
 AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER #19 Friday December 12, 2025 
VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 
 
Avondale Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing 
of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for child abuse. 

  
 
 

Hello to our Avondale community, 

As we close the chapter on another school year, we 
want to take a moment to reflect on the achievements 
and highlights of 2025. The learning opportunities 
outlined in the newsletter capture the community 
connections we have made with students and families 
across 2025. The spirit of our school really was 
highlighted last Thursday evening with our Celebration 
evening.  

Thank you to Mrs Portelli and her volunteers for 
displaying this amazing collection to represent the 
Avondale Art Gallery. We are very proud of the 
amazing efforts of our students and were thoroughly entertained by the wonderful performances of our students on 
the stage supported by Mr Lumby and our classroom teachers. A big thank you to Team Kids for sponsoring the hire 
of the stage. The canteen also had lots of customers, purchasing items to add to their picnics. The icypoles, icecreams 
and cold drinks were just what was needed on our warm afternoon. Thanks to Di for organising this opportunity and 
to the volunteers who assisted with sales on the night. Our School Council members, in particular Lana vanRaay did an 
outstanding job of creating close over 25 hampers, pooling a range of vouchers and donations from our community 
for our annual raffle. Businesses who kindly supported this community event providing a range of donations were 
recognised on our Sponsor Board on the evening and have been included in our newsletter. We thank our families 
who also generously donated a variety of items, which added to our amazing hamper prizes and for attending our end 
of year celebration event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgement of Country IMPORTANT DATES 

TERM 4 2025 
Friday 12 December Assembly 8.50am 

2026 Student Leaders announced 
Monday 15 
December 

Last day for canteen orders- limited 
menu available 

Wednesday 17 
December 

Grade 6 Graduation - St Bernards 
Auditorium 

Thursday 18 
December 

Grade 6 Celebration Event 
Canteen Closed for recess/lunch orders 
except for Ice Creams and Icy Poles 
Semester 2 reports available to families 
on Compass 

Friday 19 December Canteen Closed 
Last day Term 4 
Gates open: 12.45pm 
Final assembly: 1pm 
Early dismissal: 1.15pm 

Monday 22 
December – Tuesday 
23 December 

Team Kids Vacation Care Program is 
available 

Monday 5 January 
2026 - Wednesday 
28 January 2026 

Team Kids Vacation Care Program is 
available 

Thursday 29 January 
2026 

First day for Foundation – Grade 6 
students 



RAFFLE WINNERS 

Bonnie H 1B 
 

Ilina P 3/4D 
 

Josie Bath 
3/4C 
 

Josh C  Dexter 2C 
 

Levi 5/6A 
 

Alysha 3/4B 
 

Mary P 
 

Piper K 3/4E 
 

Maxie L 5/6C 
 

Noah L 3/4E 
 

Danna M 2A 
 

Kosta 3/4D 
 

Tejansh 5/6D 
 

Mihi 2C 
 

Leila W 2C Taylor W 
5/6D 
 

Finn 5/6D 
 

Eliana 3/4D Will T 3/4B 
 

Aryan 5/6E 
 

Ayrton 2A Peter K 
 

 

 

We have important staffing updates to share with our school community. Cresta Harris has accepted a teaching 
position at another Victorian government school. Joseph Adams will be moving to a teaching position at another school 
in 2026. We thank them both for their contributions to our school community and wish them every success in at their 
new schools. Elly Blakeley will be taking a year’s leave to travel. We wish Elly safe and exciting adventures during this 
journey. Teriann Bryers is expecting her second child. Teriann will continue in her role in Term 1, next year before 
commencing family leave. Elle Kimpton and Sarah Chaouk are returning from family leave. We warmly welcome them 
back to our school community. All other staffing arrangements for 2026 will be shared with families next Friday. 

I am pleased to share my Principal contract has been renewed for an additional five years. The first five years has flown 
by and I have loved every moment of this journey. I am so looking forward to continuing to lead our amazing school 
into 2026 and beyond. Thank you to our community for your ongoing support. 

Our Grade 5 students did an outstanding job, preparing and presenting their Position of Responsibility speeches during 
week 8. We were so proud of the way they all embedded our school values of Responsibility, Respect and Learning 
into their speeches, presenting confidently to an audience consisting of peers, teachers and members of our School 
Leadership team.  

Our 2026 student leaders were presented with their certificates today in a special assembly this morning and will 
receive their badges next year. Congratulations to our 2026 Student Leaders! 

 



 

 
 

Meet and Greet Afternoon with families 
supported by Team Kids Coffee Van 
  

Open classrooms  
  
Parent/Carer/Guardian Teacher Conferences 
  
Student Semester Reports 

10-day Swimming Program – Grades 1, 2 and 
3 
  
Water Safety Program – Grades Foundation, 
Four, Five and Six 
  
Interschool Network Swimming Carnival 
  

STOMP dance workshops and celebration Buddies Program  Education Week open morning 
Summer and Winter 5/6 Gala days Harmony Day Scholastic Book Fairs  
In school events, Excursions and Camps: 

• Foundation – Wildlife Sidekicks, Werribee Zoo and Foundation Breakfast 
• Grade 1 – Tiny Chef, Super Science in Schools and Stay Late afternoon 
• Grade 2 – Tiny Chef and Lake Dewar Discovery Day Camp 
• Grade 3/4 - Scienceworks and Lady Northcote Camp 
• Grade 5/6 - Phillip Island Camp, Somers Camp and Life Education Talk About It’ program 

ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day  Lunchtime Clubs Grade 5/6 EKC visit  
Moonee Valley Youth Transition learning 
with Grade 6 students 

I Can Network – Imagination Club Athletics Day – Grades 3-6 

District Cross Country and District Athletics F - Grade 6 APS Sports Day  
  

Ascot Vale District Cross Country  

2025 HIGHLIGHTS 



Ongoing kinder visits to support Foundation 
transition from Term 2 

100 Days of School for Foundation students 
  

Walk to School Day & Month  

Book Week parade – ‘Book an Adventure’ R U OK Day 
  

Mothers, Fathers and Special Persons 
celebrations/open classrooms 

Grade 5/6 Basketball Gala event  
  

NAIDOC Week 
  

National Walk to School Day 
  

Rosehill Secondary College Open Day - Grade 
5/6 

Special Canteen Lunch orders each term 
  

National Day of Action Against Bullying and 
Violence 

Colour Explosion Fun Run 
  

Whole School Pyjama Day – supporting 
foster care 

CANTEEN Bandanna Day 

Victorian High Achievers Program (VHAP) sessions across each term and 
Masterclasses 

Team Kids Lunchtime Legends 

 

A reminder that, in conjunction with our Anaphylaxis Policy and promoting a consistent approach of students not 
sharing food at our school, class parties will focus on celebrating the end of the year with fun games and activities 
that will be organised with each grade. There will BE NO FOOD SHARING. This includes: 
• students not bringing food to share 
• parents not sending in food to share, and 
• teachers not purchasing food to share 

We appreciate your support in not attaching food items to cards to give to other students and thank you in advance 
for your support. 

Our school follows the Department of Education’s guidance that Thanks is Enough. Small tokens from students or 
families are welcome within the Gifts, Benefits and Hospitality Policy, but the most meaningful way to acknowledge 
staff is with your words of thanks.  

We will see many of our families at our end of year assembly on Friday, December 19 at 1pm to farewell our Grade six 
students. 

We look forward to continuing to build our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Learning. The future is bright 
and I am excited to see what we can accomplish together in 2026. On behalf of our leadership team, I thank each of 
you—students, staff, and families—for making this year one of growth, engagement and success. May your holidays 
be restful and full of happiness and may the new year bring fresh opportunities and continued achievement. 

 

Avondale PS School Improvement Team 
Jill, Jenna, Sarah, Teriann and Frances 

 

Term 4 2025 Monday 6 October - Friday 19 December 
Friday 19 December: Assembly: 1.00PM.       Early Dismissal: 1.15PM 

 

 

Term 1 2026 Wednesday 28 January -Thursday 2 April 
Curriculum Day: Wednesday 28 January 
ALL students start school Thursday 29 January 

Term 2 2026 Monday 20 April - Friday 26 June 
Student Free Day: Friday 22 May 

Term 3 2026 
 

Monday 13 July - Friday 18 September 
Student Free Day: Wednesday 19 August 

Term 4 2026 
 

Monday 5 October - Friday 18 December 
Student Free Day: Monday 2 November 

 
 
 
 

2025 TERM DATES & CURRICULUM DAYS 

2026 TERM DATES & CURRICULUM DAYS 



There will be maintenance works occurring before the end of term and over the school holidays. Asbestos removal is 
scheduled for removal over the weekend, between 13/12/2025 – 14/12/2025 in the maintenance building at the rear 
of the school. I want to assure you that our school is safe. The health and safety of our school community is paramount, 
and we are working with the Victorian School Building Authority and independent occupational hygienists to 
appropriately manage this work. A licensed removalist has been engaged to remove the materials. The removalist will 
be supervised by an independent occupational hygienist, who will also conduct air monitoring. 
 
Roof works will also be completed on Learning Community 3 and Learning Community 4 throughout the school 
holidays. This work will not impact on the Team Kids vacation care program, with works occurring on Learning 
Community 3 on scheduled excursion days. To ensure everyone’s safety and the timely completion of works, it is 
important that the school and neighbouring community members are not on the school grounds during these works. 

 
This year, the 2025 Student Representative Council regularly collected feedback from our fellow peers to help make 
decisions in the school. We brainstormed ideas to help the school community raise money for children in need. This 
included our whole school Pyjama Day, where we raised $909 for children in foster care and Bandanna Day, where 
we raised $700 for young people facing cancer.  
 
Student Representative Council members also surveyed their classes about special lunch orders each term. We are 
grateful for all Student Representative Council members who helped this year and can’t wait to see what next year’s 
Student Representative Council is able to achieve.                                                                By Stephano and Nicola 5/6D 

 
From 10 December 2025, the Online Safety Amendment (Social Media Minimum Age) Act 2024 will take effect, 
preventing young people under 16 will not be allowed to create or hold accounts on certain social media platforms.  
This legislation will require social media platforms to: 
· prevent children and young people under 16 from having a social media account 
· deactivate or freeze existing accounts held by people under 16. 
 
Being logged into an account increases the exposure under-16s have to design features that encourage them to spend 
more time on screens, while serving up content that can harm their health and wellbeing. The delay is an opportunity 
for them to build real world connections, digital literacy skills and resilience. 
Most popular social media platforms will be age restricted. These include Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, X 
(formerly Twitter), Reddit, YouTube among other platforms. 
 
Parents and carers play an important role in supporting their children to be safe online. To help get under 16s ready 
for the social media minimum age requirements, you can go to the eSafety website to learn more about the social 
media age restrictions and find tips on how to talk about social media age restrictions with young people. 
Information and resources to support parents and carers, and young people to prepare for the change are available at 
eSafety's Social media age restrictions hub. 
Visit eSafety.gov.au. 
 
If you or your family is impacted by this change, information and support is available at the eSafety Commissioner 
website, which includes frequently asked questions, tips and resources for talking about social media restrictions and 
dealing with the change.  
 
At our school, all age-restricted social media platforms are blocked for student use on the school network. Our 
school allows student access to YouTube in a logged-out state. However, this access is restricted so mature content 
cannot be viewed. 
 
To keep up to date about the new social media age restrictions, visit the eSafety website and subscribe to their 
newsletter. 

MAINTENANCE WORKS  

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 2025  

SOCIAL MEDIA MINIMUM AGE RESTRICTIONS  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/social-media-age-restrictions#faqs
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/social-media-age-restrictions/conversation-starters


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Avondale Heights Library love welcoming children into the library to explore, learn and enjoy their wonderful resources 
and collections. The library is a place for curiosity and discovery, and they are delighted to see so many young readers 
making it part of their routine. 
 
To ensure every child’s safety, they have asked that we remind families that children under 10 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult at all times while in the library. This helps maintain a safe and supportive environment 
where children can enjoy their time with the guidance of their parents or caregivers. 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT SUPERVISION: AVONDALE HEIGHTS LIBRARY 



When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are essential 
to creating school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive.  

At Avondale Primary School all students are expected to be respectful, safe, and engaged. These behaviours help make 
our school a place where everyone can achieve their best. As a parent, carer or guardian you play a vital role in helping 
your child/ren to understand and meet shared behaviour expectations. 

Students meet behaviour expectations by being: 

Respectful  

• Following staff instructions and school rules/expectations 
• Caring for school property and others’ belongings 
• Using respectful language 

Safe 

• Keeping themselves and others safe from harm 
• Speaking up or seeking help from an adult if they or someone else is being treated unfairly 
• Only bringing safe and necessary items to school 

Engaged 

• Going to school every day, being on time, and ready to learn 
• Taking part, doing their best, and asking for help when they need 
• Knowing and following the school’s policies, including the mobile phone policy  

Avondale Primary School is supporting our students to meet these expectations by: 

Respectful 

• Teaching and demonstrating school rules and positive behaviour expectations to students 
• Explicitly teaching, modelling and acknowledging expected respectful behaviour 
• Engaging collaboratively and positively with all students, parents and carers 

Safe 

• Having clear policies and procedures to prevent and respond to bullying and keep students safe 
• Offering additional supports to students proactively and supporting students to speak up and seek help 
• Proactively identifying and addressing problems to maintain a physically, socially and culturally safe school 

environment 
Engaged 

• Delivering evidence-based, inclusive education that meets the needs of all students 
• Empowering students to have a say in decisions that affect their learning and school life 
• Building strong, trusting relationships to ensure all students feel seen, heard and valued 

How parents and carers can help 

By modelling and encouraging positive behaviour, you help your child/ren build the skills and habits they need to be 
successful at school. This can include:  

Respectful 

• Knowing the school’s expectations and supporting them at home 
• Modelling respectful behaviour in how you speak to and about school staff, families, and others both in person 

and online 
• Making use of the school’s processes to raise and resolve concerns early 

Safe 

• Working together with staff if your child is having problems at school to understand and resolve the issue 
• Ensuring your child knows it is okay to ask for help from a trusted adult at school 
• Ensuring your child stays safe online by talking with them and addressing concerns early 

 

RESPECTFUL, SAFE, ENGAGED:  SHARED EXPECTATIONS  
TO SUPPORT STUDENT BEHAVIOUR 

https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-behaviours-within-school-community-policy#building-a-positive-relationship-with-your-school


Engaged 

• Helping your child to attend school every day - every day counts 
• Communicating with school staff and working together to support your child’s learning and wellbeing 
• Talking with your child about their day and how they are feeling and encouraging their learning by noticing 

their effort and progress 

The Respectful, safe, engaged: shared expectations to support student behaviour statement is available on the 
department’s website. Further information, resources and support are available at Supporting positive behaviour in 
Victorian government schools.  

 

 
 

AISING UPDATE 
A new school year is an exciting time for students and families, but it can be a big step – particularly for those starting 
Foundation, secondary school or VCE. The Department of Education has a webpage with resources and information to 
help you prepare for the new school year. During the school holidays, please consider reading through the resources, 
which include: 

• tips to help transition from kinder to Foundation, primary to secondary school, and Year 10 to VCE 
• what to expect at school 
• help with school costs and fees 
• health and wellbeing guidance to support children’s mental health. Please refer to the New year of learning 

webpage. 

 

 

 

 WEBPAGE TO HELP FAMILIES PREPARE FOR A NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Frespectful-safe-engaged-shared-expectations-support-student-behaviour&data=05%7C02%7CMiriam.Lewis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C9110554343934d5c63cf08de0c37ffb7%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638961631834156634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aHaxg1%2B3PcVFZG8XvH0tEkC5UTJ6VXhaSz3a%2BsmMEsg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fsupporting-positive-behaviour-schools&data=05%7C02%7CMiriam.Lewis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4142cbe01bbe4065d98408de0bb0fe52%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638961051976480997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V2iU73L2Z5CXj6kVooL3ahH0Xp5dRSnzOFd2115YyX4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fsupporting-positive-behaviour-schools&data=05%7C02%7CMiriam.Lewis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4142cbe01bbe4065d98408de0bb0fe52%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638961051976480997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V2iU73L2Z5CXj6kVooL3ahH0Xp5dRSnzOFd2115YyX4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.vic.gov.au/new-year-learning


We are seeking second hand uniform donations to stock our Second Hand uniform shop. If your child/ren have 
outgrown any school clothing and you would like to donate these items, please drop off at the front office. We thank 
you for your support. Term 1 dates for the Second Hand Uniform Shop will be communicated with families at the 
beginning of the 2026 school year. All unclaimed and unnamed uniform items in our lost property boxes will be 
donated to the second hand uniform shop at the end of the term. 
 

 

 

Our Volunteer Morning Tea was our chance to say a big thank you for everything our volunteers do for our school 
community. Our School Captains shared the following speech with our volunteers - We see every day how much you 
give, from helping in classrooms, supporting at events, helping in the canteen and volunteering on excursions.  

Your time, energy and kindness make a huge difference to us as students. You help create opportunities, make learning 
fun and show us what community really means. From helping with reading groups to running sausage sizzles, from 
cheering us on at sports days to organising special events, you make our school feel like home. 

On behalf of all the students, we want to say thank you. So please enjoy this morning tea, it’s a small way of showing 
our appreciation for the big impact you have. We are truly grateful, and we hope you feel proud of the difference you 
make every day. 

 
Student safety at Avondale Primary School is our highest priority and the safe and appropriate supervision of students 
is an important element of our duty of care to students. Part of this duty is ensuring parents and students are aware 
of our student supervision arrangements before and after school.   
 

Before school: School grounds are supervised from 8:30am when gates are unlocked for students to enter the school.  
After school: School grounds are supervised from 3:15pm until 3:30pm.    
 
Students on school grounds outside these times are not supervised (unless they are attending our Team Kids before 
or after school care program or supervised extracurricular activity).   
 
To support us in maintaining a safe environment for our students, adults, including parents, are NOT permitted to 
enter or use student toilets.  There are separate facilities available for adults in the main Administration Building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP DONATIONS 

VOLUNTEER MORNING TEA 

SAFETY & SUPERVISION AT SCHOOL INFORMATION 



 

.   

 

At Avondale Primary School, we prioritise regular school attendance. We work with families to ensure students are in 
class with their peers and teachers and enjoying all the benefits that brings. Attending school every day means 
experiencing what counts – the learning, friendship, fun and opportunities that can shape your child’s future. 

We understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school, however, to ensure minimal disruption 
to their education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental appointments outside of school time. 
If your child is well enough to attend but is worried about friendships, schoolwork or assessment, please encourage 
them to come to school. Avoiding school can make these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern of 
behaviour.  

If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher or a member of the School Improvement Team 
so we can work together to support them. We know that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to get 
your children to school. If your child must miss school, notify us as soon as possible via Compass.  

For more information about the importance of everyday attendance, see Attendance and Missing School. 
Remember, Every Day Counts.  

Please log into Compass and address any unexplained absences your child may have. If families need assistance, please 
send an email to the school email address avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call the office on 9318- 1755. This 
helps to keep our attendance data up to date and accurate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVERY DAY COUNTS: THE IMPORTANCE OF REGULAR SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

https://www.vic.gov.au/attendance-and-missing-school
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TEAM KIDS 



 
 

Get ready for a summer packed with new adventures, hands-on activities, and memories your child will talk about long 
after the break - all with TeamKids at Avondale Primary School! 
  
Here’s what you and your child can look forward to: 
• Unique adventures every single day 
• Value-packed programs 
• Screen-free FUN 
• Delicious and nutritious morning & afternoon snacks 
• CCS-approved care 
  
📌📌 See what’s happening→ https://downloads.teamkids.com.au/avondale-primary.pdf 
🔗🔗 Book NOW → https://www.teamkids.com.au/venues/avondale-primary-oshc-6/ 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.teamkids.com.au%2Favondale-primary.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7C5925c939820343d381c108de2c9cbf13%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638997249203470578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=odW2saQlMaZ12qFUow0c7p%2FO4A3Eshppxd4I1cqYf54%3D&reserved=0
https://www.teamkids.com.au/venues/avondale-primary-oshc-6/


 

Our Foundation students visited Werribee Zoo yesterday and had an amazing day! They enjoyed a ride on the 
safari bus, taking in all the incredible animals up close. Students also took part in a Connections to Culture 
workshop, learning about animals, their environments, and the cultures connected to them. We also explored the 
brand-new elephant enclosure, which was a definite highlight. It was a wonderful day full of learning, excitement 
and memorable experiences! 

 

 

  

  

Celebration of 2026 Learning 
and Specialist Classes 



 

The Grade One students learned so many new things, from new letter sounds, to writing using descriptive 
language, to exploring multiplication, division, and 3D shapes. It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow 
across all areas of learning. 

We also had a fantastic time at our end of year celebration! The students enjoyed dancing, singing, and spending 
time with their friends and families. It was a joyful way to finish a great year together.  

  

  



 

 

 

 

Our Grade Twos have had a wonderful year. They’ve enjoyed learning, working together and trying new things 
throughout 2025. They had an amazing time performing “Golden” at the school concert. The students did a great 
job and had lots of fun sharing their hard work with families and friends. 
 

 

 



 

Grade 3/4: Desk Top Drumming Performance 

Our opening act was a massive hit! It was wonderful to see our unique and creative efforts come alive in front of 
our family and friends. Thank you to our families for supporting our students to noisily practise at home. Thank 
you to our students for building on their understanding that success takes patience, time and effort. We are proud 
of the way that our students persisted to learn the beats and how they adjusted to coordinate with over one 
hundred other students to keep to the rhythm and beat. Definitely an experience our students will fondly 
remember for many years to come.  
 

Rehearsal shots  

 

 



 

 

The Big Success: 

 

 



We have had a fantastic couple of weeks as we reach the end of Term 4 in Grade 5/6. Students have had the 
opportunity to share their Passion Projects (non-fiction text) with their peers and celebrate all the hard work they 
have put into these throughout the year. They have been acting out the scripts they planned, drafted and published 
with a small group and showed so much enthusiasm in bringing their writing to life. Lastly, they have had the chance 
to meet up with their buddy class and read the picture story books they created for their buddies. It was amazing 
seeing the younger students' faces light up when they realised the story was about them.  We are so proud of the 
hard work and creativity the students have shown in writing, what an amazing way to finish the year! 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 



  
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Science 

Across all year levels students have been excitedly wrapping up our Biological Sciences units, exploring animals, 
their features, and the ways they survive in different environments. 
 
In Foundation, we have been learning that scientists classify animals based on their features. We focused on the 
difference between vertebrates and invertebrates, and students had a great time exploring many different 
animals. They then applied their knowledge by creating an animal profile that included a labelled diagram of their 
chosen animal and its features. Students were very excited to take these home to share with their families as we 
have spent a lot of time this year practising our labelled diagrams!  

The grade 1/2s have been exploring the habitats of animals and investigating their needs. Students completed a 
directed drawing on Chimpanzee’s and Sea Turtles and created a habitat that ensured that the animals' needs 
have been met. They had to consider the right conditions, environment and food sources.  

The Grade 3/4 students have been learning about detritivores and decomposers, as well as invasive species. 
Students conducted some research on invasive species, such as the European Rabbit, Red fox, Cane Toad, Feral 
Pig, European Carp and the Red Imported Fire ants. They learnt important research skills by cross-checking 
information sources against various websites to ensure they had the most up-to-date data and information. They 
learn about the complications of introducing these animals and insects to native land and strategies that have 
been used to reduce the impact of the invasive species on the ecosystem.  
 
In Grade 5/6, we looked at the process of fossilisation and how fossils help us understand changes in our world. 
Students also finished publishing their Design an Animal research projects. It was a real highlight of our term, and 
it was amazing to see students use what they know about environments and adaptations to create such incredible 
animals.  
 



  

  



  

 

 



 

 

  



  

  



  

Physical Education 
Students have enjoyed wrapping up the year, revisiting their favourite sports and games. Students have had the 
opportunity to create their own games whilst others were able to apply new and modified rules to their current 
activities. Students had a strong focus on teamwork and inclusion to increase the overall fun of the lesson.  

 

 

 

Visual Arts 

Thank you to Mrs Portelli and her volunteers for displaying this amazing collection to represent the Avondale Art 
Gallery. We are very proud of the amazing efforts of our students.  



 

 

  

  



  

Performing Arts 

A huge thank you to the students who have been demonstrating their creative skills in our Performing Arts jamming 
sessions. We have utilised all of the musical instruments in our space to create wonderful combinations of sound 
and rhythm. Lyrics have accompanied many performances which has taken our jamming to a new level. Next year 
is looking very promising with all of these budding musicians doing their best. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When parents, carers and school staff work together as one team, our 
students do better. Everyone at school, particularly staff and 
parents/carers, play a role in making school a better place for learning and 
work. 
 
Parents, carers and school staff have a relationship that can last many years. 
This is an opportunity to work together to create a positive relationship in 
the best interests of your child. When this relationship is built on respect 
and trust, students learn better and feel like they belong in the school.  

Every member of our school community has a right to feel safe and be 
protected. The department’s Respectful Behaviours within the School 
Community Policy describes the positive behaviour expected from parents, 
carers, and other adults in Victorian school communities. The policy sets 
clear standards of behaviour to create a safe, respectful, and inclusive 
learning environment for students, staff and adults. 

There are also resources to support safe and respectful relationships in our 
school community, including information about getting involved in the 
school, advice on how to raise a concern or complaint, and parenting 

support resources. You can find the policy and these resources here. You may also see a new poster up around our 
school, promoting positive behaviour.  

For more information on how to engage positively with our school, please contact Jill Benham, Principal. 

 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Annabelle Foundation A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always giving your best effort and approaching every class 
activity with a positive attitude. 

Liam  Foundation B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being responsible, sharing, and being kind to others. 

Mila R Foundation C Learning For putting amazing effort into her Memory Book. 

Amelia C 1A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For the positive way she embraced our school concert 
performance! 
 

Sebastian B  1B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being a kind and helpful class member, always ready to 
support others.  

Arthur 
 

1C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For doing such amazing work with his handwriting when 
writing a letter to your Grade 2 teacher this week. Well done 
Arthur!  

Tom A 2A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For collaborating well with others and being a kind and 
respectful classmate. Great Work!  
 

RESPECTFUL SCHOOL COMMUNITIES 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – Term Four: Week Nine 



Leon M 2B Responsibility 
Learning 

For showing courage and confidence while sharing his culture, 
even when he felt nervous. Keep it up Leon! 

Mika D 2C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For actively participating in readers theatre and demonstrating 
confidence when presenting to an audience. Well done! 

Kai C 3/4A Responsibility 
Learning 

For taking risks and sharing your understanding and ideas with 
the class, proving to yourself….. You Got This!!! 

Tarik Y 3/4B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For demonstrating impressive focus and perseverance typing 
his explanation report. Amazing effort!  

Quinn C 3/4C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

Thank you for being a great Avondale student. Wishing you all 
the best at your new school.  

Connor O 3/4D Responsibility 
Learning 

For confidently and diligently learning the desktop drumming 
for our end of year performance. 
 

All of 3/4E 3/4E Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For working so hard on your story books on inclusion. Every 
session every member of our class is on task, helping each 
other and looking for ways to improve their work. Well done to 
every single one of you! 

Aleyna D 5/6A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For consistently trying your best in all areas and listening 
intently to instructions on how to approach new learning 
concepts. Well done and keep being inquisitive!  

Emily A 5/6B 
 

Learning For demonstrating wonderful creativity and humour in her 
letter to Santa. Her clever personal touches and expressive 
style demonstrated a strong, engaging author’s voice. You 
could easily be an author Em! 

Natasha A 5/6C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For consistently demonstrating leadership and our school 
values by being inclusive and supportive of others! 

Dean T 5/6D Responsibility 
Learning 

For your amazing focus and determination to complete your 
written script ready for performances next week even though 
your partner was away. 

Jenson 5/6E Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For reflecting on your learning and using feedback to improve 
your work in a meaningful way. 

 
 

 
 

 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Noah 
3/4E 

Performing 
Arts 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

Thank you for your grand smile and enthusiasm in performing 
arts. It is so wonderful to see your joy. 

SPECIALIST AWARDS – Term Four: Week Nine 



Mila R 
Foundation C 

Science  
F-2 

Learning For coming to every Science lesson with an enthusiastic attitude, 
ready to learn through sharing your ideas and working with 
others. Amazing work Mila! 

Will  
3/4B 

Science  
3-6 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For having a strong understanding of consumers in ecosystems. 
You articulated your knowledge of imbalances in an ecosystem 
concisely. Well done! 

Thomas S  
Foundation B 

AUSLAN 
F-2 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For demonstrating very good listening skills, helping others in the 
classroom and for perfectly signing many new words during our 
Auslan sessions this term. Thomas is always keen to learn new 
signs and participates well in all class activities. 

Leila H  
3/4D 

AUSLAN 
3-6 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For completing an outstanding ‘weekend re-tell’ during our 
Auslan assessment session. Leila’s clear signing and 
fingerspelling demonstrated a thorough account of her busy 
activities over a long weekend. Well done, Leila! 

Luca D.L.  
 2B 

PE   
F-2 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For coming to the lesson ready to learn. Well Done on being a 
great listener and for trying your best during the lesson. 

Alfie  
3/4 

 

PE  
3-6 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always being a great leader and role-model for those around 
you. Well Done on a great year in PE. 

Aziah  
3/4 

PE  
3-6 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always being a great leader and role-model for those around 
you. Well Done on a great year in PE. 

 
 

 

 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Alessandra Foundation A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For collaborating well with others and being a kind and 
respectful class member. Keep up the great work! 

Matteo Foundation B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always showing our school values. Keep it up Matteo! 

Eira Foundation C Responsibility For always demonstrating our school value of respect in the 
classroom. 

Antonella 1A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For creating a great art piece after reading, ‘George the Wizard’. 
 

Mahi A  1B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For showing persistence and always having a go when 
completing tasks.  

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – Term Four: Week Ten 



Lucas 1C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For showing great teamwork this week when playing games with 
others by being patient and listening well to others. Keep it up 
Lucas!  

Gabriel T 2A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being a helpful member of the grade showing that you are 
organised and ready to learn. Keep up the great work! 
 

Sotiri A 2B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always listening carefully, showing great respect, and being a 
wonderful member of 2B. Your positive attitude makes our class 
brighter every day. Keep shining! 

Mihi S 2C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For joining the class on the mat for explicit instruction time and 
participating in a class discussion. Keep it up Mihi! 

Gerard H 3/4A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For showing all the school values through his respect for the 
rules in class, responsibility in always making sure everything he 
uses is returned where it belongs, and for proving what a great 
learner he is this Semester! Be proud Gerard!  

3/4B 3/4B Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For a brilliant year filled with hard work, kindness and 
determination. You have all been valued members of 3/4B and 
should be very proud of all your achievements.     

Caroline T 3/4C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For the way that she expresses kindness and respect to her 
teachers and peers. Thank you for your beautiful smile and 
willingness to try new things.  

3/4D 3/4D Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For an amazing year of learning! I am proud of how far you have 
all come! 
 

Angus M 3/4E Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always showing kindness to his classmates, working hard to 
improve himself and always having a go at sharing his ideas. Well 
done! 

Billy H 5/6A Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always putting in a solid effort with his work tasks and his 
willingness to listen and take on suggestions on how to enhance 
his presentations. Well done and keep it up! 

Raniya 5/6B 
 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For consistently showing respect towards your peers and 
teachers, and for working hard to create thoughtful and detailed 
notes about every member of our class. Well done Raniya! 

Alex T 5/6C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For your confident presentation of your biography about your 
dad. Well done Alex! 

Summer G 5/6D Responsibility 
Learning 

For your fantastic acting skills in our script presentations and 
taking the initiative to prompt your friends when they forgot a 
line. 

Jessica 5/6E Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For displaying a mature and reflective approach to your learning, 
taking responsibility for your progress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

STUDENT 
NAME  

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Dexter W 
3/4C 

Performing 
Arts 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

Thank you for focusing on your jamming session in Performing 
Arts to create such beautiful music. Your enthusiasm has been 
fabulous! 

Ashley V  
5/6B 

 Visual 
Arts  

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For her assistance and dedication throughout the year in the Art 
room. Thank you so much.  
 

Riya B  
5/6E 

 Visual Arts Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For your assistance and dedication in the Art room. Thank you 
so much.  

Sebastian  
1B 

Science  
F-2 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being respectful towards his peers and teachers and 
ensuring our working environment is left tidy and clean.  

Ajay R 
34E 

Science  
3-6 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For being a supportive class member and ensuring his peers are 
organised with the right tools for learning.  

Matteo L  
Foundation B 

PE   
F-2 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always being a positive learner and coming to each lesson 
ready to try your best. 

Jaime-Lea  
3/4E 

PE  
3-6 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning 

For coming to the lesson ready to learn and give all tasks a go. 
Well Done on displaying the school values throughout the whole 
session. 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION 



 

  



 

 


���� Moonee Valley Knights Announcement 
���� 
 

With the season winding down, we’re already planning 
ahead to develop our squads and build on the strong 

foundation we’ve created. 
 

For 2026, we’re aiming to field teams from U7 through 
U16 at the Wallabies and Kangaroos level 
����. 

 

������ Tryouts will be held in October (date TBA) 

 
Stay tuned for details — this is your chance to join an 

amazing club and be part of the Knights family! 
���
��� 
 


��� Register your Expression of Interest (EOI) now 
through the link. 

https://www.jotform.com/assign/251867897256073/2
51870348880061 

 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jotform.com%2Fassign%2F251867897256073%2F251870348880061&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7C52c258cf6219447e4deb08dde37ca045%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638916846585037119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DIKXo4BUlOSg6f0bWO8HiQMx29AeRtLeilrYgxbz%2FM4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jotform.com%2Fassign%2F251867897256073%2F251870348880061&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7C52c258cf6219447e4deb08dde37ca045%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638916846585037119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DIKXo4BUlOSg6f0bWO8HiQMx29AeRtLeilrYgxbz%2FM4%3D&reserved=0


 

 

  



  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Immerse Drama Holiday Program 
Workshops: Monday, 19 January – Wednesday, 21 January, 

9.30am - 3.30pm 
 

Performance: Wednesday 21 January, 3.30pm 
Maximum group size is 25. 

Suitable for ages 6–10 
 

Step into the wild with a three-day Safari-themed holiday 
adventure at the Clocktower presented by Immerse Drama!  
Children will create characters, craft jungle props, and build 

their own story in a playful guided performance. From 
rapping parrots to sneaky crocodiles – imagination leads the 

way!  
 

Parents and friends are invited to the final showcase as the 
jungle adventure comes to life onstage. 

 
$185 per participant for three-day program.  

Book at clocktowercentre.com.au/immerse-drama-holiday-
program/ 
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