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Welcome to our Avondale community, 
 

We extend a very warm welcome to new members of our school 
community and wish those who are continuing their journey 
elsewhere, the very best. Congratulations to Danny for successfully 
gaining a leadership position, in Vice House Captain for Comet. 
 

We have had a great start to Term Two with our students 
continuing to demonstrate independence at the gates in the 
morning and engaging in a range of learning experiences 
throughout the week. This was highlighted through our ANZAC 
DAY assembly last Friday, with our School and Vice Captains 
leading the way with a representative from each grade sharing their 
learning with the school. This has been included below in our 
Teaching and Learning section. 
 
Each term, teachers have a Professional Practice Day and at 
Avondale PS this day is valuable in enabling our teams of teachers 
to focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and 
learning and engage in work that has a significant and direct 
positive impact on our students. Due to state-wide challenges 
around staffing, ensuring there is minimal disruption to teaching and 
learning and to enable the most effective and efficient use of this 
day, the Department of Education has recommended that all 
Victorian schools hold their first professional practice day on the 
same day for all staff. We understand this will have an impact on 
families and appreciate your flexibility and support with our Term 2 
Professional Practice Day, scheduled for Friday May 27, as a 
student free day. Students will not be required to attend school on 
this day.  
 
Please note that the Community OHSC Services will be open on site for our two student free days in Term 2, between 
8am – 6pm on Friday, May 27 (Professional Practice Day) and Friday, June 3 (Curriculum Day).  
Bookings can be made directly with OHSC by contacting Sonya at office@communityoshcservices.com or calling 
0405529972. 
 
The playground has been involved in a ‘make over’ with line marking occurring last weekend. Our basketball, bat 
tennis and down ball courts have all been refreshened. Stay tuned throughout the term to see vibrant and colourful 
playground markings and games appear. This has been made possible by the amazing Fundraising team and the 
generosity of our community in supporting our fundraising events.  

Acknowledgement of Country 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Tuesday, May 10 
to Friday May 20 

 
Online NAPLAN for 
Grades 3 and 5 students 
 

 Friday, May 27 Professional Practice 
Day 
Student free day 

Monday, May 30 Grade 3/4 Bendigo 
camp deposit due 

Friday, June 3 Curriculum Day - 
Mathematics 
Student free day 
 

Friday, June 10 Grades 3-6 APS 
Athletics Carnival @ 
Aberfeldie Athletics 
Track  

Friday, June 17 Grade 5/6 Canberra 
Camp deposit due 



 
 

A big thank you to our fundraising team for organising and running our Mother’s Day 
and Special Persons Day Stall yesterday and Second Chance Stall today. We thank 

all families for their support and wish all Avondale Mothers and Special People a 
wonderful day on Sunday. 
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VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 

 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is underway and Avondale Primary School is excited to be participating in 
this challenge. The PRC application offers a range of exciting features including: 
 

• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 
• a modern user-friendly interface 
• rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 
• the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review 

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading for 
literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 2 
September 2022. Children from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their 
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and 
former Premiers. To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge  

Each student has now received their login details for the 2022 Premiers’ Reading Challenge and is in their reading 
journal or student diary. Happy reading! 
 

NAPLAN ONLINE 2022 
 

Students in Grades 3 and 5 will participate in a number of NAPLAN tests in the areas of literacy and numeracy over 
the next two weeks. At Avondale Primary School we put a variety of measures in place to help set your child up for 
success. We ensure students are familiar with the test format by reviewing and carrying out practice and sample tests 
both on paper and using the online assessment platform. Focus is placed on examining the structure of questions to 
ensure that students understand what is being asked of them. This helps your child to feel more confident going into 
the NAPLAN testing week. We also promote to students that this needs to be seen as just another assessment that 
will be presented to your child as they move through their learning journey. This is one assessment held on one day, 
every two years. 

For some children though, especially those in Year 3, this will be their first live experience of participating in a test that 
operates within these conditions. As a school and as parents our role is to ensure that NAPLAN test is an opportunity 
to engage in learning and becomes a routine part of life.  

Tips for children doing NAPLAN 
The language we use with children is important in creating a self-assurance in approaching this testing schedule. It’s 
important your child knows that you will remain incredibly proud of them no matter the test results, as long as they 
tried their best, and they were able to draw upon a series of strategies to help them manage the testing space. 
Children should remember that this is a test about their abilities on one day and not who they are as a person. They 
should be positive, celebrating themselves as the creative, dynamic learners that they are, be it in music, sports or the 
arts – and have fun with learning. 

Discuss feelings and concerns 
Assessment commonly brings out feelings of anxiety, so let them know that these feelings are normal. Listen to their 
concerns, show empathy and maintain a caring and positive attitude. More often than not, talking about their fears can 
help to lessen these feelings. Explain how tests are at least a little bit stressful for everyone – maybe share an 
appropriate story about a time when you had to complete an exam and found it stressful, but you just tried your best 
and got through it (this “normalising” of stress is helpful for many children). 

During NAPLAN your child’s learning environment will be different, tests will be timed, there is no collaboration, there 
is no brainstorming with peers, there is no asking for clarification. In talking with your child, discuss how their 
classroom will look different on the day, what they can do when they can’t ask the teacher for help. 

Focus on doing your best 
Focus on 'doing your best' NOT 'being the best'. There is a huge difference between doing your best and being the 
best. If you consistently reinforce to your children that all you want is for them to do their best, then they will feel 
confident in themselves that they are capable of achieving that. It removes a lot of the pressure from the situation, 
which will in turn allow them to improve on what they thought they could do. 



Encourage your child to: 
- reread each question first (quietly in their mind) before answering a question. 
- If they become stuck, encourage them to flag this as a question to return to and answer the questions they find 
easiest first (this will help to settle their nerves and improve their confidence during the test). 

You might like to plan a reward 
Ask your child/ren to come up with some ideas for activities you could do as a family on the weekend after NAPLAN – 
discuss it as a “reward” for your child trying their best with NAPLAN. This will reinforce your “try your best” attitude to 
them and give them something else to think about and look forward to after the week of NAPLAN. 

Prepare for the day 
Good preparation is the key. Going to bed early the night before, having a healthy breakfast to start the day. Keep 
stress levels low and arrive at school a little earlier to eliminate any rushing stress. And don’t forget to wish them good 
luck! 
 
Breathe 
It is important to remind your child/children to take a moment to stop and slowly breathe whenever they’re feeling 
stressed or anxious. This can be as easy as just stopping for a minute and taking three deep breaths, in through the 
nose and out through the mouth, which will help to keep them in the moment and focused. 
 

CAMP 2022 
 

We are delighted to share with you that our 2022 camps have been finalised. Grade 3/4 students are invited to participate 
in the Bendigo Experience Camp (3 day/ 2 night) from Wednesday October 12 – Friday October 14.  

Grade 5/6 students are able to attend Canberra Experience Camp (5 day / 4 night) from Monday November 21- 
Friday November 25. Both camp have the capacity for ALL students to attend and supports our Semester 2 teaching 
and learning programs. Further information regarding deposit payments and learning experiences has been sent out to 
families on Compass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TEACHING AND LEARNING:  
ANZAC DAY in the Spotlight  

 
 

On Friday 29th April, our student leaders facilitated a commemorative assembly where representatives from each class 
shared their learning about Anzac Day. During our assembly the Ode of Remembrance Poem was read and the Last 
Post was played. We were so proud of how our students observed one minute of silence in recognition of the sacrifice 
of those who fought for our country and those currently on active service. 

As part of our learning to commemorate ANZAC day, 
Foundation students read the story ‘Anzac Ted’ and 
discussed what it means to be a hero. We talked about 
how poppies are used as a symbol and how Anzac 
biscuits are eaten to celebrate the day. The Foundation 
classes created their own poppies by tearing red paper 
and pasting onto a template. 

Student readings at assembly 

FA Amelia- “You can make Anzac biscuits to help 
celebrate Anzac day. Soldiers ate Anzac biscuits.” 

FB Tyra- “The soldiers are heroes!”. 

FC Marcus- “We made a red poppy as a symbol 
for Anzac day” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Grade 1, we spoke about Anzac day and what it 
means. We then read a story called Anzac Ted. It was 
about a Teddy that went to war with the soldiers. Anzac 
Ted helped the soldiers feel safe. He was courageous 
and brave just like the soldiers. After we read the story, 
Grade 1’s drew Anzac Ted and wrote about him. 

  

 



In Grade 2, we learnt about ANZAC day and why people take the time to remember and say thank you to 
the military men and women who fought for our country. During World War One, Anzac biscuits were baked 
by worried family members, packed in parcels and sent to the Australian soldiers. We also read picture story 
books, such as ‘Anzac Biscuits’ and ‘Here They Come - A Day to Remember’. Students also created wreaths 
and baked Anzac biscuits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3A read the book, Meet the Anzacs. We shared our thoughts and feelings as part of a class 
discussion and students reflected on their learning. Students learnt about the importance of mateship and 
acknowledging how much these soldiers went through for our country. 

 

 

  



3C recognised ANZAC Day this week by watching a 
presentation that outlined the origin of ANZAC Day and 
how we celebrate this day each year. Students wrote a 
paragraph about their thoughts, feelings and what 
they’d learnt about ANZAC Day. The class also took 
part in a detailed discussion about the ANZAC soldier’s 
landing at Gallipoli. 

 

Students in 4A learnt about why ANZAC Day is a special commemorative day for Australia. Mrs Roach 
shared her grandfather’s letters about his experiences of being at Gallipoli in World War One. We then 
researched lots of words to write our diamante poems.  

Students in 4B completed a diamante poem which 
followed the recipe of: 

                         Noun 

              Adjective       Adjective 

       Verb           Verb             Verb 

Noun       Noun            Noun        Noun 

        Verb           Verb            Verb 

              Adjective        Adjective 

                          Noun 

We used information we had gathered through our 
reading and short videos from the week.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



In 4C, we have been learning about ANZAC day! We have been writing Diamante poems. We have also 
been reading a variety of ANZAC books and writing connections; text to self, text to world, text to text. 

By Olivia B and Alexandra M 

 

With a focus on ANZAC Day this week, Grade 5A took part in a range of meaningful activities to 
commemorate those who fought for us. We watched and took notes on a short documentary of the history 
of ANZAC Day and incorporated it into a summar. Below are some activities the students took part in.    

 

With a focus on ANZAC Day this week, Grade 5B took part in a range of meaningful activities to 
commemorate the soldiers who served and died in war. We watched a short documentary on the history of 
ANZAC Day and summarised it, made poppies and the Australia flag. 

  



Students reading at assembly: 

Nahlia- “We researched and summarised the history of ANZAC Day and shared personal stories. 

Last week in reading we read about the ANZACs. 
Reginald Saudners was a Gun-ditj-mara man who was 
the first Aboriginal soldier to become a lieutenant in the 
Australian Army. He first joined the army when he was 
only 19. He was also awarded the Order of the British 
Empire award in 1971 for his leadership and courage 
in battle. 
When he fought in World War 2, 11 months of this was 
spent hiding from German soldiers in the island of 
Crete. He used his bush survival skills to escape 
capture.  
 Indigenous Veterans, like Reginald Saunders were 
treated equally when they were in the Army. But when 
they returned home to Australia, they didn’t have the 
same rights as non-Aboriginal ANZACs. Reginald 
Saunders was a leader in the Aboriginal community 
and fought for the rights of his people. 

                        Naylie & Jaiden 6B 
 

  

Physical Education 

During our PE lesson, students had the opportunity to share how they spent Anzac Day and what they do 
differently on Anzac Day compared to a ‘normal’ day. In specific to sport, we discussed the type of sporting 
events that occur on Anzac Day. For example, Essendon vs Collingwood. Students who attended the 
ANZAC Day match had the opportunity to share what occurred on that day. We specifically explored what 
happens during the Anzac Day match in contrast to what would occur during the regular AFL season. 

LOTE - Italian  

During the Italian lesson students listened to a story about ANZAC day and reflected upon the significance 
of this day on Australian Culture. 

 



SAFETY AT AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

It has been great to see many students walking and cycling to and from school. Parents and carers are responsible for 
their children travelling to and from school. This includes all forms of travel to get to school. The information below 
provides some essential tips to ensure the safety of and show respect to all members of our Avondale community.  
 
Keep children safe in a school zone by:  

• walking or cycling to school to decrease traffic congestion  
• adhering to the 40km per hour zone when travelling in an operated school zone  
• checking the restrictions set by the regulations and parking signs in the area and abiding by them  
• not stopping or parking illegally – these actions will be noticed, and infringements will be issued by Council.  

You should:  
• always let your child out on the kerb side of the road  
• never call your child from across the road – teach them to wait until you walk over to get them or to use the 

school crossing  
• talk to your child about what they should do if you are not there on time.  

A children’s crossing is a legal crossing when two flags are in place. Teach your child to:  
• always stand one step back from the kerb  
• wait for the Crossing Supervisor to go out onto the crossing and blow their whistle (two short blasts), then 

cross the road  
• not ride bikes, bounce a ball, fight, muck around or run across the crossing  
• always stay within the lines of crossing and walk in front of the supervisor (never behind them)  
• always be alert and listen to what the Crossing Supervisor says 

 
Cycling to and from school 
Children under the age of 12 may ride on footpaths, as can a supervising adult. They are required to give way to 
pedestrians and to wheel their bicycles over pedestrian and children’s crossings. Children aged 12 years or older are 
required by law to ride on the road. Road safety authorities recommend that children under the age of 9 are 
supervised by an adult when riding on the road. Depending on their cycling skills and experience, some children over 
this age may still require supervision. Families are reminded that the law requires that all cyclists wear an approved 
bicycle helmet. Approved helmets have the Australian Standards Mark TM (AS/NZS 2063) and will be marked as 
suitable for cycling.  
 

Important information from Vic Roads is also included on e-scooters.A motorised scooter - including e-scooters: 
• has the same features as a foot scooter 
• can be propelled by an electric motor with a maximum power output of 200 watts or less 
• is not able to travel faster than 10 km/h when ridden on level ground. 

If your motorised scooter: 
• is powered by a petrol motor, OR   
• has an electric motor with a power output of greater than 200 watts; OR 
• has a speed capability of greater than 10 km/h 

then it cannot be legally used on a road or any road related areas, including footpaths, shared paths or public areas. 
The fine for riding an illegal device in a public area is $909. Other penalties may also apply.  

IMPORTANT: Most newer model e-scooters exceed these thresholds and do not meet the standards for registration, 
and therefore cannot be used on Victorian public roads or footpaths at this time; they can only legally be ridden on 
private property. 
 

Please assist Moonee Valley City Council and complete this survey  
Better Moves Around Schools (BMAS) expanded program is a long-term partnership between Council and school 
leaders in Moonee Valley to encourage walking and cycling to and from school, and to reduce road safety issues 
around schools. 
 

Your response to this survey will assist us in better understanding current travel patterns to and from school. 
This survey will take less than 5 minutes to complete and is designed for parents and their child/children who attend 
school in Moonee Valley. We encourage parents to complete this survey with their child/children as the input of 
students is valuable. Your responses to this survey are completely anonymous and will be presented in group form 
alongside the responses of other people who participate. For further information, please see our privacy policy. 

  

PARENT SURVEY 

Link: https://tinyurl.com/uzrkjbaf                          QR code:  

 



STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – Term Two: Weeks 1 and 2 
 

Week 1: Monday 25th April - Friday 29th April  
 

STUDENT 
NAME   

GRADE AWARDED FOR 

Roshia P Foundation 
A 

For always trying her best with set tasks. Keep it up superstar!  

Lachlan B Foundation 
B 

For being a helpful classmate. Awesome work!!  

Savannah L Foundation 
C 

For her excellent listening skills and contribution to class discussions. Keep 
it up Savannah! 

Mason M 1A 
For showing persistence when speaking and attempting to write about his 
holiday.  

Aiden B 1B For always being a respectful and friendly classmate.  

Hajra A 1C For always applying her best efforts to all that she does. 

Brittany  2A For being a friendly and caring classmate to her peers. Well done superstar! 

Paige  2B For the progress she has made in maths when working on addition and for 
practising her maths talk. Awesome effort, Paige! 

 
2C 

 

Cara S 3A Writing a strong introduction to your text ‘Hotels are better than Camping’! 

Libona  
3B 

For his insightful sharing during our whole class discussions. 

Nicholas T 3C For displaying a positive attitude towards completing his work. A great 
start to term 2 Nicholas!  

Vivian Le 4A Her acts of kindness are noticed every day.  

Harrison M 4B For writing a great poem about The Anzacs and presenting it thoughtfully. 

DeeJay  4C For his increased effort and focus with his handwriting and presentation 
when completing his ANZAC Day poem 

Derek  
5A 

For writing an excellent narrative piece using a great range of interesting 
adjectives.  



Ollie 
5B 

For being such an excellent classmate to other students in 5B. You have 
such a great attitude towards your work and you're always prepared to 
help someone in need. A great personal quality to have, Ollie! 

Chris T 6A 
For showing thoughtfulness and respect during our ANZAC discussions. 

Kaname  6B 
Fantastic results in mathematics. Great work beginning to share your 
knowledge with the class. Keep it up! 

Poppy B 1B Performing 
Arts 

For taking great care in her detailed character drawing, voice bubble and 
prop, in Performing Arts this week. 

Tanishka P 
4A 

 Visual Arts  For using her creativity to produce a unique Mother’s Day card. Well 
done!  

Zack H 2B Italian F-2 For always putting in effort and staying on task. Keep up the great work! 

Lola D 4C Italian 3-6 For always being enthusiastic and putting in lots of effort in Italian classes. 
Keep up the great work! 

Gerard H FA PE  F-2 For staying focused and trying his best during PE whilst making positive 
choices!  

Katrina B PE 3-6 For being an awesome learner by demonstrating strong listening skills and 
having a go at all activities during PE.  

 
                                      Week 2: Monday 2nd May - Friday 6th May  

 
STUDENT 

NAME   
GRADE AWARDED FOR 

Elisha T Foundation 
A 

For working hard to learn her yellow words. Awesome work! 

Dexter W Foundation 
B 

For being responsible and following instructions. Well done! 

Kai C Foundation 
C 

For always showing whole body listening and reminding other 
students about classroom expectations. Well done Kai! 

Fatima. S 1A 
For being persistent when completing a challenging ordering number 
activity.   

Sabrina M 1B For being a kind friend to her classmates. So proud of you Sabrina! 

Lucas P 1C For being a kind friend and positive role model to his classmates. 

Fia C  2A For doing a brilliant job using her plan to draft a letter. Super writing Fia! 



Phillip C 2B For summarising a non-fiction text about Potoroos by writing five Very 
Important Points. WOW Phillip! 

Alba K 2C For fabulously following the writing process when drafting and editing a 
letter to a peer! Keep it up Alba!  

Katrina B 3C for always displaying a positive outlook and attitude in the classroom 

Audrey M 4A For making valuable contributions to class discussions. A student who is 
prepared to think and make connections.  

Audrey K 4B For getting involved with our discussions about the environment, with 
great maturity. 

Haris S 4C For his increased concentration in the classroom during independent and 
partner work. 

Emma D 
5A 

For writing an excellent persuasive convincing us, ‘Why we shouldn’t have 
a classroom pet’! Keep up the great writing! 

Chantelle. D 
5B 

For demonstrating a positive work ethic and a commitment to all areas of 
your schoolwork. 

Jaiden. N 6B 
For making a great start to term 2 and being an excellent role model and 
representative of Avondale at our EKC excursion. 

Aleyna D 3A ART For her creative and well thought out Mother’s Day mug design. Keep up 
the great work! 

Sevin R M 
(2B) 

Performing 
Arts 

For working conscientiously to complete extra work in Performing Arts 
class, with her character creations this week. 

Caroline T FB Italian F-2 For always having a go and being a responsible and respectful classmate. 
Keep up the great work!  

Shaylee B 4C Italian 3-6 Trying her best and helping her classmates. Keep up the great work! 

Elijah W 1C  PE  F-2 For trying his best during PE and asking questions to increase his learning.   

Zach N 4C  PE 3-6 For being an awesome listener and coming to class with a positive attitude 
despite being unable to participate in activities. Zach was an awesome 
helper and provided good classroom energy.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 





 
 


