AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER #18 Friday November 24, 2023

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all.

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility

Acknowledgement of Country

IMPORTANT DATES

d on which we

We acknowledge the%bn Jen people who are

the tradmon,al‘q\_s

We also p‘ay oJr resp ct to ti
and emergi the'KuIm @atio,
respect to the other Aborlgl
Islander people p

rs pa’t present
and éxtend that

ﬁ'o res Strait

Artwork by Arkie Bart;

Hello to our Avondale community,

Our students never cease to amaze us with their
achievements both at school and beyond. | would love
to share how fantastic it was that Ms Heywood and |
were able to be part of the 2023 Foundation students
Book Fair today. We felt very privileged to learn lots
about different animals through seeing and hearing our
Foundation students excitedly reading their information
books to each other and to us. Thank you for our very
special invitation to celebrate learning at APS.

Another success we would like to share with you is the
achievements that Benjamin in Grade 4 has recently
experienced in swimming.

Benjamin, chosen from a selection of swimming clubs
in the western suburbs, proudly represented Metro
West at the 2023 Metro Junior District Competition in
multiple swimming events held at Melbourne Sports &
Aquatic Centre on October 28, 2023.

During the competition, he not only showcased his
exceptional talent but also achieved the Australian
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Junior Excellence Program Standard set by Swimming Australia. These standards are derived from benchmark
times established using Junior World Championship records.
I hope his achievements radiate with brilliance and kindle inspiration among other students, aligning with the
school's values of respect, responsibility and learning, with an emphasis on fostering resilience, persistence,

patience, and goal-setting.

Congratulations Ben on your outstanding achievement and we wish you the very best for the next stage of the

competition.

Make sure you also check out the engaging Inquiry Learning experiences our students have been exploring this
term in our Teaching and Learning section later in the newsletter. The photos show learning in action, so ask a




guestion or two of your child/ren to find out more about these experiences.
There is also a range of community information to explore.

We look forward to seeing our familiesatn e x t  wdaekséhgol assembly
to participate in our rescheduled Sports Day Grade 6 marking competition
and parent and teacher kicking competitions.

A reminder that, in conjunction with our Anaphylaxis Policy and promoting a
consistent approach of students not sharing food at our school, class parties
will focus on celebrating the end of the year with fun games and activities that
will be organised with each grade. There will BE NO FOOD SHARING.

This includes:

9 students not bringing food to share
1 parents not sending in food to share, and
9 teachers not purchasing food to share

We appreciate your support in not attaching food items to cards to give to other students and thank you in
advance for your support.

Have a lovely weekend,
Jill Benham, Principal and Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal

AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL: KICKING AND MARKING COMPETITION

Friday 15t of December
From 2:25pm parents are welcome to join us in our annual
- Grade 6 football marking competition
- parents football kicking competition and teacher football kicking competition
Prizes will be awarded to winners of these competitions.

At 3pm our Friday assembly will commence.




CANTEEN NEWS: SPECIAL LUNCH ORDER i Monday 4" December

On Monday, December 4 we will have a Special Lunch Order Day. This lunch order is based on the survey
conducted by our Student Representative Council that canvassed student suggestions. Lunch order options
include vegetarian spring rolls (baked) or chicken/beef dumplings with an icypole and water/juice as drink
options. Orders must be placed by 9:30am, 27" November 2024 on the FlexiSchools app.

* Remove ftem
. 4 Category List Confirm Order ¢
Soy sauce

Sweetcnit Special Lunch Order Day Term 4
Dessent Choice of Vegetarian Spring Rolls, Chicken, Beef or
Please select at least 1 dessert.

Pork Dumplings with an Icy Pole and a drink

ey Twists
Drink: . Green
Please select at least 1 drinks.

Amber
Apple

Red

Apple & Blackeurrant

L o Meal Deal1: Dumplings $8.00
add a lunch item to your Meal Deal
Y Meal Deal Vegetarian Medium Spring $8.00
Rolls
Chicken Dumpling $1.50
0 add a lunch item to your Meal Deal

o Beef Dumpling $1.50

CANTEEN MENU NEW ADDITION

There is a NEW addition to our canteen menu to provide and promote healthy and nutritious food choices.
Students can now order apple slinkies for $1. This additional item has proved very popular this term. All recess
and lunch orders need to be placed using the Flexischools app. No cash is taken at the
Canteen.

Thank you to those families who completed our recent canteen survey. After reviewing
community feedback and 2023 sales we have decided to continue operating our school
canteen in 2024 on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. We will continue to work with the
Australian Canteen Association (ASCA) to look at new foods that we can introduce to
our 2024 menu, based on survey suggestions.

AUSLAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM 2024

We are excited to announce to our school community that in 2024 we will be introducing
w Auslan as our Language Program from Foundation to Grade 6. The Auslan Victorian

Curriculum provides direction for an integrated, inclusive and meaningful approach to
language education for both first and second language learners, opportunities for
engagement with the Deaf community and opportunities to develop intercultural
capabilities, understanding and respect for others, appreciation of diversity and
openness to different perspectives and experiences. We would like to thank and
acknowledge the work of the Education Subcommittee in reviewing our Language
Program, including surveying students, staff and families and look forward to engaging our school community in
our Auslan journey in 2024.



INTERNATIONAL DAY of PEOPLE with DISABILITY- DECEMBER 3

International Day of People with Disability (IDPWD) is a United Nations (UN)
day observed internationally. It aims to promote community awareness,
understanding and acceptance of people with disability.

In Australia, IDPwD is a joint effort between government, schools,
organisations, community groups, businesses and individuals. It is an
opportunity to be part of creating an inclusive and diverse community for the
4.4 million Australians with disability.

Each year the UN announces a theme to observe for International Day of People with Disability. The annual
theme provides an overarching focus on how society can strive for inclusivity through the removal of physical,
technological and attitudinal barriers for people with disability.

The theme for | DPwD 2023 is O6United in action to rescu
for, with and by persons with disabilities6and asks everyone to work together to make the world better and fairer
for people with disability.

BOOK CLUB

Book Club Issue #8 is our final book club for 2023. Please note that orders are due by Friday 1st December. All
orders need to be placed online via Book Club LOOP.

APS WHOLE SCHOOL CELEBRATION EVENING

On Thursday 7th December our school is holding a whole school celebration evening to provide an opportunity for
our community to come together. Families are invited to bring their own picnic dinner and find a place on the oval
from 5.00pm onwards. There will be two picnic areas marked with cones for families with picnic rugs and chairs.

As students need to be seated at 6.05pm, ready to perform at 6.15pm, we encourage students to come to school
dressed ready to perform and eat dinner/snacks prior to the performances. Students will remain with their grade
until the end of the performances and raffle.

The canteen will be open for families to purchase bottled water, soft drinks and ice creams between 5 and 6pm.
These purchases will be CASH ONLY. Learning Community 2 will also be open between 5 and 6pm for families
to view our studentdés amazing artwork, created this vy

The night will conclude at 7.30pm.

Students and staff look forward to seeing our families on Thursday, 7th December. Please note: If the event is
required to be cancelled due to the weather, a back up event (performance only) will be held on Friday 8 December
at 9am.

END OF YEAR RAFFLE

At our End of Year celebration event, Avondale Primary School will be running our annual raffle. We are kindly
asking families to make a small donation for the raffle prizes. Examples of items that may be donated, include:

gift vouchers

non perishable nut free food items
board games / toys / sports equipment
homewares

books/c hi | dstatoomedy #ems
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Please note that we can only accept items that are new and have not been opened or used. Donations can be
made until Friday 1st December. Please send your donations to the school with your child or drop them off to
the school office between 8.30am and 8.50am and 3.00-3.30pm.



Raffle tickets have been sent home to families and additional raffle tickets can be requested from the front office.

A HUGE thankyou to those families who have already provided great prizes and to those of you who have
gained donations from local/Melbourne businesses. Your support is greatly appreciated, as the more prizes, the
greater the excitement for our students!

Current raffle prizes include:

A family pass to Luna Park

1 night accommodation at Quest

Entry pass to Rabbit Hole

Entry pass to Inflatable World x 6

$50 voucher to Go Climb

Coffee hamper

Signed Melbourne United basketball team top
$50 Coles voucher

Entry pass to Bounce

$50 La Manna voucher

Zone bowling vouchers

Ballarat Wildlife Park pass

Museum, Zoo and Prison tours

A range of gift cards, vouchers and hampers
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Any parents/carers who are able to assist the fundraising team to seek donations from local businesses,
wrap prizes or sell raffle tickets at the End of Year Celebration event are asked to contact the school on
9318 1755 or avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au Your support with this fundraiser is greatly
appreciated.

The raffle will be drawn at our Whole School Celebration Event on Thursday 7th December. Our Fundraising
efforts are going towards building a new sensory playground and upgrading elements of our current playground.

2024 CURRICULUM DAYS RSS9 ¢ ( ]

School Council have approved the following Curriculum Days for 2024. /

x  Term 1: Monday 29 January and Tuesday 30 January
Students begin school on Wednesday 31 January

x  Term 2: Wednesday 22 May

x  Term 3: Friday 8 August

x  Term 4: Monday 4 November

TEAMKIDS - TK C.A.R.E.S Series
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Each video theme will cover a different topic, centred around issues and difficulties that families often face when

dealing with young children.


mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Our expert, Heidi will guide you through mayiag different problems and tricky behaviours, with helpful advice,

practical insights and effective strategie&€ St LJAYy 3 FF YAf AS& YSSO GKSANI OKAf R

connections together.
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WITH HEIDI ROGERS

TK C.A.R.E.S
FAMILY SERIES

Regulation, which we know is-&JGFalking point
amongst parents.

Heidi will teach you to crack the codeovering the ins and
outs of teaching emotional regulatianmoving away from
punishments ad timeouts to helpful strategies in
managing emotional meltdowns.

-

Where can | watch?
Watch the snippet and see for yourself why these proven tipssre DI SNBE Q& (G KS
link: https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Aq3r317eCTM

Keep the conversation going with thisdepth videooni KS (2 LA O | SNBQa G(KS
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnHLUV007JU

Stay tuned for the next video drops this term where Heidi will cover managimgn timeandhow to make and be
a good friend!

SUNSMART POLICY i NO HAT, NO PLAY

All students are expected to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears (legionnaire, broad-brimmed
or bucket hat) whenever they are outside during mid-August to the end of April. Thank you for
supporting this initiative and reminding your child/ren to wear their hats every day. Our students are
doing a great job of wearing their hats each day i WELL DONE!

SAFETY AND SUPERVISION

We have noticed that students are arriving at school prior to 8:30am. Just a reminder to all families that supervision in
the school yard begins at 8:30am. No student should be unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are

attending Team Kids. Please ensure that you are not walking through the school car park when arriving and exiting the
school.

All students and families are asked to exit the school grounds by 3.30pm to enable Team Kids to use the school facilities.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Inquiry Learn
v

This week, the Foundation students embarked on their
first school excursion to Werribee Zoo. Our journey
started on a school bus, and we were very excited as
this was the first time for some of us. When we arrived
at the zoo, we walked around the Australian Animal
Trail. We then participated in the Habitat Heroes
program, uncovering how living things grow, change,
and survive in nature. We even saw baby wallabies
eating their favourite food.

Afterwards, we went on the safari bus and saw many
animals
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such as giraffes, rhinos, zebras, and hippos. It was an
amazing day at the zoo, filled with exciting discoveries
and unforgettable experiences.

Leila FA- | liked going on the safari bus with my
friends.

Ayoub FA- | liked seeing the giraffes and going on the
safari bus.

Roxana FB- I liked seeing the baby zebras.

Avesta FB- | liked seeing the wallabies and seeing
them jump.

Musa FC- | loved the safari bus and seeing the baby
giraffes.

Ada FC- | liked seeing the lion cub and the cheetah.




Stay Late Afternoon i Grade One
A couple of weeks ago, the Grade One students had a superhero themed stay late.

Students came to school dressed as their favourite superhero for the day! The experience began with
decorating their very own superhero masks. Next, students rotated between a variety of activities. This
included superhero tattoos, superhero colouring, superhero builders and a photo booth. After our

activities, we had delicious pizza, juice and icy poles outside. We finished our fun night with a disco and
glow sticks. We all had a super fun time!




In Inquiry, the Grade One students have been exploring their cultural backgrounds and making
connections between themselves and others. This has included languages spoken at home, cultural
celebrations and country of origin. We have also been researching about how times have changed, and
how life is different now than it was then. Students interviewed a member of their family from an older
generation and brought in an item from the past to discuss how it was used.

T




Grade 2A
As part of our Inquiry unit (Through Generations) the
students in 2A had the opportunity to bring in an item
used by a family member in the past and present it at
our classroom museum. They describe what the item
was, who it was used by and what it was used for. It was
amazing to see all the different items and watch the
students enthusiastically share and ask questions about
thlngs the have never seen or heard of be




For Inquiry, Grade 2B we have been talking about our families and our special places we have with them.
Students have brought in an item from the past to share with our class in our classroom museum. They
discussed how it was used and who used it. They will also be interviewing a member of their family from
an older generation for homework to present later on in the term.




Grade 2C

Grade 2C set up a classroom generational museum in
which students brought in and displayed an object from
an older family member.

Examples included dolls, toys, jelly moulds, music
records, walkmans, books, passports and phones.

Students presented their item to the class, including
what the object what, how it was used, when it was
used, and answered guestions from their peers about
the item.

Grade 3A

During our I nquiry wunit t
H o megrade 3 students completed an

individual homework research project on a
neighbouring country to Australia. Students

had a choice to present their work as a

project poster or as a Powerpoint

presentation. Students had the opportunity

to learn many facts about countries such as

New Zealand, Fiji and Samoa.







Grade 4
On Tuesday the 14th of November, the Grade 4
students were invited to EKC to participate in some
specialist activities. They were lucky enough to meet
Mike Spears, a professional basketball player who used
to play for the Perth Wildcats. Mike spent time
demonstrating some of his skills, as well as leading the {5 wex : Wi seeans
students thr oughities MHa wassan :
inspirational speaker and discussed the importance of | Eal

working hard to follow your dreams.

Students also had an opportunity to work with some
Year 9 students in the Home Economics room, where
they got to make some delicious chocolate truffles that
they were able to take home with them. EKC were |
wonderful hosts to our students and were able to show
off their great facilities and programs.

MIKE SPEARS
MEE
MICHAEL JoRoaN










Grade 5/6A

Over the past few weeks, Grade 5/6A have delved into
the captivating world of creating new business ideas and
inventions.

The classroom has been transformed into a hotbed of
creativity and innovation as our students navigated the
intricacies of brainstorming, designing, and refining their
business concepts. Through this hands-on experience,
they've learned the fundamental principles of
entrepreneurship, problem-solving, and critical thinking.

They have embraced the challenge of envisioning new
products or enhancements to existing ones. From eco-
friendly solutions to technological innovations, their
ideas showcase not just their imagination but also their
understanding of real-world needs and solutions.
Moreover, this Inquiry based project has nurtured rich
discussions and collaboration as students formed
roups to synerglze their ideas.
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Grade 5/6B

In 5/6B, students have been working on passion
projects. They have researched and presented projects
displaying their knowledge in different ways. Some
students wrote poems, raps, built 3D models and
created detailed Powerpoint presentations.

Italian
Over the past few weeks in Italian students have been
focusing on a variety of cultural aspects.

This week foundation students have just completed their
topic of 6La MaThe hitllenRed Cag),
where they made their own car and engaged in a trip
around Italy where they learned about different
landmarks and cities.

Students in Grade 5&6, presented their role plays where
they practiced ordering at café and also presented their
Made in Italy project where they researched different
Italian Brands.




Physical Education

Students have been enjoying participating in a
wide variety of sports and skills this term.
Grade 2s have begun practising for next year
Athletics day whilst the Grade 5 & 6 have
focused on developing positive leadership
skills. Foundation students continue to work on
their Fundamental movement skills whilst
grade 3 & 4s have enjoyed learning the skills
and rules involved in tag rugby.

This week students from grade 4-6 had the
opportunity to meet South East Phoenix
Basketball players. All students had the
opportunity to ask questions and get a class
photo whilst our grade 5 & 6 selected
Basketball Gala students had the chance to
play off in a match with all other students
observing and cheering on.

Visual Arts

This week in Visual Arts, Foundation students
looked at different Australian animals.
Foundation A quickly recognised the echidna,
Foundation B enjoyed making their jumping
kangaroo and Foundation C loved making their
cuddly koala.

All these animals were constructed using a paper,
plate and coloured card for the legs, head and
other special features. Instead of using paint
brushes, we used sponges to paint our paper
plate; as we wanted to add texture to the body of
our animal. When we finished painting, we cut
the head, legs and other features using a
template.

We had lots of fun this week.




