AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER #18 Friday November 25, 2022

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all.

___ VALUES:! Learning, Respect, Responsibility

Acknowledgement of Country IMPORTANT DATES
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November 26 Avondale Primary School Voting
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respect to the °the’Ab°”g"€' [Bfres Strait Thursday, Whole school Celebration @ APS
R RsODIO L December 8 5307 7.30pm
oA Friday, All home reading books returned
December 9 to classrooms
Hello to our Avondale community Thursday, Grade 6 Graduation ceremony
' December 15 @ St Bernardods
We are looking forward to our Whole School Celebration Friday, Grade 6 Celebration Day @
@ Avondale Primary School on Thursday, December 8 at | December 16 APS
5.30pm on the oval. This event is a great opportunity for LAST DAY of CANTEEN
our families, staff and students to celebrate 2022 together | Monday, Step up day i 2023 Grades
with BYO picnics, including food and drinks, picnic December 19
blankets and insect repellent. The canteen will also be Tuesday, Last day of Term 4, 2022
selling ice creams, soft drinks and water. This is a great December 20 EARLY PICKUP 1 1.15pm

opportunity to be entertained by our students
singing/performing while connecting with our school community. The Christmas raffle will also be drawn, following the
performances.

The Avondale Primary School Fundraising Team are holding a sausage sizzle on Saturday November 26 at the Voting
Centre. As you vote, you can purchase an egg and bacon roll, a sausage in bread or a soft drink/water. ALL SALES
ARE CASH ONLY! Make sure you pop in and say hello to our fantastic team and family volunteers. Access is via
Sydney Street.

2022 TEACHING AND LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS

We have reflected on our teaching and learning journey throughout 2022 and have included some highlights:

New Build ceremony Foundation buddies Education Week open morning

5/6 Gala days Foundation emergency services visit National Day of Action against Bullying
Foundation breakfast Recycled mini art show Harmony Day

Grade 1 6 By Lated Jump Rope for Heart Grade 6 Rosehill visit

Grades 3/4 and 5/6 Camps Athletics Day i Grades 3-6 Grade 5 EKC visit

Grade 2 excursion Sports Day District Cross Country

Community h e | pgsitss & Clean Up Avondale Day Walk to School Day & Month

Book Week parade EKC performance Grades 4 & 5 Mothers, Fathers and Special Persons
NAIDOC Week Interrelate Family sessions Day Stalls

Nude Food Day Crazy Hair Day

CURRICULUM DAYS i STUDENT FREE DAYS 2023

We have allocated our 2023 Curriculum Days to support our families to make arrangements for these student free days.
Make sure you put these into your 2023 calendars.

TERM ONE: Friday January 27

TERM TWO: Monday April 24

TERM THREE: Friday August 4

TERM FOUR: Friday November 10



INTERRELATE TRICKY TALKS FAMILY INFORMATION SESSION

It was great to see a number of families engage in the Tricky Talks sessions. Glenys, provided very thoughtful and
considered insights into the most appropriate and sensitive ways to start the conversation around the male and female
reproductive systems, physical changes of puberty, as well as the physical, emotional, social and intellectual changes
associated with puberty for all and children's personal safety and protective behaviours. Our families found the
sessions extremely valuable and highlighted the importance of having the right conversations in a supportive
environment. We look forward to continuing our learning in 2023.

FAMILIES LEAVING AVONDALE PRIMARY

If your family is leaving Avondale Primary School at the end of this year, please phone or email the school office to let
us know, as soon as possible, as this will affect planning for our 2023 grades.

SCHOOL HOURS
A reminder that learning at Avondale Primary School begins daily at 8.50am. Any students arriving after this time must
enter through the Front Office in Wood Street. Supervision of the school yard in the morning is from 8.40am and in the
afternoon until 3.30pm. If you are picking up your child/ren during the school day, please try to keep these times to
recess or lunch and communicate these arrangements to your classroom teacher via Compass email.

SEMESTER TWO REPORTS

2022 Semester Twor eports provide the school, students and parent

current achievement and the progress made in a range of learning areas. The format of the reports reflect the
Department of Education and Training expectations for student reporting and provides:

I aclear picture of student progress and achievement against clearly defined standards
I comments written in parent friendly language, to show parents and carers:
o how well your child has achieved the Victorian Curriculum standards
0 what your child has learned and understood in terms of achievement across the semester
o the next steps recommended to support and extend learning
o work habits reflecting effort and behaviour in the classroom and in the school environment
9 student reflections, based on successes and highlights of this semester
I teacher comments and highlight/s of the semester

All children have been assessed against the Victorian Curriculum F - 10 achievement standards or the Level A - D
curriculum. A student identified as an English as an Additional Language learner has been assessed against the EAL
curriculum in Literacy. Each learning area has an A to E rating, reflecting student achievement at this time of the year:

A: WELL ABOVE STANDARD - more than 12 months above the expected standard
B: ABOVE STANDARD - 61 12 months above the expected standard

C: AT STANDARD - AT THE EXPECTED STANDARD AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR
D: BELOW STANDARD - 61 12 months below the expected standard

E: WELL BELOW STANDARD T more than 12 months below the expected standard

PADDOCKS: A MATHS GAME TO PLAY AT HOME

Use rock, paper, scissor to decide who goes first. Take turns to draw a vertical or horizontal line between
two adjacent dots. The player who completes the fourth edge of the square, writes their initial in the box
and receives another turn. This square is their paddock. Continue to play until there are no more lines left
to be drawn. The player with the highest number of paddocks wins
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Jill Benham i Principal
Jenna Heywood i Acting Assistant Principal



LIBRARY NEWS - Sharon Di Pastena

Our students have been visiting the library and sharing a range of new books. Sabrina from 1B
said, @ love, love this book. The girl has a hijab like me. | wear it when | go to Saturday school to
learn about my culture.6

Students from 1A said the bookt i t | ed AY
The Journey of a Lifeti
They liked the kindness that the man showed in

the story and some of the students said the story
was about their culture.

This story was also enjoyed by 6A and they
commented that it was welcoming to see other
people enjoying books about different cultures.
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BOOK CLUB NEWS: Last week we finalised our last Book Club of the year. Everyone at Avondale Primary wishes to
thank all our families for their support with the book club. We have been able to purchase books that our students put
on their Awish Iisto for our |ibrary.

REMINDER: As the end of the year is fast approaching, | would like to ask our families to have a look at home for any
books that may need to be retur ned.thei,twe woaldappretitte theentcdmeng h o
back. All student library books are to be returned during Week 10, Monday 5 to Friday 9 December.

WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH November 2022

Avondale Primary is participating in Walk To School Month this
November! Join in by utilising a Challenge Card and marking each
day your family walks, rides, scoots or skates to and from school.
Students will be provided with the Challenge Cards during the
week. Return your completed Challenge Cards at the end of the
month to go in the prize draw. There are 10 x $100 Rebel Sports
and 30 x Passes to Ascot Vale Leisure Centre up for grabs.

If you live further away, part-way is okay! You can use our Park
and Walk locations to still join in on the challenge.

Students who have attended the Grade 5/6 Camp, have
participated in a range of daily walking experiences around
Canberra and these dates can be included as part of their weekly
count.

Ms Devine




LUNCH TIME CLUBS

This term students had the opportunity to vote on the clubs they would like to participate in at lunch time. The SRC
team then compiled the results and therefore we have introduced the new clubs for our Junior and Senior school this
term:

I Performance Club

9 Arts and Craft club
1 Sports club

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE: Isabelle Sawtell - President

We held our last Council meeting of 2022 on Tuesday 22 November. The Council approved the following:

Curriculum Days for 2023

SunSmart Policy

The Draft 2023 Indicative Budget Summary Report

$75 refund/credit to parents for the Grades 3/4 Bendigo Camp

2023 Parent Payment Letter

Team Kids school holiday Program will be accessible by current Grade 6 students and also students who will
be commencing Foundation in 2023.

E R EE

School Council discussed the following:
1 The Interrelate Tricky Talks received very positive feedback and Council support the return of these in 2023.

1 The School Council is keen to support future school activities (including Fundraising) and the discussed the
possibility that all members could undertake the required training to obtain the Food Handling Certificate.

1 The lawn mowing was also a key area of discussion with numerous factors including the significant rain fall
and a change in mowing provider affecting the school grounds. Peter Gagliardi is investigating different
solutions to address this.

1 The water leak under the new building is still causing issues around the building and outside the school
grounds. Jill is working closely with the VSBA (Victorian Schools Building Authority) to ensure this is rectified
and is an ongoing investigation.

School Council members are excited to have the opportunity to attend the Grade 6 graduation to support our students
progressing to high school in 2023.

The end of year celebration on Thursday 8 December promises to be a highlight of 2022. The excitement is
building in the community with some incredible raffle prizes to be won and live performances from each grade. We
look forward to seeing the school community all together in a fun and relaxed setting to celebrate Avondale Primary!

Please support the fundraising sausage sizzle this Saturday 26 November held at the school for the Federal State
Election. Helpers are still welcome even if you can only spare an hour! If not, just come and enjoy a sausage or 2!



TEACHING AND LEARNING with a Numeracy focus

Students in Foundation have been learning more about place value. We have been making double digit numbers

using unifix blocks, popsicle sticks, tens frames and MAB blocks. Students have been focusing on how many tens
and how many ones make these numbers, for example, the number 23 can be represented as 2 tens and 3 ones.
Below are some learning experience we have engaged in throughout the week.
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Students in Grade 1 have been exploring mass. We used vocabulary such as heavier, lighter, equal and balanced
to describe the mass of different objects. Students also used their hands to heft the mass of objects and explored
how balance scales work. We then created our own balance scales and placed objects on either side to
demonstrate what was heavier or lighter than another object.




Grade Two Day Camp

On Monday the 21st of November, Grade Two students became junior farmers when they visited Animal Land for
a day camp experience. They milked Eliethe Cow, went on pony rides, rode 6
pigs and sheep, fed the ducks and cuddled baby animals. Enjoy the below photos of our day camp experience!
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Students in Grade 3 have been exploring fractions and making connections with decimals. We have learnt how the
place value system can be extended to tenths and hundredths and have started to make some links with
percentages.

Grade 4B has been working through our Footy Maths competition all year and we are approaching the finals! The
activity involves many mathematical concepts including chance, multiplication and addition as well as using a
calculator to work out %. The students look forward to playing against each other and to see where they might end
up on the ladder!

In 4C we have been learning about fractions and decimals. We had to accurately scale the decimals in a number
line from O to 10. We all worked as a team to make sure we got everything correct. It came out well
By Mason and Arren :)

Students of grade 5B have been applying all their mathematical knowledge they have learnt throughout this
semester to create board games. The creativity they have included is outstanding!




5/6 Canberra Camp: On Monday 21t November, the Grade 5/6 campers set off to Canberra by bus for four
nights. At the camp students participated in a variety of learning experiences, including Government House and
Parliament House, Australian War Memorial, National Museum of Australia, National Gallery of Australia, Electoral
Education Centre, Museum of Australian Democracy, Royal Australian Mint, National Capital Exhibition, Questacon
by night, ANZAC Parade Walking Trail and Australian Institute of Sport.

5/6 Canberra Camp Poem

After hours of driving to Canberra, we found a
new home. g
Now itdés time to do nofR
We visited many places, like the War
Memorial.

We even learnt more about how much we
needed whale oil.

We did many fun activities, like bowling and
Questacon.

But we still have to cooperate on many things
later on.

Only a few hours left, until we are back to our
lovely state.

Hopeful |l y outmagdiawearnve s
pretty late.

Written and perfor med
Talent (Canberra 5/6 Camp) by Miguel, Axel,
Jaiden and Zadok.










Grade 5/6 students onsite: It has been a busy week, learning about Canberra landmarks and attractions. We have
also enjoyed running a PE lesson for the foundation students. Coding and Maths games were very popular.

In Visual Arts the grade 2s continued with their Tint Bots and they are looking amazing. We started painting our
robots using white paint and a touch of black to make grey. Using a thin paint brush students painted around the
outline of their robot before using a thicker paint brush if needed to paint the inside. Painting in one direction was
encouraged for a flawless looking robot. We look forward to showing our robots in a fortnight.




This week in Performing Arts, students in grade 3 started a unit in drama. We started off playing a game

called Mirrors. In pairs, players face each other, one person leads and the other follows. The aim of the game is for
the leader to make their movements slow and for the follower to let their bodies do all the following without thinking
about it. Eventually partners need to be in sync with one another. The grade 3s really enjoyed this and were eager
to share their moves with the class.

Physical Education: We were successful in gaining a sports grant in Term 4, which provided the senior school
with the opportunity to participate in a Taeckwondos essi on run by a coach from HSA
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity and had plenty of fun trying new skills. A large amount of the grant was also
utilised to purchase new resources and updated equipment including a new table tennis table, soccer balls and a
range of useful equipment for active play and modified sports for all students to utilise. Attached below are images
from our Taekwondo sessions. Tricia Devine
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