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Hello to our Avondale community, 
 

Thank you for your continued support throughout this 
Term. A big thank you to families who have signed up 
to donate items for our Election Day sausage sizzle 
and/or to volunteer on the day. The Fundraising team 
value your support on this day. 
 

A reminder that learning at Avondale Primary School 
begins daily at 8.50am. Any students arriving after this 
time must enter through the Front Office in Wood 
Street.  
 

This year, World Teachersô Day is today, Friday 28 
October. This is an opportunity to say thank you for the 
incredible contributions teachers make to our 
community. We recognise the passion teachers have, 
and how teaching has extended beyond the classroom 
to maintain connections through flexible learning. We 
are celebrating World Teachersô Day with our new 
OHSC provider, TEAMKIDS providing our staff with morning tea. We 
have also organised some goody bags for our teachers and the 
opportunity for some happy snaps with the theme, Hats off to Teachers. 
 

You can get involved by sending a message of thanks to a teacher who 
is making, or has made, an impact on your life using #thanksvicteachers 
on social media. Donôt forget to tag the Department of Education and 
Training (the department) so we can see all your messages. Head to the 
departmentôs World Teachers Day webpage for resources to help you 
celebrate World Teachersô Day 2022, including óThank Youô card 
templates. 
 

On Wednesday, our staff engaged in Koorie Cultural Understanding and Safety training. This session was 

hosted and presented by members of the community associated with the Local Aboriginal Education 

Consultative Groups as well as Koorie Engagement Support Officers. We were privileged to learn from Uncle 

Keith and Julianne to increase our understanding of Koorie culture, history and experience and to develop 

practices that ensure a culturally inclusive and safe environment at Avondale Primary School. This further 

enhances our approach to the new Child Safe Standard which focuses on establishing a culturally safe 

environment in which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of Aboriginal children and young people 

are respected and valued. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Wednesday, 
November 2 

Foundation 2023 Information 
session 6pm in LC1 

Wednesday, 
November 2 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Friday, 
November 11 

Curriculum Day  
Student free day 

Tuesday, 
November 15 

Interrelate Tricky Talks 
Family Information Sessions 
Session 1-Grade 3 and Grade 
4 families 6-7pm 
 
Session 2-Grade 5 and Grade 
6 families 7:15-8:15pm 

Monday, 
November 21 

Grade 2 Animal Land 
experience 

Monday, 21 ï 25 
November 

Grades 5/6 Canberra Camp 

Thursday, 
December 8 

Whole school celebration @ 
APS 5.30 ï 7.30pm 

Thursday, 
December 15 

Grade 6 Graduation ceremony 
@ St Bernardôs College 

Friday, 
December 16 

Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday, 
December 20 

Last day of Term 4, 2022 
EARLY PICK UP ï 1.15pm 

Acknowledgement of Country 

https://www.vic.gov.au/world-teachers-day


Cultural safety includes being provided with a safe, nurturing and positive environment where Aboriginal 

children: 

¶ feel comfortable being themselves 

¶ feel comfortable expressing their culture, including their spiritual and belief systems 

¶ are supported by carers who respect their Aboriginality and encourage their sense of self and identity. 
 

Earlier this year, the 2022 Harmony Day Poster and Song Writing Competitions attracted close to 3,500 entries 

from a record number of more than 350 schools. We congratulate Danny, Eliza, Charlotte and Koby who 

participated in these competitions. Certificates will be presented at our next Assembly. 
 

Ms Kimpton is excited to announce to the Avondale Community that she's having a baby, due in March 

2023! We are all very excited for Ms Kimpton and her family on this fantastic news. 

 

Week 2 Brain Buster Solution 
Which numbers did you say didnôt belong? Was it 27 because it is the only 
number that rounds up to the nearest ten. Or was it 31 because the rest are 
multiples of 3? There were many solutions to this problem that you may 
have discovered. 
 

Week 4 Brain Buster 
Margarita Breed ï What is the value of each 
shape on the balance scale? How do you 
know? Can you find multiple solutions? 
 
 

Jenna Heywood ï Acting Assistant Principal     
         
Jill Benham ï Principal 
 

PREMIERôS READING CHALLENGE 

 

Well done to our 41 students who completed the Victorian Premiersô Reading Challenge. More than 66,000 school 
students and 8,000 young children who completed the Premiersô Reading Challenge this year. Congratulations to 
the following students who made the Honour Roll: 

Chantelle D (5B), Neel B (5B) Maneli G (5B), Mina H (5A), Quinn P (3A) Cara S (3A), Eliza S (6B), Greta G (5B), 
Olivia V (6A), Cooper B (5B), Isabel N (5B), Venecia H (5B), Violet P (3B), Sidney C (3C), Jemma F (5B), Mimi D 
(5B), Stewart L (5B), Jacob J (5B), Emma D (5A), Lucas N (5B), Benjamin L (3A), Walied O (5B) Catherine L (5B), 
Cohen H (4A), Cooper K (5B), Saketh N (5B), Riya B (3B), Prabhkirat S (5B), Shelby H (2B), Jasmine H (2B), 
Emily A (2A), Ainsley C (2A), Kai Cao (5A), Ishi G (1A), Anika V (1A), Sebastian B (1A), Aaron C (1A), Mira A 
(1A), Alysha T (1B), Dexter W (FB) and Matthew C (FC). 

Certificates will be awarded at our next whole school assembly. 

 

INTERRELATE TRICKY TALKS FAMILY INFORMATION SESSION 

The Interrelate Tricky Talks program will be available for all Avondale families of students in Grades 3 
and 4 and Grades 5 and 6 to attend on Tuesday November 15. These programs are conducted for primary 
school students and families to attend together. Each session is based on providing information and facilitating 
communication between parents and children. 
 
Session 1: 6pm - 7pm 60 minutes Year 3 and 4 students and their parents/carers 
 
Session 2: 7.15pm - 8.15pm 60 minutes Year 5 and 6 students and their parents/carers 
 
Payment to attend one session ($15) or both sessions ($25) can be made through the Compass Event by Friday 
11th November.  
 



WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH ï NOVEMBER 2022 
 

Avondale Primary is participating in Walk To School Month this 
November! Join in by utilising a Challenge Card and marking 
each day your family walks, rides, scoots or skates to and from 
school. Students will be provided with the Challenge Cards 
during the week. Return your completed Challenge Cards at the 
end of the month to go in the prize draw. There are 10 x $100 
Rebel Sports and 30 x Passes to Ascot Vale Leisure Centre up 
for grabs. 

If you live further away, part-way is okay! You can use our Park 
and Walk locations to still join in on the challenge. 

Find the best walking and cycling routes using the Better Moves 
Around Schools map on Councilôs website: 

Getting to and from school safely - Moonee Valley City 
Council (mvcc.vic.gov.au) 

 

 

SUNSMART 

All students are required to wear a broad brimmed or legionnaires school hat to protect the 
face, neck and ears when outdoors. Peak caps and visors are not considered as suitable 
alternatives. Students not wearing appropriate hats will be required to stay in specific areas 
protected by the sun.  

Students have access to sunscreen in classrooms. They are also encouraged to bring 
sunscreen in their school bags to apply before recess and lunch time. If your child needs a 
new hat, please call the school office as we have school hats available from the front office. 
 
 

STATE ELECTION ï FUNDRAISING SAUSAGE SIZZLE  

 
Avondale Primary School is a voting centre for the State Election on Saturday, November 26. 

The fundraising team are looking for volunteers to work at the Sausage Sizzle that will be in operation on this 

day, between 7am ï 3pm. If you have an hour or two to spare, we would really appreciate your time.  

If you are available to volunteer your time, please email the school at avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call 

the front office on 93181755 by Friday, November 11. A roster will then be created and shared with our 

volunteers.  

We are also asking for donations for the Sausage Sizzle. Information has been sent out through Compass and 

families can record the item they would like to donate at the office. 

Volunteering at this event is a great opportunity to meet other families and members of our school community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/live/my-neighbourhood/schools/#gettingtoandfromschool
https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/live/my-neighbourhood/schools/#gettingtoandfromschool
mailto:avondale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
 

Students have been participating in the Jump Rope For Heart program this Term. They have participated in a 
range of individual and group activities. Students have had the opportunity to perform and demonstrate their 
skills to their classmates and improve their jumping skills.  
 

On Wednesday November 2, students have their óJump Off Dayô, where they will participate in 30minutes of 
skipping rotations with their grade level cohort. This provides all students the opportunity to demonstrate their 
skills to students and teachers from their grade level, 
 

Students will participate with their Cohort for 30 minutes sessions at the Avondale Heights Community 
Precinct Stadium. Parents are Welcome to attend. The Day will run from the following timetable: 
 

¶ 9.00 ï 9.30: Foundation 

¶ 9.40 ï 10.10: Grade 1 

¶ 10.20 ï 10.50: Grade 2 

¶ 11.15 ï 11.45: Grade 3 

¶ 12:00 ï 12.30: Grade 4 

¶ 12.40 ï 1.10: Grade 6 

¶ 2.15 ï 2.45: Grade 5 
 
 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE  

We held our meeting on Tuesday 18 October where School Council received a verbal report from our new 

OHSC provider, Team Kids updating us on their first 3 weeks at Avondale. The School Council members were 

really pleased to learn about the smooth transition to Avondale Primary and exciting activities planned. 

The Council endorsed the following:  

¶ Foundation Breakfast   
¶ Stay Late Afternoon (Grade 1)  
¶ Interrelate Tricky Talks Program  

TEAM KIDS ï Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)  
   

The welcome Coffee morning held by TeamKids last week was a huge success. It was great to see families visit 
the Coffee Van and chat in the yard in the morning. Thank you to TeamKids for hosting this event 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GARDEN CLUB UPDATE  

 
Over the past few weeks in the Garden students from grades 3-6 have been enjoying weeding, planting, 
harvesting and watering our school vegetable garden. Our winter harvest included some radishes, lettuce 
and lemons. After a few weeks of weeding, the garden bed was finally ready for planting. 

Last week, the Grades Three and Grade Four students planted eggplant and also participated in a 
sunflower planting session with Signorina Pace where they planted over 30 sunflowers and discussed the 
lifecycle of a sunflower. Students who participated will be able to take their sunflower sapling home at the 
end of the year to see it grow to its fullest potential. They also worked to develop a bilingual display wall in 
the garden area with all the harvests labeled in English and Italian. 

With the spring weather in full swing students in Grades Five and Six planted zucchini, capsicum, carrots, 
potatoes and tomatoes with Mr. Pat. They also engaged in rich discussions about the health benefits of 
eating vegetables and gardening.  

We look forward to watching our garden grow and hope for lots of wonderful harvests over the term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden Club Coordinators                                                                                                                                                           
Sarah Pace ï Italian Teacher  

 
Patrick Calleja ï Grade 5 Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In Inquiry lessons, Foundation students have been exploring fairy tales. They have created masks to retell the 
story of óThe Three Little Pigs.ô Students also worked in pairs to re-create the setting from the story óRapunzelô. 
They had lots of fun working collaboratively to make a 3D castle from paper. 

 

Pyjama Breakfast ï Foundation 

Last Friday, the Foundation students had the opportunity to take part in a camp experience. This was to develop 

their confidence and independence. Students were excited to arrive early at school dressed in their pyjamas. 

We started the morning by watching the movie Happy Feet. Then it was breakfast time! Students helped 

themselves to cereal and toast, using their knife skills to spread the Vegemite or jam themselves. Some children 

went back for seconds, or even thirds! The breakfast was washed down with a juice or flavoured milk. Students 

had the opportunity to sit with people different to their usual peers and have positive conversations. When 

breakfast was over, students got dressed into their school uniforms independently and brushed their teeth, ready 

to start the school day! 

All students did a wonderful job at getting themselves ready for school. Well done everybody! 

 
 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 



 

On Thursday the 20th of October the Grade Ones participated in an event called óGrade One Afternoon Stay 
Lateô. The students joined in on many fun activities like painting, creating animal masks, pass the parcel, 
playing board games and a disco.  

Ishi 1A- I enjoyed the disco and the craft. I loved dancing and I loved painting the duck sculpture.  

Kostas 1A- I liked the board game activities because Arthur and I got to play different games together. 

Alysha 1B- I liked the disco because it was fun and we got glow sticks.  

Vincent 1B- I liked everything about our grade 1 stay late, I liked eating the lemonade icy pole.  

Leila 1C: Stay late was good. I liked the games and painting the animals. The disco was really fun.  

Will 1C:I really liked Stay Late. I liked it so much that I want to have another one. I liked every activity. I liked 
the headband game. I liked pass the parcel because everyone got a prize.  



  

  



  

 



 

 

As part of our inquiry unit Robot Buddies, 2A and 2B students have been thinking creatively to design a new 
and improved chair and list the materials needed to create their chair. Their design had to include a circle, 
triangle, square and a rectangle. 

 



 

As part of the Grade 2 Inquiry Unit Robot Buddies, 2C have been practicing being creative in different ways. 
This week, students explored the concept of designing new objects, by combining the features of two existing 
objects. In pairs, students had to think of an appropriate name for their newly designed object and present their 
ideas, describing their new object's purpose and function.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Students from Grade 3 and Grade 4 recently attended the Bendigo Goldfields Camp. Despite the wet 
conditions, everyone had a lot of fun exploring the Art Gallery, Golden Dragon Museum, Discovery Science & 
Technology Centre and the Golden Nugget Tourist Park. All of the campers had a fantastic time exploring the 
dry sites of Bendigo (ha ha pardon the pun). 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


