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Hello to our Avondale community, 
 
It was great to see the overwhelming support for our 

World Epilepsy Purple Day today by our students, staff 

and families. 

Our Parent Teacher conferences held on Wednesday and 

Student Support Group Meetings throughout this week 

saw many of our parents and carers meet with their 

child/childrenôs classroom teachers, whether on-site or via 

Webex/phone, providing a great opportunity to see how 

our students have settled in to 2023, share successes and 

challenges and discuss learning goals. A big thankyou to 

our staff for the preparation and engagement in these 

conferences. 

Last Monday we announced our School Captains and 

Student Leadership Team. Our School Captains, Emma 

and Cooper did a fantastic job leading their first whole school Assembly last Friday, sharing student achievements and 

events with confidence to our school community. Congratulations! 

As part of Moonee Valley Councils Better Moves Around Schools program, 

portable VMS signage has been installed in Wood Street this week. This is 

designed to improve road safety around our school, encourage active travel, 

increase driver awareness of vulnerable road users and reduce vehicle speed 

in the area. The speed radar will be a reminder for residents and parents to 

watch their speed. A postcard DL flyer was sent to residents last week. The 

speed radar will be a reminder for residents and parents to watch their speed 

and will be remain in Wood Street until May 2023. Moonee Valley Council 

and our local police will also continue to monitor parking and safe driving 

practices around our school. The Safety around Schools flyer also provides 

further information to encourage our community to be safe around our school. 

Have a lovely long weekend,  

 

Jill Benham  Jenna Heywood 

Principal  Assistant Principal  

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, March 10 Purple Day/ Crazy Hair Day for 

Epilepsy Foundation 

Monday, March 
12 

Public holiday 

Wednesday,  
15 March ï 

Book Club Issue #2 closes 

Wednesday,  
15 March ï 
Monday,  
27 March 

NAPLAN Online testing- Grade 3 
& 5 
 

Friday,  
March 17 

Second Hand uniform shop open 
between 8.45 ï 9.15am 

Tuesday, March 
21 

Harmony Day- Dress in orange 
colours 

Monday,  
April 3 

Grade 5/6 Gala Day 

Wednesday, 
April 5 

Grade 1 and Grade 2 Market 
Fresh incursion 

Thursday,  
April 6 

Whole School Colour Fun Run 
and Special lunch order 

Last day of Term 1, 2023 EARLY 
PICK UP ï 2.15pm 

 
Monday,  
April 24 

 
STUDENT FREE DAY  
Staff Curriculum Day 

Tuesday,  
April 25 

ANZAC DAY Public Holiday 

Wednesday, 
April 26 

Term 2 begins for students 



 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our 2023 Grade 6 Student Leaders 

 

2023 Grade 6 Student Leaders 



School Captain Cooper K School Captain Emma D 

Vice Captain Derek L Vice Captain Mimi D 

Comet House Captain Kevin C Comet House Captain Lua K 

Comet House  
Vice Captain 

Jake N Comet House  
Vice Captain 

Sophia G 

Electra House Captain Jayden L Electra House Captain Isabel N 

Electra House  
Vice Captain 

Ollie S Electra House  
Vice Captain 

Mina H 

Viscount House Captain Nathan L Viscount House Captain Greta G 

Viscount House  
Vice Captain 

Cooper K Viscount House  
Vice Captain 

Jemma F 

Boeing House Captain Sri V Boeing House Captain Venecia H 

Boeing House  
Vice Captain 

Jacob N Boeing House  
Vice Captain 

Mia B 

Flag Monitor Nhali E Amir J Chantelle D 

 

 

The Victorian Curriculum provides the basis for our teaching and learning of respectful relationships. We have 
completed Topic 1 on Emotional Literacy and are now learning about Topic 2 - Personal Strengths.   
 
TOPIC 1: EMOTIONAL LITERACY 
Emotional literacy can be defined as the ability to understand ourselves and other people. It includes the ability to 
understand, express and manage our own emotions, build empathy, and to respond appropriately to the emotions of 
others. Building a large vocabulary for emotions helps to increase emotional literacy and build self-awareness and 
empathy for others. 

TOPIC 2: PERSONAL STRENGTHS 
Children and young people need a vocabulary to help them recognise and understand strengths and positive qualities 
in themselves and others. This topic provides learning activities to build this vocabulary and to use it when discussing 
personal, social and ethical challenges.   

Research in the field of positive psychology emphasises the importance of identifying and using individual strengths. 
Social and emotional learning programs which use strength- based approaches promote student wellbeing, positive 
behaviour and academic achievement. 

 

Today our staff and students engaged in the World Epilepsy PURPLE DAY to raise awareness and increase support 
for people living with epilepsy. We added a splash of purple and crazy hair to Avondale PS to help promote this event. 
The purple balloons on our main gates added to the day. Thank you to our community for raising $594.50. All 
proceeds go directly to Epilepsy Action Australia.  
 

 
Thank you to our families who expressed interest in introducing an Avondale Primary Walking School Bus in 2023. 

This included parents/carers who would like to volunteer to accompany the 'school bus' on each morning or afternoon 

shift and families who would like their child/ren to join the Walking School Bus. We have forwarded our survey results 

to Moonee Valley City Council who will determine the viability of the initiative. 

 
 
 
 

Wellbeing ï Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR) 

PURPLE DAY 

WALKING SCHOOL BUS SURVEY 



 
This term, we are hosting 
a COLOUR EXPLOSION 
Fun Run on Thursday 
April 6, the last day of 
Term One. Over the 
coming weeks we will be 
seeking input from our 
students and staff as to 
areas or items for which 
money raised can be 
used.  
This is also a fun way for 
students to bring Term 1 to a close, with the opportunity for all students to 
purchase a special lunch order that includes a sausage in bread, drink and an 
icypole. All special lunch orders can be placed through Flexischools app from 
Tuesday 14 March and need to be finalised by Friday 31 March. 

Fundraising for our Colour Explosion School Fun Run is entirely online. Follow 
the instructions in your childôs sponsorship booklet to create a cybersafe, 
online profile page at www.australianfundraising.com.au. At the end of our 
fundraiser, studentôs incentive prizes are ordered automatically based on their 

fundraising total and Golden Coins. Students can earn up 15 unique incentive prizes!  You only need to raise $10 to 
achieve your first incentive prize. From there, you will win more and more as your fundraising total soars! For 
example, if you raise $100, you will win incentive prize A, B, C, D and E!  

Please note: all cash donations must be converted to online donations before 9am Thursday 6 April. We cannot 
accept any cash donations for this fundraiser. If you have any questions regarding fundraising for the Colour 
Explosion Fun Run please contact the office of Australian Fundraising event on 1300 133 022.  

Happy International Womenôs Day for Wednesday March 8. This day provided us all to consider a future where 
women and men are treated equally. A world without prejudice, preconceptions, or discrimination. A varied, equal, and 
inclusive world. A world in which diversity is recognised and cherished. We can achieve women's equality by working 
together. Women's accomplishments should be recognised. Increase awareness of prejudice. Take action to promote 

gender equality. Collectively we can all #EmbraceEquity. 
 

From the beginning of term 2 we look forward to being able to welcome volunteers to assist in our classrooms. Teachers 
will communicate with families via their Class News Feed and Compass email to arrange rosters and promote 
volunteering opportunities. All volunteers must hold a current Working With Children Check Clearance and attend a 
volunteer induction session.  

 
CHILD SAFETY VOLUNTEER INDUCTION SESSION 
As part of our commitment to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing we will be running 
a volunteer induction session on Monday, March 27 at 9:30am online via WebEx. All volunteers at Avondale Primary 
School are required to hold a current Working with Children Check Clearance and attend a volunteer induction session. 
This includes canteen helpers, classroom helpers etc. People wanting to attend this meeting need to email the school 
by 3pm Friday, March 24 avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au to receive the meeting invitation. 

  

Avondale Primary School Council Election results have been finalised with the successful nominations listed below. A 

big thank you to our outgoing members from 2021-2022: Dina Carranza, Isabelle Sawtell, Joe Kersh and Carli 

Cutterham. 

Nominations received for the parent and school employee member positions for AVONDALE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL council election 2023 

 

The following nominations were received by 4.00pm on Friday 24 February 2023- 1st call for nominations 

Wednesday 1 March 2023- 2nd call for 
nominations 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

INTERNATIONAL WOMENôS DAY 

VOLUNTEERING AT AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

2023 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Facsso.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0yNjg0MDU5JnA9MSZ1PTUzMTcwMzY4NSZsaT0yODIzMTUyNA%2Findex.html&data=05%7C01%7CJill.Benham%40education.vic.gov.au%7C83c285a2b6a548e6b0eb08db1f69435b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638138309409346664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XQGbOGwLZB3t9SOdS1OSABBGaRyWsN08UrUDcQX2ZPs%3D&reserved=0


Avondale Primary School declare elected the following nominees who nominated in the parent and school employee 
category.  

Parent member 

Number of vacancies 4 
 

From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in  2023 

to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in  2025 
 

Name of nominees Name of nominators 

Isabel Sawtell Annerley Juhlin Beeck 

 

Self nomination 

Jonathan Woodman 

Reece Campbell 

Scott Cameron 

School employee member 

Number of vacancies 1 
 

From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in  2023 

to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in  2025 
 

Name of nominees 

Jenna Heywood 

 

In FoundationΣ ƻǳǊ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ¢ƻǇƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ Ψ{ƘŀǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩΦ Lƴ ²ŜŜƪ тΣ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ΨLŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ .ŀƎǎΩΣ 
decorated them and took them home to fill them up with things that represent our identity. Some things included 
in the bags were our favourite colour, toy, food or sport. We shared with our classmates the items we put in our 
bag and what they mean to us. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

Inquiry Learning: Identity  
 



  

  

  

 
hǳǊ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ΨDǊƻǿƛƴƎ hƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǎŜǊΦΩ 1A have been exploring changes that people and other 
living things make over time. Students used baby pictures to describe how they have changed. We have discussed 
what they are capable of during different milestones between birth and now, as well as imagining what they will 
be capable of in the future. To explore growth and changes, we have also planted bean seeds which we will 
observe weekly. 



 
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ΨDǊƻǿƛƴƎ hƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǎŜǊΩΣ 1B are learning what living things need to grow 
and change so that we can help care for plants and animals. Last week students planted bean seeds and have 
been observing and recording changes weekly in their diary. This week students have been learning to compare 
our capabilities and milestones between birth to now and the future. They created their own timeline of their life 
and drew a picture of their future self. 

  

 
hǳǊ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ΨDǊƻǿƛƴƎ hƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǎŜǊΩΦ 1C have been exploring what makes us unique by looking 
at our fingerprints and identifying the different patterns made by them. We have had lots of fun playing a 1C Baby 
Guess Who game and observed how we have changed between birth and now. This week we also planted our 
bean seeds to explore the life cycle of a bean and how it changes over time. This week we discovered that our 
seeds are already forming roots! 



 
In 2A ƻǳǊ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ΨDǊƻǿƛƴƎ hƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǎŜǊΩΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀt makes us unique 
and how we have grown and changed from birth to now. The students have participated in a range of activities 
such as looking at their fingerprints, playing Baby Guess Who and creating timelines. These activities have allowed 
for discussions into how we change over time and what we are capable of at different points in our lives. We 
continue to examine this process by observing the growth of bean plants. 

 



 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ¢ŜǊƳ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǳƴƛǘ ƛǎ ΨDǊƻǿƛƴƎ hƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǎŜǊΩΦ 2B have been discussing different milestones in our lives 
for example, crawling, walking, starting kinder and starting school. We also have spoken about things we are/were 
ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀōȅκŎƘƛƭŘΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǘimeline of their life 
including milestones and at what ages these occurred in our lives. We also made a timeline using photos of us as a 
baby/child and a drawing of our future selves.  

 

 



  
In 2C we have been learning about change and what that has looked like in our life so far, and what it might look 
like in the future. We played the FUNNEST game of Guess Who. Even our parents played with us when they came 
into our classrooms for Open Day! 

 

 

 

 
 



The Grade 4 inquiry unit this term is titled, The Game of Life. Students began by learning about how they can 
describe and be proud of their identity. We have now moved on to learn about taking responsible risks, moving 
outside our comfort zone and making ethical decisions. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

During Inquiry Grade 5/6A ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ψ9ǘƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ We have been exploring a range of 
emotions and how they affect our decision making. The children have also been brainstorming their own moral 
values and how they are like guidelines that assist us in choosing between right from wrong or good from bad. As 
a class we also discussed how these values are crucial for making honest, credible, and fair decisions in everyday 
life. 

Grade 5/6B ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ψ9ǘƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǎǎǿƻǊŘ ŎƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
dictionaries to expand our vocabulary of important words in our inquiry topic including: care, honesty, 
loyal,  respect, dilemma, identity, metacognition, influence and pressure. 

 
Grade 5/6C have been learning about how different scenarios can arise personal emotions and these emotions 
can then have a social impact and affect the emotions of others around us. Grade 5/6C had to work together in 
groups to brainstorm emotions that might arise personally and socially in their scenario and then act out the 
scenario to the class to guess which zone of regulation they were each portraying. 
Comic books have also become a creative writing hit in the classroom, with a new comic collective developing fun 
stories for peers to read. 



 

 
Grade 5/6D ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ !ȄŜƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
experiences. The students looked at the similarities and differences in the two scenarios and discussed which 
stance they might have taken in the same situation. 



 

 
Grade 5/6 E have explored how our emotional zones can affect our behaviour and attitudes. We have developed 
an understanding of how the  impact this can have on those around us. We have also begun discussions around 
Ethics and role played some dilemmas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Education 
GRADE 3-6 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
Students enjoyed participating in their Grade 3-6 Athletics Carnival. Avondale Primary was super proud of all the 
students and teacher efforts throughout the day. 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Visual Arts 

This fortnight in Visual Arts, the grade 3s have been planning and prepping their next project. Using this term 
LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ Ψ¢ƘŜ DŀƳŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇǊƛƴƎōƻŀǊŘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦƻƻŘΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ 
fruit or vegetable to create as a 2D or 3D art piece. Here are a few snaps of our progress so far.  They are going to 
look fabulous when they are finished.  

 

 

Science- Junior 
It has been another jam packed fortnight of Science! 
 
Foundation: We have been exploring the weather and seasons. We have dressed ourselves to match a weather 
forecast and painted trees to demonstrate how they can each season.  
 
Year 1 and 2: During our Sky and Landscape unit, students have created a model to demonstrate the phases of the 
moon and even created and named their own constellation! 
 
Year 3: We have been hands-on in measuring and creating models of the moon and Earth, played an interactive 
game to explore the rotation of the Earth and used basketballs and tennis balls to demonstrate the orbit of the 
moon!  



 

  


