AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER #3 Friday March 6, 2026

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all.

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility

Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse.
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people who are the traditional
custodians of this land on which we
live and learn.

. Whole SchooMovie Night- Under the
Hello to our Avondale community, Stars
_ Gates open 6pm. Movie screening
Our whole school assembly this week was made from 7.30pm
especially meaningful through a poweriMelcome to | Thursday 2 April Last day Term 41
Country and Smoking Ceremonjed by a respected _ Early dismissal 2.15pm
Elder This ceremony invited our school community tgV1°nday 20 April First day Term 2

pause, reflect and acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the g
on which we learn and grow each day. The Welcome to CouL\\\\\j_
reminded us of the deep cultural history of the Wurundjeri people
the importance of honouring their ongoing connectiorGountry. The &
Smoking Ceremony, a cleansing ritual using native plants, symboh
the clearing of past energies and the beginning of a positive, respet
path forward for our 2026 school year.This shared exgrience
strengthened our commitment to reconciliation, culture
understanding and respectful relationships. It was a privilege for
students to observe and participate in such an important cultu
tradition.

Last week our PLC leaders and Gradeé t&achers worked with Dr Margarita Breed (Mathematics Consultant) to
review our unit planners, identify next steps for student learning and continue strengthening our collective content
knowledge.In one of the sessionglargaritamodelled a mathematics lesson in a Year 3/4 classroom, with teachers
observing and engaging in rich debrief afterwards. This collaborative work supports our ongoing commitment t
highquality mathematics instructioiWelook forward to continuing our partnership with &figaritaas we deepen our
understanding of effective maths teaching.



Our District Swimming representatisdid our school proud last Friday, witur dedicated competitors showcasing
not only their talent in the pool but also the values that define our sclomwhmunity. Their respect for others,
responsilility, persistenceand determinatiorwasevident in every race. CongratulatioAsne, Charlie, Savannah, Ollie
and Zoe for representing yourselves individualhd our school with pride, positivity and sportspersonshipshout
out to Ann who placed second in bate Breaststroke and Butterflgvents and Zoe who placed second in Butterfly.
Well done to Ollie who also placed thirdthre Backstroke event.
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visiting our School ibrary before and after school browsing new titles, discovering fresh favourites and sharing
thoughtful recommendations for future additions to our collection. This enthu3|asm not onIy supports our L|brary

financiallybutr £ 82 aGNBy3IGKSya GKS Ll2arl odl ga
across our school community.

We are excited to share that our school has recently investedidgitional
decodable readers textend our take home books to includ&rade Two e
studentsand supplement our existing small group and take hamsds. |
These quality textwill be used both as takeome books and during smal. "\
group reading sessions. Decodable readgmovide children with t
structured practice for the specific letter sound correspondence
(graphemephoneme correspondencgghat they have been taught ir '-f
class.We look forward to seing students enjoy these new books anH
continue to grow as readers.

We are excited to have reestablished a Fundraising Committee in 2026, helping to strengthen our school by supporti
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student learning and wellbeingVorking alongside school leadership, the committee coordinates fundraising events
and builds strong connectiorend partnershipdbetween families, staff and the wider communifihe Fundraising
Committee support our school to:

1 Enhance learning opportunitiesfunds raised help the school provide additional programs, equipment and
experiences that go beyond what core government funding couechiding playground upgrades, library
resources, technology, or specialist learning materials

1 Support wholéchool initiativest Sy & dzZNB Fdzy RN} AdAy 3 SFF2NIa A3y
benefit all students

1 Build community connectiort fundraising events bring families together, strengthen relationships, and
create a sense of shared ownership and pride in the s¢hath these eventhighlights of the school
calendar

1 Promote student engagement many fundraising activities involve students directly, helping them develop
teamwork, leadership, and social responsibility while contributing to their school community.

1 Encourage partnerships The committee often works with local businesses, community groups and
families to broaden support for the school and create meaningful community links.

Our Student Representative Council (SRiCbe finalisedn the coming weeksTheserepresentativesare chosen by
their teachers and peers to act as a voice for their classmates, sharing ideas, raising suggestions and helping sh
positive initiatives across our school.



Throughout the year, our SRC members will take on a range of leadership responsibilities, including gathering stude
feedback, supporting school events and modelling respectful and responsible behaviour. A key part of their role w
be selecting the chitfes our school supports and planning a special event that reflects the values and interests of oul
student community This is a wonderful opportunity for our young leaders to develop confidence, collaboration skills
and a strong sense of civic responi#iand we look forward to seeingnd sharinghe impact they make across the
year.

REMINDEREXPECTATIONS FOR BIKE STORAGE AND WALKING BIKES AND SCOOTERS INSIDE THHISGHO!
great to see so many students riding and scooting to school eaclitdmgssential that we ride safely on the footpath

to school, dismount our bikes at the gates to our school and walk your bikes to the bike rackatesp keep our
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studentsabout showingespectandresponsibilitywhen using this shared space. Parking bikes and scooters carefully,
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value as a school. With everyone doing their part, our bike racksatinue to reflect the strong community spirit
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Our seconéhand uniform shop has also had a recent makeover, makiegeib easier for families to find the items
they need. To help maintain this level of organisation, we are currently seeking donations of coat hangers. Ar
contributions would be greatly appreciated and will support the continued smooth running of this vakebiee.
Please drophese donation®ff to the office.Just a reminder that our uniform shop will be open from 8.30aext
Thursday, March 12.

Our whole schooMovie Night Under the Statsa 2dza i | NRBdzy R GKS O2NYy SN I yR §
together for an evening of fun, food and friendship. Families are invited to roll out a picnic rug, settle in and enjoy thi
heartgvarming filmLucaon the big outdoor screen. With amll ®lection of food trucks on site and the Canteen open
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community. We look forward to seeing everyone come together to celebrate this sped¢ialRegmemberad purchase

your tickets through Compass.

Thank you to everyone who nominated to be part of the Avondale Primary School Council. We received 5 nomination
for the 4 parent member position/s available and are now required to condu8tteol Council election ballot to
determine who will be elected to Avondale Primary School CouBallot papers will be distributedy Wednesgay
March 11, with the ballot closing on Wednesday March @&ir school community will be informed of the outcomes

of the electionon Friday March 20.

Have a fantastitongweekend

Avondale PSchool Improvement Team
Jill, Jenna, Sarah, Teriann and Frances

2026 TERM DATES & CURRICULUM DAYS

Term12026 Wednesday 28 Januafyhursday 2 April
Curriculum DayWednesday 28anuary
ALLstudents start schoolThursday 29 January

Term 2 2026 Monday 20 Aprit Friday 26 June
StudentFreeDay. Friday 22 May

Term 3 2026 Monday 13 July Friday 18 September
Student Free DaywWednesday 19 August

Term 4 2026 Monday 5 October Friday 18 December

Student Free DayMonday2 November




OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT UNDER THE STARS: SCHOOL COMMUNITY EVENT

ANORDA

AVONDALE PS

Qs>

MOVIE NIGHT

§ UNDER THE STARS

WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL

GATES OPEN: 6.00pm THIS IS A FULLY TICKETED EVENT

MOVIE STARTS: 7.30pm TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA COMPASSTIX
Entry via Sydney Street using

Bring along your picnic dinner, blankets, QR ticket code.

beanbags/low chairs and enjoy a fun
night with our Avondale school community. ADULTS $lo

CHILD $5

THIS EVENT IS FOR AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS & FAMILIES ONLY
All children are to be supervised by an adult.
No Alcohol, Smoking/ Vaping or Dogs permitted on site

Link to purchase tickets through Compass iixs://compasstix.com/e/zaa6c0h9yo
SMILE SQUAD

The Smile Squad team froBohealthare coming back to Avondale Primary School soon.

Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental progkaynstudent enrolled in a Victorian Government
primaryschoolare eligibleand do notneed a healthcare card, Medicare card or the COBEB means all students can
get a free dental cheelp, preventive services, and treatment at schaahually.

How to access free dental care
We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually providec E
parent or guardianSign up to Smile Squad atips://bit.ly/smilesquadvicOR use the QR
code:

Please complete and submit the consent form by 10 April.
The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languayes can also
find more information about Smile Squad atww.smilesquad.vic.gov.au

TheCohealthSmile Squad look forward to seeing you soon.


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcompasstix.com%2Fe%2Fzaa6c0h9yo&data=05%7C02%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0fb14204f414604f62208de7a4cc262%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639082667269465734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xuh9i7%2BGQbYe8RNDM6iw3tWZCvHSNgPdRDqFKeFHzfM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C94bba3c6702e47d9d0a908de78c3a9d1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639080979533408874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FlJGXSWWE40h1SMfg%2FKZwVIPQrmJRjFiCxTzuJra0LQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smilesquad.vic.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C94bba3c6702e47d9d0a908de78c3a9d1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639080979533421118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zVUe65BmPeoIlLEI4cfhhR35%2FabAJ%2BCwXLHL3ssNhOc%3D&reserved=0

TO SUPPORT STUDENT BEHAVIOUR

RESPECTFUL, SAFE, ENGAGED : SHARED EXPECTATIONS

When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are essen:

to creating school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive.

At Avondale Primary School all students are expected to be respectful, safe, and efddagpadbehaviours help make

our school a place where everyone can achieve their best. As a parent and carer, you play a vital role in helping yc

child to understand and meet shared behaviour expectations.

Respectful, safe, engaged: shared expectations to support student behaviour
Together, we create safe schools where everyone belongs, learns, and thrives

When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are essential to creating school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive. As a parent and
carer, you play a vital role in helping your child to understand and meet shared behaviour expectations.

C§ Respectful

How students demonstrate
expected behaviours
At school, all students are expected to be respectful, safe,

and engaged. These behaviours help make schools a place
where everyone can succeed.

Students meet these behaviour expectations by

Following staff instructions and school rules
Caring for school property and others’ belongings
Using respectful language

v

How parents and carers can help

By modelling and encouraging positive behaviour, you
help your child build the skills and habits they need to
be successful at school. When families and schools work

together, students can achieve their best.

Parents and carers can help support their child's behaviour
by:

Knowing the school’s rules and supporting them at home
Modelling respectful behaviour in how you speak to and
about school staff, families, and others both in person
and online

v

Making use of the school's processes to raise and resolve
concerns early

How schools support students to meet
behaviour expectations
By teaching and reinforcing positive behaviour, schools

ensure positive, safe and fair learning environments with a
focus on learning and wellbeing

Schools support families and students by:

Teaching and demonstrating school rules and positive
behaviour expectations to students

> plicitly teaching, ing and ging
expected respectful behaviour

Engaging collaboratively and positively with all
students, parents and carers

v

Keeping themselves and others safe from harm

Working together with staff if your child is having

Having clear policies and procedures to prevent and

/Q\\ Sote > Speaking up or seeking help from an adult if they or problems at school to understand and resolve the issue respond to bullying and keep students safe
NN someone else is being treated unfairly 3 Ensuring your child knows it is okay to ask for helpfroma - Offering additional supports to students proactively,
\

(U./{% Engaged
N

3 Only bringing safe and necessary items to school

trusted adult at school
Ensuring your child stays safe online by talking with them
and addressing concerns early

and supporting students to speak up and seek help
Proactively identifying and addressing problems to
maintain a physically, socially and culturally safe school
environment

< Going to school every day, being on time, and ready
to learn®

% Taking part, doing their best, and asking for help when
they need

» Knowing and following the school’s policies, including
the mobile phone policy

> Helping your child to attend school every day — every day
counts®

» Communicating with school staff and working together
to support your child’s learning and wellbeing

» Talking with your child about their day and how they are
feeling, and encouraging their learning by noticing their

v

Delivering evidence-based, inclusive education that
meets the needs of all students

5 Empowering students to have a say in decisions that
affect their learning and school life

Building strong, trusting relationships to ensure all
students feel seen, heard and valued

effort and progress

The Department of Education provides resources and support for schools to build positive student behaviour and foster positive
relationships between schools, students and families.

Where parents and carers can go for help

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, behaviour or safety you can:

+ Talk to your child’s teacher or identified contact person as the first step and follow the school's process for communicating concerns
Ask the school for support or a referral - they can connect you with wellbeing staff or specialist services

Contact the Department of Education’s regional office if you need further assistance.

For further information, scan the QR
code or visit: vic.gov.au/supporting-

ositive-behaviour-schools
“*we know that some students and their families are struggling with school attendance or navigating school refusal -
Attendance and missing school | vicgovau, i

he
Education squIA
Eovernment
here are some resources that can help - : State

CANTEEN

Lunch orders are available online through Flexischools
on: Mondays, Thursdag andFridays. P B JOURALLOUNY

@ Download the Flexischools App
Note: for iPhone and iPad please select ‘Allow' notifications.

€ Add your School and Group
Click on the search icon, enter your school name, select
your school and year group, or groups relevant to you.
© Login/Register
Click the ‘Order now’ button located in the bottom 3
right-hand corner of the app, this will open a login screen.

v

-

he following resources are also available:
Raising Children Network — provides advice for parents of school-aged, pre-teens and teens
eSafety Commissioner - Advice for parents and carers to help keep children safe online
Report Racism hotline - Find out how to report racism or religious discrimination in schools
5 Bully Stoppers - Advice for parents and carers about bullying

bV

Department
of Education

Our canteen is able toperate on these days due to the support
of our volunteers. On days where we are unable to get
enoughvolunteers we may be required to close the canteen.

Please contact the school office if you are able to volunteer an
hour or two of your time.

+ Already a Flexischools user - Enter your
details and login. To save your login details
select ‘remember me'.

() Weetty s
® DR iz

New Flexischools user - Click ‘Register’, enter
your email address and follow the instructions

in the email to set up your account. Once your
account is set up, add new student; search for their
school, enter student details and select their class.

ALL students can order recess and snacks on each day the Car
is open. There are no over the counter sales.

Cantesn Changes
Mo Summer mar., vraiaie new
School Uniform

Bmeer schos! anforms bach in slock

Erwes.
et PAC Hating it bu heid pest
Thursday ¢ Tom in the schost hal

ALL recess and lunch orders must be made online through S T
i (1] Pl.aco your Order ‘ N———
Flexischools. i 4 vt i ocond s oot

) i . © Make your Selection ) O 1

At the start of eating lunch timéunch order monitors colleaihch — _teeetie tenesessnieer |
. ake Paymen |

ordersfrom the canteen andeliverthemto the classrooms. Select your payment option and complete !

payment to place your order.

Alternatively you can sign-up on flexischools.com.au

If students have ordered frozéems,they receive a sticker with
their order to collect their itefs from the canteerduring the lunch
break.

1300 361

Recess orders are collected by students at the cartteeng the recess break.



CANTEEN SPECIAL LUNCH ORDER

We are excited to announce our upcomipgecial Sushi Lunch Ordd¥or$12.0Q students can enjoywo hand rolls,
a Quelch stickand a drink

Orders open orFlexiSchools oMonday 16 Marchand will remain available untednesday 22 AprilThe special
lunchtake placeon Monday 27 Apri] giving students something delicious to look forward to.

EASE INTO ADOLESCENCE

The Department of Education has launchedeasing into adolescenegebpage for families of students aged 10 to
14 (Grade 5 to Year 8).

The webpage has information and strategies you can use to help ease your child into adolescence and secondary
school. These include:

T I 3dzARS G2 SY20GA2y O2FO0KAy3ad {GFFTF FNBY ¢KS ! yAg
developed the guidance.

1 how to support your adolescent with their studies and more generally. Parenting expert and clinical
psychologist Andrew Fuller helped develop this resource.

Subtitles for videos by The University of Melbourne on the webpage are available in 10 languages. You can select
your preferred language on theanslations page

For questions about these resources, contact 8tmtegic Partnerships, Transitions and Student Voice team. You
can email them aBecondary.School.Transition@education.vic.gav.au

Advocating
for children
—_— with disability

Free online workshops

Early Years
Series

Practical support for
families raising children Learn about 5

with developmental

delay and disabilify * Understanding your child’s rights
in education

In March we are running two free + Reasonable adjustments in the

90-minute online workshops led

by facilitators who are parents of

children with disability.

early years
« Financial support options for families
« Self-care and where to go for help

Getting Ready for Child

Care and Kindergarten 66
Content was helpful and
Find out how your child can be relevant. I walked away
supported and included at child care with practical resources

and kindergarten. Learn simple ways -
to work in partnership with your I could use right away.

child’s educators. 99

Mon 3 March & Tues 4 March

First Steps to Support Scan to register

Find out what help is available for Sducaisagcaorgiat

you and your family, including: Call 03 9880 7000 or
financial assistance, getting a break 5
1800 654 013 regional

and supporting siblings.
https://bit.ly/EYSmar26CC

Mon 16 March & Tues 17 March


https://www.vic.gov.au/easing-adolescence-resources-families
https://www.vic.gov.au/easing-adolescence-information-your-language
mailto:Secondary.School.Transition@education.vic.gov.au

2 SONB GKNRff SR {igcontintyitamftaeSyiteQyaed Saf@\KrP2og o offer parents access to

the Cyber Safe Parents 2026 Webinar SeriEkese practical, eadgg-understand sessions, available live or on

demand, will provide simple strategies to help families manage online safety, screen time, Al, and digital wellbeing.
Pop these important dates into your calendars now:

2026 Topics & Dates:
1. Cyber Safety at Home (Family sessiar)0 March
2. Al & Critical Thinking (Parent/Guardian sessip2) May
3. Balancing Life & Tech (Parent/Guardian sesgj@fugust
4. Cyberbullying & Resilience (Parent/Guardian sesg@T) October

All sessions start at 7.30pm AEDT/AEST.
/'y Qi I (Red@sfeRo reckiv $hi recording and resources to watch at a time that suits you.

Register herehttps://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026(do not share this link on social media)

‘ CYBER SAFETY PROJECT)

JOIN THE CYBER SAFETY PROJECT FOR EXPERT INSICHTS

Cyber safe Parents
2026 Webinar Series

RAISING SMART, SAFE & KIND DIGITAL KIDS

The Cyber Safe Parents Webinar Series gives parents practical
guidance to confidently support children online. Across four
sessions, we turn online safety into simple, realistic actions to
raise responsible, resilient and empathetic digital kids.

Can't make it live?

Register anyway for the recording and resources. OR bit.ly/Parents-2026
When: 10 March 2026 When: 20 May 2026
Time: 730pm AEDT (45 mins) Time: 7.30pm AEST (45 mins)
For: Family Workshop (Parents & Children) For: Parents only
Covers the basics of online safety at home in Learn what Al really is (and isn't) and why it
clear, easy-to-understand language matters for your family

L) scncorcoron SRR e s

When: 3 August 2026 When: 27 October 2026

Time: 730pm AEST (45 mins) Time: 7.30pm AEDT (45 mins)

For: Parents only For: Parents only

Tips to reduce conflict and restore healthy Simple strategies to help guide young

balance between screens and real life people to manage their wellbeing online.



https://cybersafetyproject.com/
https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents-2026

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISION

Student safety aAvondale Primary Schoisl our highest priority and the safe and appropriate supervision of students
is an important element of our duty of care to students. Part of this duty is ensuring parents and students are awar
of our student supervision arrangements before and afterosth

Before school: School grounds are supervisegiZ@amon the basketball court, playground, oval and 5/6 line up area.
Gaga Pits, Futsal Court and the back of the school are out of bounds before school.

After school: School grounds are supervigenn 3:15pm on the basketball court, playground, oval and 5/6 line up
area. Gaga Pits, Futsal Court and the back of the school are out of bounds after school.

Students on school grounds outside these times will not be supervised (unless they are att€adingKidsor
supervised extracurricular activjtanda Compass Chronicle will be recorded by the school and posted to families.

Parents/carers are requested to ensure that students do not attend school outside of these supervised times unle:
they are attendingleam Kidsor a prearranged supervisedctivity.

Families are encouraged to contalceamKidgor more information about the before and after school care facilities
available to our school community or if you would like any further information about our student supervision
arrangementsPlease access the school websgeNJ I O2 LR 2F 2dzNJ a OK2 2 f QFhis poichR !
includesAvondale Primarf OK22f Qa &0 dzRSy (G adzLISNBA&AA2Y | NN y3ISYSyi
after school.

STUDENT DRESS CODE

The purpose of th&tudent Dress Code Polikya G2 2dzit Ay S ! @2y RIFEETS t NAYI NE ({
and appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress code implementation anc
exemption processes. This dress code has been approved by Avondale Pririarg 8t Qa { OK2 2§ /
consultation with our subcommittees and school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual students
whilst reflecting the values and interests of our community. Our school will assist families and stwhentsay be
experiencing difficulties complying with this policy where possible through avenues including State Schools Relief a
SecondHand Uniform Shop access. Uniform items are also available from Lowes Airport \Wiekh@r

Families of students wearing namompliant uniform items will be reminded of our Student Dress Code policy and
asked to wear compliant uniform items. If a student is out of school uniform or otherwise breaches the Student Dres
Code on a recurring basisCampass Chronicle will be recorded by the school and posted to families-dbnguliance

with the dress code becomes a continued occurrence, the School Improvement Team will follow up with a phone c:
or meeting, with the school continuing to work withe student and family to support compliance.

Jewellery and cosmetics

Due to safety and security concerns students are not encouraged to wear jewellery to school. These include st
earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, bracelets and necklaces. Watches that are not internet enabled are permitte
however the school does mtake responsibility for these items.

The wearing of cosmetics and fake fingernails at school is not permitted.

Selh TAAMA



https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_dress_code_policy.docx_1.pdf
https://www.lowes.com.au/schools-online/avondale-primary-school?srsltid=AfmBOopMIe1FNr87yHYlfcstrjwSuaxrj9eVP0j7dTN5qqFHI_lppGVt

2027 FOUNDATION AND YEAR 7 ENROLMENT

Enrolling in Foundation in 2027

Foundation is the first year of primary school in Victoria. Y¢
child can start school if they turn 5 years old before 30 A}
2027. School is compulsory once your child turns 6 years

Applications to enrol in a Victorian government prima
school for 2027:
w hLISYy FNRBY az2yRI& Hn
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Ready to start
primary school?

Now that your child is turning 5, it’s time to think about enrolling them in primary school

The first year of primary school is called Foundation (Prep). Children can start
Foundation if they turn 5 years old by 30 April in the year they begin school

School is compulsory for children who are 6 years old.
How to enrol in a Victorian government primary school

Before you apply How to apply

» Work out what year your child con start » Foundation (Prep) applications open
school based on their age from the start of Term 2

» Find schools and your school zone at » Submit your application form by the
findmyschool.vic.gov.au last Friday in July

» Contact primary schools from Term 1to » The school will contact you with an
book a tour (optional) outcome in the first 2 weeks of August.

Enrolling in Secondary School in 2027 - B oo

If your child is in Grade 6 in 2026 and attends a Victorian government primary school, you will need to:

1. Read the Year 6 to 7 Placement Information Pack for Parents and Carers, which will be provided by your chil
primary school by Wednesday 22 April 2026.

2. Use theFind my Schoakebsite to locate your local secondary school or preferred government school, and read
about School zoneandEnrolling in school

3. Complete the application form and return it to your child's primary school by Friday 8 May 2026.

To support our Grade 6 families in this procasd to complete application formsve will be holding &rade 6 to Year
7 Information Sessioon Tuesday April 2dfrom 3.30pm- 4.00pmin the Avondale Primary School staffrooflease
RSVP tavondale.ps@education.vic.gov.diyou would like to attend.



https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au

TEAM KIDS

NEWSLETTER @

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING TEAMKIDS CLUBS

The past fortnight at TeamKids has been such a fun ASC WEEK: 5-8
and exciting one! We celebrated World Kindness
Day, Pancake Day, and enjoyed a wonderful Teddy MONDAY

Bear Picnic. The children absolutely loved taking

part in each of these special days. Dasketbal & 5.T.EM

TUESDAY
We've also been busy getting creative — making

clay creations, trying our hand at origami, and Basketball & Soccer
building soooo many incredible structures with

blocks and LEGO. It’s been fantastic to see the WEDNESDAY
children’s imagination and teamwork shine through. Sanrio & Football
Looking ahead, we're excited for TK Goes Wild THURSDAY

Wesek, International Women's Day, and the

e Lego Masters & Mini Masterchef
continuation of our clubs.

FRIDAY

We can’t wait to see what the next five weeks have Art Atk & Ches< Clb

in store for us!

IMPORTANT DATES e

EH MON 16TH MARCH
Harmony Week

EH TUE 3RD MARCH
World Wildlife Day

Man'a

B8 MON STH MARCH
Labour Day | TeamKids is closed

Service Mobile: 0431 153 972 Service Email:  avondaleps@teamkids.com.au
Office Phone: 1300 035 000 Office Email: info@teamkids.com.au



CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

Applications are open for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). The CSEF helps eligible families cover tl
of school excursions or in school events, camps and sporting activities.

Payment amounts for eligible families this year have increased to $400 for primary and secondary school studen
This is up from $154 and $256 respectively.

If you hold a valid mear®sted concession card-@upport an out of home care studeydu may be eligible for CSEF.
A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid directly
the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the bemfitaifild.

HOW TO APPLY

New applicants should contact the school
office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from the website below.

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school
last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year unless there has
been a change in your family circumstances.

You only need to complete an application
form if any of the following changes have
occurred:

* new student enrolments: your child has
started or changed schools this year.

e changed family circumstances: such
as a change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.

Check with the school office if you are unsure.

Completed CSEF forms need to be submitted to schpBtiday26 June 2026



ROAD SAFETY

Youth Road Safety
Fact Sheet

Whether you're biking or riding an e-scooter, follow these simple
road safety tips to stay safe and have fun on the move!

MODIFIED OR PETROL MOTORBIKES
POWERED BICYCLES

* lllegal.

E-BIKES E-SCOOTER
h MAX d ed 16 yrs

e power at speeds

all fimes

n on footpaths.

1 on feotpaths.

For more information, visit police.vic.gov.au/road-safety

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION INSURANCE POLICIES

A reminder that the Department of Education insurance policies, which includes Avondale Primary &wohramil,
cover:

9 personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for studeptgents/carers of students, who do not have
student accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for
injured students, including the cost of ambnte attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs.
Parents/carers can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.

9 private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors



ATTENDANCE

At Avondale Primar$chool, we prioritise regular school attendance. We work with families to ensure students are in
class with their peers and teachers and enjoying all the benefits that brings. Attending school every day meatr

z

experiencing what countsthe learning, friend KA LJX Fdzy | YR 2LILIR NIdzyAdAaSa GKI G

We understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school, however, to ensure minimal disruptior
to their education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental appointments outside of school time
If your child is well mough to attend but is worried about friendships, schoolwork or assessment, please encourage
them to come to school. Avoiding school can make these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern
behaviour.

If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher or a member of the School Improvement Tear
so we can work together to support them. We know that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to g
your children to schoolf your child must miss school, notify us as soon as possible via Compass.

For more information about the importance of everyday attendance, ge¢gendance and Missing School
RememberEvery Day Counts

Please log into Compass and address any unexplained absences your child may have. If families need assistance, p
send an email to the school email addressondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au call the office on 93181755. This
helps to keep our attendance data up to date and accurate.

Every day counts 4 Every day counts y

Missing one dOY per fortnight Attending school every day means
adds up to missing experiencing what counts - the learning,
four weeks of school a year. friendships, fun and opportunities that

can shape their future

The
Vg- vic.gov.oufeducation Educomon
= B |

™e
vic.gov.ou/education Educotion


https://www.vic.gov.au/attendance-and-missing-school
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Celebration of Learning T Inquiry and Specialist Highlights

In Foundation we have been learning about how people help each other in our school community. We have ex|]
the different ways students, teachers, and staff support one another and why this is important. We have also be
learning how to ask for help in differenitigations, practising the words and actions we can use when we need
support. This helps us understand how our community works together and how we can be a caring part of it.

[ his is m

Grade 1students have enjoyed making lots of noise throughout our Inquiry Goitind StoriedVe used different
objects in the classroom to create sounds that made stories more interesting. We shook rubber gloves to soun(
flock of birds flying away, we banged plastic cups on the table to sound like a horse clip clopping out of a stagtile
as making many other sound effects too. Students made their own maracas using water bottles filled with rice,
popcorn kernels or pasta. Using musical instrumentsjents worked in small groups to make their own music to
perform to the rest of the class. On the iPads, students explored Chrome Lab to create music through the use ¢
keyboards, guitar strings and musical characters. It has been noisy, but fun!







In Grade 2 during our inquiry unit titledSound Storiesstudents have been immersed into thinking deeper about H
YdzaA O Aa O2yySOGSR (G2 | O2YYdzyaAiteQa O2dzyiNE | yR (
rank how objects move and make loud or soft sounds depending on their stiapeand the material from which the
are made. Students then used Garage Band on iPads to explore how digital technologies can make sounds,
brainstormed ideas and created designs to make our own musical instruments using reusable materialsareth
busy creating and making changes to their instruments ready to share with the class.




This term, ouGrade 3/4students have been exploring what makes a community and how communities change
time. They identified the communities they belong to, investigated significant Australians who have contributed
society, and practised key skills such as teamwork, conication and problerdolving through activities like the Cu
Stacking Challenge.

Students are now shifting their focus to the future, looking at how we can create positive change in our commu
through health, wellbeing and being active. Students are looking at ways to promote healthy eating in our com
2 SQNB S E OheliddaR thely Blevelof s thidy continue learning what it means to be active and caring
community members.







ThistermGrade 5/64 (i dzZRSy (& | NB SELX 2NAy3 GKS O2yySOiGAazy 68
O2y iNRoOdziAy3d (2 RAaAOdzaaAz2ya lFo2dzi ! dzZAGNI £t Al Q&4 RSY
Ay@SadAal G§SR ! dza (wdihniehtlar discussed et differerd @<padnsilliffies. Stadents have als

participated in a group tower building challenge to explore what qualities a person needs to be a good leader.




Auslan
Foundation students have been learning about everyday signs and family signs. Students have been very enth
sharing who their family members are and learning how to sign their names, including mum, dad, brother and s

Grade 1 students have discovered how to sign about shops and things outside the house. We have had a
learning about where we like to go shopping and what types of objects are located around our own homes!

Students from Grades 2 to 6 were introduced to the topic of a morning routine. Everyone had an opportunity t
the Auslan signs connected to a regular morning routine and share the many different examples that each
experiences, from waking up walking into the classroom. We also focused on the correct Auslan language str
and how to translate this back into the English language.




Science
Over the last two weeks in Science, the Foundation Students have been exploring clouds, weather and season
students enjoyed the chance to go outside and look up into the sky with their cloud windows. We have been dis
how clouds tell us if isilikely to rain and how the environment around us changes during the different seasons.
see our beautiful Season collages in Learning Community 4.

In Gradel and 2 the students have been busy learning about our precious resource water. We have conducted
filtration experiments. The students explored different materials to see how best we could clean dirty water. Th
students made predictions, observatisp and drew conclusions about the best materials and ways to use laying tc
produce the cleanest water.

TheGrade3 and 4 classes have been learning about how rocks are formed and identifying the different types of
They have also been learning about the soil and how important soil is for all life, including plants, animals and

TheGrade5 and 6 classes have been learning about how volcanoes form and erupt. They have been researchi
earthquakes and looking back through history and investigating significant earthquakes.







Physical Education
Congratulations to the following students who participated in the district swimming event.
Charlie T
Ollie C
Zoe W
Savannah L
Ann N

All students did an amazing job at persisting through their events and representing the school values. A shouto
Ann N who placed second in both Breaststroke and Butterfly and Zoe W who placed second in Butterfly. Both g
have now qualified forhte divisional swimming event. A big well done to Ollie C who also placed third in Backstr




