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Welcome to our Avondale community, 
 

Enjoy reading our newsletter today, acknowledging our Student 
Leadership positions, celebrating student learning during Weeks 3 
and 4 and a range of additional information from Avondale 
Primary, DET and our school community. 

Mrs Jill Benham Principal 
Mr Joe Scarfo  Assistant Principal 
 
  

Keeping our families and children safe is so important. We 
understand that traffic around the school, particularly at pick off 
and drop off times increases quite drammatically. A great option to 
avoid this traffic is to park a short distance from school and walk 
the rest of the way. Please remember to use the school crossing 
on Clarendon Street. There is further information later in the 
newsletter from the Moonee Valley Council, providing some very 
important tips and information. Local Police are routinely patrolling 
the streets around our school. 
 

Now we are well into Term One …. let’s put a spring in our 
step!  Making even part of the trip to school by foot, bike or scooter 
is setting our kids up for healthy, active adult lives.   
 

Can you walk or cycle to school? Even part of the way is OK? 
When we support our kids to walk, ride, scoot or skate to school, 
we are setting them up for healthy, active adult lives. We’re also 
making the streets around our schools safer and less congested.  
  

Why not consider joining or starting the Walking 
School Bus or look out for an Active Path route 
to your school?  
Active paths are decals on the footpath that 
direct you to the school and look like this….  
Walking School Bus routes and Active Path routes are found on the Moonee Valley 
City Councils' online maps, see the link information on how to get to and from school. And if you do have to 
drive to think about parking a few streets away and walk to school. 
 

 
 

Acknowledgement of Country 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Tuesday, March 1 School Council 
Meeting @ 7pm 

Wednesday,  
March 2 

Term 1 Parent 
Teacher Phone 
Conferences  

Monday, March 14 Labour Day Public 
Holiday 

Friday, March 18 National Day of 
Action Against 
Bullying 
 

GALA DAY Grade 
6 students 

Monday, March 28 GALA DAY 2 
Grade 6 students 

Friday, April 8 End of Term 1 
2.15pm pick up 

 
Monday, April 25 ANZAC DAY 

public holiday  
Tuesday, April 26 First Day, Term 2 

Thursday, April 28 Avondale Primary 
School Photos 



When parking near the school  
• Do not park on or near a school crossing 
• Do not double park and let their child out on the road 
• Do not obstruct a driveway or other way of access for nearby residents  

 
 

These recommendations will help reduce congestion and create a safer environment around our school for 
our children, as well as having many healthier and happier children that are ready to learn! 
 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP  2022 
 

It was a very memorable 
occasion for Mr Scarfo and 
myself to acknowledge the 
positive way our Grade 6 
students prepared speeches at 
the end of 2021 and sat an 
interview for School, Vice and 
House Captain positions last 
week. We would like to 
congratulate each and every one 
of our Grade 6 students for 
leading the way at Avondale 
Primary in 2022, regardless of 
whether you have a badge or 
not.  We presented badges for 
our Student Leadership 
positions for our students on 
Monday morning in front of very 
proud families. Congratulations 
to our Student Leaders in 2022. 

 

 

 

2022 STUDENT LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
School Captain James V School Captain Ava V 

Vice Captain Aarav  Vice Captain Lillie  
COMET 

Yellow House Captain Taj  Yellow House Captain Portia  
Yellow Vice Captain Ewan  Yellow Vice Captain Sienna D 

ELECTRA 
Blue House Captain Clarrie  Blue House Captain Mikaret 
Blue Vice Captain Kaan  Blue Vice Captain: Grace H 

VISCOUNT 
Red House Captain Miguel  Red House Captain Maci  
Red Vice Captain Jye  Red Vice Captain Jessica N 

BOEING 
Green House Captain Mason  Green House Captain Lexi  
Green Vice Captain Jaiden N Green Vice Captain Scarlett  

 
Flag monitors Kaname  Ryan N Arman  



STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 2022 
 

Staff have engaged in a range of Professional Learning over the first four weeks of school. This has included, 
Responsive Teaching, building collaborative teams, Vision and Values, Inquiry Cycle, English as an 
Additional Language (EAL) and Respectful Relationships. Just like our students, our staff are consistently 
furthering their learning. 

NAPLAN ONLINE 2022 
 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students 
are held in May each year. In 2022, the NAPLAN Online test window is between Tuesday 10 May and 
Friday 20 May. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in writing, reading, conventions of 
language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The results of the tests provide information 
for students, parents, teachers and principals and can be used to improve student achievement. 
 

NAPLAN Online delivers numerous benefits including: 
•    a ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a 

more precise understanding of student achievement. 
•    innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item types. 
•    the extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule 

the tests at times that suit them best and increasing student participation. 
 

All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN Online tests. Catch up tests will be available for 
individual students who are absent on test days up to and including Friday 20 May 2022. 

 
Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for 
classroom assessment tasks. Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual 
disabilities and to students who have been learning English for less than one year. If your child is 
eligible for support due to disability or exemption, you should discuss this with his/her teacher prior to 
the tests. Parental consent is required before any support due to disability or exemption is granted. 

 
Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration 
by parents and carers in consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw 
your child, you must sign a student withdrawal form. These forms are available at the school. 

 
While it is anticipated that NAPLAN Online will be successfully implemented in 2022, there are a range of 
contingencies in place to deal with the unlikely occurrence of significant issues. These contingencies 
include extended testing windows and the printing of paper-based tests for all participating schools. 

 
Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your 
child’s particular skills in reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and numeracy. The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national 
minimum standards. These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia. 

 
I am confident that the information you receive as a result of your child’s participation in the NAPLAN tests 
will be valuable in helping you to assess your child’s progress in literacy and numeracy. 

 
For more information about NAPLAN Online, please visit the VCAA 
website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au 

Canteen News 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Di and her current volunteers for enabling us to have the Canteen 
open for our students over the last three weeks. As we are now open for all students to order lunch and 
recess through FlexiSchools, we require volunteers to support Di in the Canteen. Anyone can volunteer! If 
you are a parent or guardian and can spare a few hours just once per term on a Monday, Thursday or Friday, 
we would love to have you help our school in the canteen! Thank you to those parents and carers who have 
already volunteered, following our call our for volunteers on Compass. 
  
The school will assist you obtain a Working With Children check, if you do not have one (these are easy to 
organise and do not have a cost) 

• No experience required! 



• You do not have to volunteer for a whole day – a half day is fine.  
• Your child/ren will have a free lunch on the day you volunteer. 
• It is a great way to meet other parents and get to know other members of the school community. 
• Our volunteers always put the biggest smile on their child’s face! 

Please email the office avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au to express your interest in being a Canteen 
Volunteer in 2022 ASAP, before the end of February. 
 

TEACHING AND LEARNING: Social Justice Inquiry Units 
 

 

Inquiry based learning at Avondale Primary School has been developed around the Victorian Curriculum and 
strives to create throughlines in student learning. Throughlines are based on the big ideas that organise the 
curriculum from Foundation to Year 6, weaving across different subject areas and connecting the concepts, 
skills, knowledge and understandings required for each inquiry unit.   

During each unit, students investigate a rich essential question/s which directs the learning experiences of 
the grade and any independent learning that students may undertake to explore and discover these concepts. 
Students actively engage in constructing and applying new knowledge by reflecting on prior knowledge, 
continually posing questions, investigating, analysing, problem solving, designing, evaluating, creating and 
communicating.  

Inquiry-based learning at Avondale Primary School also has strong links with developing visible thinking skills 
using the Habits of Mind.   

Our through-lines for inquiry-based learning in 2022 are:  

• Social Justice  
• Sustainability   
• Community  
• Creativity  

 
We are very excited to showcase student learning about Social Justice.  
 
 

Foundation Inquiry topic - ’ Fairness and Friendship’ 

Foundation A: Students were asked what it means 
to be a good friend, and these were recorded. As a 
class we made a friendship chain including the 
words students described including ‘helpful’, 
‘listening’, ‘being kind’ and ‘caring’. 

 



Foundation C: Students were asked what it means to be a good friend and we made a class 
friendship chain with our ideas. We also discussed acts of fairness and sorted scenarios into ‘fair’ 
and ‘unfair’.  

Grades 1 and 2 Inquiry topic - ’ Celebrating Differences’ 

Grade 1A: Students were given the opportunity to 
consider similarities and differences. Students 
choose a partner and shared what they know about 
their differences and how they might be the same 
as their partner.  

 

Grade 1B: This week, we have been looking at the different things we will be learning about this 
Term. We made a front cover for our folder and went through the different activities on our rubric. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 2A: Celebrating Differences Glossary 

Students in 2A were introduced to some of the words they will be using during the Celebrating 
Differences Inquiry Unit. Each student created their own glossary with unit words and definitions. We 
will continue to practise using the new vocabulary and make conscious choices to use these new words 
throughout our unit on Celebrating Differences. 

 

Grade 2B: Students have taken home a letter and paper bag and are encouraged to bring in photo 
prompts/ pictures that represent their heritage. Students are really excited about this line of inquiry 
and wrote what they are looking forward to learning.  

Grade 2C: This week, 2C have been exploring the 
different things we will be learning about during our 
Inquiry Unit, ‘Celebrating Differences’. Students 
created a folder with an illustration of themselves on 
the front cover. This folder will be used throughout 
the Unit, for the different activities surrounding our 
families' cultures. 

 

Grades 3 and 4 Inquiry topic - ’Someone Else’s Shoes’ 

Grade 3A:  As part of our Social Justice unit, Grade 3A have 
been practicing the skill of thinking flexibly. We worked in 
teams to come up with as many solutions as we could to a 
given scenario. Students had to think beyond the obvious and 
be open to different ideas. 

 



Grade 3B: As part of our unit ‘Someone Else’s 
Shoes’, Grade 3B have been learning some basic 
Auslan. Students have shown great interest in 
learning a new way of communicating which has led 
to us spending more student led time exploring key 
word signs. 

 

Grade 3C: As part of our inquiry learning, Grade 3C have 
investigated what it is like to live with a disability and have 
participated in class discussions about the ways in which 
technology can enable independence.   

 

Grade 4A: We are learning about the habit of listening 
with empathy and understanding. We have been 
guided by ‘Listening like a triangle.’ 

Role playing listening  like a brick wall, not moving or 
speaking, with a blank expressionless face and 
listening like a mirror, demonstrated to us how it feels 
not to be understood.  

We have also been focusing on an important word 
Independence Sura 



Grade 4B: Our inquiry sessions this week looked at flexible thinking. We discussed all of the 
amazing thinking, ideas and inventions that people with flexible minds have come up with to help 
both disabled and able-bodied people achieve amazing things. We watched a video that advertised 
the 2016 Paralympic Games titled, “The Superhumans,” and realised the song, “Yes I Can!” means 
with some flexible thinking, humans can do incredible things!  We put a page together with the 
flexible thinking that blew our minds! 

Grade 4C: During our Social Justice unit, Grade 4C have started exploring what it is like to walk in 
someone else’s shoes. Together we watched several stories about a boy named Riley, also known 
as the ‘Bionic Boy’, who is 13 and was born with cerebral palsy. 4C found out about the everyday 
things that Riley needed assistance with and the amazing technology that is being developed to help 
Riley be more in control of simple things, like for example, turning on a light switch. After viewing, 
students then developed an anchor chart which demonstrated thoughtful and reflective thinking and 
listening.  

 
 

 

 

 



Grades 5 and 6 Inquiry topic – “ 

Grade 5A: During our Social Justice unit, Grade 5A have been inquisitive learners having class 
discussions and asking questions about the Rights of a Child. This has included tasks around the 
basic needs, world problems, solutions and a range of charitable organisations that help children 
around the world.  

Grade 5B: During our Social Justice inquiry unit, 
Grade 5B have been exploring and researching the 
concept of the ‘Rights of a Child’. This has included 
the basic needs, world problems, solutions and a 
range of charitable organisations that help children 
around the world.  

Specialists – Social Justice 

Physical Education 

Students in Grades 3 & 4 have been learning from ‘Someone Else’s Shoes’. During our throwing and 
catching unit, students have practised throwing with their opposite side. This encouraged students to 
further improve their throwing skills on both sides of their body, while also putting themselves in 
someone else’s shoes. They got to understand what it may feel like for someone who predominantly 
uses their left side of body compared to those who use their right or vice versa. 

Visual Arts  

Students in grade 3 put themselves in the shoes of a visually impaired person by relying on verbal 
cues to draw pictures. Students soon realised that their understanding of language and directions 
played a large part in accurately drawing a picture. 



Italian  

Students in grades 1&2 celebrated cultural differences by 
celebrating the Venetian festival of ‘Carnevale’ in which 
people dress up in fancy costumes and masks to celebrate 
the day. In the spirit of Carnevale students designed their 
own masks and participated in a class parade.  

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

It’s been fantastic to see such excitement around the return to families being on site at school and we want 
to keep it that way. A crucial part of that is getting as many students vaccinated as possible. Alongside 
ventilation and other vital COVID Safe steps such as regular rapid antigen testing, supporting as many 
students as possible to be vaccinated will help make our school as safe as possible.  
Bookings for children aged 5 to 11 to receive the paediatric Pfizer vaccine are open and we encourage 
parents and carers to get your child vaccinated, if you haven’t already done so. The Pfizer vaccine is safe 
and recommended for children. The vaccine will help protect your child from getting sick from COVID-19, 
help to reduce the spread of COVID-19, and help ensure kids can have more time at school and playing with 
their friends. 
Vaccinations for children aged 5-11 years old are delivered at 2 appointments, 8 weeks apart. Children with 
specific medical vulnerabilities can access their second dose 3 weeks after their first dose. 

If you’d like more information about this, you can read a recent statement from the Australian Technical 
Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI): https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-
covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022   

To book an appointment 
You can book at your local GP or pharmacy: https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking 
You can also book at a family-friendly vaccination centre by calling the Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398. 
You can also make vaccination centre bookings for your children online, though you will need to use an email 
address that has not been used in the system before: https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/ 
 

Helping children to get their vaccination 
Vaccination centres understand that children may feel anxious about vaccination or have other support 
needs. A range of options are available to help children get vaccinated. Please discuss your child’s needs 
with the vaccination centre when you book an appointment.  
Appointments are also available at Aboriginal Controlled Community Health Organisations.  

👉 Find out more about vaccination for kids: https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-
children-and-teenagers 
 

2022 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 

Newly elected members will join School Council, which where possible, meets on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7pm, either onsite or via WebEx. The Principal will preside at the first School Council meeting 
to elect office bearers, on Tuesday March 29th at 7pm. 

I would like to extend my appreciation and gratitude to those School Council members whose two year term 
is ending/up for re-election for their valued contributions to Avondale Primary School: 

Dani Souphoulis, Andrew Barker, Annerley Juhlin-Beeck and Ajay Bhargava 



I also extend my appreciation and gratitude to our co-opted Community member, Tony Baldwin for his 
valued contribution to Avondale Primary School. 

Additional information about the 2022 School Council elections will been posted on Compass over the 
coming week. The timeline below provides specific details for our community. 

Event Date 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Friday 18th February 2022 

b) Closing date for nominations Friday 25th February 2022 – 1pm 
c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted Tuesday 1st March 2022 

d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed On or before Monday 7th March 2022 

e) Close of ballot Tuesday 15th March 2022 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – Weeks 3 and 4 
 

                             Week 3: Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February  

GRADE STUDENT 
NAME   

AWARDED FOR 

Foundation 
A 

Mila D For including others during learning through play sessions. Keep it up 
superstar! 

Foundation 
B 

Caroline T For always being a kind and caring member of the class. 

Foundation 
C 

Samuel S For being a kind friend to others and being a positive bucket filler in the 
class. Keep it up! 

1A Aaron C 
For his happy and enthusiastic attitude towards all aspects of his 
work!  

1B Aliana K For being a helpful member of 1B and helping out her classmates! Well 
done Aliana! 

1C Georgia V For being such a kind and friendly classmate! 

2A Aryan S For identifying nonfiction texts and listing the features that appeared in his 
selected texts. Great reading Aryan. 

2B Arya S For being a motivated and independent student with a great love of 
learning. Super start to Grade 2, Arya! 

2C Edward T For always actively contributing to class discussions and activities. 
Amazing effort Edward.  

3A Johnny G For having a positive attitude and showing flexibility this week! 

 
3B 

Odessa E For being an excellent role model in class, by helping others and always 
contributing to class discussions.  

3C Billy H For working so hard all week on your independent writing! 

4B Affan A For his enthusiastic approach to learning 

4C Jackie W For demonstrating confidence when reading aloud to the class 

5A 
Astara S For working hard to complete her work to the best of her ability. Keep it 

up! 



5B 
Venecia for engaging positively and collaborating cooperatively in classroom 

tasks. 

6A Zadok S For designing a creative class mascot and explaining its symbolism in 
great detail  

6B Claudia S 
(Wk1) 
 
 

Koby S (Wk3) 

For returning to school ready to learn, being organised and inspired for 
the new year. Well done for leading by example. 
 
Great work, settling into your new class Koby. I am proud of you for 
attempting challenging learning tasks, keep it up! 

ITALIAN F - 2   Maliah K FC For being a helpful classmate and putting effort into her work.  

ITALIAN 3 - 6  Kristina G 3C For her great effort in Italian this week! 

Visual Arts   Lua K 5A Applying well thought out colour values and tonal changes in her 
‘Vortex’ optical illusion. 

PE F-2  Ajay R 1C For demonstrating safe and positive behaviours during PE and trying his 
best during all activities 

PE 3 - 6  Jack W 5A For showing exceptional skill within our Cricket unit whilst being a positive 
team player and supporting others with his knowledge.   

 

                             Week 4: Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February  

GRADE STUDENT 
NAME   

AWARDED FOR 

Foundation 
A 

Liana R For pointing to the words when reading a shared text. 

Foundation 
B 

Lachlan For his wonderful efforts with learning the alphabet. Keep it up Lachlan! 

Foundation 
C 

Sofia A For being a whole body listener and putting 100% effort into every task. 
Well done Sofia! 

1A Ellis . C 
For his fantastic effort writing interesting sentences about Fauna 
and her adventure at the park.  

1B Leo D For being such a helpful member of 1B and showing kindness to his 
classmates. Well done Leo! 

1C Tracey T For having beautiful manners and being a kind classmate. 

2A Dominic C For noticing the punctuation in a text and   reading with amazing 
expression. Super reading Dominic.  



2B Zack H For your insightful comments and contributions to class discussions. 
Thank you, Zack! 

2C Anouk M For always keeping focus, having a positive attitude and being an active 
member of 2C! Well done!  

3A Allanah S Demonstrating enthusiasm when using Auslan to communicate. 

 
3B 

Jackson P For sharing with his fellow students, his insightful and valuable views 
and opinions during class discussions. 

3C Anabella L For Completing excellent writing samples during our '7 steps of writing' 
lessons this week! 

4A Sura T For her focused effort towards all learning tasks. A Great start to the 
year.  

4B Olivia C For concentrating so diligently on her tasks and improving her 
presentation. 

4C  Shaylee B For demonstrating confidence to have a go and applying new learning. 

5A 
Alex G For always listening to teacher feedback and applying this within her work. 

Keep it up Alex!  

5B 
Mimi For always remaining focused, keeping a positive attitude and working to your 

highest potential at all times. Well Done! 

6B Leela For her brilliant work on our class mascot and continuing to be a positive role 
model in class. 

ITALIAN F - 2   Josephine A 2A For being a good listener and putting lots of effort into her work. 

ITALIAN 3 - 6  Violet P 3C For putting in lots of effort and remembering all her Italian colours. 

Performing 
Arts Emily A (2A) For her excellent descriptions of feelings related to music. 

Visual Arts   Sura T (4A)  For creating a well detailed floral art piece. Well done! 

PE F-2  Aaron K For participating in all activities and coming to class with a positive 
attitude. 

PE 3 - 6  Greta G 5B For pushing outside her comfort zone in PE and always displaying a 
willingness to learn. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 
 


