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Hello to our Avondale community,  
 
The last two weeks of this term have seen our students 
engage in a whole school Sports Day, Grade 3/4 
Camp, Basketball Round Robin and I Can Network 
Imagination Club celebration. 
 
Our Grade 5/6 students demonstrated our school 
values of Respect, Responsibility and Learning when participating in the Basketball Round Robin. We had two 
teams participate in five games each. Thank you to the families who came to cheer us on.  

The ICAN Network ï Imagination Club culminated last week in a celebration, with families invited to be a part of 
the experience. Students who participated in the Imagination Club were awarded certificates congratulating them 
for completing the 2023 I CAN program and gaining skills in leadership, well-being, teamwork and advocacy. We 
look forward to future collaborations that uplift and empower our students.  

In Term 4, we have used our Mental Health Boost funds to engage our students in Cyber Safety learning 
experiences on October 11 and family sessions (additional information is provided later in the newsletter) and a 
School Disco over three sessions on Friday 20th October. This provides the opportunity for all students to be 
able to participate in these experiences. 
 
Thank you Trevor and the Harrison family, for 
raising funds to purchase additional decodable 
take-home readers. The students are thrilled to 
have new books and are excited to share and 
read them at home with their families. 
 
Congratulations to Ms Devine, Ms Nicolaou 

and Mr Lumby for organising a wonderful 

Sports Day. Thank you to all our wonderful staff and parent helpers for facilitating such a successful day for our 

students despite the weather.   A big well done to the students for displaying great sportsmanship and thank you 

to the following visiting sporting groups who assisted in the running of the activities: V Team Taekwondo, East 

Keilor Netball Club, Elite Football Training, Avondale Heights Netball Club, Major League Dodgeball, Muay Thai-

Strike Studio, Marc Sophoulis, Maribyrnong Sports School,  Avondale Raiders Basketball Club, Avondale 

Heights Football Club, Avondale Football Club, Avondale Heights Cricket Club and Essendon Keilor College . 

 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday September 
15 

Last Day Term 3 
2.15pm  

Monday October 2 Day 1 of Term 4  
Gates open at 8.30am 

Thursday October 
12 

Grade 2 Day Camp ï Animal 
Land 

Friday October 13 Foundation Breakfast 

Wednesday 11 
October 

Cyber Safety Project 
Student Sessions 

Thursday 19 
October  

Grade One ACMI Excursion 

Friday 20 October Avondale Primary School 
Disco (during school hours) 

Wednesday 1 
November 

Foundation Parent 
Information Session 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

Friday 10 
November 

Curriculum Day 
* TEAM KIDS BOOKINGS 
AVAILABLE 



This week our Grade 3 and Grade 4 students headed to Lady Northcote Discovery Camp for a 3 day camp where 
they engaged in a range of activities and experiences, including bike riding, giant swing, orienteering, bush 
cooking, archery and frisbee golf. A big thank you to our Grade 3 and Grade 4 teams, specialist teachers and 
education support staff who attended this camp and supported our students to ensure that they brought home 
many amazing memories. 
 
A reminder that for the safety of children with food allergies we have a ñno food sharingò approach. Teachers 
remind students of our schoolôs ñno food sharing approachò and discourage students from bringing ónut productsô 
to school, on excursions and camps. Students are also discouraged from bringing in food to celebrate birthdays 
or other events. In the event that these are brought to school, students are requested to take these home and 
seek parent permission before eating. 
 

The Sydney Street Gate will be locked over the school holidays with access only available for families accessing 

Team Kids.  

If you child/ren are moving to another school in 2024, please contact the front office to let us know. This is 

important for us when workforce planning for 2024. 

Thank you to our school community for your support throughout Term 3 and three cheers to all of our amazing 

volunteers. Have a great break with your family over the school holidays. 

 

Jill Benham, Principal and Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal 
 

 
At Avondale Primary School, we are an inclusive school that is proud of 

our diverse and multicultural community. We have many families who 

communicate using a range of languages at home, were born overseas or 

have travelled to Australia to live. One way that we inspire interest in and 

respect for other cultures is through learning a language. This helps us to 

learn about other peoples, their ideas and ways of thinking as well as 

develop critical thinking and problem solving skills.  

Please complete the survey below by Monday 18 September to assist us 

in reviewing our Language program. 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/YxMaxCiA0y 

 
 
 

 
We held our School Council meeting on Tuesday 5th September. We discussed the following:  

¶ The importance of the Parent/ Caregiver/Guardian Opinion survey (now closed) and how to increase 
participation from our community for future surveys. 

¶ Safety both in and around the school. The school leadership team have worked closely with Moonee Valley 
Council to ensure the new zebra crossing is completed in time for term 4 and the 40 speed limit signs will 
also be painted on Wood Street.   

¶ The keypad has now been installed on the Sydney Street gate to ensure safety of our students and families, 
before, during and after school.  

¶ Students, families and staff will be learning about Cyber Safety from Wednesday 11th October with the Cyber 
Safety Project.  

¶ The Fundraising Committee have been working hard this term with the Father's Day stall and the cookie 
dough fundraiser. Thank you for supporting these. 

¶ We still need more canteen helpers! Even if you can just manage a couple of hours, please get involved (no 
previous experience required)! 

Isabelle Sawtell 
School Council President 
 
 

LANGUAGE SURVEY 

SCHOOL COUNCIL REPORT 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FYxMaxCiA0y&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Carroll%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf44a344042734ca0f17008dbb50be48e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638302834953992954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WoGsvNquvmzvRMKWSSIDKPKw%2FMKsYfsnwSBotmuIPyc%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
During our Student Representative Council meetings in Week 9 and 10, Ms Matthews was 
our special guest chatting to our SRC about how we can ensure we are looking after our 
environment at Avondale P.S. Students suggested we collect rubbish during one lunchtime 
to see how much rubbish is in our yard. We will meet next term to set a goal to work towards 
in Term 4.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
The Premiersô Reading Challenge has ended for 2023. Congratulations to the students who completed the 
challenge. These students will be awarded certificates signed by the Victorian Premier and former premiers, in 
Term 4.  
 

 
All students are expected to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears (legionnaire, broad-
brimmed or bucket hat) whenever they are outside during mid-August to the end of April.  Thank 
you for supporting this initiative and reminding your child/ren to wear their hats every day. 

 
The Sydney Street gate has had a code lock installed on it. Families attending Team Kids will be given the code 

to access the gate before and after school hours. Just a reminder to all families that supervision in the school yard 

begins at 8:30am. No student should be unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are attending 

Team Kids.  

FOUNDATION STUDENTS ï PYJAMA BREAKFAST 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 

PREMIERSô READING CHALLENGE 

SUNSMART POLICY ï NO HAT, NO PLAY 

TEAM KIDS ï SYDNEY STREET GATE 



 
A pedestrian crossing will be installed at the intersection of Wood Street and Sydney Street from on or around the 
20 September 2023. The works will continue for around two days (weather and group conditions permitting). 
 
The works include a new pedestrian crossing and asphalt speed humps. 
 
Working hours will be from Monday to Friday, 7am ï 5pm. The intersection will be closed for the duration of the 
works. Properties with vehicles in the area will be maintained at all times. Please follow any traffic management in 
place.  

 

 

We have noticed that students are arriving at school prior to 8:30am. Just a reminder to all 

families that supervision in the school yard begins at 8:30am. No student should be 

unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are attending Team Kids. 

Please ensure that you are not walking through the school car park when arriving and exiting 

the school. 

Over the holidays, Moonee Valley Council are installing zebra crossings at our Wood Street 

ï Sydney Street roundabout. 

 

 

It takes a village to raise a child. We deliver cyber safety and digital wellbeing education that meets the needs of 

students, staff and parents, creating partnerships that continue to support your whole community. 

On Wednesday 11th October students will participate in an incursion learning about Digital Safety with the Cyber 

Safety Project. Information about what each cohort of students will learn is detailed below. 

FOUNDATION TO YEAR 2 

Our youngest students explore how to be safe online with help seeking a focus in this session. Students will 

practice the skill of Thinking About How You Feel and tap into their emotions. Unsafe online feelings such as 

scared, worried, nervous, sad, mad, angry or confused will lead them to S.T.O.P. what they are doing and seek 

help. Students will explore why it isnôt always safe online and discuss the types of people they may connect with, 

including Familiar People, Strange People, Tricky People and Unkind People. 

 

YEAR 3 AND 4 

Our middle students will explore the places they may go online to connect, learn and play, identifying different 

personal, private and public spaces. Students will evaluate who might be able to see them, whilst carefully 

considering the type of information they share. The theme of making good digital choices will lead students to 

think about their personal and public information and how to protect this by crafting long and strong passwords 

for their personal online accounts.  

YEAR 5 AND 6 

Our eldest students will be empowered to establish skills to self manage their own digital lives in this interactive 

digital safety session. Students will uncover how easy it can be to overshare online and find ways to protect their 

privacy and personal data. Students will be made aware of social protocols online and will consider their 

responsibilities as online citizens by discussing how they can establish positive and respectful relationships 

online. 

 
Families also have access to the following online Parent and Guardian Webinar Series. To access these 
webinars scan the QR code below to register.  

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING INSTALLATION 

SAFETY AND SUPERVISION  

CYBER SAFETY PROJECT   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM KIDS  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

In Foundation, students have been excited to explore our inquiry topic, "The Bridge and Beyond." 
Throughout the unit, students have had opportunities to create objects using various materials. This 
week, students worked in pairs to construct a bridge designed to carry objects, such as handmade cars. 
Students also had the chance to craft various items using a variety of materials, including cars, robots, 
and jellyfish. It has been a wonderful experience for students as they delve into our inquiry unit. 

  

   

 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

Inquiry Learning 
 



  

 

 
  

 
Our buddies came to help in Foundation B! 

In Grade One, students have been exploring Light and Sound. Students used reusable materials to 
make musical instruments such as guitars, maracas and scrapers. In small groups, students planned a 
performance and created puppets to use to tell a story. They also used their musical instruments to 
create sounds to accompany their performance. Students used a light source to make their puppets into 
shadows. They all did an amazing job! 



1A 

 

1A 

 

1B - Making instruments using bells and pipe cleaners. 

 

1B - Musical invention. 

 

1B - Washboard that doubles as guitar and even a shaker. 

 

1B - Experimenting with different materials to produce an instrument. 

 



 

 
1C - Vera, Dexter, Ann and Christian displaying their characters for 
their puppet show óThe Shooting Star That Hit Earthô 

 
1C - Puppet show in action! 

 
1C - Caroline, Charlie, Tim and Aimi getting ready to perform their 
puppet show óThe Fire Dragonô.  

 
1C - Making our own musical instruments from recycled items to 
accompany our puppet show performances.  

In 2A we have been exploring the inquiry unit óLight and Soundô. As part of this unit the students had to 
plan, rehearse and present a shadow puppet show. In the lead up to the show they created musical 
instruments from recycled materials and experimented with Chrome Music Lab to create different sound 
effects that would enhance their performance. They turned short stories into scripts and designed and 
crafted puppets. The final results were amazing and we all enjoyed the performances this week.  

 

 



 

 

In 2B we have been learning about óLight and Soundô. We have been working in small groups planning, 
rehearsing and performing our shadow puppet shows. We were very proud of our acting skills and 
expression whilst experimenting with shadows, sounds and movement during our performances. 

 

  



 

  

 

In 2C we have been exploring the Inquiry unit óLight and Soundô. As part of this unit, the students had to 
plan, rehearse and present a shadow puppet show. We chose fairy tales such as Little Red Riding Hood, 
The Ugly Duckling, Three Little Pigs, The Elves and the Shoemaker, Chicken Licken, The Gingerbread 
man and The Three Billy Goats Gruff. Students enjoyed exploring elements of sounds and practising 
their oral language skills through these presentations.  

  



 

Grade 3 students have enjoyed learning about forces this term and were very excited about our balloon 
powered car challenge championships! Congratulations to the final winners: Keira, George and Quin! 

  

   

This term Grade 4 students were immersed in an Inquiry unit, óForces and Functionsô, that involved 
designing and creating objects that move as a result of force. 
 
Students were given a homework task to create a marble run with their families. They were all so 
different, all so creative and they were so much fun to share together! Some students took on the 
challenge to modify their run so that the marble made it through the maze in less than 10 seconds.  
 



Another highlight amongst other activities associated with investigating óForces and Functions, was 
learning how kites are made and the steps to follow to fly them. We went on the oval to test our kites and 
had an opportunity to make adjustments to the design, to make them more aerodynamic. Ms Pilar and 
Andrew spent a lot of time preparing the kite frames for us and we were all very grateful for their work. It 
was a lot of fun and we had a good windy day to help them to take off! 

  

  

   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
  

    


