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Dear Parents and Carers, 

What an action packed first two weeks we have had to 

start Term 2. Our Grade 5/6 students engaged in the Gala 

Day sports of soccer, tennis and cricket. We had our 

ANZAC day assembly on Wednesday and seeing how 

confidently our Foundation to Grade 6 students shared 

their learning with our school community, was a very 

proud moment indeed. This really did highlight our school 

values of Respect, Responsibility and Learning. Our 

students are engaging in our Lunchtime Clubs this Term, 

extending their learning through participating in The 

Imagination Club, Lego Club, Library Club, Chess Club and 

Crochet/Knitting Club, with more to follow throughout the 

term. 

Student learning in Weeks 1 and 2 are included in this 

newsletter, with highlights focusing on ANZAC Day and 

Literacy. In line with our homework policy, our continued 

focus this term is on reading, with students engaging in 

daily reading at home. In addition to this, teachers are also 

setting learning tasks in Mathletics to provide 

opportunities for students to practise a range of 

mathematical concepts. Open ended maths tasks will also 

be explored, with a focus on students articulating their 

thinking, explaining how they reached an answer and 

exploring other options. /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ 

newsfeed on Compass for an outline of learning focuses 

each week. This provides a great way for you to have conversations around learning that is happening at school.  

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 

 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 
 

Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing 
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse. 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday April  Grade 3-6 Athletics Day 

Wednesday May 1 Grade 5/6 Open Day 
Excursion Essendon Keilor 
College 
 
Education Subcommittee 
Meeting 2.00pm 

Thursday May 2 School Photo Day 

 

8.45am Second Hand 
Uniform Shop open 

Wednesday May 7 Foundation 2025 Information 
Session 9.15am 

Thursday May 8  Motherôs and Special 
Personôs Day Stall TBC 

Friday May 10 Grade 3 Melbourne Zoo 
Excursion 

Thursday May 16 Education Support Staff Day 
 
Buildings & Grounds 
Subcommittee Meeting 
2.15pm 
 
Education Week- Open 
classrooms 2.45pm-3.30pm 

TeamKids Coffee Van- 
Parent Meet and Greet 

Friday May 17 Grade 4 Melbourne Zoo 
Excursion 

Wednesday May 22 STUDENT FREE DAY 
Whole School Professional 
Practice Day 

Monday June 3 Grade 2 Edendale Excursion 

Wednesday June 5 Grade 1 Edendale Excursion 

Thursday June 6 8.30am Second Hand 
Uniform Shop open 

Friday June 28 Last day term 2 
Early dismissal 2.15pm  



It was great to meet with the new members of our School Council Fundraising committee for 2024 and share 

suggestions around fund raising and ways to continue to bring our school community together. 

With April being Autism Awareness Month, it is important that we are advocates for our students. Our leadership team 

and ES staff continue to increase our knowledge around neurodiversity with Sue Larkey. Sue is a highly qualified 

educator, has written a number of books for educators and parents and is a source of knowledge for us all. The tip 

sheet included here provides 10 essential tips to help us understand neurodiversity. 

Three staff from Auslan Education Services visited on Tuesday. Students got the opportunity to ask questions to a 

Naomi a member of the deaf community and share their knowledge of Auslan so far including participating in an 

alphabet race.  

Foundation 2025/new student school tours are available on the following dates; Friday 3rd May, Wednesday 8th May, 

Friday 17th May, Wednesday 29th May, Friday 7th June, Friday 14th June, Wednesday 19th June. To book a place on a 

tour please contact the administration office. 

We use Compass School Manager as our main communication portal. It is best practice to check in daily with Compass 

reminders as this is our consistent communication method and ensures you have access to all the information required 

around upcoming events, updates and learning at Avondale P.S. This term we are extending SWPBS to include positive 

Compass Chronicles. This is a great way to acknowledge the positive behaviours demonstrated by our students. If your 

child has been acknowledged using Compass Chronicle you will receive an ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

profile under the Chronicle Tab. 

In continuing to follow our Sun Smart Policy, all students and staff are expected to wear a broad brim hat until Tuesday 

April 30. 

Just a reminder that next Thursday, May 2, is our school photo day  Please ensure all students are wearing their 

school uniform. 

 

 

Avondale P.S. School Improvement Team 

Jill, Jenna, Sarah, Teriann and Franc 

 

 

Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Monday 15th April -  Friday 28th 
June (Early dismissal 2.15pm) 

15th July - 20th September (Early 
dismissal 2.15pm) 
 

Monday 7th October- Friday 20th 
December (Early dismissal 1.15pm)  
 

Student Free Day (Whole School 
Professional Day): Wednesday 22nd 
May 

Student Free Day (Curriculum Day): 
Friday 9th August 

Student Free Day (Curriculum Day): 
Monday 4th November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 TERM DATES 



 

 
 

Grade 1A 
Jennifer Tombs 

 
 

Grade 1B 
Elle Kimpton 

 
 

Grade 1C  
Monday and Friday 

Frances Ferraro 

 
 

Grade 1C  
Tuesday ς Thursday 

Tara Glanfield 

Favourite author ς  

Julia Donaldson 

Favourite Football Team ς 
North Melbourne 
(Kangaroos) 

Favourite childhood book- 
A Visit to Fairyland by 
Shirley Barber. 

Favourite holiday 
destination ς Bali 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming School Council Subcommittee Meetings 

 

Education Subcommittee: Wednesday 1 May 2.00pm 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=mf48d5a3caa742361d84f62864237ff1b  

Canteen Committee: Monday 13 May 2.30pm 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m3c5ee89640d3061480adb12ca6504c1f 

Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee: Thursday 16 May 2.00pm 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m2fda53f8331d4ef7429ff82b3ee4e39e  

Fundraising Committee: Wednesday 29 May 9.15am 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m42cc2cf7ace6c85b004908f99253d431  

Please let the school know if you intend to join via Webex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCING OUR 2024 GRADE ONE TEAM 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENTôS REPORT ï ISABELLE SAWTELL 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=mf48d5a3caa742361d84f62864237ff1b
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m3c5ee89640d3061480adb12ca6504c1f
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m2fda53f8331d4ef7429ff82b3ee4e39e
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m42cc2cf7ace6c85b004908f99253d431


World Autism Month, held each April, is all about getting to know the people who make up our wonderful 

community ς acknowledging the strengths, achievements, and uniqueness of people on the Autism spectrum. 

Each and every person places their handprint on our community, and this month we share the unique handprint of 

Autistic individuals. Our school is committed to understanding and celebrating our neurodiversity. To celebrate AAM, 

we would like to share some resources that support autistic students and their families. 

¶ AllPlay Learn Inclusive School Communities: aƻƴŀǎƘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ !ƭƭtƭŀȅ [ŜŀǊƴ ǘŜŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ-

based guidance and resources on how to create inclusive school communities where everyone feels welcome 

and supported. It includes videos on engaging with other parents, using inclusive language and student 

resources you can share with your child or children. 

¶ Amaze has produced videos and tip sheets for parents on how to include families of autistic children. 

¶ The Art of Learning 

 

TALKING ABOUT AUTISM  

We have many people in our network who are looking for resources on how to talk to young people about Autism, 

neurodiversity and being Autistic in ways that are respectful and validating. Use this link to find resources to help you 

out: https://icannetwork.online/talking-about-autism/  

 

 

±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 

Avondale P.S. is excited to be participating in ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ. The PRC application offers a 

range of exciting features including: 

¶ access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

¶ a modern user-friendly interface 

¶ rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

¶ the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review 
 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading for 

literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 6 

September 2024. 

Children from tǊŜǇ ǘƻ ¸ŜŀǊ н ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǊ ΨŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ол ōƻƻƪǎ with their parents and teachers. 

Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and 

former Premiers. 

¢ƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ 

Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge   

Further information about how to use the Challenge application is available at: School students and parents 

bŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƎ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎΩ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  

To log in go to: Register and log in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD AUTISM ACCEPTANCE MONTH 

PREMIERSô READING CHALLENGE 

https://allplaylearn.org.au/inclusive-communities/families/
https://allplaylearn.org.au/inclusive-communities/schools/language/
https://allplaylearn.org.au/inclusive-communities/students/
https://allplaylearn.org.au/inclusive-communities/students/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amaze.org.au%2Finclusive-education-building-parent-to-parent-connections-within-the-school-community%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Archer%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cdf4528fbee3d4dc95ad708dc3f032287%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638454529962850465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=egwk4lIgOjNqqSHFf4SjZYg%2BBDzC5EhzwqVdycasz%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://player.vimeo.com/video/762132685?h=e665d0f02d&badge=0&autopause=0&player_id=0&app_id=58479
https://player.vimeo.com/video/762132685?h=e665d0f02d&badge=0&autopause=0&player_id=0&app_id=58479
https://icannetwork.online/talking-about-autism/
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-student-and-parents-taking-part-premiers-reading-challenge
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/


 

 

In Term Two, in Respectful Relationships we will be covering Topic 7 and Topic 5 from the Resilience, Rights and 

Respectful Relationships resources. ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ 

address and eliminate family violence in Victoria - and throughout Australia, and to encourage healthier, more 

confident identities and relationships for all children in their future, regardless of gender.  This resource is aligned to 

the Victorian Curriculum and reflects the developmental ability and stage of primary aged children. Below are the 

outlines of the two topics that will be taught in Term Two: 

 

TOPIC 7: GENDER AND IDENTITY 

Learning activities within this topic assist students to challenge the limiting nature of stereotypes and critique the 

influence of gender norms on attitudes and behaviour. They learn about key issues relating to human rights and gender 

identity, and focus on the importance of respect within relationships. The activities promote respect for diversity and 

difference. Using this teaching material also helps with implementation of the Child Safe Standards, particularly Child 

Safe Standard 5: Equity is upheld and diverse needs are respected in policy and practice.  
 

 TOPIC 5: STRESS MANAGEMENT 

Children and young people experience a range of personal, social and work-related stressors in their everyday lives. 

Activities within this topic have an explicit focus on teaching positive approaches to stress management. Assisting 

students to recognise their personal signs and symptoms of stress, and to develop strategies that will help them to 

deal with stress effectively, will help students cope with future challenges. The activities focus on the ways in which 

self-calming strategies can be used to manage stressful situations. 
 

We are teaching and building on Respectful Relationships topics from our learning last year and this year. 

The resources/ activities for Foundation to Grade Six can be viewed here:  

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fschools-diversity-equity-guidance&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7C90482829d3dc4381421208dc5f6215f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638490122085872473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kKrRh5jRhLiKogvLlFMXy%2F%2FkYZFfMc4m3ba%2BfjajCEM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fschools-diversity-equity-guidance&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7C90482829d3dc4381421208dc5f6215f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638490122085872473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kKrRh5jRhLiKogvLlFMXy%2F%2FkYZFfMc4m3ba%2BfjajCEM%3D&reserved=0
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R


 

 

Please note: Visitors will need to sign in at each classroom before entering/exiting. This is an Occupational Health 

and Safety requirement. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION WEEK 2024 



 



 

 

 

CASH OR EFTPOS ACCEPTED 



 

 

 

 

TIPS ON MANAGING SCREEN TIME 



 

 

Next week our Student Representative Council members will be presented with certificates at our Friday assembly. 
Parents of our SRC members will be emailed and invited to this assembly. Our Student Representative Council 
members are very excited and enthusiastic about their 2024 journey. 

 

 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP UPDATE 



A reminder that our pink drop off and pick up zone in Wood Street is a no parking/no 

standing zone between 8.00 - 9.00am and 3.00 - 4.00pm on school days. This has been 

designed so families can safely drop students at the Wood Street entrance gate. Please 

do not park here, so traffic can flow and students can depart from the car safety. This 

zone is also monitored by Moonee Valley City Council and Victorian Police.  

 

To use the pink two minute drop off zone, drivers must stay in their vehicles to drop their 

children off or collect them at the end of the school day. Please talk to your children 

about always getting in or out of the car on the school side. Please be considerate of our 

neighbours in the surrounding streets and follow the parking regulations, ensuring we 

do not double park, park on nature strips or park in/across our neighbour's driveways. 

 

our school to avoid the congestion and enjoy time walking and talking together, while we 

have this beautiful autumn weather. 

At our next whole school assembly on Friday, May 3, a Parking Control Officer from Moonee Valley City Council will 

be sharing information with our school community, reinforcing safe practices. 

1. Contact our school to book a school tour to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process (see 

below for term 1 tour dates). 

2. 5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ΨCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ όtǊŜǇύ 9ƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ tŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜǊǎΦϥ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ is now available on 

our school website. 

3. Submit an enrolment application for Foundation by Friday 26 July 2024. 

4. You will be notified of the outcome of your application by Friday 9 August 2024. If you receive an enrolment offer, 

you should accept the offer by Friday 23 August 2024. 

5. Take part in enrolment information and transition sessions during Term 4, 2024. 

6. Your child will start Foundation from Wednesday 29 January 2025. 

 

Information Session: Wednesday 8 May 9.15am 

Please contact the office to reserve your place at the information session or upcoming school tour 

Our remaining Term Two Tour Dates are as follows: 

; Friday 3rd May, Wednesday 8th May, Friday 17th May, Wednesday 29th May, Friday 7th June, Friday 14th June, 

Wednesday 19th June. To book a place on a tour please contact the administration office. 

Share your feedback on how we're doing!  
Lƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΣ ŀƭƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 
From 28 March to 30 April 2024, you can participate in our annual Community Satisfaction survey online to voice your 
opinion.  
You asked, and we listened. We're now making our Community Satisfaction Survey online! If you're more comfortable 
sharing your thoughts online, this is right up your alley. The survey is open to both the parents and the young people 
(aged 12-25) in the community.  
 
This will help us collect a more broad and diverse range of data. You can complete the survey anywhere, anytime. 
 
From libraries to roads to parks and open spaces, the community satisfaction survey is an important opportunity to 
share your thoughts on our performance, so we can improve our services and better meet your needs. 
 
Please rest assured your details and responses are kept completely confidential. 
 
We can't wait to hear what you think, and we appreciate you taking the time to assist us with your valuable feedback. 
Jump online and complete the survey before it closes in April. 
If you have questions about the online survey, please don't hesitate to contact the research team at 9243 8703. 
 

SAFETY: PARKING ZONES 

FOUNDATION ENROLMENT 2025 

MOONEE VALLEY CITY COUNCIL - COMMUNITY SATISFACTION SURVEY 

http://yoursay.mvcc.vic.gov.au/CSS
https://yoursay.mvcc.vic.gov.au/CSS


 

The Foundation students learned about ANZAC Day and the importance of remembering our soldiers. We listened 
to a story called Anzac Ted. Anzac Ted has worn patches and missing parts, but when he belonged to Grandpa 
Jack, he travelled across the world to serve as a mascot for ANZAC soldiers, providing them with comfort, courage 
and hope for their safe return home. The foundation students then created their own Anzac Ted. 

 

 

  

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
ANZAC Day and English 



 

 

 

Grade One ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ Ψ[Ŝǎǘ ²Ŝ CƻǊƎŜǘΩΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ 
ANZAC day and the importance of ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ΨtŜŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ƘŀƴŘǎΩ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 
poppy to hold inside of them.  



 

 

 

In Grade Two we learned about the history of ANZAC  Day ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ǘŜȄǘ Ψ!ƴȊŀŎ .ƛǎŎǳƛǘǎΩΦ ²Ŝ ǎǇƻƪŜ 
about the significance of Anzac Biscuits and how they were baked to send to loved ones in the war. Students also 
had the opportunity to help bake some ANZAC Biscuits and take one home to try. We incorporated these learning 
experiences into reading and writing and built on our prior knowledge of ANZAC Day. 



 
Our Mentor Text of the week 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 



 

This week in Grade 3, our students focused on the importance of ANZAC Day and its origins. We explored this 
topic through engaging books like ANZAC Ted, deepening our understanding of Gallipoli and past wars and how 
important it is to respect and remember those who have been affected by war. Each student took time to reflect 
and record what ANZAC Day is and what it means to them. 
 
On Tuesday we were so lucky to have a special visit from Auslan Education Services. Naomi shared her experiences 
as a deaf person with us. We then had the opportunity to ask questions with the assistance of an interpreter. 
Students had the chance to practise their Auslan, using basic signs to speak to Naomi and practise their Auslan 
alphabet. This experience deepened their understanding and appreciation of different forms of communication.  

 

  

The Grade 4s were absorbed in our ANZAC Day topic this week, reading nonfiction texts and the fiction book 
ΨaŜŜǘΦΦΦǘƘŜ !b½!/ǎΩ - by Claire Saxby and Max Berry. Students researched why and how we celebrate ANZAC Day. 
Students used this research to create information reports to answer their wonders. We also explored the poem 
Ψ²Ƙȅ ²Ŝ ²ŜŀǊ ŀ tƻǇǇȅΩ - by Don Crawford and how this makes us feel. We also ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
words and the author's craft.   



  
 

  

  



5/6B delved into the rich history of ANZAC Day this week! Through engaging videos and insightful discussions 
enhanced by student questions, they gained a deeper understanding of the history of the ANZACs. Students 
explored crucial battles, including the Western Front, Gallipoli campaign and Battle of Beersheba, as well as got 
creative when drawing poppies. 

This week in Literacy, we have been diving into the world of narrative writing! They've been learning and 
contributing to lists of the do's and don'ts of creating sizzling starts (opening paragraphs that hook readers in). 
With a focus on building tension throughout their story, students are exploring the importance of using their 
senses in writing to make it an immersive reading experience that keeps readers on the edge of their seats.  

  

 

 

This week Grade 5/6C students investigated the significance of ANZAC 5ŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŀŎƪƛŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
book, The Beach they Called Gallipoli. They drafted and published shape poems in response to their learning. 

In literacy, students have examined the narrative structure and features of a range of short fiction texts and are 
using this knowledge to plan and draft their own narratives. It is fantastic to see students using planning tools to 
map out their stories and developing their use of descriptive language to engage their audience. 

   



  

It was encouraging to see Grade 5/6D students return to school ready to learn. We began the term with a focus on 
narrative writing, planning an imaginative writing piece. Students have spent time creating plans that are purposeful 
and capture their thinking. Week 2 we experimented with narrative stories from a different perspective. Students 
reviewed the story of Cinderella. Having been traditƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ƛƴŘŜǊŜƭƭŀΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ 
the story would change if written, for example, from the step-sisters perspective. There were some interesting 
versions of this classic! We are also learning about ANZAC day and the significance of how and why this 
ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ  

It has been wonderful to see Grade 5/6E students deeply engaged in ANZAC Day and narrative writing. Their 
curiosity and respect while learning about the historical significance of ANZAC Day have been commendable. 
Students effectively connected historical facts with personal reflections, which enriched their understanding of the 
sacrifices made by soldiers.  
 
In narrative writing, I was particularly impressed by their ability to write detailed plans, convey emotions and 
develop characters, which brought their stories to life. The incorporation of descriptive details and dialogue has 
greatly improved, making their narratives increasingly vivid and engaging. 

  



Physical Education 
Grade 5 and 6 students had the opportunity to participate in two summer gala days. They participated in one of the 
sports for the two days including Soccer, Hot Shot Tennis and Cricket. Avondale students showed great leadership 
and respect whilst participating in the gala days and had lots of fun across the days. Those students who did not 
have the opportunity to participate this time around, will be able to engage in the upcoming winter gala days. 

 



 

 

 



 
 

Visual Arts 
 
This week in Visual Arts the grade 5/6s finished making their Nobel Prize medal. This project has been in the making 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘŜǊƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀ bƻōŜƭ tǊƛȊŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻǊ ŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Peace winner. The next step was to sketch a portrait of this person before transferring it to air drying clay. Next 
came the fun part using carving tools, a little water and fingers to help shape and smooth the clay. We painted our 
medal with metallic gold to make it look realistic. The results are amazing.    

  

 

 

 

 

 


