AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER #15 Friday October 13, 2023

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all.

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility

Acknowledgement of Country

Hello to our Avondale community,

We are now two weeks into Term 4. Our students have
demonstrated our school values of Respect,
Responsibility and Learning on their return from school
holidays. We have a range of learning experiences
planned for this term, so please make sure you read all
Compass posts for information as each event gets
closer.

Our Inquiry Units in Term Four are focusing on
Connections across the school.

1 Foundation: Great and Small

1 Grade 1 and Grade 2: Through Generations
1 Grade 3 and Grade 4: Our Island Home

1 Grade 5 and Grade 6: Data and Decisions

Our Grade 2 students had a wonderful day at Animal
Land yesterday despite the wet weather and enjoyed
popcorn, a prima, an icy pole and a movie after school.

The Foundation teachers are working closely with
kindergarten teachers and will visit local kindergartens
in the coming weeks.

Foundation Information Session: Wednesday 1
November 6-7pm

IMPORTANT DATES

Thursday 19
October

Grade One ACMI Excursion

Friday 20 October

Avondale Primary School
DISCO (during school hours)

CASUAL DRESS 1 Gold Coin
Donation for Seeing Eye
Dogs and Make a Wish

Wednesday 1

Foundation 2024 Parent/

November Carer Information Session
6:00pm i 7:00pm
Tuesday 7 Melbourne Cup Public
November Holiday i School closed
Friday 10 Curriculum Day i
November Student Free Day
* TEAM KIDS BOOKINGS
AVAILABLE
Thursday 7 Whole school community
December Celebration Evening and

performance

Friday 8 December

Celebration performance
back up date 9am

Tuesday 12
December

Year 6 Orientation Day-
Government secondary
schools

Thursday 14

Grade 6 Graduation

December Ceremony
Wednesday 20 Last day term 4 2023
December

Avondale Primary will be holding three on site transition sessions from 9:15am-10:15am on:

Wednesday 8» November
Wednesday 15~ November
Wednesday 22~ November

If your child is not returning to Avondale Primary in 2024, please let the school office staff know, as this will impact
on our workforce planning for 2024.

On Wednesday our staff and students engaged in learning through the Cyber Safety Project. We explored
different themes across Foundation to Grade 6, including how to be and feel safe online, the importance of
connecting with known people only, considering the types of information shared online, making good digital
choices, being empowered to protect privacy and personal data and establishing positive and respectful
relationships. It was great to see a very large humber of our students participate. These concepts were
explored further with our staff engaging in Professional Learning. These sessions were very timely as we
pause and consider online presence and how paramount online safety is for us all. The parent sessions that
are being offered are a fabulous way to build your knowledge to extend this learning further. Please see
information and login details later in the newsletter, promoting attendance at the live online parent session
focusing on digital balance and wellbeing. We look forward to seeing many of our families access this
opportunity.



Avondale Primary School is a voting centre for the Referendum tomorrow, Saturday October 14. NO BBQ
will be running on this day.

On Friday October 20 we are having a whole school disco and casual dress day. Please see further details
later in the newsletter.

On Tuesday, October 24 our students have an amazing opportunity to explore Indigenous stories and music with
an incursion led by Sarah James and Ron Murray from Kinja. This experience is designed to increase our
understanding of Koorie culture and to develop practices that ensure a culturally inclusive and safe environment
at Avondale Primary School, enhancing our approach to the Child Safe Standard, focusing on establishing a
culturally safe environment in which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of Aboriginal children and
young people are respected and valued. There is no cost for students to engage in this incursion.

Have a lovely weekend,
Jill Benham, Principal and Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal

MEET OUR 2023 SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERS

Jon - | am a proud dad to two daughters, Leila (5) who is in Foundation A this year, and Amelie (2) who will likely
attend APS in a few years time. | volunteered to the school council to help shape the way ahead for both of them,
and to apply my business skills to support the running and governance of the school. It's also been a fantastic
chance to see the many positive plans, initiatives and investments underway. | welcome the chance to connect
with other like minded parents as a Council member.

Reece - With a long history in community connection through safety and risk reduction, | want to contribute where
| can to assist the school community and encourage my daughter through participation of the school council to
achieve the best.

Hi, my nameis Annerley, and 1 6d | i ke to intr oduc ety. Hayisgdvedin Avandale
Heights for my entire life, my journey in education began right here at Avondale Primary, where | made lasting
connections and received a solid foundation for my future. Today, as a parent, | am proud to say that my children
(Mason Y7, Shaylee G5 and Imogen FC) are the third generation of our family to attend Avondale Primary. My
passion for this school and our tight-knit local community is boundless, and | enjoy working alongside our school
community to continue the legacy of excellence that our school represents. | aspired to join the School Council
and Fundraising Team envisioning a collective effort to create a positive impact on the lives of our children and
nurture a sense of unity that defines Avondale Heights.

Hello everyone, I'm Scott Cameron, and I've been a member of the school council for a little over a year. | have
two sons: Oliver, currently in Grade 2, and Liam, who will be joining APS in 2025. As a dedicated parent, my goal
is to fully support our school and community to provide the best for our kids.

My name is Lance Ferguson and | have a year 6 daughter here at Avondale Primary. This is my second round of
involvement on the school council and am privileged to be able to contribute to its past, present and future
development. | spent most of my young adult career in the Army and then as a Financial analyst and corporate
banker o/s.

Hi, I'm Brian and this is my second year as a school council member. Originally from Ireland, Melbourne has been
my home for the past 12 yrs. | love my sports and continue to play competitively with Melbourne University. My
profession is a mental health nurse practitioner. If you see me around the school, | am always open to discussion,
viewpoints and opinions from other parents.

I'm Trevor and a parent of three boys currently in foundation, grade 3 and grade 4. | am a secondary teacher at a
local school and am passionate about the education of the children in the local area. The Avondale community is
one that is thriving and | am proud to be in a position where | can offer my support to the school.

Hi , Isébélimand | have a daughter in grade 4 as well as one who is how at Rosehill having finished at Avondale
last year. Working alongside the other council members and with the school leadership is both a fantastic and
rewarding experience which | thoroughly enjoy. | have served on the school council for a few years now and really
relish the opportunity to make a difference to our amazing community.
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SAVE THE DATE: APS WHOLE SCHOOL CELEBRATION EVENING

On Thursday 7th December our school is holding a whole school celebration evening to provide an opportunity
for our community to come together. Families are invited to bring their own picnic dinner and find a place on the
oval from 5.00pm onwards. There will be two picnic areas marked with cones for families with picnic rugs and
chairs.

As students need to be seated at 6.05pm, ready to perform at 6.15pm, we encourage students to come to
school dressed ready to perform and eat dinner/snacks prior to the performances. Students will remain with their
grade until the end of the performances and raffle.

The canteen will be open for families to purchase bottled water, soft drinks and ice creams between 5 and 6pm.

Learning Community 2 will also be open between 5 and 6pm for familiestoviewo ur st u d e n ariverk, a ma z
created this year.

The night will conclude at 7.30pm.
Students and staff look forward to seeing our families on Thursday, 7th December. Please note: If the event is

required to be cancelled due to the weather a back up event (performance only) will be held on Friday 8
December at 9am.

SCHOOL DISCO

On Friday October 20 we will be having a disco during school hours. Three discos will be held throughout the
day. There is no cost for students to attend the disco.

Students are invited to dress in casual clothes on this day and bring a gold coin donation. Donations will be
shared betweenthetwo char i ties our students selected O6Make a W

Donations

will be [, 7 SR
evenly split % |:7'|Cl°\/ 2.0"'

between the M Octolsey
Make a Wish \//ee\'l 3

Foundation
and Seeing
Eye Dogs.

SECOND HAND UNIFORM

If families have any uniform items their children have outgrown that they would like to donate, please ensure
they have been washed and drop them into the front office. This is a great way to support other families and
members of the Avondale community.



SUNSMART POLICY i NO HAT, NO PLAY

In line with our SunSmart Policy, all students are expected to wear hats that protect their face, neck
and ears (legionnaire, broad-brimmed or bucket hat) whenever they are outside during mid-August
to the end of April. Thank you for supporting us by reminding your child/ren to wear their hats every
day.

SAFETY AND SUPERVISION

The Sydney Street pedestrian gate now has a code lock installed. Families attending
Team Kids will be given the code to access the gate before and after school hours. Just
a reminder to all families that supervision in the school yard begins at 8:30am. No
student should be unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are attending
Team Kids. The code lock helps us to ensure only Avondale families are accessing the
school before and after school, when the yard is no longer supervised. Thank you for
your support in keeping the gate closed and not sharing the code.

Please ensure that you are not walking through the school car park when arriving and
exiting the school.

Slow down around schools

CYBER SAFETY PROJECT

The next Live Parent Cyber Safety Project Webinar will be held next CYBERSAFETYPROJECT
Tuesday 17 October, 7.30pm 1 8.30pm. The topic of this webinar will
be Digital Balance and Wellbeing. \/

To access the LIVE webinar register via the link cybersafetyproject.com.au/webinars

A recording will be available to watch on demand 24 - 48 hours after the live session by visiting link above.
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1 stions, you've completed setting
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcybersafetyproject.com.au%2Fwebinars%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3f698919794846c14a3c08dbc9456318%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638325072428470081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EWoHicAXzPrwKloia3zJiHH2VCT7Zd1c8jaVBUXQG1o%3D&reserved=0

IG SCHOOL &

Supporting your child to
make a happy transition
to primary school!

REGISTER
ABOUT THE PROGRAM AND BOOK

HERE!

%

INDEPENDENCE Big changes in a little person's life can feel
Selireliont children are overwhelming. Our BIG SCHOOL Ready Program
curious explorers of new runs through the Summer School Holiday Program

environments & relationships.

and supports school readiness through a fun program
practicing the important skills your child has begun
CONFIDENCE to learn ot Kinder, Preschool & Day Care.

When children feel good *CONTACT OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE TEAM FOR MORE INFORMATION.
about themselves, they're

more likely 1o try new things.

o RESILIENCE

Things don't clways go to
plan so bouncing back from
challenges is o life-long skill.

FAMILIARITY

Whether it's a familiar face
or a place, when children
are at-ecse, they can focus.

FRIENDSHIPS

Best friends share, toke
turns, cooperate, listen;
traits at the heart of all

respectful relafionships. WE CAN'T WAIT TO WELCOME YOUR FAMILY IN SUMMER!

LET THE FUN BEGIN! 1300 035 000 | teamkids.com.au




TEACHING AND LEARNING

Literacy, Grade 3/4 Camp and Grade 2 Day Camp

In Foundation, we have been actively exploring Procedural Writing. Students enthusiastically participated in
the procedure process by making fairy bread and writing the steps that they followed to make the bread. The
fairy bread was very yum and we did some great writing! We also incorporated activities such as crafting
animal corner bookmarks and creating kites. This has provided ongoing opportunities for students to further
develop their writing skills by recording the steps they followed.
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In Literacy, students in Grade One have been exploring fairytales. So far, we have read and listened to the
story of The Three Little Pigs and Little Red Riding Hood. Students have learnt about the au t h @urpgbse of
these texts (to entertain) and have focused on retelling the stories. Wehave wused stick pu
theatre play scripts, and writing templates, to retell the story in different ways; first rehearsing orally, followed
by sequencing pictures, to writing the characters, setting, beginning, middle and end of the story. Next week
we will retell the story of The Gingerbread Man! Fairytales are fun!
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Grade 2 Day Camp

On Thursday 12th of October the Grade 2 students went on their Day Camp to Animal Land in Diggers Rest.
At Animal Land, students hand milked a cow, made butter in a churn, had a hand led pony ride, played on the
adventure playground, met the chooks, hand fed the ducks and were taken on a tractor ride to visit the pigs,
alpacas, sheep, cows, goats, horses and geese.

Students had the opportunity to visit the nursery and hold baby animals, as well as participate in a number of
team building activities throughout the day, practising our school values of Responsibility, Respect and
Learning.

Upon our arrival to school , students had an exten
Petsd, having popcorn, juice and an i cy predlastheyWha
a fantastic time!













Grade 3/4 Camp
During the last week of Term 3, a large number of Grade 3 and Grade 4 students attended the Lady
Northcote camp in Bacchus Marsh.

We had three days of fun and adventures including making damper, going on the giant swing, bike riding,
orienteering, playing frisbee golf, learning archery and completing a scavenger hunt.

The kids had an amazing time and so did the teachers! The bus trip home was very quiet after an action-
packed camp. The recount writing from students highlighted that they were impressed with the camp food
and approved of the camp activities!




Super ready to settle into Towrie Lodge.

A brave student on the big swing.
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Trying to be a little more creative with the
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Making damper.

Cherig\ friends o wi t h




Excitedly awaiting turns for the big swing.




