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Dear Parents/Carers, 

IŀǇǇȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀy ς A day to celebrate the 

achievements of women in our lives and in our world. 

What a buzz we had around our school on Wednesday 

afternoon and evening as we continue to build and 

enhance community partnerships through our parent 

teacher conferences, with many of our families connecting 

with their childκǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ It was lovely 

chatting with many of you before and after the 

conferences and hear your feedback. This is an integral 

part of sharing the learning journey of our students at 

Avondale Primary School. 

Congratulations to Tiffany who, this week, won at the 

divisions level in breaststroke and participated in the 

butterfly event, coming 5th. This is an outstanding achievement and 

makes all the training worthwhile. We now wish Tiffany all the best at 

the regional event, which is the next stage of the swimming event. 

In preparation for our Lego Club, beginning in Term 2, we are asking our 

community for any donations of second hand Lego (does not need to be 

a set) that is no longer used at home.  We appreciate any donations in 

the coming weeks. Please drop any donations into the front office. 

On Tuesday, March 5, Jenna and I participated in the Western 

Melbourne Area Principal Forum. It was a great opportunity to connect 

with our local schools and share the learning we are engaging in. David Howes, Executive Director, WMMA, outlined 

the 2024 priorities for the Department of Education, which include Mental Health and Inclusive Education, lifting 

numeracy outcomes and identifying students who need additional support through the implementation of the Tutor 

Learning Initiative. Our 2024 Annual Implementation Plan reflects these priorities and will be shared with our 

community early in Term Two. 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 

 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday 
March 12 
3.45 - 4.45pm  
 

STOMP Open Air Concert 
Canteen open for cash and Eftpos 
sales 3 ï3.40pm 
 

Wednesday 
March 13 ï 
Monday 
March 25 

NAPLAN  testing ï Grade 3 and 
Grade 5 

Monday 
March 18 

Special Lunch Order Day 

Canteen closed for all other orders 

Wednesday 
March 20 

Smile Squad consent forms due 

Thursday 
March 21 

Harmony Day- Wear Orange or 
National Dress/Colours 

Gold coin donation for Good 
Friday Appeal 

Special Assembly 2.45pm 

Hot Cross Bun Fundraiser orders 
close 

Tuesday 
March 26 

Grade 5/6 Gala Day 

Hot Cross Bun fundraiser delivery 

Annual General Meeting & School 
Council Meeting 6.30pm 

Thursday 
March 28 

Last day of Term 1 ï 2.15pm finish 



We also engaged in learning around Family Partnerships Matter: cultivating trust from the front gate to the classrooms. 

Research highlights the wide and varied benefits of engaging and partnering with families on improved student learning 

and wellbeing outcomes. Effective family engagement supports the development of a welcoming and inclusive school 

community. 

On Wednesday 7th March, as an integral component ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ, we practised an 

onsite evacuation. The purpose of this drill was for staff and students to increase confidence in managing an 

emergency situation.  Our students responded very quickly to the alarm sounding, listened to their teacher, followed 

instructions and made their way to the basketball court, all in under 4 minutes. Well done to our students for 

demonstrating our school value of Responsibility.  

This term staff have been reviewing our whole school approach to the way we teach spelling, making spelling teaching 

more research based, contemporary and systematic. Spelling requires students to draw on a range of knowledge about 

the English language.  

This knowledge includes:  

¶ phonological knowledge - knowledge of the sound structure of language 

¶ orthographical knowledge - knowledge of the system of written symbols used to represent spoken language 

¶ morphemic knowledge - knowledge of the smallest parts of words that carry meaning  

¶ etymological knowledge - knowledge of the origins of words.  

We will continue to share our spelling learning journey with families in future newsletters and Compass Newsfeed 

Posts. Staff have recently delved into the research provided by Misty Adoniou. This quote below, really got us thinking. 

ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƭƭ ǿƻǊŘǎ ōȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нрл 000 words in the English language in relatively common 

usage, and many of us know close to 60 ллл ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊƻǘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ 

²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘŜǎǘǎΣ ōŜcause that would have been 6 000 tests, over 

ŀōƻǳǘ мрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎΣ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΦΩ 

Our current homework focus is establishing a love of reading and building positive reading habits while we continue 

to insure any homework given meets the guidelines in our homework policy. 

School tours for new 2025 enrolments are scheduled throughout Term One. We encourage families to visit 

our Enrolments page for more information on the enrolment process. Our Term One tour dates and times are as 

follows:  

Friday 8 March 9.15am, Wednesday 13 March 9.15am, Friday 22 March 9.15am and Wednesday 27 March 9.15am 

Please call our Administration Team on 9318 1755 who will book a place for you on a school tour with a member of 

our School Leadership team.  Tours take approximately 30 ς45 minutes and provide a glimpse into learning in our 

classrooms and specialist areas, our excellent facilities and have your questions answered along the way. 

 

We look forward to seeing our school community attend the Open Air Stomp Concert next Tuesday afternoon. Enjoy 

the belated Summer weather and have a great long weekend. 

Jill Benham, Principal and Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/page/8


 

     

Jill Benham 
Principal 

Jenna Heywood 
Assistant Principal 

Frances Ferraro 
Learning Specialist-  
Disability Inclusion 
Leader 

Sarah Carroll 
Learning Specialist- 
Curriculum 

Teriann Bryers 
Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Leader 

Favourite author ς 
Mem Fox 

Favourite Football 
Team ς Essendon 
Bombers 

Favourite meal - Pasta Favourite holiday 
destination ς Hawaii  

Favourite movie ς 
Inside Out 

 

IŀǊƳƻƴȅ 5ŀȅ ό¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нм aŀǊŎƘ нлнпύ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ ²ŜŜƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

diversity. During this week, schools celebrate inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for all Australians, from 

the traditional custodians of the land to those who have come from many countries around the world.  

This week of inclusiveness is celebrated from Monday 18th March 2024 to Sunday 24th March 2024.With its motto 

ΨEveryone belongsΩΣ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ differences and similarities, promote inclusiveness and 

show mutual respect for everyone, regardless of race, colour, religion, or background. 

This year we will be celebrating Harmony Day through a range of learning experiences, including a whole school 

assembly performance by Cultural Infusion with Taiko Drumming. Families are encouraged to attend our assembly 

that will be held at 2.45pm on the basketball court. 

 

Students are also encouraged to come dressed in National Dress or the colour orange and bring a gold coin donation 

which will be collected for the Good Friday Appeal. 

SHARE A RECIPE. SHARE A STORY 

Food is a universal language that brings people together. We invite Avondale families and staff to share a traditional 

family recipe and story with the school community in our next newsletter. This can be a one page typed or handwritten 

scanned recipe that gets emailed to the school: avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 
Baker's Delight Milleara Mall would like to offer you the 

opportunity to purchase delicious Hot Cross Buns to raise funds 

for the school. The more buns you purchase the more profit 

made for our school 

For every 6 pack of Hot Cross Buns you order, Bakers Delight 

Milleara Mall will give $2.00 to the school. Each pack is $9.00 

(plus 45c booking fee). Orders are open from today, and close 

on Thursday 21st March. Orders will be delivered on Tuesday 

26th March and sent home with your child. 

Help support Avondale Primary School and order your Hot Cross Buns today. Click on the link below to make an order. 
https://compasstix.com/e/ghfh15bqbs 

 
 

INTRODUCING OUR 2024 SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT TEAM 

HARMONY DAY 

FUNDRAISING 

mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://compasstix.com/e/ghfh15bqbs


The purpose of this policy is to create a school environment that support sun protection behaviours to minimise the 

risk of health problems from sun overexposure,  

This policy provides guidelines to:  

 ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ¦± ƛƴŘŜȄ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ о ƻǊ ŀōƻǾŜ 

(generally mid-August ς end of April)   

 ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǎƘŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ  

 ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǎǳƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ 

responsible for their own protection  

 ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƛǘǎ Řǳǘȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎŜ 

harmful UV exposure and associated harm for students and staff.   

https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/page/9/Policies  

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where 

ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀǿΣ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ tǊƛǾŀŎȅ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ tǊƛǾŀŎȅ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ bƻǘƛŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǎƪ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 

to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365 safely at the school and what parents can do 

ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 

regarding your child using online services, please contact the school.  

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻΥ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ tǊƛǾŀŎȅ tƻƭƛŎȅ τ information for parents. This information is 

also available in ten community languages: 

* Amharic  * Arabic  * Dari  * Gujarati  * Mandarin  * Somali  * Sudanese  * Turkish  * Urdu  * Vietnamese 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support in creating a safe and 
respectful Avondale community to ensure a better environment 
for our students to thrive. 
 
Positive school environments are important because everyone 
has the right to be safe and play a shared role in being 
respectful. Everyone at school, particularly staff and 
parents/carers, play a role in making school a better place for 
learning and work. 
 
Respectful behaviours are important in building strong, healthy 
and thriving school communities.   
 
Everyone at school, particularly staff and parents/carers, play a 
role in making school a better place for learning and work. The 
Respectful Behaviours within the School Community Policy 
outlines the shared roles of parents, carers and school staff in 
creating a positive environment for learning.  
 
You can find more information about the Respectful Behaviours 
within the School Community Policy and other resources to 
build a positive relationship with our school community here. 
 

 

 

 

SUN PROTECTION POLICY 

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER 

RESPECTFUL SCHOOL COMMUNITIES 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.avondaleps.vic.edu.au%2Fpage%2F9%2FPolicies&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc18a9e04f4e94656688508dc3e298132%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638453595191342011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D3DAlaxPLH90%2BQm2Uq11%2B3KnLNwK%2BOVTd2vn0cTp5%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Respectful-Behaviours-within-the-School-Community-Policy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Respectful-Behaviours-within-the-School-Community-Policy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Respectful-Behaviours-within-the-School-Community-Policy.aspx
https://www.vic.gov.au/building-positive-relationship-your-childs-school


EVERY MINUTE COUNTS  

Lost minutes mean lost learning and your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

of the day 

Students arriving to school with time to spare start the day settled, relaxed and ready 

to learn. !ǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

important learning activities that happen early in the day when they are most alert. 

Set your child up for success and make certain they arrive to school On Time. Every 

Time. 

 

School starts at 8.50am  

When your child misses 
ƧǳǎǘΧ 

that ŜǉǳŀƭǎΧ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎΧ and therefore, from 
Foundation to Year 12, 
that is 

10 minutes a day 50 minutes of learning 
time each week 

Nearly 1 ½ weeks per 
year 

Nearly ½ year of school 

20 minutes a day 1 hour and 40 minutes 
of learning each week 

Nearly 2 ½ weeks per 
year 

Nearly a year of school 

30 minutes a day ½  day of learning each 
week 

4 weeks a year Nearly 1 ½ years of 
learning 

1 hour a day 1 whole day of learning 
each week 

8 weeks per year or 
nearly a term a year 

Over 2 ½ years of 
learning 

  

 https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/school-homework-tips/morning-routine-for-

school  
 

 
What is Smile Squad?  

In 2019 the Smile Squad free school dental program was launched. Smile Squad provides free dental care to all 
Victorian government primary and secondary school students. The Smile Squad service is being delivered in schools 
by community dental agencies across Victoria. 

This means all students can get a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school.  
Smile Squad will be visiting Avondale Primary School in Week 2 of Term 2, 2024.  

Dental check-ups will be carried out at school using portable equipment and will be approximately 15 minutes long 
per student). A dental check-up includes a check of teeth, gums, jaw and the mouth. 

If a student requires extra follow-up treatment as part of their care plan, Smile Squad will discuss this and seek 
informed consent.  

How to access Smile Squad free dental care  

Parent/carers are required to provide consent online consent before Smile Squad can provide services for your child. 

Sign up to Smile Squad using the attached QR code attached or website link by Wednesday 20 March. 

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages. 
Please contact the school office if you have any questions or 
require a paper consent form. 

Further information 

Visit the Smile Squad website at www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au 

 Smile Squad electronic consent brochure_primary schools_ 

 

ATTENDANCE 

SMILE SQUAD 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/school-homework-tips/morning-routine-for-school
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/school-homework-tips/morning-routine-for-school
https://dentalhealthservicesvictoria.snapforms.com.au/form/sdp-consent-form
http://www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au/
https://avondaleps-vic.compass.education/Services/FileDownload/FileRequestHandler?FileDownloadType=1&file=9015&token=EgIAAAMA9zaKkgg53EgSAgAA0


 

A reminder that our pink drop off and pick up zone in Wood Street is a no parking/no 

standing zone between 8.00 - 9.00am and 3.00 - 4.00pm on school days. This has 

been designed so families can safely drop students at the Wood Street entrance 

gate. Please do not park here, so traffic can flow and students can depart from the 

car safety. This zone is also monitored by Moonee Valley City Council and Victorian 

Police.  

 

To use the pink two minute drop off zone, drivers must stay in their vehicles to drop 

their children off or collect them. Please talk to your children about always getting in 

or out of the car on the school side. Please do not double park or park in our 

neighbour's driveways. 

 

Families can also continue to park in surrounding streets and take a short walk into 

the school 

1. Contact our school to book a school tour to learn more about the school and the enrolment application process (see 

below for term 1 tour dates). 

2. 5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ΨCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ όtǊŜǇύ 9ƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ tŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜǊǎΦϥ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

from Monday 15 April 2024 and will also be shared with our school community. 

3. Submit an enrolment application for Foundation by Friday 26 July 2024. 

4. You will be notified of the outcome of your application by Friday 9 August 2024. If you receive an enrolment offer, 

you should accept the offer by Friday 23 August 2024. 

5. Take part in enrolment information and transition sessions during Term 4, 2024. 

6. Your child will start Foundation from Wednesday 29 January 2025. 

Our remaining term one tour dates and times are as follows:  

Wednesday 13 March 9.15am, Friday 22 March 9.15am and Wednesday 27 March 9.15am 

Move in March is a Better Moves Around Schools and Let's Go Zero initiative, proudly presented by Moonee Valley 

City Council. They are encouraging families to lace up those runners and buckle up that helmet and get moving this 

March. 

Besides the many health benefits for you and your child, walking to school has benefits for the whole community. It 

reduces traffic congestion, saves on parking, helps us connect with family and friends and even saves the 

environment! Not only that, but it's a great opportunity to learn about road safety and instilling vital skills in your 

child.  

Find our school on the map and then work out the best walking route to school. If you live too far to walk all the way 

you can park at one of our designated 

Park and Walk locations and walk, cycle 

or scoot from there.   

Walk, ride, scoot or skate every day, 

even part way is okay! During this 

month, be sure to fill in the Challenge 

Passport with your child or teen for a 

chance to win prizes including: 

¶ $100 Rebel Sport vouchers 

¶ Family swim passes 

¶ Sports drink bottles 

 

SAFETY: PARKING ZONES 

FOUNDATION ENROLMENT 2025 

MOVE IN MARCH 

https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/live/my-house/letsgozero/
http://www.mvcc.vic.gov.au/mooneevalleyschools.htm


  

On Monday 18 March we will be having a special canteen lunch order day. Students will be able to order sushi meals 

including 2 sushi rolls, a drink (water, apple juice or apple blackcurrant juice) and an icy twist for $10.00. Extra sushi 

rolls can be ordered for $3.50. 

 

Sushi flavours available include: chicken teriyaki, tuna, avocado and vegetarian. 

 

Please note that this will replace our regular canteen menu for this day and no other canteen food will be available 

on this day. Orders must be placed by 9.30am Thursday 14 March on the Flexischools app. 

 

What a fantastic week it was!!!  

Thanks to the generosity and support of our school community, 

this year's Book Fair saw $7332 worth of books and stationary 

purchased. A profit of $2468 was made, this money has been 

spent to purchase books requested by our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANTEEN UPDATE 

BOOK FAIR 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STOMP OPEN AIR DANCE CONCERT  



 

The Foundation inquiry topic for this term is "Fairness and Friendship." This week, our focus was on 
learning about rules and understanding why we need to follow them. In class, we clarified our classroom 
rules and discussed the reasons behind each rule. Students then illustrated a classroom rule and were 
able to put some of these into practice during our learning through play session. For example, they 
practised taking turns, using walking feet, helping each other tidy up, looking after the toys, and asking for 
permission before leaving the classroom. 

  

  

 
 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
Inquiry Learning 



Through the Inquiry Unit óCelebrating Differencesô, the Grade 1ôs have discussed how we are all different. 
We have shared our origins, cultures and discussed how we celebrate events in different ways. We plan 
to learn from each other and celebrate the diversity in our classroom, looking at the different foods, games, 
music and traditions we celebrate. This week we focused on a dish that represented our culture. We also 
learnt all about the country Italy and were immersed in the traditional Italian game Bocce. Students listened 
to Italian music on a mandolin and joined in by dancing along to the music. 

  

  

  

 

  
 

 

  



In Grade 2, we have been learning about óCelebrating Differencesô. We have discussed why celebrating 
differences is important and what the word ómulticulturalô means. Students have expressed why living in a 
multicultural world is good and have developed an appreciation of it. Additionally, students have shared 
their origins and culture, and we have displayed this on our Grade 2 multicultural map (see below). This 
week we have learnt about the country Italy where students enjoyed playing the traditional Italian game 
Bocce. Students also had the opportunity to discuss and draw a picture of a dish from their culture. 

  

   



  

Through our Inquiry unit in Grade 3 students have explored a range of different disabilities. Students have 
engaged in a range of activities including watching video messages from people with disabilities and 
learning how this impacts on their daily lives. We learnt about Cerebral Palsy, and vision and hearing 
impairments. To further learn about the impact of being visually impaired, students took part in a blindfold 
task with a partner. One partner led the other around and supported them with directions. This activity, and 
others have been followed by discussions about how we can be inclusive. 

 

 

 

 



In Grade 4, we have been immersed into the impact that disabilities have on people. In this learning 
experience, we wanted our students to experience what it would be like to be blind. Students were then 
asked to complete an activity in pairs, where one would be blindfolded and one would assist. This allowed 
students to put themselves in somebody elseôs shoes to experience the daily implications. 
 
Another valuable learning experience was taking the students on an accessibility experience. This time 
students were putting themselves in the shoes of someone who uses a wheelchair.  Using a map students 
investigated and identified areas in our school that are inaccessible. We then discussed how this would 
impact their ability to feel included in our school community. 

 

 

 

 



  

  

    



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

The students in 5/6A have been busily researching a response to a focus question based on an issue that 
is facing children all around the world. After taking notes, the students then put together an answer to their 
research question and are now in the process of working collaboratively to prepare a PowerPoint slide 
show to share with the class and their group members, the answer to their ñBig Questionò. 

  

 
 
 

 



Throughout this term, 5/6B has been delving into their Inquiry topic 'Care for the Kids' with enthusiasm and 
curiosity. Through immersive poetry, insightful class discussions, and collaborative research projects, 
students have been exploring the big problems that children around the world encounter including 
sanitation, malnutrition, poverty, illiteracy, and child labour. From the initial class discussions that explored 
their perspectives on the challenges children face, to their current comprehension, it is evident that students 
have begun to consider problems that may initially have seemed distant or irrelevant to them, 
demonstrating a newfound awareness and empathy for global issues affecting children worldwide. 

 

 

 
 

As part of our social justice unit, óCare for the Kidsô, 5/6C students are working in teams to research an 
issue currently impacting children in different countries around the world. Topics include malnutrition, child 
labour, illiteracy and poverty. It is great to see the world knowledge many students have about these 
challenges and the way students are working together collaboratively to build upon their understanding. 
We are looking forward to seeing their final presentations at the end of this term. 



  

  

It is hard to believe that the end of term is approaching. Grade 5/6D students have been working hard on 
our Inquiry unit where the focus is on the big problems faced by children around the world. The students 
have researched issues such as poverty, poor sanitation, child labour and illiteracy. It has proven to be an 
enlightening exercise, with students discovering some tragic facts that they did not know existed. I have 
witnessed how empathetic our students are and have been impressed with the discussions around how 
they can help. They will prepare a presentation based on their research and share their knowledge with 
the class.  

  



 

 

  

Grade 5/6E:  I am delighted to share with you the insightful work our students have accomplished during our 
Inquiry Unit, Care for the Kids. Throughout this unit, students have delved into five significant issues affecting 
children worldwide: poverty, malnutrition, child labour, illiteracy, and sanitation. Their research has not only 
deepened their understanding of these pressing issues but has also cultivated empathy and a sense of 
responsibility towards making a positive difference in the lives of others.  

 
Students have demonstrated commendable critical thinking skills by examining the root causes and potential 
solutions to these challenges. Moreover, their ability to engage with complex global issues reflects their 
growing awareness as global citizens. I am immensely proud of their dedication, empathy, and commitment 
throughout the unit of learning.  

 

 



  

Physical Education 
Selected students participated in this years Swimming carnival. Congratulations to the following students 
for their amazing efforts on the day. 

¶ Ollie C 3B 
 

¶ Tiffany Q 4B 
 

¶ Sura T 56C 
 

¶ Dominic C 4A 
 

¶ Elijah H 56A 
 

¶ Taylor Q 56C 
 

¶ Keira L 4A 
 

¶ Vivian L 56B 
 

¶ Xavier L 56E 

¶ Sam S 4C 
 

¶ Donovan L 56C 
 

 

¶ Zack H 4B 
 

¶ AJ L 56C 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

Visual Arts 


