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Hello to our Avondale community, 
 
This yearôs Book Week parade on August 22 was based 

on Read, Grow, Inspire. Our students and staff did us 

proud, dressing up as their favourite book character. 

Some of the books our staff represented were Pig the Pug 

series, The Day the Crayons Quit, Thing 1 and Thing 2, 

Woody, Sponge Bob, Minnie Mouse and The Hungry 

Caterpillar. We had many families in attendance, helping 

us to celebrate this annual event and it was great to see 

our families get into the spirit of the day. A big thankyou to Mr Lumby for his DJ expertise and ensuring there was lots 

of fun for our grades to show off their costumes.  

 

 
Our staff continued to engage in our numeracy journey with consultant, Margarita Breed, who modelled learning 

experiences in the classroom and followed up with a debrief with PLCs. This focused approach has supported our 

teachers to plan learning experiences with greater differentiation and increased engagement, alongside a focus on 

students articulating their understanding. Staff also came together to build their knowledge of problem solving in our 

staff professional learning session after school. 

Our Professional Practice Day on Wednesday August 30 saw staff planning and preparing learning experiences, 

including assessment and moderation of student learning, collaboration, curriculum development and professional 

learning. 

Ms Heywood and myself attended the Victorian Principalôs Association Conference last week and had the opportunity 

to hear some amazing presenters, including Dale Sidebottom, a play consultant and Dan Haeslar, a performance and 

leadership coach. Our biggest take away was the way the presenters unpacked the theme Future Schools, Future 

Leaders, with a focus on wellbeing. 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday September 1 Grade 5/6 Basketball Round 

Robin for allocated students 

Monday September 
4 

Sports Day special lunch 
orders close 

Tuesday September 
5 

School Council Meeting 
6.30pm 

Wednesday 
September 6 

Cookie Dough fundraising 
drive delivery 

Grade 3/4 Lady Northcote 
Camp final payment due 

Friday September 8 
 

Avondale Sports and Special 
lunch order Day 
*Dress up in your sports 
colours 

Wednesday, 
September 13 ï 
Friday September 
15 

Grade 3/4 Lady Northcote 
Camp 

Friday September 
15 

Last Day Term 3 
2.15pm  



Thankyou to our fundraising team and volunteers for planning and running our Fathers and Special Persons Day stall. 

It was great to see our students independently select a gift they thought was most appropriate for their special person 

(or maybe themselves). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely day celebrating Fathers and Special Persons Day on Sunday, September 3.  

  
Have a lovely weekend,  
Jill Benham, Principal and Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal 
 

 
All students are expected to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears (legionnaire, broad-brimmed or 
bucket hat) whenever they are outside during mid-August to the end of April.  
 
From Monday September 4 'NO HAT, NO PLAY' will be enforced.  
 
Thank you for your support.  

 
The Sydney Street gate has had a code lock installed on it. Families attending TeamKids will 

be given the code to access the gate before and after school hours. Just a reminder to all 

families that supervision in the school yard begins at 8:30am. No student should be 

unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are attending Team Kids.  

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents / caregivers / guardians think of our school. The Parent 
/ Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education that is designed 
to assist schools in gaining an understanding of familiesô perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, and 
student engagement. The survey is optional, however, we encourage all families to participate. Our school will use 
the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

All families are invited to participate in the survey. The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey is open for 
all families to participate in and needs to be completed by Friday 8 September 2023. We really do value your 
feedback. 

The survey is conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 
within the survey period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available 
in English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified 
Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. The survey results will be communicated to parents / caregivers / 
guardians through annual reporting. Last year we used the survey results to plan our 2023 Annual Implementation 
Plan. Please see the Compass post for the survey link and password or speak to the main office or member of the 
leadership team if you would like more information. 
 
 
 
 

SUNSMART POLICY ï NO HAT, NO PLAY 

TEAM KIDS ï SYDNEY STREET GATE 

PARENT /CAREGIVER / GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY 



 
 

 
On Tuesday 5th September students at Avondale P.S. will watch a live stream safety lesson exploring the concept 
of consent presented by the Daniel Morcombe Foundation. 
 
The engaging, evidence-based, educational videos teach age-appropriate personal safety strategies in an 
empowering manner and will provide real-world scenarios students can use when they need to give or refuse 
consent, with links directly aligned to the Australian Curriculum, version 9. 
ÅExplore how to seek, give or deny permission respectfully when sharing possessions or personal space  
ÅDescribe strategies for seeking, giving or denying consent and rehearse how to communicate their intentions 
effectively and respectfully  
 
This important event aims to raise awareness about child safety in Australia and empower individuals to take 
action to protect children from harm. 
 
The live stream countdown will start at 8.45am AEST on 5 September, with the Junior and Early Years lesson first, 
and then at 9.45am AEST for the Upper Primary lesson to begin at 10am AEST. 
 

 

 

Grade Student Grade Student 

Foundation A Ben C Grade 3B Mia 

Foundation B Dexter Grade 3C Ryan H 

Foundation C Imogen Grade 4A Riya 

Grade 1A Roshia Grade 4B Levi 

Grade 1B Konstantina Grade 4C Summer 

Grade 1C Sam H Grade 56A Lachlan 

Grade 2A Poppy Grade 56B Sidney 

Grade 2B Ryan M Grade 56C Emma 

Grade 2C Aiden Grade 56D Neel 

Grade 3A Martina Grade 56E Catherine 

 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIAôS BIGGEST SAFETY LESSON ï DANIEL MORCOMBE FOUNDATION 

BOOK WEEK PARADE 2023 



 

 

 

We have noticed that students are arriving at school prior to 8:30am. Just a 

reminder to all families that supervision in the school yard begins at 8:30am. No 

student should be unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are 

attending Team Kids. 

Please ensure that you are not walking through the school car park when arriving 

and exiting the school. 

Over the holidays, Moonee Valley Council are installing zebra crossings at our 

Wood Street ï Sydney Street roundabout. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Friday 8th of September, 2023 

 

 

 

Students can come dressed in their favourite sports colours/outfits. There will be awards given out for 

students showing our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Learning.  

 

 

 

 

From 2:25pm parents are welcome to join us in our annual grade 6 football marking competition and 

parents football kicking competition.  

Prizes will be awarded to winners of these competitions. 

At 3pm our Friday assembly will commence.  

SAFETY AND SUPERVISION 

AVONDALE PRIMARY WHOLE SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 



 
 

 

It takes a village to raise a child. We deliver cyber safety and digital wellbeing education that meets the needs of 

students, staff and parents, creating partnerships that continue to support your whole community. 

On Wednesday 11th October students will participate in an incursion learning about Digital Safety with the Cyber 

Safety Project. Information about what each cohort of students will learn is detailed below. 

FOUNDATION TO YEAR 2 

Our youngest students explore how to be safe online with help seeking a focus in this session. Students will practice 

the skill of Thinking About How You Feel and tap into their emotions. Unsafe online feelings such as scared, worried, 

nervous, sad, mad, angry or confused will lead them to S.T.O.P. what they are doing and seek help. Students will 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀŦŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 

People, Strange People, Tricky People and Unkind People. 

 

YEAR 3 AND 4 

Our middle students will explore the places they may go online to connect, learn and play, identifying different 

personal, private and public spaces. Students will evaluate who might be able to see them, whilst carefully 

considering the type of information they share. The theme of making good digital choices will lead students to think 

about their personal and public information and how to protect this by crafting long and strong passwords for their 

personal online accounts. 

YEAR 5 AND 6 

Our eldest students will be empowered to establish skills to self manage their own digital lives in this interactive 

digital safety session. Students will uncover how easy it can be to overshare online and find ways to protect their 

privacy and personal data. Students will be made aware of social protocols online and will consider their 

responsibilities as online citizens by discussing how they can establish positive and respectful relationships online. 

Families also have access to the following online Parent and Guardian Webinar Series. To access these webinars scan 
the QR code and register.  
 

CYBER SAFETY PROJECT  



 

  



TEAM KIDS ï SPRING DANCE PARTY 

 

You're invited to TeamKids' EPIC Spring Dance Party  
Dance shoes on and get ready to bust those moves for the celebration of the term! 

You don't want to miss out on this unbe-LEAF-able event  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Foundation A students had an enjoyable week celebrating Book Week. They eagerly engaged with a 
variety of shortlisted books including "Snap!", "Bev and Kev", "The Best Hiding Place" and "Jigsaw". Exciting 
activities related to these books were organized, in which students enthusiastically participated. They 
created frogs, designed animals and wrote what noises their animals could make. Students created jigsaw 
pieces with pictures and things they loved.  

  

   

 

To celebrate Book Week, Grade 4B joined their Foundation B buddy for some partner reading. The Grade 
4 students used their library time to select a book that they thought their buddy would enjoy listening to. 
They also did a craft activity with their buddy after listening to the short listed book, óSnapô. More photos are 
shown in 4Bôs section! 
 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

Literacy and Book Week  



 

 

 
 

 
    

Over the last fortnight Foundation C have had an enjoyable week celebrating Book Week. We listened and 
enjoyed a variety of shortlisted books including "Snap!", "Bev and Kev", "The Best Hiding Place" and 
"Jigsaw", we created frogs, designed animals and wrote what noises their animals could make. Our buddies 
from 4A joined us for a session, which included partner reading and an exciting activity that they created. 

 



  

  

  



  

Grade 1  
Last Week, we celebrated Book Week. The theme for 2023 was óRead, Grow, Inspireô Students (and 
teachers) enjoyed dressing up as their favourite book characters and showing off their costumes during the 
parade. We have been listening to the shortlisted books and incorporated the story óBev and Kevô into our 
Respectful Relationship lesson about being a good friend and working collaboratively. We also read the 
story óMarket Dayô and used this to create our own class market in Numeracy. Students had $10 to spend 
and could choose their own items to buy. Students also had the opportunity to buddy read with the Grade 3 
students. What a busy but fun week!  

 

 
1A 

 
Market Day - Maths Activity 

 
1A Buddy Reading with 3A 



 
1B 

 

 
Market Day - Maths Activity 

 
1C 

 
Buddy Reading with 3C 

 
Market Day - Maths Activity 

To celebrate Book Week, 2A engaged in a range of activities inspired by the shortlisted books Lionel and 
Me, Market Day and Jigsaw: A Puzzle in the Post. We made postcards, wrote guess the food clues, created 
a class jigsaw and played Find Someone Whoé bingo. We also engaged in a buddy reading session with 
5/6D where the students shared their information booklets that they had written on a country of their choice 
and the Grade 5/6s shared their narratives. The students had a blast dressing up as their favourite book 
characters and celebrating with the school community. 



 

 

 



 

 

Last Week, Grade 2B celebrated Book Week. Students and teachers enjoyed dressing up as their favourite 
book characters and participating in our whole school book parade. In class, we listened to shortlisted books 
including Jigsaw: A Puzzle in the Post, Lionel and Me and Market Day. We focused on predicting, making 
connections and also inferring. Whilst reading Jigsaw: A Puzzle in the Post we made a connection that in 2B 
we are all a piece of the puzzle that all belong in our classroom. We made a display encapsulating this 
message. The 2B students also loved participating in shared reading with 5/6E, where they listened to older 
students read to them and had a go at reading also. 

 



 

 



 

 

Grade 2C 
Last week was Book Week! We had Pearl the Unicorn, Dragon Girl, Spiderman, a Minecraft character, 
Dogman, Mirabel from Encanto and Thing 1, in our class, along with many other AMAZING book week 
characters! We really enjoyed celebrating books and reading during Book Week. 



 

 

Grade 3A celebrated book week by dressing up as their favourite book characters, and participated in the 
annual óBook Week Parade.ô Later on in the day, 3A caught up with students from 1A and partnered up to 
read their choice of a picture story book borrowed from our school library. Everyone enjoyed their time 
together and celebrated the day by reading a great choice of books! 



  

 

Grade 3C students celebrated Book Week by enjoying some partner reading time with 1C students in the 
library. Students loved sharing their favourite picture story books with a buddy and also exploring some of 
the new books available to borrow this term. 

 

 



 

 

Grade 4A thoroughly enjoyed being a part of our whole school community event. The Book Week Parade 
was a lot of fun. It was also great to share our love of reading to our Foundation buddies. Students used 
their understanding of the author's purpose to select a picture story book to read to their buddy. They also 
prepared a little follow up activity to learn more from their book experience.   

 

 

 

 


