
 AVONDALE PRIMARY  SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER #3 Friday  March 6 , 2026 
VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 
 

Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing 
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse. 

  

 

 

Hello to our Avondale community, 

Our whole school assembly this week was made 

especially meaningful through a powerful Welcome to 

Country and Smoking Ceremony, led by a respected 

Elder. This ceremony invited our school community to 

pause, reflect and acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which we learn and grow each day. The Welcome to Country 

reminded us of the deep cultural history of the Wurundjeri people and 

the importance of honouring their ongoing connection to Country. The 

Smoking Ceremony, a cleansing ritual using native plants, symbolised 

the clearing of past energies and the beginning of a positive, respectful 

path forward for our 2026 school year. This shared experience 

strengthened our commitment to reconciliation, cultural 

understanding and respectful relationships. It was a privilege for our 

students to observe and participate in such an important cultural 

tradition.  

 

 

 

 

 

Last week our PLC leaders and Grade 3ς6 teachers worked with Dr Margarita Breed (Mathematics Consultant) to 

review our unit planners, identify next steps for student learning and continue strengthening our collective content 

knowledge. In one of the sessions Margarita modelled a mathematics lesson in a Year 3/4 classroom, with teachers 

observing and engaging in rich debrief afterwards. This collaborative work supports our ongoing commitment to 

highquality mathematics instruction. We look forward to continuing our partnership with Margarita as we deepen our 

understanding of effective maths teaching. 

Acknowledgement of Country   IMPORTANT DATES 

TERM 1 2026 

Monday 9 March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 11 
March ς Thursday 19 
March 

NAPLAN Testing- Grade 3 and Grade 5 
students 

Thursday 12 March 8:30am ς 9:00am  
Second Hand Uniform Shop Open 

Friday 20 March Grade 3-6 Athletics Day @ Aberfeldie 
Park 

Wednesday 1 April School Photo Day 
Whole School Movie Night - Under the 
Stars 
Gates open 6pm. Movie screening 
from 7.30pm 

Thursday 2 April Last day Term 1 -  
Early dismissal 2.15pm 

Monday 20 April First day Term 2 



 

Our District Swimming representatives did our school proud last Friday, with our dedicated competitors showcasing 

not only their talent in the pool but also the values that define our school community. Their respect for others, 

responsibility, persistence and determination was evident in every race. Congratulations Anne, Charlie, Savannah, Ollie 

and Zoe for representing yourselves individually and our school with pride, positivity and sportspersonship. A shout 

out to Ann who placed second in both the Breaststroke and Butterfly events and Zoe who placed second in Butterfly. 

Well done to Ollie who also placed third in the Backstroke event.  

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ .ƻƻƪ CŀƛǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

visiting our School Library before and after schoolτbrowsing new titles, discovering fresh favourites and sharing 

thoughtful recommendations for future additions to our collection. This enthusiasm not only supports our Library 

financially but ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ 

across our school community. 

We are excited to share that our school has recently invested in additional 

decodable readers to extend our take home books to include Grade Two 

students and supplement our existing small group and take home texts. 

These quality texts will be used both as take home books and during small 

group reading sessions. Decodable readers provide children with 

structured practice for the specific letter sound correspondences 

(grapheme-phoneme correspondences) that they have been taught in 

class. We look forward to seeing students enjoy these new books and 

continue to grow as readers. 

We are excited to have reestablished a Fundraising Committee in 2026, helping to strengthen our school by supporting 

ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ, further enhancing 

student learning and wellbeing. Working alongside school leadership, the committee coordinates fundraising events 

and builds strong connections and partnerships between families, staff and the wider community. The Fundraising 

Committee support our school to: 

¶ Enhance learning opportunities - funds raised help the school provide additional programs, equipment and 

experiences that go beyond what core government funding covers, including playground upgrades, library 

resources, technology, or specialist learning materials 

¶ Support wholeȤschool initiatives τŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

benefit all students 

¶ Build community connection τ fundraising events bring families together, strengthen relationships, and 

create a sense of shared ownership and pride in the school, with these events highlights of the school 

calendar 

¶ Promote student engagement τ many fundraising activities involve students directly, helping them develop 

teamwork, leadership, and social responsibility while contributing to their school community. 

¶ Encourage partnerships τ The committee often works with local businesses, community groups and 

families to broaden support for the school and create meaningful community links. 

Our Student Representative Council (SRC) will be finalised in the coming weeks. These representatives are chosen by 

their teachers and peers to act as a voice for their classmates, sharing ideas, raising suggestions and helping shape 

positive initiatives across our school. 



Throughout the year, our SRC members will take on a range of leadership responsibilities, including gathering student 

feedback, supporting school events and modelling respectful and responsible behaviour. A key part of their role will 

be selecting the charities our school supports and planning a special event that reflects the values and interests of our 

student community. This is a wonderful opportunity for our young leaders to develop confidence, collaboration skills 

and a strong sense of civic responsibility and we look forward to seeing and sharing the impact they make across the 

year. 

REMINDER - EXPECTATIONS FOR BIKE STORAGE AND WALKING BIKES AND SCOOTERS INSIDE THE SCHOOL             LǘΩǎ 

great to see so many students riding and scooting to school each day. It is essential that we ride safely on the footpath 

to school, dismount our bikes at the gates to our school and walk your bikes to the bike rack area. To help keep our 

ōƛƪŜ ǊŀŎƪǎ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǘƛŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ support us at school, reminding 

students about showing respect and responsibility when using this shared space. Parking bikes and scooters carefully, 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊǎ ǿŜ 

value as a school. With everyone doing their part, our bike racks can continue to reflect the strong community spirit 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΦ 

Our secondȤhand uniform shop has also had a recent makeover, making it even easier for families to find the items 

they need. To help maintain this level of organisation, we are currently seeking donations of coat hangers. Any 

contributions would be greatly appreciated and will support the continued smooth running of this valuable service. 

Please drop these donations off to the office. Just a reminder that our uniform shop will be open from 8.30am, next 

Thursday, March 12. 

Our whole school Movie Night Under the Stars ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

together for an evening of fun, food and friendship. Families are invited to roll out a picnic rug, settle in and enjoy the 

heartȤwarming film Luca on the big outdoor screen. With a small selection of food trucks on site and the Canteen open 

ŦƻǊ ǎƴŀŎƪ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

community. We look forward to seeing everyone come together to celebrate this special night. Remember to purchase 

your tickets through CompassTix. 

Thank you to everyone who nominated to be part of the Avondale Primary School Council. We received 5 nomination/s 

for the 4 parent member position/s available and are now required to conduct a School Council election ballot to 

determine who will be elected to Avondale Primary School Council. Ballot papers will be distributed by Wednesday 

March 11, with the ballot closing on Wednesday March 18. Our school community will be informed of the outcomes 

of the election on Friday March 20.  

 

 

Have a fantastic long weekend 

Avondale PS School Improvement Team 

Jill, Jenna, Sarah, Teriann and Frances 

 

 

Term 1 2026 Wednesday 28 January -Thursday 2 April 
Curriculum Day: Wednesday 28 January 
ALL students start school Thursday 29 January 

Term 2 2026 Monday 20 April - Friday 26 June 
Student Free Day: Friday 22 May 

Term 3 2026 
 

Monday 13 July - Friday 18 September 
Student Free Day: Wednesday 19 August 

Term 4 2026 
 

Monday 5 October - Friday 18 December 
Student Free Day: Monday 2 November 

 

 

 

2026 TERM DATES & CURRICULUM DAYS  



 

 
Link to purchase tickets through Compass Tix: https://compasstix.com/e/zaa6c0h9yo  

The Smile Squad team from Cohealth are coming back to Avondale Primary School soon. 

Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program. Any student enrolled in a Victorian Government 

primary school are eligible and do not need a healthcare card, Medicare card or the CDBS. This means all students can 

get a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school annually. 

How to access free dental care 

We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a 

parent or guardian. Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic OR use the QR 

code: 

  

Please complete and submit the consent form by 10 April. 

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages. You can also 

find more information about Smile Squad at: www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au. 

 

The Cohealth Smile Squad look forward to seeing you soon. 

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT UNDER THE STARS: SCHOOL COMMUNITY EVENT 

SMILE SQUAD 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcompasstix.com%2Fe%2Fzaa6c0h9yo&data=05%7C02%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0fb14204f414604f62208de7a4cc262%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639082667269465734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xuh9i7%2BGQbYe8RNDM6iw3tWZCvHSNgPdRDqFKeFHzfM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C94bba3c6702e47d9d0a908de78c3a9d1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639080979533408874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FlJGXSWWE40h1SMfg%2FKZwVIPQrmJRjFiCxTzuJra0LQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smilesquad.vic.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C94bba3c6702e47d9d0a908de78c3a9d1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639080979533421118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zVUe65BmPeoIlLEI4cfhhR35%2FabAJ%2BCwXLHL3ssNhOc%3D&reserved=0


When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are essential 

to creating school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive.  

At Avondale Primary School all students are expected to be respectful, safe, and engaged. These behaviours help make 

our school a place where everyone can achieve their best. As a parent and carer, you play a vital role in helping your 

child to understand and meet shared behaviour expectations.  

 

Lunch orders are available online through Flexischools 

on:  Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

Our canteen is able to operate on these days due to the support 

of our volunteers. On days where we are unable to get 

enough volunteers we may be required to close the canteen.  

Please contact the school office if you are able to volunteer an 

hour or two of your time.  

ALL students can order recess and snacks on each day the Canteen 

is open. There are no over the counter sales.   

ALL recess and lunch orders must be made online through 

Flexischools.  

At the start of eating lunch time, lunch order monitors collect lunch 

orders from the canteen and deliver them to the classrooms.  

If students have ordered frozen items, they receive a sticker with 

their order to collect their item/s from the canteen during the lunch 

break. 

 Recess orders are collected by students at the canteen during the recess break. 

RESPECTFUL, SAFE, ENGAGED : SHARED EXPECTATIONS  

TO SUPPORT STUDENT BEHAVIOUR 

CANTEEN  



 

We are excited to announce our upcoming Special Sushi Lunch Order. For $12.00, students can enjoy two hand rolls, 

a Quelch stick and a drink.  

Orders open on FlexiSchools on Monday 16 March and will remain available until Wednesday 22 April. The special 

lunch take place on Monday 27 April, giving students something delicious to look forward to.  

 

The Department of Education has launched an Easing into adolescence webpage for families of students aged 10 to 

14 (Grade 5 to Year 8).  
  

The webpage has information and strategies you can use to help ease your child into adolescence and secondary 

school. These include:  
 

¶ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ {ǘŀŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ¢ǳƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ¢ŜŜƴǎ YƛŘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

developed the guidance. 

¶ how to support your adolescent with their studies and more generally. Parenting expert and clinical 

psychologist Andrew Fuller helped develop this resource. 
 

Subtitles for videos by The University of Melbourne on the webpage are available in 10 languages. You can select 

your preferred language on the translations page. 
 

For questions about these resources, contact the Strategic Partnerships, Transitions and Student Voice team. You 

can email them at Secondary.School.Transition@education.vic.gov.au. 

 

 

 

 

 

CANTEEN SPECIAL LUNCH ORDER  

EASE INTO ADOLESCENCE  

https://www.vic.gov.au/easing-adolescence-resources-families
https://www.vic.gov.au/easing-adolescence-information-your-language
mailto:Secondary.School.Transition@education.vic.gov.au


²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ is continuing to partner with Cyber Safety Project to offer parents access to 

the Cyber Safe Parents 2026 Webinar Series. These practical, easy-to-understand sessions, available live or on-

demand, will provide simple strategies to help families manage online safety, screen time, AI, and digital wellbeing. 

Pop these important dates into your calendars now: 

 

2026 Topics & Dates: 

1. Cyber Safety at Home (Family session) ς 10 March 

2. AI & Critical Thinking (Parent/Guardian session) ς 20 May 

3. Balancing Life & Tech (Parent/Guardian session) ς 3 August 

4. Cyberbullying & Resilience (Parent/Guardian session) ς 27 October 

 

All sessions start at 7.30pm AEDT/AEST. 

 

/ŀƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƭƛǾŜΚ Register to receive the recording and resources to watch at a time that suits you. 

 

 Register here: https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026 (do not share this link on social media) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYBER SAFETY PROJECT ï ONLINE SAFETY WEBINARS FOR FAMILIES  

https://cybersafetyproject.com/
https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026


Student safety at Avondale Primary School is our highest priority and the safe and appropriate supervision of students 

is an important element of our duty of care to students. Part of this duty is ensuring parents and students are aware 

of our student supervision arrangements before and after school. 

 

Before school: School grounds are supervised at 8:30am on the basketball court, playground, oval and 5/6 line up area. 

Gaga Pits, Futsal Court and the back of the school are out of bounds before school.   

 

After school: School grounds are supervised from 3:15pm on the basketball court, playground, oval and 5/6 line up 

area. Gaga Pits, Futsal Court and the back of the school are out of bounds after school.  

 

Students on school grounds outside these times will not be supervised (unless they are attending Team Kids or 

supervised extracurricular activity) and a Compass Chronicle will be recorded by the school and posted to families. 

 

Parents/carers are requested to ensure that students do not attend school outside of these supervised times unless 

they are attending Team Kids, or a pre-arranged supervised activity. 

 

Families are encouraged to contact TeamKids for more information about the before and after school care facilities 

available to our school community or if you would like any further information about our student supervision 

arrangements. Please access the school website fƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ¸ŀǊŘ 5ǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ. This policy 

includes Avondale Primary {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘŀȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

after school. 

 

The purpose of the Student Dress Code Policy ƛǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ !ǾƻƴŘŀƭŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘǊŜǎǎ 

and appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress code implementation and 

exemption processes. This dress code has been approved by Avondale Primary SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ 

consultation with our subcommittees and school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual students 

whilst reflecting the values and interests of our community. Our school will assist families and students who may be 

experiencing difficulties complying with this policy where possible through avenues including State Schools Relief and 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop access. Uniform items are also available from Lowes Airport West or online. 

Families of students wearing non-compliant uniform items will be reminded of our Student Dress Code policy and 

asked to wear compliant uniform items. If a student is out of school uniform or otherwise breaches the Student Dress 

Code on a recurring basis, a Compass Chronicle will be recorded by the school and posted to families. If non-compliance 

with the dress code becomes a continued occurrence, the School Improvement Team will follow up with a phone call 

or meeting, with the school continuing to work with the student and family to support compliance. 

Jewellery and cosmetics  

Due to safety and security concerns students are not encouraged to wear jewellery to school. These include stud 

earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, bracelets and necklaces. Watches that are not internet enabled are permitted, 

however the school does not take responsibility for these items.  

The wearing of cosmetics and fake fingernails at school is not permitted. 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISION   

STUDENT DRESS CODE 

https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_dress_code_policy.docx_1.pdf
https://www.lowes.com.au/schools-online/avondale-primary-school?srsltid=AfmBOopMIe1FNr87yHYlfcstrjwSuaxrj9eVP0j7dTN5qqFHI_lppGVt


 

 

 

Enrolling in Foundation in 2027 

Foundation is the first year of primary school in Victoria. Your 

child can start school if they turn 5 years old before 30 April 

2027. School is compulsory once your child turns 6 years old.  
 

Applications to enrol in a Victorian government primary 

school for 2027:  

ω hǇŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ нл !ǇǊƛƭ нлнс  
 

ω 5ǳŜ ōȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ ом Wǳƭȅ нлнс 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrolling in Secondary School in 2027 

If your child is in Grade 6 in 2026 and attends a Victorian government primary school, you will need to: 

1. Read the Year 6 to 7 Placement Information Pack for Parents and Carers, which will be provided by your child's 
primary school by Wednesday 22 April 2026. 

2. Use the Find my School website to locate your local secondary school or preferred government school, and read 
about School zones and Enrolling in school. 

3. Complete the application form and return it to your child's primary school by Friday 8 May 2026. 

To support our Grade 6 families in this process and to complete application forms, we will be holding a Grade 6 to Year 
7 Information Session on Tuesday April 21 from 3.30pm - 4.00pm in the Avondale Primary School staffroom. Please 
RSVP to avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au if you would like to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

2027 FOUNDATION AND YEAR 7 ENROLMENT 

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM KIDS  



Applications are open for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). The CSEF helps eligible families cover the cost 

of school excursions or in school events, camps and sporting activities. 

Payment amounts for eligible families this year have increased to $400 for primary and secondary school students. 

This is up from $154 and $256 respectively. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or  support an  out of home care student you may be eligible for CSEF. 

A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid directly to 

the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

 

Completed CSEF forms need to be submitted to school by Friday 26 June 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  



 

 

 

A reminder that the Department of Education insurance policies, which includes Avondale Primary School, do not 

cover: 

¶ personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students - parents/carers of students, who do not have 

student accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for 

injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs. 

Parents/carers can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers. 

 

¶ private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROAD SAFETY 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION INSURANCE POLICIES  



At Avondale Primary School, we prioritise regular school attendance. We work with families to ensure students are in 
class with their peers and teachers and enjoying all the benefits that brings. Attending school every day means 
experiencing what counts ς the learning, friendǎƘƛǇΣ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǇŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

We understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school, however, to ensure minimal disruption 
to their education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental appointments outside of school time. 
If your child is well enough to attend but is worried about friendships, schoolwork or assessment, please encourage 
them to come to school. Avoiding school can make these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern of 
behaviour.  

If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher or a member of the School Improvement Team 
so we can work together to support them. We know that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to get 
your children to school. If your child must miss school, notify us as soon as possible via Compass.  

For more information about the importance of everyday attendance, see Attendance and Missing School. 
Remember, Every Day Counts.  

Please log into Compass and address any unexplained absences your child may have. If families need assistance, please 

send an email to the school email address avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call the office on 9318- 1755. This 

helps to keep our attendance data up to date and accurate. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

https://www.vic.gov.au/attendance-and-missing-school
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

In Foundation, we have been learning about how people help each other in our school community. We have explored 
the different ways students, teachers, and staff support one another and why this is important. We have also been 
learning how to ask for help in different situations, practising the words and actions we can use when we need 
support. This helps us understand how our community works together and how we can be a caring part of it. 

  

  

Grade 1 students have enjoyed making lots of noise throughout our Inquiry unit, Sound Stories. We used different 
objects in the classroom to create sounds that made stories more interesting. We shook rubber gloves to sound like a 
flock of birds flying away, we banged plastic cups on the table to sound like a horse clip clopping out of a stable, as well 
as making many other sound effects too. Students made their own maracas using water bottles filled with rice, 
popcorn kernels or pasta. Using musical instruments, students worked in small groups to make their own music to 
perform to the rest of the class. On the iPads, students explored Chrome Lab to create music through the use of piano 
keyboards, guitar strings and musical characters. It has been noisy, but fun! 

Celebration of Learning  ï Inquiry  and Specialist Highlights  



  

 
 

 
 



  
 

In Grade 2, during our inquiry unit titled Sound Stories, students have been immersed into thinking deeper about how 
ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ !ǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƳŀǊŀŎŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
rank how objects move and make loud or soft sounds depending on their shape, size and the material from which they 
are made. Students then used Garage Band on iPads to explore how digital technologies can make sounds. We have 
brainstormed ideas and created designs to make our own musical instruments using reusable materials and have been 
busy creating and making changes to their instruments ready to share with the class.  

 

 

  



  

  

This term, our Grade 3/4 students have been exploring what makes a community and how communities change over 
time. They identified the communities they belong to, investigated significant Australians who have contributed to 
society, and practised key skills such as teamwork, communication and problemȤsolving through activities like the Cup 
Stacking Challenge. 
 
Students are now shifting their focus to the future, looking at how we can create positive change in our communities 
through health, wellbeing and being active. Students are looking at ways to promote healthy eating in our community. 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘhe ideas they develop as they continue learning what it means to be active and caring 
community members. 



 

 

  

 

 



This term, Grade 5/6 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ōȅ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƳŜŀƴ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ Ǝƻvernment and discussed their different responsibilities. Students have also 
participated in a group tower building challenge to explore what qualities a person needs to be a good leader. 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

Auslan 
Foundation students have been learning about everyday signs and family signs. Students have been very enthusiastic in 
sharing who their family members are and learning how to sign their names, including mum, dad, brother and sister. 
 

Grade 1 students have discovered how to sign about shops and things outside the house. We have had a lot of fun 
learning about where we like to go shopping and what types of objects are located around our own homes!   
 

Students from Grades 2 to 6 were introduced to the topic of a morning routine. Everyone had an opportunity to learn 
the Auslan signs connected to a regular morning routine and share the many different examples that each student 
experiences, from waking up to walking into the classroom. We also focused on the correct Auslan language structure 
and how to translate this back into the English language. 
 



  

 

 

Science 
Over the last two weeks in Science, the Foundation Students have been exploring clouds, weather and seasons. The 
students enjoyed the chance to go outside and look up into the sky with their cloud windows. We have been discussing 
how clouds tell us if it is likely to rain and how the environment around us changes during the different seasons. Come 
see our beautiful Season collages in Learning Community 4.  
 
In Grade 1 and 2 the students have been busy learning about our precious resource water. We have conducted water 
filtration experiments. The students explored different materials to see how best we could clean dirty water. The 
students made predictions, observations and drew conclusions about the best materials and ways to use laying to 
produce the cleanest water. 
 
The Grade 3 and 4 classes have been learning about how rocks are formed and identifying the different types of rocks. 
They have also been learning about the soil and how important soil is for all life, including plants, animals and humans.  
 
The Grade 5 and 6 classes have been learning about how volcanoes form and erupt. They have been researching 
earthquakes and looking back through history and investigating significant earthquakes. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 



Physical Education 
Congratulations to the following students who participated in the district swimming event. 

 Charlie T 
 Ollie C 
 Zoe W 
 Savannah L 
 Ann N 

All students did an amazing job at persisting through their events and representing the school values. A shoutout to 
Ann N who placed second in both Breaststroke and Butterfly and Zoe W who placed second in Butterfly. Both students 
have now qualified for the divisional swimming event. A big well done to Ollie C who also placed third in Backstroke. 

  


