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Hello to our Avondale community, 

We have had an action-packed fortnight, with Grades 3 

and 4 students exploring our amazing Melbourne Zoo,  

Foundation students participating in a fabulous Minibeasts 

excursion and students who qualified for the District Cross 

Country event, demonstrating their personal best on 

Monday.  

We also had the Smile Squad van return to school this 

week to begin dental treatments and finalise dental 

checkups.  

Next week we will recognise 
and learn about National 
Reconciliation Week (NRW) 
27 May - 3 June. The theme 
Ψbƻǿ aƻǊŜ ¢Ƙŀƴ 9ǾŜǊΩ is a 
time for all Australians to 
learn about our shared 
histories, cultures, and 
achievements, and to 
explore how each of us can 
contribute to achieving 
reconciliation in Australia.  
 
As a staff, in and across PLCs, we have engaged in the 
writing moderation process, ensuring we have consistency 
in our assessment practices and in writing semester 
reports. We are always taking our learning back to the Victorian Curriculum, meeting the needs of all students and 
building our knowledge of each level of the curriculum. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 

 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 
 

Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing 
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse. 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Monday May 27 National Reconciliation Week 

 

Tuesday May 28 School Council Meeting 6.30pm 

Wednesday May 
29 

Foundation 2024 Enrolment Tour 

Fundraising Meeting 9.15am 

Divisional Cross Country event 

Thursday May 30 Volunteer Induction Session 
Webex 9.15am 

Friday May 31 Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #1 

Closing date for the Australian 
Mathematics Competition 

Monday June 3 Grade 2 Edendale Excursion 

Wednesday June 5 Grade 1 Edendale Excursion 

Thursday June 6 8.45am Second Hand Uniform 
Shop open 

Friday June 7 Grade 5/6 Winter Gala Day #2 

Monday June 10 PUBLIC HOLIDAY- NO SCHOOL 

Thursday June 13 Buildings & Grounds 
Subcommittee Meeting 2.30pm 

Monday June 17 Canteen Subcommittee Meeting 
2.30pm 

Wednesday June 
19 

Education Subcommittee Meeting 
TBC 

Thursday June 20 
 

Grade 5/6 Melbourne Museum 
IMAX Excursion 

Monday June 24 Special Lunch Order Day 

Tuesday June 25 School Council Meeting 6.30pm 

Friday June 28 Last day term 2 
Early dismissal 2.15pm  



 

On Monday, students from Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6, represented Avondale Primary School, participating ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

District Cross Country event. Our students did an amazing job, completing their run and most importantly 

demonstrating great support for one another throughout the whole day.  

The day was a huge success, with eight students finishing in the top 20 for their event and five students finishing in the 

top 10 for their event. These students will now compete in the Divisional Cross Country event, on Wednesday 29th 

May: 

- Shaylee (finished in 2nd place) 

- Henry (finished in 3rd place) 

- India (finished in 9th place) 

- Quinten  (finished in 10th place) 

- Tessa  (finished in 10th place) 

 

Keeping valuable items at home 

Avondale Primary School encourages students not to bring special or 

valuable value to school. The Department of Education does not have 

insurance for personal property of staff, students and visitors. Avondale Primary School does not take responsibility 

for items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school or during school activities. Damage to personal 

property brought to school is the responsibility of the owner of that property.   

See our teaching and learning section later in the newsletter for lots of photos and examples of learning. 

 

 

 

Avondale P.S. School Improvement Team 

Jill, Jenna, Sarah, Teriann and Frances 

 

 

 

 



 

Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Monday 15th April -  Friday 28th 
June (Early dismissal 2.15pm) 

15th July - 20th September (Early 
dismissal 2.15pm) 
 

Monday 7th October- Friday 20th 
December (Early dismissal 1.15pm)  
 

Student Free Day (Whole School 
Professional Day): Wednesday 22nd 
May 

Student Free Day (Curriculum Day): 
Friday 9th August 

Student Free Day (Curriculum Day): 
Monday 4th November 

 

Christine Ho Frances Cacopardo 
 

Narelle Sharman Sam Volling 

    

I love musical theatre and 
I have been to almost 10 
musicals so far.  
 
I love eating and my 
favourite cuisines are 
French, Japanese and 
Asian foods. 
 
I speak three languages 
and I used to write 
poems.  

l LOVE going camping with 
family. 

Favourite holiday Noosa 
Heads and Italy.  
Favourite author Tim 
Winton. 
 

My Favourite hobbies are 
gardening and dancing.  
 
Favourite food Pumpkin 
Soup and green 
smoothies. 

My favourite sport is AFL 
and follow the Western 
Bulldogs.  
 
I enjoy going to the gym in 
my free time, and my 
favourite colours are red 
and blue. 

 

 

You may have seen the recent announcement of the School Saving Bonus, as part of the Victorian Budget 2024/25. 

We are sharing more information about how families will be able to access and use this support. 

This one-off support will include $400 for each eligible student to help families cover the costs of school uniforms and 

activities in 2025. 

It will be available to parents and carers of every child enrolled in a Victorian government school in 2025. 

Cash will not be paid directly to individuals or families. Instead, families will receive the bonus as credits on their school 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΦ 

Existing supports  

The School Saving Bonus support will be in addition to existing and continuing means-tested supports for camps, 

sports, excursions and uniforms. 

The application-ōŀǎŜŘ !ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǘŀǘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ wŜƭƛŜŦΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

to families experiencing financial hardship or other forms of vulnerability and short-term crisis. This program allows 

schools to make multiple applications for support on parents' behalf throughout the year if needed. 

There will be more information and guidance about the School Saving Bonus in Term 3, 2024, ahead of its 

implementation in 2025. 

2024 TERM DATES 

INTRODUCING SOME OF OUR 2024 EDUCATION SUPPORT TEAM 

- CLASSROOM SUPPORT 

SCHOOL SAVING BONUS 



 

 

 

CELEBRATING EDUCATION SUPPORT PERSONNEL DAY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AUSLAN EDUCATION SERVICES 



Stay well this winter 

Symptoms of influenza (flu) can hit very quickly and may last several weeks. Vaccination is the best way to protect 

yourself and others from getting the flu. 

Keeping our school community well 

Parents, carers and students are encouraged to practice prevention measures, including: 

¶ washing and sanitising hands regularly 

¶ avoiding touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 

¶ covering nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing · staying home if unwell and consulting a general practitioner 
(GP) or Nurse-on-call as required 

¶ staying up to date with flu and COVID-19 vaccinations. 

Flu vaccinations 

Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19 vaccinations. 

Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over. 

Some people are more at risk of complications from flu and are eligible for free vaccination as part of the National 

Immunisation Program. 

COVID-19 booster 

The 2024 COVID-19 booster dose is available for everyone aged 18 and above. Getting your booster dose remains the 

best way to prevent severe illness or hospitalisation, especially in people aged over 65 and those at higher risk of 

severe illness. Children aged between 5 and 17 years who are at risk of severe illness can also receive a 2024 booster 

dose. You can get your next dose at your local pharmacy or GP. To find one near you, refer to the vaccine clinic finder. 

Find out more 

For more information about preventing flu, and immunisation, refer to:  

¶ Better Health Channel influenza flu immunisation fact sheet  

¶ Getting vaccinated against influenza. 

 

Grade 3 ς 6 students who are keen to challenge and extend their maths problem solving skills are invited to 

participate in the Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC). 

 

As part of the competition students who choose to participate will be asked to solve 30 problems in 60 minutes. This 

will be conducted at Avondale Primary School on Tuesday 6 August and occur outside of school hours (3.30pm-

4.30pm). 

 

The AMC was introduced in Australia in 1978 as the first Australia-wide mathematics competition for students. It has 

become the largest single event on the Australian education calendar, allowing students to attempt the same tasks 

on the same day in over 40 countries around the globe. 

It is a fun competition with many of the problems set in situations familiar to students and showing the relevance of 

mathematics in their everyday lives. The competition caters for students of all standards and ensures that all 

participants find a point of challenge. AMC aims to highlight the importance of mathematics as a curriculum subject 

and give students an opportunity to discover talent and enjoyment in mathematics. 

 

 

STAYING WELL THIS WINTER 

AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/flu-influenza-immunisation#bhc-content
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/seasonal-influenza-vaccine


Middle Primary- Australian Years 3 and 4 

Upper Primary- Australian Years 5 and 6 

 

All participants will receive a certificate and a detailed report showing how they went on each problem, with 

comparisons as to wider statistics. Practice questions for the AMC can be found by following this link: 

http://www.amt.edu.au/wuamc.html 

  

The cost for students to enter the competition is $8.50. Grade 3-6 families can view the Compass Event for more 

information. The due date for this event is Friday 31 May. 

 

 

Victoria Police are currently in the process of conducting a ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘέ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ 

Annual Victoria Police Community Sentiment Survey ς 2024 | Engage Victoria 

The more information gathered from our community, helps the police service to respond your needs. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

VICTORIA POLICE COMMUNITY SURVEY 

http://www.amt.edu.au/wuamc.html
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fengage.vic.gov.au%2Fvicpol-2024&data=05%7C02%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1204add0324f45748a8b08dc72fe91e3%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638511684926449339%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RP9R2EbSatNB1z7spbe1%2FofzlGmnQWspeVTlfCUSnyE%3D&reserved=0


 

It's FUN every day at TeamKids!  

Throughout the term, we run our TK Clubs and often host our 
Lunchtime Legends event which are a HIT! 

Have you heard of TeamKids' EPIC Lunchtime Legends?  

Get ready for an AWESOME lunchtime session with COOL 
games and activities hosted by our REMARKABLE Educators 

 

 

 

 

Which EPIC TeamKids club are you joining this term?   

We have a wide RANGE of clubs in our program, all 
designed to INVOLVE and ENGAGE the children in 
activities they LOVE such as cooking, STEM, book club, 
gardening, sustainability, art, culture, lego, mindfulness 

and more  

 

Book NOW ς www.teamkids.com.au/venues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM KIDS 

http://www.teamkids.com.au/venues


 
 

If children travel to school on a bicycle families should take into account the child's: 

¶ age 

¶ cycling experience 

¶ ability to perceive hazards 

¶ traffic conditions 

¶ distances involved 

 

Even when riding on footpaths and bike paths there are points at which roads need to be crossed. The reality is that 

most children, until around the age of 12 years, have not developed the necessary skills to be able to ride safely in or 

near traffic. To develop these skills children need lots of help and practise under the supervision of an adult.  

 

Road safety authorities recommend that children under the age of 9 are supervised by an adult when riding on the 

road. Depending on their cycling skills and experience, some children over this age may still require supervision. 

 

Wearing a helmet 

When riding a bike, you must wear an approved helmet, securely fitted and fastened. Religious and medical 

exemptions may apply. 

Watch this video which explains the important things to consider when purchasing a bicycle helmet.  

SAFETY: CYCLING TO SCHOOL 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/licences/health-and-driving/exemptions-from-wearing-a-seatbelt-or-bicycle-helmet
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/licences/health-and-driving/exemptions-from-wearing-a-seatbelt-or-bicycle-helmet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LC7h4g2Gz0s


Rules about where you can ride 

Riding on the footpath 

Children under 13 can ride bicycles on footpaths. People older than this may ride on a footpath if they are riding with 

a child aged 12 or younger. Medical exemptions may apply. 

 

.ƛŎȅŎƭŜ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƎŜŘ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǊƛŘŜ ƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

13. People riding on footpaths must always give way to pedestrians.  

 

Equipment on your bike 

Your bike must have at least one effective brake and working bell (or similar warning device). 

¶ Lights and reflectors are required at night or in conditions of reduced visibility. Lights must be visible from at least 

200m away. This includes: 

· A flashing or steady white light at the front 

· A flashing or steady red light at the back 

· A red reflector clearly visible at the back of the bike from 50 metres 

 

Using pedestrian crossings 

People walking have priority at pedestrian crossings, including zebra crossings and signal crossings. 

If you use a pedestrian crossing when riding, you must get off your bike and walk unless there is a bike lantern and 

space for cyclists. Walking your bike across the crossing gives drivers more time to see you and stop.  

If you approach a crossing when riding on the road, you must stop and give way to people on the crossing.  

 

 

A reminder that all external gates are locked until supervision in the school yard begins at 8:30am. No student should 

be in the yard prior to this time unless they are attending Team Kids. All students need to be collected from the school 

grounds by 3.30pm when afternoon yard duty supervision concludes. Any students not collected by this time will need 

to be picked up from the Front Office in Wood Street. 

Before school supervision: 8.30am -8.50am 

After school supervision: 3.15pm-3.30pm 

1. Contact our school to book a school tour to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process. 

2. 5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ΨCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ όtǊŜǇύ 9ƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ tŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜǊǎΦϥ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ is now available on 

our school website. 

3. Submit an enrolment application for Foundation by Friday 26 July 2024. 

4. You will be notified of the outcome of your application by Friday 9 August 2024. If you receive an enrolment offer, 

you should accept the offer by Friday 23 August 2024. 

5. Take part in enrolment information and transition sessions during Term 4, 2024. 

6. Your child will start Foundation, from Wednesday 29 January 2025. 

 

Please contact the administration office on 9318 1755, to reserve your place in an upcoming school tour 

Our remaining Term Two Tour Dates are as follows: 

Wednesday 29th May, Friday 7th June, Friday 14th June and Wednesday 19th June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOUNDATION ENROLMENT 2025 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/bicycles#expanding-8AB4D85E0F824DCF9D5A05FFBA69307B
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/bicycles#expanding-8AB4D85E0F824DCF9D5A05FFBA69307B


 
The Child Safe Standards require organisations that provide services or facilities for children to have strategies to 
promote the participation and empowerment of children and to encourage children to speak up if they feel unsafe. At 
Avondale Primary School we are committed to providing an environment where our students are safe and feel safe, 
where their participation is valued, their views respected, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their 
lives. Our child safe policies, strategies and practices are inclusive of the needs of all children and students. As part of 
our commitment to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and student wellbeing we will be running 
a Volunteer Induction Session: Thursday 30 May @ 9.15am on Webex. This will support the introduction of classroom 
volunteers, canteen helpers and excursion attendees.  
 
All volunteers at Avondale Primary School are required to hold a current Working with Children Check Clearance 
and have attended a volunteer induction session since July 2022.  
 

 

Our Foundation students recently embarked on an exciting incursion all about minibeasts. They had the opportunity 
to explore the fascinating world of insects and other small creatures up close. Through interactive activities and 
hands on experiences, the students learnt about the diverse habitats, fascinating bodies and amazing facts about 
minibeasts. Thank you to Andy from Labcoat Learning for this amazing opportunity. 

 

 

WELLBEING: CHILD SAFETY 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
Inquiry Learning 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=mae0f66e923df8a61e9598eb9a8d3a329


 

 

 

 
 

  



   

In Inquiry, Grade 1 students have been exploring decomposition. We placed the pumpkin into different conditions 
and observed how they changed. The most noticeable was the water tub and air tub, we observed mould, fur and 
spores! Yuck!  
 
We have also been exploring how to grow seeds and what plants need to survive. Students created their own 
greenhouses to house a seed and will observe the growth process. They wrote a procedure for how to plant seeds 
in a greenhouse.  

Water Air  

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

This term the Grade 2 ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛǎ Ψ¢ƛǇǘƻŜ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ оwΩǎΣ ǊŜŘǳŎŜΣ ǊŜǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ rubbish into the appropriate bins. The 
Grade 2s have made predictions on how long rubbish takes to decompose and buried rubbish in the school grounds 
to see if our predictions are correct once we dig them back up. We have also conducted an experiment to see under 
which conditions pumpkin will decompose the quickest. We have discussed ways we can leave a light environmental 
footprint in this world and created posters and songs to match. Some of the examples included using natural light 
rather than turning the light on, turning taps off and putting our rubbish in the correct bin. The Grade 2 students are 
excited about their upcoming excursion to Edendale Farm where they will learn more about sustainability.  

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

The Grade 3 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǳƴƛǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ aŀǊōƭŜΩΦ 
An absolute highlight for us was our Melbourne Zoo Excursion! The students got up close and personal with so many 
of the animals, 3A got to see the lions during their feeding time, 3B were all giggles as they watched the platypus 
play and 3C were captivated by the gorillas.  

 
Back in the classroom, we've been deepening our understanding of endangered animals. Drawing from our 
experiences at the zoo, we've been discussing why it's important to protect these species and what we can do to 
help. In the weeks ahead, we'll be exploring this topic further, as students research and share their findings about 
different endangered animals. We're excited to see their passion for wildlife conservation continue to grow as they 
connect their real-life experiences with our classroom learning.  

 
 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Grade 4 students all had fun learning and exploring the Melbourne Zoo. During the education session students were 
introduced to the seven seasons of the Kulin Nation and learnt how all living things are connected to each 
other.  Students then explored the changing seasons and its impact by making observations from 3 categories - signs 
of life, features and insects.  

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  


