
     AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL      
     NEWSLETTER #12   Friday August 18, 2023 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Hello to our Avondale community, 
 
This week our Grade 5/6 students headed to Phillip 
Island for a 3 day camp where they engaged in a range 
of activities and experiences, including visiting the 
Penguin Parade, Twin Flying Fox, Giant Swing, Team 
Rescue, Initiatives Course, Indoor and Outdoor Games 
and Disc Golf. A big thank you to our Grade 5/6 team 
and specialist teachers who attended this camp and 
supported our students to ensure that they brought 
home many fabulous memories. 
 
During our Curriculum Day on Friday August 4th our staff 
engaged in a range of professional learning. We were 
fortunate to have Sharah Clark, Disability Inclusion 
Senior Implementation Officer (SWVR) leading this 
session, supporting us to build our knowledge of 
Disability Inclusion, including identifying the strengths, 
needs, and educational adjustments schools can make 
for individual students, as well as furthering our 
commitment to embedding inclusive education for 
students with disability and additional needs. 
 
Staff also analysed whole school NAPLAN data 
exploring changes to the reporting of Literacy and 
Numeracy results in 2023. This year, the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority introduced 
new standards to NAPLAN reporting. Four proficiency standards have replaced the 10 numerical bands and 
national minimum standard. Discussions centered around what the school has been focusing on as part of the 
School Strategic Plan and Annual Implementation Plan, what changes we are aiming to achieve and what impact  
we were expecting to have this year, based on what we have done. 
 
Principalôs Day on Friday 4 August was celebrated in style, with amazing art work with flowers, pizzas and posters, 
creative writing, letters, cards, crowns, flowers, paper chains, shout outs and bunting created by our students and 
teachers. We received many thoughtful comments that truly highlighted the reason we both choose to work in 
education. We feel very fortunate to work with our students each day and be a part of the Avondale community. 

We are looking forward to having lots of fun next week, celebrating Book Week and look forward to our families 
joining us at the Avondale Precinct community gym for our Book Week Parade next Tuesday morning. 

Have a lovely weekend,  
Jill Benham, Principal and Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday, August 22 Book Week Dress Up Day 

 
Book Week Parade 9am ï 
11am 

Wednesday August 
23 

Cookie Dough fundraising 
drive closes 

Thursday August 
24 

Second hand uniform shop 
open 8.45-9.15am 

Monday August 28 Book Club #6 closes 

Wednesday, 
August 30 

STAFF COMMON 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
DAY ï No students at school 
*Team Kids open 

Thursday August 
31 

Fathers and Special persons 
Day stall 
 

Friday September 1 Grade 5/6 Basketball Round 
Robin (selected students) 

Monday September 
4 

Special lunch order closes 

Tuesday September 
5 

School Council Meeting 
6.30pm 

Wednesday 
September 6 

Cookie Dough fundraising 
drive delivery 

Grade 3/4 Lady Northcote 
Camp final payment due 

Friday September 8 
 

Avondale Sports Day and 
Special lunch order day 

Wednesday, 
September 13 ï 
Friday September 
15 

Grade 3/4 Lady Northcote 
Camp 

Friday September 
15 

Last Day Term 3 
2.15pm  



Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents / caregivers / guardians think of our school. The Parent 
/ Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education that is designed 
to assist schools in gaining an understanding of familiesô perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, and 
student engagement. The survey is optional but we encourage all families to participate. Our school will use the 
survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

All families are invited to participate in the survey. 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 7 August to Friday 8 September 
2023. 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient 
time within the survey period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be 
available in English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, 
Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. The survey results will be communicated to parents / 
caregivers / guardians through annual reporting. Last year we used the survey results to plan our 2023 Annual 
Implementation Plan. Please see the Compass post for the survey link and password or speak to the main office 
or member of the leadership team if you would like more information. 

 

 
 

BOOK WEEK PARADE Tuesday 22nd August  ï 9:00am ï 10:50am 
 

Avondale Heights Community Precinct Stadium: Gym across the road from school, in Clarendon Street. 
Parents and carers are welcome to attend this event.  
Please ensure students are at school on time, so we can check attendance and walk all grades to the Gym. 
A prize will be awarded to one student in each class whose costume best demonstrates this yearôs theme, with 
emphasis on creativity and homemade costumes. 

 

We have noticed that students are arriving at school prior to 8:30am. Just a 

reminder to all families that supervision in the school yard begins at 8:30am. No 

student should be unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are 

attending Team Kids. 

Please ensure that you are not walking through the school car park when arriving 
and exiting the school 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PARENT /CAREGIVER / GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY 

BOOK WEEK 19-25 AUGUST 

SAFETY AND SUPERVISION 



 

AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL SPORTS 

DAY 

Friday 8th of September , 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students can come dressed in their favourite sports colours/outfits. 

There will be awards given out  for students showing our school values 

of Respect, Responsibility and Learning.   

 

 

From 2:25pm  parents are welcome to join us in our annual grade 6 

football marking competition  and parents football kicking competition.  

Prizes will be awarded to winners  of these competitions.  

At 3pm our Friday assembly will commence.   

 

AVONDALE PRIMARY WHOLE SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 



 

 

What is TikTok? 

TikTok is a social network for sharing user-generated videos, mostly 

of people lip-synching to popular songs. Users can create and 

upload their own videos, many of which feature people lip-synching 

to popular songs. You can also browse and interact with other users' 

content, which covers a wide range of topics, songs, and styles. 

These videos can be grouped by hashtags, which often correspond 

to challenges, memes, or current events (like #pandemiclife). 

How safe is TikTok? 

Using any social network can be risky, but it's possible for kids to safely use the app with adult supervision (and 

a private account). TikTok has different rules for different ages: 

Users under age 13 can't post videos or comment, and content is curated for a younger audience. 

For kids age 13 to 15, accounts are private by default. Only friends can comment on videos, and other 

users can't duet (explained below) with your videos. 

Only users age 16 and over can livestream and use direct messaging, and only users over 18 can buy, send, or 

receive virtual gifts. 

In March 2023, TikTok announced a time limit of 60 minutes/day on users under 18, requiring a password to be 

entered for further access to the platform. 

TikTok also offers some tools for parents and caregivers to further limit how much time kids spend on the app 

and what kids can see. Parents and caregivers can also use Restricted Mode to reduce mature content, or 

Family Safety Mode to pair their account with their kid's account to control settings completely. 

How does TikTok work? 

TikTok users sign up with a phone number, an email address, or a third-party account such as Facebook and 

Instagram. Once logged in, you can find videos by searching for popular creators, categories (like comedy, 

animals, sports), and hashtags. Or you can use your phone contacts or social media followers to find friends 

already on the app. Many kids on TikTok like to create videos, but plenty of people don't post themselvesðthey 

just use the app to find and follow content creators. 

Is TikTok appropriate for kids? 

TikTok can be a kid-friendly experience if you supervise your kids, use safety settings, and stick to songs you 

already know. But TikTok's emphasis on popular music means many videos include swearing and sexual lyrics, 

so it may not be age-appropriate for kids to use on their own 

As with social media apps like Instagram and Snapchat, TikTok has a commercial element that encourages 

people to buy stuff. Users can also earn TikTok Reward points by inviting friends to download the app, and then 

they can redeem those points for coupons from brands like Sephora and Uber. 

What age is TikTok recommended for? 

Common Sense recommends the app for age 15+ mainly due to the privacy issues and mature content. TikTok 

requires that users be at least 13 years old to use the basic TikTok features, although there is a way for younger 

kids to access the app. 

For more information visit https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok 

 

 

 

 

 

CYBERSAFETY  - TikTok 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok


 

 

TIME TO RAISE DOUGH FOR AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FUNDRAISING EVENT  
  

Thank you so much for supporting Avondale Primary through fundraising. This term, we are running a Billy Gôs 
Gourmet Cookie Dough fundraiser to raise money for new play equipment. Billy Gôs Gourmet Cookie Dough is 
an exciting fundraiser, made by an Australian, family owned and operated business. There are nine (9) dough-
licious flavours to choose from, including the most popular Choc Chunk and Caramel White Choc. 

  
You can also create your own cookie magic with the Golden Classic flavour ï the base of the Billy Gôs secret 
family recipe.  Add Hundreds & Thousands, macadamia and white chocolate pieces, anything you like: the sky is 
the limit on what you can create! There is even something for your special furry friends, with a cheese flavoured 
Doggie Dough!  Billy Gôs Gourmet Cookie Dough is exclusive to fundraising ï so stock up! 
  
Get started! Cookie dough orders must be placed online using the online platform. Create your childôs profile by 
visiting australianfundraising.com.au, and follow the instructions in the order form. Orders are open from 
07/08/2023 until 23/08/2023, so make sure you get rolling and create your online fundraising page today! 
 
How do prizes work? Every student who sells a tub will receive an incentive prize for their efforts! But why not 
aim higher? The more tubs you sell the more prizes you will receive! There are 12 prizes up for grabs, so why 
not set your own fundraising goal and aim for them all? Prizes are automatically ordered at the end of our 
fundraiser based on the number of tubs you have sold. Family and friends are your greatest supporters, so make 
sure you ask them for support. You will reach your fundraising goal in no time! 
  
You can Win Big!  Our highest tub seller will go into a draw to win a $10,000 JB Hi-Fi Shopping Spree OR a 
Playstation 5 Gaming Bundle.  Plus, every student that achieves all online virtual badges will win a Billy Gôs 
Cookie scented Plush Toy.   
  
Your Order Form containing more information will be handed out early next week. Happy fundraising! 
  
Thank you 
Avondale Fundraising team 
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A Fathers and Special Person's Day Stall will be held at school on Thursday, 31st 
August, in Learning Community 3.  
A follow up stall will be held Friday, 1st on the basketball court, before school, for 
those students who may have missed out or decided on another present, if stock is 
available. 
All presents will range in cost from $2.50 to $10.00.Please 
ensure money comes to school in an envelope or wallet 
with your child's name on it. 
 

All students will need to bring a REUSABLE CARRY BAG 
with them (plastic bags are unable to be provided) to 
ensure safe delivery home. and to help our environment.  

FUNDRAISING 

https://australianfundraising.com.au/


 

 

TEAM KIDS ï WORLD BOOK WEEK 

 

Are you ready to dive into the magical world of books? 

 

At TeamKids, we're reading stories we adore and letting 

our imaginations soar during World Book Week! 
Donôt miss out on all the FUN. Come along for a book-tastic 

adventure! 

Book NOW: www.teamkids.com.au/venues 
 

 

Did you know that you could be making great savings on 

your Before, After & School Holiday Care? 

 

CCS can now cover up to 90% of your childcare costs, 

depending on your combined annual income, covering 

incomes of up to $530,000! 

 

Getting assessed is EASY. Simply follow a few simple 

steps and you could be making great savings. 
So, families will be getting cheaper care and more families will have access to TeamKids! 
Now even more children will enjoy our epic clubs, events, fun zones, yummy food, friendly Educators and 

more! 

Download a fact sheet detailing the changes: 

 https://www.education.gov.au/child-care-subsidy-

campaign/resources/changes-child-care-subsidy 
  

Child Care Subsidy Calculator: 

https://www.startingblocks.gov.au/child-care-subsidy-

calculator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.teamkids.com.au/venues
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.education.gov.au%2Fchild-care-subsidy-campaign%2Fresources%2Fchanges-child-care-subsidy&data=05%7C01%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C82388c6e771046b630d108db9e0ab040%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638277540980947981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=up7673U4rDj%2Bz3Fpi447%2Bo2e%2F8YYZtHd8F2omp4s0os%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.education.gov.au%2Fchild-care-subsidy-campaign%2Fresources%2Fchanges-child-care-subsidy&data=05%7C01%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C82388c6e771046b630d108db9e0ab040%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638277540980947981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=up7673U4rDj%2Bz3Fpi447%2Bo2e%2F8YYZtHd8F2omp4s0os%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.startingblocks.gov.au%2Fchild-care-subsidy-calculator&data=05%7C01%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C82388c6e771046b630d108db9e0ab040%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638277540980947981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Avmf%2B5XmiH2%2FpUa488phqNyYd4ix4bfn%2BeSl%2B2oc35A%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.startingblocks.gov.au%2Fchild-care-subsidy-calculator&data=05%7C01%7CJenna.Heywood%40education.vic.gov.au%7C82388c6e771046b630d108db9e0ab040%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638277540980947981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Avmf%2B5XmiH2%2FpUa488phqNyYd4ix4bfn%2BeSl%2B2oc35A%3D&reserved=0


NEXT GENERATION ï TRAMS PROJECT 

 

 

 
 
 
 



LITTLE ANGLER KITS 

The Victorian Government is investing $1.5 million from the Recreational Fishing Licence Trust Fund to provide 
up to 95,000 Little Angler Kits to primary school aged children in Victoria. 
 
The free kits provide a wonderful school holiday activity for children with their families and help ease the cost of 
living, providing a fun activity close to home. 
 
Grade 5 students at all Victorian schools, including ours, will be offered the opportunity to receive a FREE Little 
Angler Kit. Grade 5 students have been selected based on the Victorian Curriculum focus, movement and motor 
development, and safety considerations. 
 
The program is entirely voluntary. Schools were provided with the option to opt out of the program. Our school 
has opted to stay in the program so that parents can decide whether they want their child(ren) to receive a free 
fishing kit. 
 
Parents of Grade 5 students can advise the school if they do not wish their child(ren) to participate for any 
reason whatsoever. We support parents in making decisions that align with their family values and beliefs. 
The roll out of kits will occur through the second half of 2023 (16 October - 4 December) so that all participating 
children will have a kit in time for the summer school holidays. 
 
The kits include a rod, reel with line, tackle tray, some tackle and information on how to use them to catch a fish. 
Please note that the tackle tray includes fishing hooks. The tackle tray will be wrapped in cardboard and placed 
inside a pocket inside the fishing kit bag, which will be sealed with a cable tie to discourage students from 
opening their kits until they are with a parent or carer. 
 
Kits will be handed out to students to take home with them as soon as the school receives them. Teachers will 
tell students not to open the kits until they are safely at home with a parent or carer, however parents can 
contact the school and request to collect their kit from the school themselves if they prefer. 
 
The Victorian Fisheries Authority will create a Little Angler hub on their website, which will be live when the kits 
start being distributed. It will have useful information, instructional videos and online resources about where and 
how to fish linking to existing resources from Fishcare and new resources to be produced just for the Little 
Angler Kits program. 
 
This initiative aims to grow recreational fishing participation in Victoria by actively encouraging primary school 
aged children to learn how to fish, as well as learning more about marine life and the natural environment. 

 
 
 

 

Foundation students celebrated Science Week through engaging in classroom experiments. They eagerly 
participated in hands-on activities, making predictions and unravelling the mysteries of various experiments. 
They discovered the "water in a zip lock bag" trick, where pencils were being poked through and water 
remaining within the bag. They also explored the reaction that occurs when warm water comes into contact 
with colourful skittles. Foundation students observed the rainbow walking experiment where water and food 
colouring travelled through the paper towels. 
Foundation students also participated in our Terrific Toy incursion exploring different toys and materials 
they were made of. We had lots of fun playing with all the different type of toys.  

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

Numeracy, Science  Week and Grade 5/6 Camp 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

  

 



Grade 1: This week was Science Week 'Innovation. Powering Future Industriesô We 
listened to the story óThis Little Scientistô and discussed future aspirations.  
Sofia - óI want to discover a new animalô 
Alfie - óI want to learn more about the sun and starsô 
Paris - óI want to discover how to change peopleôs voicesô 
We also made cornflour slime to explore non-Newtonian liquids which get thicker 
when pressed or pushed down. The cornflour is not actually dissolved in the water 
so when pressure is put on the mixture, the water molecules are pushed away. We 
have loved being scientists this week!   

 

 

 



  

   

  
 

Aimi - 1C 

In 2A we have been exploring the physical sciences through light and sound activities. We created a range 
of musical instruments from recycled materials and discussed the different sounds they make. We also 
placed figurines on a piece of paper outside to cast shadows and then traced these at different times 
throughout the day. The students were excited to notice how the shadows change size/shape and direction 
at different times of the day. 



   

  

In 2B we have been learning about shadows. We explored making shadows with an object in the morning 
and afternoon and traced these down on our paper. We noticed that the shadow was facing in another 
direction in the afternoon then when comparing it to our morning shadow. We also made our own puppet 
and made shadows with our puppets. 2B loved taking our learning outside! 



  

 

 



  

 

2C have built on our prior knowledge of light and sound. From making instruments to making shadows, 
we have had a SCIENCE filled week! Thank you to all our families who brought in recycled materials from 
home to support our making of instruments, which will be used for our end of term inquiry project. Along 
with creating instruments, Grade 2C also learnt this week that objects, such as shadow puppets and toys, 
can block light and cast shadows. 



 

 

 

 

This week 4A focused on experimenting with friction. Students posed hypotheses and explanations about 
what would happen to a rubber shoe and a tennis ball when released at the top of a slide.  
Students were surprised that the shoe travelled 3.7m and the tennis ball travelled another 5m. 
They were then challenged as engineers to make changes to the ball and shoe with newspaper and sticky 
tape to make them travel the same distance down the slide. Eventually we discovered that when we added 
a flat piece of paper to the sole of the shoe to make it smooth to reduce its friction it travelled a longer 
distance and when we wrapped the ball up with newspaper with lots of bumpy bits it caused more friction 
to make the ball slow down. Jessica and Haniaôs ball got very close to traveling the same distance as the 
shoe.  



 

 

 



 

  



Grade 4B 
This week the class was learning about different types of forces. They conducted experiments involving 
force, described their observations and considered what type of force was being applied. They also 
thought of other situations where they had seen this force in action. Students pulled on a slinky and let it 
go to help them understand what was making it spring back together. They used their breath to blow a 
tissue and considered what was making it move. They rubbed their hands together whilst wearing rubber 
gloves to consider the force that was stopping their hands from slipping. Whilst pulling the ends of a rope 
until it became tight,  students observed what happened when they pushed down on the rope in the 
middle. When rolling a car to a partner, they shared what was causing the car to move. Rubbing a balloon 
on their heads caused their hair to stand on end, due to static electricity. Students were able to explain 
why a bean bag falls to the ground after dropping it mid air. They also explored magnetic force through 
the use of magnetics. It was lots of fun! 

  

 

 



  

  

This week 4C has been focusing on multiplicative 
thinking. We have used manipulatives to show our 
understandings and expanded our knowledge with 
problems solving tasks like:   
 

 
 



  

  

Grade 5/6 Camp - Monday 14th August - Wednesday 16th August 

Our Grade 5/6 students and APS staff had a fabulous time on the Phillip Island Camp. They experienced  a 
range of activities, including visiting the Penguins, Twin Flying Fox, Giant Swing, Team Rescue, Initiatives 
Course, Indoor and Outdoor Games and Disc Golf. 



 

 

 

 

 

 


