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Hello to our Avondale community, 
 

Our students celebrated 
Science Week with a focus on 
sustainability, working 
together as a community to 
take care of our planet and 
building knowledge of our 
environment. An integral 
component was our Nude Food Day on Wednesday, which was a big success, with 
students proudly and excitedly showing me their Nude food containers and bags. Elke’s 
fabric bag filled with popcorn was a great alternative to a Ziplock bag. The grade with 

the least amount of landfill on Nude Food Day was 2C. Congratulations on this fabulous effort. 
 

What a fabulous Art Gallery Mrs Portelli created complementing Science Week, showcasing the recycled art 
work created by our Grades 3 – 6 students. Our students and families were blown away with the process and 
end products. It was great to see students so very proud of their efforts and sharing with their families. 
 

Book Week 2022 is fast approaching. This year we are having our Book Week 

Parade on Wednesday August 24 at 9:15am at the Avondale Heights Community 

Precinct Stadium, the Gym across the road from school. Families are welcome to 

attend. Our students can come to school dressed as a character from their 

favourite book or connected to a book related to this year’s theme, “Dreaming 

With Eyes Open”. We encourage parents and children to use their imagination to 

create a costume. Second hand shops often have great clothing and props. I 

wonder what Book character our staff and students will come dressed up as? 

A reminder to all those families who have children starting school in 2023 to enrol 
your child as soon as possible. If you know any families in our community who 
have children starting Foundation next 
year, please also remind them to enrol. 

School tours for new enrolments continue 
to be held weekly throughout Term 3.  

For further enrolment information and to book a place on a tour contact the school office on 9318 1755. 

 

Joe Scarfo – Assistant Principal             
Jill Benham – Principal 
 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Wednesday, 
August 24 

Book Week Parade – 9:15am 

 
Friday,  
August 26 

Essendon Keilor College 
Performance – Grades 4 & 5 

Grade 5/6 Basketball round robin 
event 

Thursday 
September 1 

Father's and Special Friends Day 
Stall – details on Compass 

Friday,  
September 2 

Avondale Sports Day F – 6 @APS, 
including special lunch orders 
   

2nd Chance Father’s and Special 
Friends Day Stall from 8.30am 

Tuesday,  
September 13 

TeamKids Family Information 
Webinar 6.30pm 

Thursday,  
September 15 

Athletics Day – Grades 3 – 6 @ 
Aberfeldie Athletics Track 

Friday, 
September 16 

Last day of Term 3 
Finish time – 2.15pm 

Acknowledgement of Country 

TERM THREE TOUR DATES 

Friday 26 August at 9.30am 

Wednesday 7 September at 9.30am 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Fundraising team have organised for students to order a SPECIAL LUNCH, through Flexischools, on this 
day. There are two lunch options available at $6 each. 

¶ Sausage in bread and choice of Prima or water bottle 

¶ Vegetable pastie and choice of Prima or water bottle 
Regular canteen orders will not be available on this day. ALL orders must go through Flexischools. NO CASH 
SALES. Orders must be in by Monday, August 29 @ 9.30am. 
Flexischools will be open for this special order after 4pm today. 

 
 



STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 
 

During our Week 6 meeting the Student Representative Council began making posters to educate our 
school community about the importance of reducing the amount of waste in the school yard and in our bins. 
Students on the SRC then weighed the rubbish collected by each grade, recording this rubbish in a table. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Science Week 
To build on student understanding about sustainability the whole school 
conducted a science experiment to find out how much waste was going 
into their classroom’s landfill bin. Students discovered that their Nude 
Food lunch box had less packaging and therefore helped to reduce the 
amount of rubbish. 
 
The SRC and Student Leaders have also been conducting rubbish 
audits to measure how much rubbish is not put into the bin. Students 
were shocked to see our first audit result and took on the responsibility to 
improve. We are proud of the way our school yard looks today. Great job 
everybody, let’s keep it up! Grades also discussed ways that we could 
make our school more sustainable. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE WEEK 



CHILD SAFETY @ AVONDALE PS 
 

Following the consultation process for the new Child Safe Standards, the updated 

Code of Conduct is now available on the School Website to read by following this 

link. Our Child Safety Code of Conduct sets out the expected behaviour of adults 

with children and young people in our school. All Avondale Primary School staff, 

volunteers, contractors, service providers, school council members and any other 

adult involved in child-connected work must follow the Child Safety Code of 

Conduct. This Code of Conduct applies to all physical and online environments used 

by students. It also applies during or outside of school hours and in other locations 

provided by the school for student use, for example, school camps. 

 

 

VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge runs every year and students are encouraged to read a set number 
of books and to record their reading efforts online. To complete the challenge Foundation to Year 2 students 
need to register reading 30 books including 20 from the challenge booklist. Students in Year 3 to 6 need to read 
and enter 15 books including 10 from the challenge booklist. 

Congratulations to the 34 students who have completed the Premiers’ Reading Challenge so far. Collectively 

our students have read and recorded 1298 books. There are 14 days left to complete the challenge.  

Can we reach 1500 books read in the next two weeks?  

 

Our last meeting was held on Tuesday 16 August in which we welcomed our new member, Scott Cameron who 
has filled a vacant position on the Council.   

Daniel from TeamKids, our newly appointed OSHC provider, shared an informative presentation followed by a Q 
& A session. The Council are very pleased to welcome TeamKids to our Avondale community to provide new 
and exciting opportunities for our children. An information webinar has been scheduled in Week 10. 

The Child Safety Code of Conduct was endorsed by the Council and consultation with related Child Safe policies 
has occurred. 

Some highlights from our School Council Subcommittee meetings are: 
 

Canteen: 

¶ We require additional volunteers! Please contact avondale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au if you would like to be 
involved 

¶ Keep an eye out on Compass for some specials on the Canteen Menu in the next few months 
 

Education:  
¶ What is the most effective way to communicate regular information and share our teaching and learning 

with families? 
 

Fundraising:  
¶ Exciting activities planned include a Father’s Day Stall and a State Election Day BBQ. Further details to 

be released soon.  
 

 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 
  

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and 
Training that is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 
student behaviour and student engagement. We encourage all families to participate in this survey. Our school 
will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

PARENT/CAREGIVER/GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY  

https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/child_safety_code_of_conduct_updated_june_2022.pdf
https://www.avondaleps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/child_safety_code_of_conduct_updated_june_2022.pdf
mailto:avondale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Survey results will be communicated to parents/caregivers/guardians through our annual report. 
 

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is open from Monday 15th August to Friday 16th September.  
The online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English, including Arabic, Vietnamese, 
Simplified Chinese, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 
 

An email has been sent through Compass to all families with a unique log in and password to complete the 
survey. We appreciate your feedback. 

 

Foundation PLC: During Science Week, we have been encouraging the students to think about the impact that 
rubbish has on our environment. We have discussed litter in the oceans and ways to keep the school and our 
local community clean. We recorded how much waste our class created in a day, and then compared this with 
the waste we collected during Nude Food Day. The students are now more aware about the impact that litter 
can have on our environment and are enthusiastic about having Nude Food every day! 

 

 

  

Grade One PLC: This week students engaged in learning experiences in Maths, focusing on the part-part-
whole relationship of numbers. We read One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab and counted feet in groups and then as 
a whole. We also used dominoes to recognise the groups as two parts (two halves of the domino) as well as 
quickly counting the total. We found different ways to make a target number, for example, making 8 as 5 and 3 
and 6 and 2. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
SCIENCE WEEK and NUMERACY HIGHLIGHTS 

 



  

Grade Two PLC: This week Grade 2 students read the picture story book 
One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab. We identified all the numbers represented 
in the story (by legs) and practised representing numbers in different 
ways. Students were encouraged to think about patterns, for example, 
creating the teen numbers using one crab (10 legs). Students were 
encouraged to record their thinking and think about questions such as: 

¶ How will you know you’ve made all the numbers?  

¶ How will you keep track?  

¶ Can you make that number in a different way/s? 

Students were also proud to share their Nude Food lunch boxes on 
Wednesday. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Thank you to Hayley, Zack and Elijah’s mum, for coming in to teach the Grade Two 
students a lesson about the writing process. Hayley also shared her experience in 
writing books with us. 

Grade 3A: This week students in 3A have been making connections between addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division as part of our daily maths warm up challenges. 

  

  

Grade 3B: 3B have been exploring our understanding of multiplication and developing our ‘personal 
toolkits’ of strategies we can use to solve problems. A real focus throughout this year is being challenged 
to ‘think about our thinking’, explaining strategies to work the problem out, rather than just providing an 
answer.  

Grade 3C: We have been learning about elapsed time and how to add or subtract minutes from digital and 
analogue time. We have also been learning about vertical multiplication methods and discovering the 
power of zero! 



 

 

Grade 4A: Science Week: This week we had lots of wonderful community circle discussions. Students 
responded to the question, óTell us about the bin system that you have at your house?ô Students then took on 
the challenge to reduce the amount of packaging going into our classroom bin. Their Nude Food lunch boxes 
were also healthy and delicious. We will continue to learn more about choosing the right bin to sustain our 
future.  

Measurement: We had great fun learning about area. Students used the surface area of 10 rows of 100 MAB 
blocks to make their own 1 square metre. They then explored finding out the area of a quadrilateral in the school 
yard.  

  



  

  

  

Grade 4B: Our focus in 4B has been looking at surface area. We investigated what one square metre looked 
like and calculated the area of our classroom. Then we posed the question, If we removed all of the furniture, 
how many people could we fit into the room standing up? Once we had that in mind, we then estimated and 
calculated the number of people we could fit on one bat tennis court and the basketball court. We were amazed 
by our discoveries! 



 

 

 

 

Grade 4C: In Maths, we have been learning about area. We went into our second classroom with no tables in it 
and our teacher taught us a little bit of revision before we got into groups to make 1 metre square. We were 
trying to make exactly 1 metre square using a cardboard box. We had to use tape and scissors. There was 
another box so we had to cut 20 centimetres because the width was only 80 centimetres. We used tape to 
connect it to the 1 metre square and then tested it.                                               Written by Henry 

 
 



  

  

Grade 5 PLC: For Science week, the grade 5’s researched the importance of keeping our environment clean, in 
particular Avondale Primary school ground. The school participated in a yard clean up and displayed the rubbish 
on a large piece of paper and calculated the area of litter within our school ground.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on fractions. We have been learning how to add and subtract common 
fractions, convert improper fractions and mixed numbers and also simplifying fractions. We have been 
representing fractions on number lines, as well as drawings and using a range of materials such as, magnetic 
fraction pies, fraction bars, counters and blocks to represent our answers.  

Grade 6A: We enjoyed combining with 6B and the Grade 5 students to compete in the “2022 Comedy Games”. 
Students took part in 4 individual events: Paper Plate Discus, Straw Javelin, Paper Ball Shotput and Hula Hoop 
Marathon. There was also a Team Ping Pong Ball and Spoon Relay. 

As part of Science Week we are now working on ways to make a paper plate travel further distances.  

 



 

Grade 6B: We had had the experience of learning with Mrs Carroll. The students loved acting out and modelling 
their problem solving strategies for comparing fractions. 

“We got to do hands-on learning and stand up and act out fractions.” - Jarrod 

“I enjoyed learning with Mrs Carroll because she tried to understand how we learn and introduce more ways to 
learn about fractions.” - Setayesh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visual Arts: Foundation students have been looking at school community workers. We discussed the people at 
our school who help us, such as teachers, Mrs Benham, Mr Scarfo, Diane in the canteen, Sharon in the library, 
school crossing people, Peter our maintenance man and so on. Students were asked to choose a school 
community worker to base their artworks on, using coloured paper to make the body and equipment that the 
community worker uses.   

 

Performing Arts: Students in grades 3 to 6 have been taking part in music.  Grade 3 students have thoroughly 
enjoyed singing ‘The Lion Sleeps Tonight’ and Grade 4s ‘We Are Family’. Grade 5 students have been singing 
‘See you later Alligator and Grade 6s ‘We Will Rock You’.  Students in all levels have also started learning the 
keyboard using the two and three black keys to play short songs.    

Physical Education: This Term we applied for a grant that resulted in our school being successful in having a 
Gymnastics coach to come and run lessons for two full days at our school. We were also able to use some of 
the grant to purchase a variety of sports equipment that the students are already using and loving.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

Week 5: Monday 8th August  - Friday 12th August 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE AWARDED FOR 

Amna B Foundation 
A 

Being an awesome learner by reading her writing with a big confident voice and 
using full stops correctly. You are a star! 

Tyra C Foundation 
B 

Being a learner. Tyra used her reading strategies to assist her during our reading 
group. Keep up the good work Tyra! 

Zachary R Foundation 
C 

Being an excellent learner. Zach is using different strategies when reading more 
challenging texts.  

Senay T  1A 
Being a confident learner. Senay read the play ‘On The Farm’ by using fluency 
and expression.  

Vincent L 1B Being an amazing learner! Vincent wrote a great thank you letter to our 
community helpers who came to visit us. 

    Eleanor P 1C Being an enthusiastic learner! For the way she involves herself in classroom 
discussions. 

Michael S 2A Being respectful and responsible. Well done for being an active participant in 
partner and group work. 

Steven 2B Being respectful. Steven showed respect during Mrs Harrison’s writing talk and 
wrote a thoughtful letter to her afterwards. 

Ryan K 2C Being a learner by attempting all tasks during his transition back to school. Keep 
it up Ryan! 

Raniya T 3A Being an amazing reader! You made some great text to self connections and 
explained your thinking. 

Luca S 3B Being a confident learner to share his knowledge and strategies to help others. 

Anabella 3C Being great at concentrating and persisting towards the completion her 'vertical 
multiplication' tasks this week! Well done! 

Luca S 4A Being a focused learner. Your commitment to read regularly at home and in the 
classroom has been terrific. 

Will W 4B Being an organised learner. Well done on using your time wisely to complete 
your tasks to a great standard. You’ve made such a great improvement. 

Salina M 4C Being a learner and displaying a positive and enthusiastic approach towards 
building her understanding of new concepts. 

Jack W 5A Being an amazing learner. Jack created a fantastic poem book writing a range of 
different poems that we learnt in class. 

Chantelle 5B 

 

Being an excellent learner.  For her calm approach and conscientious effort to 
complete all tasks to a high standard. 

Danai K 6A For being an enthusiastic learner who consistently strives to improve her 
understanding and knowledge. 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK –Term Three: Weeks 5 and 6 



Mikaret T 6A For applying her knowledge of figurative language to write emotive and 
descriptive poetry   

Grace H 6B Being a responsible learner, well done for consistently putting in a great effort 
with all learning tasks, especially the amazing presentation of your poetry. 

Layla C  3C Performing 
Arts 

For being a responsible and respectful learner. Layla did an amazing job at 
learning a song on the keyboard and helping her friend. Keep up the great work! 

Finnegan R 2A Visual Arts  For being an awesome learner. Finnegan showed careful attention to detail while 
sketching a self-portrait during this week’s drawing masterclass. Keep up the 
great work 

Marcus-
Charles  D 1C 

Italian F-2 Being a positive and enthusiastic learner and always putting lots of effort into his 
Italian work. 

Janice L 6A Italian 3-6 Being a positive and learner and always trying her best with all class tasks. 

Tiffany Q PE  F-2 Being an amazing learner. For demonstrating respectful and positive behaviours 
throughout the lesson. Tiffany always tries her best during PE, displaying a 
positive attitude to learning.   

Evan P PE 3-6 Being a positive learner. For being persistent and not giving up throughout the 
lesson. I'm so proud of your growth Evan! 

 

Week 6: Monday 15th August - Friday 19th August 

STUDENT 
NAME  

 

GRADE AWARDED FOR 

Henry S Foundation 
A 

For demonstrating how to be a learner by making the number 9 in different ways, 
using the characters in the story ‘One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab’. Well done Henry! 

Henry P Foundation 
B 

For being a learner. Henry demonstrated fantastic skills in representing numbers 
in different ways through our, One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab activities. 

Maliah K Foundation 
C 

For being an amazing learner. Maliah your writing has improved greatly, you 
write neatly on the lines, use finger spaces and spell high frequency words 
correctly. Keep up the good work! 

Anika V 1A For being a confident learner. Anika persisted when writing a letter to Duncan 
explaining why the pink crayon quit.   

Chloe J 1B For being an amazing learner and settling into her new class well while making 
new friends! Well done Chloe, we love having you in 1B! 

Georgia R 1C For demonstrating different part-part-whole number facts when counting the 
feet of animals during Maths. 

Jake A 2A For being a learner. Jake, you confidently represented numbers in many different 
ways during our One is a Snail maths task. Well done! 

Inaya  2B For being respectful when supporting peers with different tasks. You are always 
positively and quietly helping others Inaya, it’s lovely! 

Josiah A 2C For being a confident learner. Josiah enthusiastically participated in our ‘One is a 
Snail, Ten is a Crab’ maths sessions, using fabulous maths talk. 



Donovan L 3A For being an enthusiastic learner in maths this week. Your use of multiplication 
strategies is amazing! 

Chloe D 3B For her dedication to consistently give her best and role model for her peers that 
effort = success! 

Murphy B 3C For being an awesome learner this week and settling into his new class with 
confidence! Welcome to 3C Murph! 

Tiffany L 4A Excellent post test spelling results. Your efforts to practise your words are paying 
off.   

Tessa S 4B For researching, writing and presenting such an excellent information report on 
the First Australians. Well done! 

Henry S 4C For being a learner and demonstrating the use of multiple efficient strategies to 
solve multiplication problems and being able to relate this to division. 

Lua K 5A  For being able to add and subtract fractions with different denominators and 
simplifying her answer.  

Neil 5B 

 

For fully engaging in his Reciprocal Reading Group, and offering his opinions and 
insights into texts.  

Kaan  6A For being a good role model by showing fair play, a sense of humour and good 
sportsmanship during our Comedy Games 

Setayesh E 6B For being an engaged learner and challenging herself in mathematical thinking 
and participating in open-ended problem-solving tasks. 

Srisowrya V 
5A 

Performing 
Arts For being a positive and enthusiastic learner. Srisowrya thoroughly enjoyed 

singing the song ‘See you Later Alligator’ and sang a verse solo during music this 
week.  Keep up the great energy!   

Marchelle A 
1B  

 

 Visual Arts  
For being an awesome learner. Marchelle did a fantastic job with collaging her 
base and creating bricks to her building during this week’s art class. Great job 
Marchelle! 

Aaron C 1A Italian F-2 For being a responsible learner and putting lots of effort into his work. 
Bravissimo! 

Astara S 5A Italian 3-6 For being an engaged learner and putting lots of effort into her work. Bravissima! 

Mark S PE  F-2 For being an amazing learner. Mark demonstrated great listening skills whilst 
actively participating during discussions. Keep up the good work!  

 

Ethan H PE 3-6 For being a positive learner. For being persistent and not giving up during our 
Gymnastics lesson. Ethan was respectful and demonstrated positive behaviours 
to our visitor. 

 

 

 



 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


