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Hello to our Avondale community,  

Last week we participated in World 

Epilepsy Day, dressing in purple 

(lavender is the internationally recognised colour for 

epilepsy) and learning about Epilepsy. Well done to our 

community for raising $626.50 for the Epilepsy Action 

Australia, increasing epilepsy awareness and supporting 

more than 250,000 Australians currently living with 

epilepsy.    

 
Australia is a vibrant and multicultural country ð from the oldest continuous culture of our first Australians to the cultures 
of our newest arrivals from around the world. Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths and is at the heart of 
who we are. It makes Australia a great place to live.  
 

Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic 
background, united by a set of core Australian values. On Tuesday, March 21, many of our students and staff wore 
something orange to celebrate Harmony Day and to show their support for cultural diversity and an inclusive Australia. 
Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Week. Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and 
meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. 

 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Jill Benham, Principal  

Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Monday, 
March 27 

Child Safety Induction Session on 
Webex 9.30am 

Wednesday,  
March 29 

Walking School Bus Information 
Session 2.45pm 

Monday,  
April 3 

Grade 5/6 Gala Day 

Wednesday, 
April 5 

Grade 1 and Grade 2 
Healthy Eating Incursion 

 
Thursday,  
April 6 

Whole School Colour Fun Run 
and Special Lunch Order 

Last day of Term 1, 2023 EARLY 
PICK UP ï 2.15pm 

 
Monday,  
April 24 

 
STUDENT FREE DAY  
Staff Curriculum Day 

Tuesday,  
April 25 

ANZAC DAY Public Holiday 

Wednesday, 
April 26 

Term 2 begins for students 

Thursday 
April 27 

School Photos 



 

A big THANK YOU to our school community for the outstanding efforts we have seen in our fundraising contributions 
in 2022 and already in 2023. We are in the process of reviewing and updating our current outdoor play areas, 
equipment, games (indoor and outdoor) and are intending to use the funds already raised to contribute to this 
upgrade, leaving a long lasting legacy for our students and families. This will also be our continued focus for our 
fundraising contributions for 2023. 

 

The new state-wide enrolment timeline provides Victorian government primary schools with clear time frames for 
enrolling students who will commence Foundation in the 2024 school year. We will be accepting enrolment 
applications from parents and carers from the start of Term 2, 2023. This follows the release of 2024 zones on the 
departmentôs Find my School website and the publication of Foundation enrolment information packs. Enrolment 
applications from parents and carers are to be submitted by Friday, 28 July 2023. We have scheduled weekly school 
tours and two information sessions in Term 2 for families, which will be promoted on our website. 

 
 

Taking a whole-school approach to Respectful Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and equality 
across an entire school community, from our classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields and social events. This approach 
leads to positive impacts on studentsô academic outcomes, mental health, classroom behaviour and relationships 
between teachers. In 2022 we focused on Topics 1-4, including Emotional Literacy, Personal Strengths, Positive Coping 
and Problem Solving. 
 
We are continuing to build our understanding of these topics in 2023, as well as exploring Topics 5-8. In Term Two we 
will be exploring Topics 7 and 5. Below are blurbs regarding the learning experiences: 
 
TOPIC 5: STRESS MANAGEMENT  
Children and young people experience a range of personal, social and work-related stressors in their everyday lives. 
Activities within this topic have an explicit focus on teaching positive approaches to stress management. Assisting 
students to recognise their personal signs and symptoms of stress, and to develop strategies that will help them to deal 
with stress effectively, will help students cope with future challenges. The activities focus on the ways in which self-
calming strategies can be used to manage stressful situations.  

TOPIC 7: GENDER AND IDENTITY  
Learning activities within this topic assist students to challenge stereotypes and critique the influence of gender norms 
on attitudes and behaviour. They learn about key issues relating to human rights and gender identity, and focus on the 
importance of respect within relationships. The activities promote respect for diversity and difference. 
 

The lessons reflect the developmental ability and knowledge of primary aged children. If you would like to view the 

resources/ activities, or talk to us further about the lessons, please contact your childôs classroom teacher. 

 
A Walking School Bus Volunteers Information Session will be run by Moonee Valley City Council on Wednesday, March 
29 at 2.45pm. This session is for all families interested in their children being part of the Walking School Bus or 
accompanying a group of students to or from school. 
 
The Walking School Bus is a fun, healthy and safe way for primary school-aged children to travel to and from school. 
The Walking School Bus is not a real vehicle but a group of children who walk to school accompanied by two adult 
leaders (one 'driver' and one 'conductor'). Picking up and delivering children at 'bus stops' on the way to school. 
It aims to increase physical activity amongst children and reduce traffic congestion around schools.  
 
The Walking School Bus follows a specific route on the days selected by your school and volunteers. These routes have 
been carefully planned by the volunteer coordinator and have been audited by council to ensure the safety of your 
children. Safety precautions include a 1:8 adult to children ratio. All volunteers are expected to undergo safety training, 
hold a valid Working with Children Check and registration. 
 
The Walking School Bus is a free program run in collaboration with VicHealth, Moonee Valley City Council, schools, 
traders and community groups.  If you would like to learn more about the Walking School Bus you can view this video:  
Walking School Bus Volunteers - YouTube  
More information on Walking School Bus program Getting to and from school safely - Moonee Valley City Council 
(mvcc.vic.gov.au) 
 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

SCHOOL TRANSITION 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

WALKING SCHOOL BUS 

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dilp89_ljfi8&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0eae927ad564249fd0c08db2a60004e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638150364058077106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZqZEfZbfvPqpwdJmx2diTGdkhbznpcj%2FxjqiM2AlimI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmvcc.vic.gov.au%2Flive%2Fmy-neighbourhood%2Fschools%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0eae927ad564249fd0c08db2a60004e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638150364058233327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2u9BoSLzzeWLUL60%2FsJJXdSUBQB%2F8XyP65seMZjdmDM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmvcc.vic.gov.au%2Flive%2Fmy-neighbourhood%2Fschools%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0eae927ad564249fd0c08db2a60004e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638150364058233327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2u9BoSLzzeWLUL60%2FsJJXdSUBQB%2F8XyP65seMZjdmDM%3D&reserved=0


 

This Friday March 24th is Ride to School Day! 
  
It has been so great to see so many students making their way to school actively. Riding, scooting and walking to 
school is the best way to start the day. It benefits our health, as well as the environment. 
 
Over 350,000 students across the nation will ride, walk, scoot or skate to school on National Ride2School Day. We 
are encouraging as many students as possible to ride, scoot and walk to school!   
 
National Ride2School Day is Australia's biggest celebration of active travel and the peak of the nationwide Ride2School 
program which works to help children get their 60 minutes of daily exercise by riding a bike to school. Students who 
actively travel to school are more awake and alert. They also become more self-sufficient and build resilience. 

 

National Ride2School Day in 2022 saw 911 schools participate, including 307 schools for the first time, pushing the total 

number to a record 370,000 students. Bicycle Network is hoping that participation numbers in 2023 will surpass 400,000. 

Speed monitor ï MVCC 

As part of Councils Better Moves Around Schools program, Council was successful in securing funding from the 

Transport Accident Commission (TAC) to purchase and install portable VMS signage around our school, in Wood 

Street until May 2023.  

 
Zebra Crossing 
A zebra crossing will be installed (line marking and speed cushion) on all 4 legs of the roundabout at the intersection of 
Wood Street and Sydney Street. The installation of zebra crossing line-marking and speed cushions will provide safer 
crossing for school children and pedestrians at the Wood Street and Sydney Street roundabout. This is an outcome of 
Councilôs Better Moves Around Schools program. The design and construction of the zebra crossing line marking and 
speed cushion installation has been adopted as part of Moonee Valley City Councilôs 2022/2023 Capital Works Program. 
 

Using the Pedestrian Crossing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SAFETY @ APS 



 
School photo information was sent home this week with your child. All orders will be placed online. Please see the 
flyer below for more information. 
 

 

 

 

The Victorian Premiersô Reading Challenge is now open and Avondale Primary School  is excited to be participating. 
Premiersô Reading Challenge passwords will be sent home with students next week. The PRC application offers a 
range of exciting features including: 

¶ access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

¶ a modern user-friendly interface 

¶ rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

¶ the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading for 
literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 8 
September 2023. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or óexperienceô 30 books with their parents and teachers. 
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and 
former Premiers. 

To read the Premierôs letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian Premiersô 
Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

PREMIERSô READING CHALLENGE 

https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge


Each student will receive their login details for 
the 2023 Premiersô Reading Challenge. This will 
be pasted into their Home Reading 
Journal/Student Diary. 

Further information about how to use the 
Challenge application is available at: 

School students and parents 

To log in go to: 

Register and log in 

 

Last week, one of our Grade 4 students, Ben participated in the Swimming Victoria's All Junior Encouragement 

Competition for 2023. 

 

This is an annual two-stage competition staged by Swimming Victoria and is open to all swimmers in metropolitan 

Melbourne. The first stage is heats of 50m events held by each of the four metropolitan districts (North, South, East & 

West). The top ten swimmers in each event, in each district then progress through to the metropolitan semi finals & 

finals. 

At the Metropolitan West Selection Trials on the weekend, they had over 600 swimmers racing.  Ben managed to 

swim his way to represent Metropolitan West in Butterfly, Backstroke and Freestyle at the semi finals and hopefully 

finals this weekend. 

Ben looks forward to competing with the best from the North, South and East this weekend at the Melbourne Sports 

Centre at Albert Park.  

We wish Ben all the best in his swimming endeavours ï we will have to keep an eye out for him in the Commonwealth 

and Olympic games in the near future. Congratulations Ben. 

 

 
This term, we are hosting 
a COLOUR EXPLOSION 
Fun Run on Thursday 
April 6, the last day of 
Term One.  
This is also a fun way for 
students to bring Term 1 
to a close, with the 
opportunity for all 
students to purchase a 
special lunch order that 
includes a sausage in 
bread, drink and an icy pole. All special lunch orders can be placed through 
Flexischools app by Friday 31 March. 

Fundraising for our Colour Explosion School Fun Run is entirely online for 
interested students and families. Follow the instructions in your childôs 
sponsorship booklet to create a cybersafe, online profile page 
at www.australianfundraising.com.au. At the end of our fundraiser, your childôs 
incentive prizes are ordered automatically based on their fundraising total and 
Golden Coins. Students can earn up 15 unique incentive prizes!  You only 

need to raise $10 to achieve your first incentive prize. From there, you will win more and more as your fundraising 
total soars! For example, if you raise $100, you will win incentive prize A, B, C, D and E!  

Please note: All cash donations must be converted to online donations before 9am Thursday 6 April. We cannot 
accept any cash donations for this fundraiser. If you have any questions regarding fundraising for the Colour 
Explosion Fun Run please contact the office of Australian Fundraising event on 1300 133 022.  

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN SWIMMING 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

https://www.vic.gov.au/school-student-and-parents-taking-part-premiers-reading-challenge
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/


From the beginning of term 2 we look forward to being able to welcome volunteers to assist in our classrooms. Teachers 
will communicate with families via their Class News Feed and Compass email to arrange rosters and promote 
volunteering opportunities. All volunteers must hold a current Working With Children Check Clearance and attend a 
volunteer induction session.  

 
As part of our commitment to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing we will be running 
a volunteer induction session on Monday, March 27 at 9:30am online via WebEx. All volunteers at Avondale Primary 
School are required to hold a current Working with Children Check Clearance and attend a volunteer induction session. 
This includes canteen helpers, classroom helpers etc. People wanting to attend this meeting need to email the school 
by 8.30am Monday, March 27 avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au to receive the meeting invitation. 
 

In Foundation A we have been developing our understanding of length and measurement through fun and 
interactive activities. Students chose different pictures to measure, for example, a whale, cupcake, carrot and ice 
cream and measured the length using materials such as blocks and gems. We used our careful counting skills while 
measuring along the black line on our pictures. We then recorded our answers and shared with a partner how long 
our pictures were. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

VOLUNTEERING AT AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

Inquiry Learning: Numeracy  
 



 

In Foundation B, we have been improving our subitising skills, by recognising the number of dots when we see 

them. We have been playing fun games together and have been great learners! 

 

 

In Foundation C we have been learning lots of new fun maths games. We have been learning to play estimate and 

check which helps us to estimate and count. We also had a subitising station which allows us to recognise dots 

instantly without counting the number of dots shown. 

 

 



  

  

In 1A we have been learning about quicker ways to count collections. Students have been practising skip counting 

by 2s, 5s and 10s from zero. We enjoyed completing a range of activities this week to consolidate our counting 

skills. 



 

  

In 1B we have been learning about time.  Students have been learning to tell the time to the hour and half hour 
using both analogue and digital clocks. They have developed their understanding by reading, making, and 
recording time using mini clocks, maths stories and games. 

  



  

In 1C we have been learning why skip counting is quicker to count than counting by 1s. We investigated how long it 

takes us to skip count by 2s, 5s and 10s and found that skip counting by 10s was the quickest! We have also been 

learning to tell the time using analogue and digital clocks and exploring the features of these clocks. We even made 

our very own paper clocks.  

 

 

  

In 2A we have been deepening our understanding of place value by creating 2 digit numbers using concrete 

materials then comparing and sequencing these numbers on number lines. We have also been exploring length, 

using informal units of measure such as paddle pop sticks, unifix cubes and matchsticks to measure and compare 

different objects around the classroom. 



 

 

 

 

In 2B, we have been learning about measuring length using informal units such as blocks, popsicle sticks, 
paperclips, counters, matchsticks etc. We have spoken about the importance of using a unit that is the same size 
and when measuring we ensure we do not leave gaps in between or do not overlap the units. Students have 
enjoyed measuring different things in the classroom and comparing their measurements with their classmates. 



 

  

In 2C, we have been focusing on using informal tools to measure and our knowledge of place value. In the below 

learning experience, 2C used matchsticks to form their name and record how many matchsticks were needed for 

each letter and a total. We then used paddle pop sticks to see whether they would need more or less to complete 

the same task. It was lots of fun! 

 

 



 

 

  

Grade 3 students have been continuing our work in place value, focusing on making, naming, comparing and 

ordering numbers. We have linked this learning with measurement and investigated the connection between mm, 

centimetres, metres and kilometres. 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Grade 4 
This term we have been busy learning about the place value of large numbers and how we can rename them so 

that we understand each digit's value. For measurement we have had fun measuring length. After using rulers, tape 

measures, trundle wheels and digital devices we now have a better understanding of different units of length. We 

also measured temperature and recorded the weather for a week. On Harmony Day we used maths to investigate 

how diverse our classrooms are. After conducting a survey, collecting and collating data we found out that we 

indeed have wonderful multicultural classrooms. 



  

  

  

 

 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  


