

our  community   

¶ Why did you choose your job? (Arthur) 

¶ How do you help people? (Aine) 

¶ What do you love about your job? 

(Amelia H) 

¶ Have you ever met someone special 

when you were doing your job? (Kai)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Our 3/4 Students ŀǊŜ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ ΨOur Island HomeΩΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

Australia and our island neighbours, investigating climate zones, food chains, biomes and different rock 

formations. Students are considering the symbols, values and identities of different island nations. Within this 

unit, students are improving their questioning, research and mapping skills, as they collaboratively plan, model 

and map their own new island.  This unit supports students in identifying connections between themselves and 

other people, places and environments and to better understand Australia's geographical position in the world.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



Grade 5/6 students have been immersing themselves in our Term Two Inquiry unit, Australia and Our Asian 

Neighbours. Students are exploring key aspects of Australia, including its people, extreme weather and natural 

ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 

landscape and landforms and have categorised examples of weathering, erosion and deposition. Students have 

researched a range of landforms, including the Twelve Apostles, Uluru and the Grampians and worked together 

to create a class PowerPoint presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Auslan 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ н ǘƻ с ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ Ψaȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ - {ȅŘƴŜȅΦΩ 

Their learning intention was to practise a variety of Auslan signs connected to tourist destinations in Sydney (For 

example, The Sydney Harbour Bridge, The Sydney Opera House) and communicate these to others in the 

classroom. Students were taught to sign their own ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ {ȅŘƴŜȅ 

experiences. 

 



DǊŀŘŜ м ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƛƴƎŜǊǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƻǿ ǇŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ 

taught students the importance of communicating their signs in a moderate, clear and accurate way for others 

to understand. 

 

This week, FƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ψ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦΩ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ 

signs included kitchen, loungeroom, T.V, cupboards, window and door. Each week, Foundation students also 

have fun in Auslan warm-up activities to revise previous lessons and expand their Auslan vocabulary. 

 

 

 

Physical Education 

Congratulations to the following students who were selected to participate in this year's District Cross Country 

Event. 

Amelia M  Savannah L  Alicia P 

Mayuree T  Lily R   Leila H 

Sean T  Sam S   Henry S 

Matthew C  Daniel W  Atilla A 

Georgia R  Elanor P  Elke G 

Sabrina M  Zoe W   Aliana K 

Ollie C  Connor O  Hunter W 



Will T  Aiden B   Noah L 

Annika S  Inaya A   Ivy L 

Josephine A  Eloise R   Quinten L 

Josiah A  Jenson A.B.  Sam S 

Angelo S 

 

A BIG shout out to Noah L, Mayuree T, Alicia P who all finished in the top 15 and a big congratulations to Ollie C 

(8th),  

Savannah L (4th), Quinten L (3rd) and Sean T (2nd) who have all qualified for the upcoming Divisional cross-

country event.  

We wish them all the best of luck in the next level of competition. 

 

   


