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Hello to our Avondale community,  
 
What a fabulous way to celebrate 2023, with our 
celebration event last Thursday evening. Our families 
had a great time catching up, enjoying a picnic dinner, 
engaging in our annual F-6 art show and were amazed 
by the art work created by our student artists that could 
easily have been displayed in its own section at the 
National Gallery of Victoria. Thank you to Mrs Portelli 
and her volunteers for displaying this amazing 
collection. We were all thoroughly entertained by the 
wonderful performances of our students on the stage. 
A big thank you to Team Kids for sponsoring the hire of the stage and providing the outdoor games for families 
to enjoy. The canteen also had lots of customers, purchasing some items to add to their picnics. Thanks also to 
Di for organising this opportunity and to her volunteers for helping with sales on the night. Our Fundraising team, 
Janelle, Claudia, Annerley and Lana did an outstanding job of creating 37 hampers, pooling a range of vouchers 
and donations from our community for our annual raffle.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday 12 

December 

 

Grade 6 to Year 7 transition 
day- Government schools 

Thursday 14 

December 

 

Grade 6 Graduation 
Ceremony 

Friday 15 December 
 

Grade 6 Celebration Day 
 
Last Canteen Day for 2023 

Monday 18 
December 
 

2024 Positions of 
Responsibility Whole school 
Assembly - 9am 
 

Parent Helper/Volunteer 
Morning Tea ï 10.50am 

Semester Two reports open 
on Compass 

Tuesday December 
19 
 

2024 Grades Step up day 

Wednesday 
December 20 

Last day term 4, 2023 
Whole school Assembly at 
1.00pm 
 
Early finish 1.15pm 



Our Student Representative Council recorded some of the major highlights of their year. Thank you to Mrs Carroll 
and Miss Ferraro, for leading our SRC this year, promoting many opportunities for student voice and agency. We 
would also like to acknowledge the active participation and contributions made by all of our student leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Grade 5 students did such a great job presenting their Position of Responsibility speeches, we are so proud 
of the way they all embedded our school values of Responsibility, Respect and Learning into the examples they 
shared with us. They demonstrated confidence and persistence in presenting their ideas to an audience consisting 
of peers, teachers and Jenna, myself. We look forward to announcing these student leadership positions next 
week, at a special whole school assembly on Monday, December 18 at 9am. 
 
Thank you to Di and our volunteers for organising our delicious special lunch of spring rolls and dumplings. This 
raised $508.77. We thank our students and staff for supporting this event. 
 
We have finalised our 2024 grade structure, with 21 grades and four specialist classes. 
Foundation: 4 classes 
Grade 1: 3 Classes 
Grade 2: 3 Classes 
Grade 3: 3 Classes 
Grade 4: 3 Classes 
Grade 5/6: 5 Classes 
 
Specialist Subjects 
LOTE ï AUSLAN 
Science 
The Arts ï Visual Arts and Performing Arts 
Physical Education 
 
Following on from the information shared in our previous newsletter, we are excited to confirm with our school 

community that in 2024, Auslan will be taught to all students from Foundation to Grade 6. This will replace our 

existing Italian Language Program and has been communicated with our students. The Auslan Victorian 

Curriculum provides direction for an integrated, inclusive and meaningful approach to language education for both 

first and second language learners, opportunities for engagement with the Deaf community and opportunities to 

develop intercultural capabilities, understanding and respect for others, appreciation of diversity and openness to 

different perspectives and experiences. We would like to thank and acknowledge the work of the Education 

Subcommittee in reviewing our Language Program, including surveying students, staff and families and reviewing 

school level and local council data.  We look forward to engaging our school community in our Auslan journey in 

2024. 

Staffing Update in 2024 
Staffing is currently being finalised for 2024. Following our step up session, next Tuesday, December 19, we will 

send a Compass notification to share our staffing arrangements for 2024.  

Ms Kim Guthrie officially retired in November, 2023. Mrs Carol Broadhurst is officially retiring on January 30, 

2024. We thank both Kim and Carol for their outstanding contribution to education with over thirty years of 

working with the Department of Education, many of these years teaching at Avondale Primary School. 



We would like to thank and acknowledge staff who have worked with us and are leaving Avondale PS at the end 

of 2023. Simmin Almassi, Pilar Martinez, Rosemary Nojdek, Claire Sturrock and Dorothy Cheney. Christopher 

Stewart will also be taking leave in 2024. 

We also welcome our new staff for 2024 - David Boston, Elly Blakely, Drew Gordon, Amy Lane and Karen 

Mackintosh. We are excited to have them onboard! Elle Kimpton will also be returning from family leave in 2024. 

Have a lovely time with family and friends over the school holidays. 

Stay safe, stay healthy, 
Jill Benham, Principal and Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal 

 

 

A big thank you to our families for supporting our End of Year Celebration raffle by selling/purchasing tickets or 

donating items for prizes. We raised a total of $ 5,923.00. 

Team Kids Rainbow Meats Luna Park Ballarat Wildlife Park 

F45 Essendon GoodLife Quest Apartments Museum Victoria 

Wok Hei Restaurant Zone Bowling Go Climb Zoos Victoria 

The Lume Australian Sports 

Museum  

Keilor East Leisure 

Centre 

Anchor Fish Bar & Grill 

Inflatable World Bounce Nelson Alexander  
 

RAFFLE WINNERS 

1. Ben FA 2. Violeta 3. Isabel 5/6A 4. Luca 4A 5. Alicia 1A 

6. Sophia 4C 7. Emilia FB 8. Cara 4B 9. Harrison 

5/6B 

10. Murad 3C 

11. Tom & Emily 

FA 

12. Chase 5/6C 13. Chloe 2C 14. Violeta 15. Ali 5/6D 

16. Andrew 2C 17. Yuli 18. Brown 

family 

19. Christian 

2A 

20. Taylor 5/6A 

21. Phoebe 2C 22. Sandin 4B 23. Jas 5/6C 24. Maika 5/6E 25. Nazley 

26. Konstantina 

1B 

27. Abigail  28. Paris 29. Ryan 30. Lola 5/6B  

31. Pasha 1B 32. Jennifer 33. Samuel 34. Melek 35. Chloe D 

36. Kevin 5/6C 37. Jess K  

 

 
School Council have approved the following Curriculum Days for 2024. 

× Term 1: Monday 29 January and Tuesday 30 January   

Students begin school on Wednesday 31 January 

× Term 2: Wednesday 22 May 

× Term 3: Friday 9 August  

× Term 4: Monday 4 November 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION RAFFLE 

2024 CURRICULUM DAYS  



 

 

 
Avondale Primary School is looking forward to another great year of learning and we would like to advise you of 
details in relation to our voluntary financial contributions for 2024. 
 
Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian Curriculum and we want to assure you 
that all contributions are voluntary.  Parent contributions continue to provide an important and critical source of funding 
which enables us to supply resources necessary to maximise successful delivery of our learning programs.  The 
ongoing support of our families ensures that our school can offer the best possible education and support for our 
students.  We want to thank you for your continued support of Avondale Primary School, whether thatôs through 
paying the voluntary contributions, fundraising or volunteering your time.  This has made a huge difference to our 
school and the programs we can offer. 
 
NO PAYMENT IS REQUIRED AT THIS STAGE 
Further information will be provided to you in the new year via Compass post notifying you of when payment can be 
processed through Compass portal.  

TEAM KIDS 

PARENT PAYMENTS 2024 



 
We held our final meeting for 2023 last week. The following were endorsed/ ratified accordingly:  

¶ Refund Policy 

¶ 2024 Indicative Budgets Summary Report 

¶ 2024 Parent Payment Arrangements  

 
The Sydney Street gate has had a code lock installed on it. Families attending Team Kids will be given the code to 

access the gate before and after school hours. Just a reminder to all families that supervision in the school yard begins 

at 8:30am. No student should be unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are attending Team Kids. The 

code lock helps us to ensure only Avondale families are accessing the school before and after school, when the yard is 

no longer supervised. Thank you for your support in keeping the gate closed. 

Team Kids will be operating a vacation care over the January school holidays. The school is not open to the general 
public at any time. 

 

All students are expected to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears (legionnaire, broad-brimmed 

or bucket hat) whenever they are outside during mid-August to the end of April.  Thank you for supporting 

this initiative and reminding your child/ren to wear their hats every day. Our students are doing a great job 

of wearing their hats each day ï WELL DONE! 

 

 

 

We have noticed that students are arriving at school prior to 8:30am. 

Just a reminder to all families that supervision in the school yard begins 

at 8:30am. No student should be unaccompanied in the yard prior to this 

time unless they are attending Team Kids. 

Please ensure that you are not walking through the school car park when 

arriving and exiting the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

TEAM KIDS ï SYDNEY STREET GATE 

SUNSMART POLICY ï NO HAT, NO PLAY 

SAFETY AND SUPERVISION  



 

The Foundation students have enjoyed our inquiry topic this term, delving into the fascinating world of 
animals and their habitats. To celebrate our learning, students designed dioramas featuring their favourite 
animals and their habitats. Grade 4 buddies worked with their Foundation students to design their 
dioramas. The students took great pride in showcasing their creativity, and the dioramas were proudly 
displayed in the learning community to share with their peers. 

 

 

 
 

  

TEACHING AND LEARNING  

Celebration of Learning 
 



  

  

 

 



 

Students in Grade One have enjoyed rehearsing our end of year performance Rockinô Around the 
Christmas Tree. They created star headbands and decorated their green tops with Christmas tree 
decorations. Students worked collaboratively to come up with actions to match with the song and enjoyed 
using musical instruments. We hope everybody enjoyed the performance! 

 
 

 

 



  

The Grade 2 cohort loved rehearsing and performing their concert song óWaka Wakaô at our whole school 
evening. Students practised the lyrics at school and also took the lyrics home for homework. We celebrated 
our differences and learnt more about each other when making our own flags of where our family comes 
from to wear as a part of our costume. We hope that our audience enjoyed the performance as much as 
we did! 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade 3 students have loved working collaboratively with partners and as part of small groups this term! 
We have focused on supporting each other by taking turns, valuing different opinions and giving effective 
feedback. Students have enjoyed practising the Addams Family Theme song and are excited to be 
performing together at our end of year celebration. A big thank you to Ms Portelli for teaching us the 
song and accompanying us on the keyboard!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 4 have done an amazing job over the past few weeks in learning the lyrics to our end of year 
dance item, óIôm Still Standingô by Elton John. Students assisted the teachers in coming up with the dance 
moves to accompany the lyrics. A special thanks goes to Ms Pilar, who had the óDisco Divaô moves and 
ideas to guide the Grade 4s through learning the song and dance steps. We think the students did a 
brilliant job and we are very proud of their efforts! Well done Grade 4 students! 

 

 

This term Grade 4 students worked collaboratively in small groups to design their own island nation. They 
selected the location of their island on a world map, explored the temperature and climate of their island 
and created a model of their island too. Groups invented a national flag and a Coat of Arms for their 
island, as well as developing a national anthem. All group members worked well together and supported 
each other to complete the set tasks. Their presentations were interesting and provided evidence of well 
researched team work. Great job Grade 4 students! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

National Anthem of Fugi Sunrise 
 
Fugi Sunrise, Fugi Sunrise 
Summer and Spring is our shining light 
The sky is bright all day until night 
Weôre kind and grateful and really nice 
Our land 
Our nation 
Our resilience 
Respecting others for who they are 
If you do us honor, youôre a star! 
Yuôrei helps to discipline us  
His guidance is a must 
 
Fugi Sunrise, Fugi Sunrise  
Together we will thrive and survive   

The Star (National Athem of Static Star) 
This country is a star 
You will never forget 
The green grass, crystal water is something you 
wonôt regret 
In the morning itôs sunny and bright  
At night itôs an amazing sight 
The view is as beautiful as our people 
The people are nice, grateful and peaceful 
Our braveness is as electric as our joy 
Once you come you never want to leave  
Static Star 
Our home we love 
Static Star   

 

 

Grade 5/6B have been working hard all term on inquiry projects, writing scripts and performing plays, 
research and design for passion projects and collaborating with their peers. 



  

  

  

  



 

 

At the beginning of the year, the students in 5/6D chose a topic they were passionate about and something 
they would like to find out more about. Other countries and cultures, technology, animals and history were 
very popular topics. Each month the students were to present a page of research and then finally, on 
December 1st, they were presented as a non-fiction book to the class. All the students have completed 
something they should be very proud of. Well done Grade 5/6D! 

  

 
 

Italian 
To celebrate the end of the year, we have explored the wonderful Italian Culture and Language in many ways. 
Students in Grades 3-6 took part in soccer matches where they played against their peers using Italian to 
come up with team names and identify their positions on the field. They also explored Italian Sport culture 
through games of Bocce. Students across the school took part in craft activities where they designed 
monuments and cultural symbols, such as the Gondola, La Bocca Della Verita (the mouth of truth), and The 
Colosseum. Students from F-2 also crafted their own Pinocchio to take home.  
Ciao! 



  

  

  

Performing Arts 
The culmination of a wonderful semester has been seen and felt by everyone in the Performing Arts room 
in the last couple of weeks. Our stories and celebrations have been put forth in song, dance, drama and 
music. A big thank you to the zest and enthusiasm the students bring to Performing Arts each week. 



 
 

 

Science - Junior 
In Foundation students have loved learning about the features of different animals. We focused on the 
platypus and students loved learning about this unique animal. We also learned about how animals have 
different habitats and will live where their needs are met. Students created their own drawing of a 
platypusô river habitat. 
 

In Grades 1 and 2 we also focused on the platypus and how it changes as it grows. Students were 
amazed to learn that a platypus hatches from an egg and is pink, hairless when it is born! We learned 
about different habitats and the animals we may find living in them. Students worked together to sort 
animals into their correct habitat and then create their own drawing of a habitat of their choice.   



 
  

Science- Senior 
In Grades 3 and 4 students have been working hard to complete their animal research. Students have 
been thinking of creative ways to display their learning and enjoyed presenting their completed posters to 
their peers.  

 
In Grades 5 and 6 students explored the concept of biomimicry and looked at different ways engineers 
and inventors have mimicked nature when creating their own products. Students brainstormed how they 

could use some interesting features and adaptations of living things to create their own products.  

 

 

 

 

STUDENT 
NAME  

 

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK ï Term Four: Week 9 



Tom A Foundation 
A 

Learning  For his fantastic effort at writing a colour poem! 

Jacob R Foundation 
B 

Learning For working hard to complete tasks independently. Great work 
Jacob!! 

Alex S  Foundation 
C 

Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning  

For always showing our school values. Keep it up Alex!!! 

Henry P 1A Learning 
Responsibility 

For always being ready to learn and trying your best in all 
learning tasks. Well done Henry! 

Rachel 1B Respect For her positivity and enthusiasm during all learning tasks this 
week! Keep it up Rachel! 

Kai C 1C Respect  
Responsibility 

Learning  

For settling back into school routines and expectations. Well 
done Kai! 

Chloe J 2A Responsible  
Learning 

For your amazing focus and enthusiasm when we practise our 
singing and dancing for the end of year celebration. 

Cameron B 2B Learning For explaining his mathematical thinking with his peers and 
working hard to solve worded problems. Great job Cameron! 

Jaya T 2C Learning For his fast thinking and general knowledge in our class warm-up 
of Scattergories!  

Fia C 3A Learning For being an awesome learner this week by demonstrating her 

knowledge of money by calculating change and solving worded 

problems. Welcome back to 3A Fia! 

Harvey K 3C Learner For your confident presentation of your homework project on 
Fiji. Well done Harvey! 

Hania B 4A Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

CƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ Ψ/ŀƴ 5ƻΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ  

Navya 4B Learning For enthusiastically presenting her group project to the class and 
singing the anthem she created. 

Christina S 4C Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For constantly upholding our school values and her dedication to 
learning. Well done Christina! 

Maneli 5/6A Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For working hard to achieve excellent post test results in 

fractions. You should be very proud of yourself.  

Lola 5/6B 
 

Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For working hard on a new mathematics topic. Well done, your 

persistence paid off. 

Luna 5/6C Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For your calm presence in the classroom and caring nature. You 
are an outstanding role model who stays the course but still finds 
time for others. 



Lucas K 5/6D Responsibility 
Learning 

For writing such an entertaining script and performing the play 

with such enthusiasm. Well done.  

Betty B 5/6E Responsibility 
Learning 

For writing an entertaining play, performing with 
enthusiasm and directing the cast. 

Joel M 
5/6D 

Performing 
Arts 

Responsibility Joel, you demonstrated such responsibility as well as creativity in 

putting together your fabulous dance routine. Thank you! 

Philip G  
Foundation B 

Science F-2 Learning For always coming to our class with your Scientific thinking cap 
on! Thank you for the effort you put into your learning, and for 
sharing your observations and ideas with us Philip!  

Zahra-Grace 
2C 

Italian F-2 Learning For her fantastic effort in this week's Italian lesson on Rome.  
Forza Zahra-Grace! 

 

Ethan H  
5/6C 

Italian 3-6 Responsible For his fantastic effort playing referee in this week's Italian lesson 
on soccer. Forza Ethan! 

Suzu K PE  F-2 Respect 
Learning 

For always displaying respectful behaviours and trying her best. 

Cooper C PE 3-6 Learning For being a class role-model and showing great leadership skills. 
 

 

STUDENT 
NAME  

 

GRADE VALUE 
Respect 

Responsibility 
Learning 

DEMONSTRATED WHEN 

Irina B Foundation 
A 

Learning  For trying her hardest to listen to letter sounds when writing a 
poem about a rainbow. 

Callum V Foundation 
B 

Learning For putting his best effort into his fish habitat diorama. Fabulous 
work! 

Nina Foundation 
C 

Learning For writing an amazing rainbow poem. Keep it up Nina!! 

Ilina P 1A Learning For always presenting her work beautifully. Wonderful Ilina! 

Matthew C 1B Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For cooperatively playing maths games, assisting others to play 
and using your knowledge of numbers to strategise.  
Amazing Matthew! 

Henry 1C Respect 
Responsibility 

For always being so helpful around the classroom and always 
wanting to put in his best into all tasks. Well done Henry! 

Poppy 2A 

 
Learning For using a nice clear voice when sharing your presentation 

about how your ƴŀƴŀΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
yours. 

Ishi G 2B Learning For presenting her PowerPoint presentation about her grandpa 
with a clear, confident voice. I loved how much effort you put 
in! Well done Ishi. 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK ï Term Four: Week 10 



Vincent 2C Learning For dancing and performing to Waka Waka with all his cool 
moves!! 

George M 3A Respect 
Responsibility 

For being kind, considerate and helpful to others and for 

demonstrating his impressive leadership qualities in all school 

settings. 

Lily S 3B Learning For having resilience and flexible thinking when faced with many 
computer issues when publishing her narrative.  

Vinci N 3C Learning Working hard to publish your book report about the Amulet 
series. Well done Vinci! 

Jessica M 4A Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For her focus and effort to complete all work tasks.  

Billy H 4C Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For his dedication to learning and outstanding poetry work. 

Well done Billy! 

Senuk  5/6A Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For staying focused and working really hard to complete all your 

learning within the given time. Well done buddy, keep it up! 

Stella N 5/6B 

 
Responsibility 

Learning 
For showing confidence when presenting her passion project! 

Great job Stella! 

India L 5/6C Responsibility 
Respect 
Learning 

For being a quiet achiever who stays on task and strives to do 
her very best at all times. Congratulations, India! 

Willow M 5/6D Responsibility 
Learning 

For researching and completing such an excellent and 

informative non-ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ōƻƻƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ !ǘƭŀǎ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦέ ! 

wonderful read! Well done! 

Cooper B 5/6E Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

CƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ WǳŘƎŜέΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

work as School Captain all year 

   Elijah H  
4B 

Performing 
Arts 

Respect 
Responsibility 

Thank you for being so kind and respectful and sharing your 
creative Performing Arts ideas with your fellow students. 

Emilia S  
Foundation B 

 Visual Arts  Respect 
Responsibility 

 

For always being a great helper in the Art Room. Thank  you 
Emilia! 

Edie H  
Foundation B 

Science F-2 Responsibility 
 

For your fantastic effort in science and for being an incredible 
helper to other students when they need it. Thank you Edie!  

Raniya  
4A 

Science 3-6 Respect 
Responsibility 

Learning 

For always being a respectful and responsible learner when 
completing learning tasks. Well done Raniya! 

Chloe J  
2A 

Italian F-2 Learning For her fantastic effort in using Italian phrases to have a 
conversation. Forza Chloe! 



Nicola K  
4C 

Italian 3-6 Learning CƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ CƻǊȊŀ 
Nicola! 

Sean 1A 
 

Gerard 1A 

PE  F-2 Learning For demonstrating positive teamwork by sharing and passing 
the ball during soccer practice.  

Jacob N 
 56B 

PE 3-6 Learning For having a great year in PE. Always displaying a positive 
attitude and showing respectful behaviours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 
 



 

 

 



 


