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Hello to our Avondale community, 
 

What an outstanding effort of our students and their families in creating amazing Book Week characters for our 
Book Week Parade last week. It certainly was fantastic to have so many families join us on this day. Our 
students did us proud in being creative, confident, enthusiastic and engaged in our Book Week celebrations. 
 

Our Avondale Primary Sports Day today, saw lots of excited students, demonstrating a range of skills, engaging 
in learning and having a great deal of fun. A big thank you to our Fundraising team for organising special lunch 
orders for lunch. You canôt beat those BBQ aromas. 
 

We are currently working with the Avondale Heights Police and Moonee Valley Council to promote safe driving, 
parking and pedestrian practices around our school. The safety of our students is paramount and we are 
encouraging all of our community to model these appropriate behaviours, particularly at drop off and pick up 
times when traffic is at its peak. 
 

Last Friday, our grade 4 and 5 students watched a matinee performance of óCharlie and the Chocolate Factoryô 

at Essendon Keilor College. The production was a great opportunity for our students to watch a live performance 

of drama, dance and musical acts, performed by our local secondary college students at EKC. 
 

Grade 5/6 students who participated in the Gala basketball day last Friday, represented our school with pride, 
team spirt, confidence and enthusiasm. A big thank you to Miss Devine and Mrs Needham, alongside our 
parents and carers for coaching, scoring and supporting the APS teams. 
 

Staff had the privilege of watching our F-2 Junior School Choir sing óSunshine in My Heartô during their lunchtime 
Club on Wednesday. Their singing and dancing bought many smiles to their audience. The Choir Club look forward 
to performing at a school assembly in the near future. 
 

A reminder to all those families who have children starting school in 2023 to enrol your child as soon as possible. 
If you know any families in our community who have children starting Foundation next year, please also remind 
them to enrol. We will be sending further information about our upcoming Foundation 2023 Information session 
in Term 4 to families who are currently enrolled. Our final Term 3 school tour for new enrolments is Wednesday, 
September 7 @ 9.30am. For further enrolment information and to book a place on this tour, please contact the 
school office on 9318 1755. 
 

We would like to thank Mrs Sarah Chaouk for her contributions to teaching and 

learning at Avondale Primary School. Students in 5A have engaged in a range of 

learning experiences, growing as learners with Sarah as their teacher. We wish 

Sarah the very best in the next stage of her journey and look forward to meeting the 

new addition to her family very soon. 

 
Staff look forward to continuing their mathematics learning journey with consultant 
Margarita Breed next Thursday and Friday. As a way of prompting mathematics at 
Avondale Primary we invite you and your family to solve the following Brain Buster: 
How many squares can you see?  
                                                                                                                                  Solutions will be published in our next newsletter.  

 
 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 
excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Tuesday,  
September 13 

TeamKids (OHSC) Family 
Information Webinar 6.30pm 

Thursday,  
September 15 

Athletics Day ï Grades 3 ï 6 @ 
Aberfeldie Athletics Track 

Friday, 
September 16 

Crazy Hair/Casual Dress Day 
Last day of Term 3 
Finish time ï 2.15pm 

Monday, 
October 3 

First Day of Term 4 

Acknowledgement of Country 



 
Congratulations to Ben Lai who won 4 bronze medals in the 25m freestyle, backstroke, 
backstroke and butterfly events at the North-West Aquatic's Annual Encouragement 
Meet last Saturday.   

 
Joe Scarfo ï Assistant Principal             
Jill Benham ï Principal                                    

                                                

HAPPY FATHERôS AND SPECIAL PERSONôS DAY 
 
 

A big thank you to our fundraising team for organising and running our Fatherôs Day 
and Special Personôs Day Stall yesterday and Second Chance Stall today. We thank 
all families for their support and wish all Avondale Fathers and Special People a 
wonderful day on Sunday. 

 
 

TEAM KIDS ï Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)  
Commencing @ APS on Monday October 3 

 

 
 

 



STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 
 

Our SRC members have been exploring some options for raising money to support States School Relief. 

States School Relief is a Victorian-based not for profit organisation that believes that every student has the right 

to access an education free from financial discrimination and that education remains the most accessible 

pathway out of poverty. In the last year alone, State Schoolsô Relief have assisted over 70,500 students with 

uniforms, shoes and other essential educational items. Fundraising is crucial for this organisation to enable 

them to continue assisting all Victorian students in need. 

To support this organisation, our SRC are organising a Crazy Hair Day including casual dress for our 

last day of term 3 Friday, September 16. Students are asked to bring a gold coin donation to support this 

fundraising event.  

 

Our Camping Program at Avondale Primary School is being implemented throughout Term Four. This is an 
integral part of the curriculum and our staff have planned great experiences across all grades. 

¶ In Foundation we are having an early start to the day with breakfast at school. 

¶ Grade One students are having an extended afternoon at school, engaging in team building activities 
and afternoon tea. 

¶ Grade Two students are building relationships and independence in a day camp experience 

¶ Grades Three and Four students are heading off to Bendigo for a two night, three day experience 

¶ Grades Five and Six students are venturing interstate for four nights/five days, to explore our national 
capital of Canberra 

 
We have a whole school Celebration family event planned for December. Further information to be provided next 
term. 

 

VICTORIAN PREMIERSô READING CHALLENGE 

 
Throughout the Premiersô Reading Challenge, Avondale PS students wrote many book reviews and read a 
GRAND FINAL TOTAL of 1362. Well done! 
 

Congratulations to the 41 students who completed the Premiersô Reading Challenge who will be awarded a 
certificate for completing the challenge at an upcoming assembly when the certificates arrive at school.  
 

Thank you to all students and families who participated in the challenge. 
 

 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 
  

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and 
Training that is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of familiesô perceptions of school climate, 
student behaviour and student engagement. We encourage all families to participate in this survey. Our school 
will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
Survey results will be communicated to parents/caregivers/guardians through our annual report. 
 

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey closes on Friday 16th September.  
The online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English, including Arabic, Vietnamese, 
Simplified Chinese, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 
 

An email has been sent through Compass to all families with a unique log in and password to complete the 
survey. We appreciate your feedback. 
 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN TERM 4 

PARENT/CAREGIVER/GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY  



 

Book Week 
Our students embraced all that book week had to offer. From classroom activities to the book parade and 
sharing new books. Teachers were able to share a variety of shortlisted titles with their students during 
their library session and many grades came together to share stories with each other during partner 
reading activities. All new books will be available for students to borrow and share with you at home. 
On Wednesday we held our Book Parade at the gymnasium across the road. What an amazing sight, 
seeing all the students coming dressed as a character from their favourite book or as part of this yearôs 
theme, Dreaming with Eyes Open. A huge thank you to all our families for making the Book Week 
Parade such a success. 

 
Congratulations to the following students who were awarded for the most creative and imaginative 
costumes in each grade level. 
Foundation: Roshia P- A Bookworm 
Grade 1: Alicia P- A robot from the book ñRobot Rumpusò 
Grade 2: Samuel S - ñMacca the Alpaccaò 
Grade 3: Kristina G- Harry Potterôs flying car from the book ñHarry Potter and the Chamber of Secretsò 
Grade 4: Shaylee B- A tree from Andy Griffiths series of books of the 13 Storey Treehouse. 
Grade 5: Neel B- ñThe Rainbow Serpentò 
Grade 6: Olivia V- ñMununja the Butterflyò  

 
 

 
 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
BOOK WEEK and LITERACY HIGHLIGHTS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Foundation PLC 
During Book Week, Foundation students completed a book review with their grade 4 buddy. Students 
listened to a short listed book and spoke about their favourite character and part of the story. The 
Foundation students worked beautifully with their buddy and really enjoyed this process. Foundation 
students had a fantastic time at their first Book Week Parade. It was lovely to see so many families come 
along. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 1 students loved celebrating Book Week! They participated in so many fun book week activities, 
such as buddy reading, listening to shortlisted books, writing character descriptions, book parade and 
craft activities.  
ñI liked the book week parade because I loved everyone's costumesò- Sebastian 1A  
ñI liked when the Grade 5s came to us and they read three different books to usò - Fatima 1A  
ñI loved the book week parade and high fiving everyone. I liked reading the shortlisted books.- Aaron C 
ñI really liked when we went to the parade and I got to high-five everyoneò - Phoebe W, 1B 
ñI liked when we dressed up. I was Iron Man!ò - Leo D, 1B 
ñI loved the parade and seeing everyone dressed upò - Poppy B, 1B 
ñI really liked how the Grade Fours read to us.ò  Chloe T 



ñMy favourite book was Winston and the Indoor Cat.ò  Olivia P 
ñ I really liked how the book, óWhat Do You Call Your Grandmaô had a Yiayia in it.ò Cameron B 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Book Week, 2A enjoyed reading the shortlisted book Walk of the Whales by Nick Bland. Students 
used the book as inspiration for persuading others whether the whales should stay on land or go back to 



the ocean.  They also compared the impact the whales had on the land and on the ocean using a Venn 
Diagram. 
 
2A loved sharing a reading experience with 4C in the library. Students selected picture books from the 
library shelves and enjoyed reading for pleasure in our amazing library space. 

 

 

During Book Week 2B celebrated and read shortlisted books and studentsô reading and writing were 
based around these quality texts. We also engaged in a Book Week Parade dressed as our favourite 
book characters. Our Book Week writing was fantastic and our buddy reading experience was an 
absolutely brilliant way to share our love of reading! Inaya said, ñI was so happy and joyful because we 
got to play imaginary games with our costumes during play times. Indigo was flying off the hill as an 
alicorn. I was giving her boost powers.ò 



 

 
 

 



 
In Week 8, 2C enjoyed reading the Book Week shortlisted book Jetty Jumping by 
Andrea Rowe and illustrated by Hannah Sommerville. The author used lots of 
verbs to describe the actions on and off the jetty. Students decorated their own 
graffiti walls with verbs from the story and from their own independent reading 
books. Students also completed Y Charts describing what the main character, 
Milla, might be able to see, feel and hear, from the jetty.  
 

 

During Book Week, 2C loved participating in the whole school Book Parade and had the best time 
engaging in shared partner reading in the library, with 4B students. 
 

 

 



Grade 3A loved dressing up as our favourite characters as part of our whole school book parade and 
sharing books during our buddy reading session. We especially enjoyed creating our own narratives 
using the 7 Steps of Writing process. Students examined Jetty Jumping by Andrea Rowe to see how 
other writers use the pebble, rock and boulder stages to keep us in suspense. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow! What a fun and engaging Book Week it has been for 4A. This week we invited our buddies to read 
óThe Walk of the Whalesô with us in class and worked together to write our own book reviews, discussing 
the characters and parts we enjoyed the most. We also had the opportunity to share some of our 
favourite picture books with 1B and show how rewarding reading can be. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4B worked with the grade 1 students during Book Week, preparing a small reading activity for the 

students to work through after they read a picture story book together. Once the activity was complete, 

the grade 1 students chose a book to share with the grade fours.  During the week we were also lucky to 

visit Essendon Keilor College and enjoy their presentation of ñCharlie and the Chocolate Factory.ò This 

was enjoyed by everyone. 

 

 



 

 

 

In 4C all the seniors went to Essendon Keilor College (EKC) to watch an amazing performance of 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. A congrats to Shaylee a 4C student who won an award for book 
week. Seeing our buddies all dressed for Book Week was so CUTE! And doing a book review on a story 
was very interesting. A very exciting week 7 for 4C. 
-written by Lola and Lam 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

     

     
 

 

 

 



During Book Week, 5A celebrated by listening to a Short Listed Book, where they had to pick a character 
and infer their character traits and their contributions. They also visited the grade preps where they read 
a picture story book and asked them questions related to it.  

 

 

 

 

During Book Week, 5B students celebrated by reading for enjoyment, writing a book review on their 
favourite book and dressed up as their favourite author or character. The Grade 5ôs also paid a visit to 
the Grade 1ôs and in small groups read them a story. 

 

  

 

6B  
During Science Week 6B took part in a Marble Run Challenge. Students worked in teams to create a 
marble run in 25 minutes that could run a marble down it for as long as possible. Congratulations to the 
winning team Bananas in Pyjamas who had the longest time of 22 seconds. 

 

   



 

 

 

 

Physical Education 
Congratulations to all the 5 & 6 students who were selected to represent Avondale Primary School at our 
District Basketball Round Robin. We are very proud of the positive behaviours that all our students 
displayed, being respectful to each other and everyone else involved whilst working hard during each 
basketball match.  
Congratulations to the girls team who placed 3rd overall and the boys team who placed 2nd overall, a 
huge credit to their hard work and determination.  

 



 
  

 

 
Week 7: Monday 22nd August - Friday 26th August 

STUDENT 
NAME  

 

GRADE AWARDED FOR 

Paris M Foundation 
A 

For demonstrating how to be a learner by working collaboratively to complete a 
ōƻƻƪ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŀƭƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀƭŜǎΩΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ tŀǊƛǎΗΗ 

Isaac P Foundation 
B 

For being a learner and always trying hard to write unfamiliar words in writing 
tasks. Keep it up Isaac! 

Lachlan F Foundation 
C 

For being an amazing learner and trying very hard to write independently. Keep it 
up Lachlan! 

Mason M  1A For being a persistent learner. Mason has been trying very hard during our writing 
lessons to remain focused and write in lowercase letters. 

Poppy B 1B For being a kind and respectful friend in the classroom and playground! Well done 
Poppy!  

Ajay R 1C CƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ {ǘŜƭƭŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Ψ{ǘŜƭƭŀǊǇƘŀƴǘΩΦ 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK ïTerm Three: Weeks 7 and 8 



Enrique S 2A For being an amazing learner and working very hard to use your letter sound 
knowledge to read new words. Keep up the amazing work! 

George 2B For being a persistent learner and showing excellent improvements in his writing. I 
love how you even self-edit your work now - brilliant!!!   

Ethan T 2C For being a confident learner. Ethan used fabulous maths talk and problem solving 
during our division math session! Keep it up Ethan!  

Chanel C 3A For being a smart learner by practising a range of strategies when multiplying! 

Lynton F 3C For being an amazing learner by practising your spelling words, to produce 
excellent post-test results! 

Kiran L 4A An eager role model who consistently strives to do his best.  

Tyrone U 4B For his excellent responses during the cause and effect reading sessions. 

Ali M 4C For demonstrating how to be a learner through her enthusiastic and adaptive 
approach towards our buddy reading activity. 

Sienna  5A For always trying her best when completing work! Keep it up Sienna.  

Saketh 5B 
 

For reading with great expression and fluency and making connections to the text 

 

Ryan N 6B For being a resilient learner and actively participating in all Book Week Activities. 
Well done Ryan! 

Zyon E    5A Performing 
Arts 

for being a responsible learner. Zyon did an excellent job working collaboratively in 
his group to choreograph a dance.  Keep up the great work!   

Ayden B   FA  Visual Arts  Being a responsible learner. Ayden did an excellent job with using primary colours 
to create secondary colours in his finger painting.  

Ilina P FA PE  F-2 For being an amazing learner. Ilina came to the lesson focused and ready to learn, 
following instructions and actively participated throughout the lesson. 

 

Stewart L 5B PE 3-6 For being a positive learner. For being persistent and working hard during our 
Lacrosse lesson. Stewart displayed respectful behaviours and great skill throughout 

the activities. 
 

 

Week 8: Monday 29th August - Friday 2nd September 

STUDENT 
NAME  

 

GRADE AWARDED FOR 

Liana R Foundation 
A 

For demonstrating how to be a learner by actively listening to the ǎǘƻǊȅ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
5ƻƻǊōŜƭƭ wŀƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ н ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ п ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
Excellent work! 

Chloe Foundation 
B 

For being a learner. Chloe independently used her letter sound knowledge to write a 
message for her Dad. Keep up the great work Chloe! 



An H Foundation 
C 

For being a responsible learner by editing and improving your work and highlighting 
when you have achieved a writing goal. Keep up the great work An! 

Aaron C  1A For being a confident learner by representing the number 19 in different ways and 
sharing this with the class.  

Daniel W 1B CƻǊ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǊŜǘŜƭƭ ƻƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪ of 
ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀƭŜǎΩΦ 

Roy N 1C For being a learner, writing a detailed retell of the Walk of the Whales Book 
including a beginning, middle and end. 

Brittany H 2A For being an amazing learner adding detail to enhance her writing pieces. Well done 
Brittany! 
 

Christine A 2B For being a focused learner and showing growth in all areas. I love that you always 
try your personal best even when tasks are tricky.  

Samuel S 2C For being a confident learner and using his problem solving skills to find multiple 
answers to our open ended division question! Great job explaining your thinking and 
linking multiplication and division Sam.  

Avneet G 3B For being a responsible member of our class, always helping to make sure our class 
runs smoothly.  

Harry H 3C For being a confident learner by presenting to the class, a detailed and interesting 
family history project on his Pa! 

Jed K 4A For always going out of his way to show compassion and respect to others.  
 

Zach N 4C For being a learner and prepared to take on board feedback to improve his 
informative writing skills. 

Rebecca N 5A For making such a big improvement in fractions. Keep it up Rebecca! 

Maneli 5B 
 

For making great progress in maths when converting fractions to decimals and 
percentages. 

Mason B 6A For showing all of the qualities of great leadership on the playing field and in the 
classroom 

Arad P 6B Excellent participation in our classroom debates and exploration of the 
parliamentary process of how a bill is passed. 

Astara S  5A Performing 
Arts 

For being a responsible learner. Astara led her dance group with positivity and 
enthusiasm. Keep up the great work!   

Chloe T  1C  Visual Arts  Being a responsible learner. Chloe did a fantastic job with making and writing a 
special card for her Grandpa. 

Arya S 2B Italian F-2 Being an enthusiastic learner and putting lots of effort into his Italian work 

Poppy E 4B Italian 3-6 Being an enthusiastic learner and stepping up to help other groups during their 
presentations. 

Leila H PE  F-2 For being an amazing learner. Leila displayed great listening skills and persisted 
throughout our PE lesson. 



Ava V PE 3-6 For representing her school highly at our Basketball Round Robin. Ava showed 
exceptional skill and consistently worked hard for her teammates all day. 



 



COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 


