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Hello to our Avondale community, 
 

What an exciting two weeks we have had.  

Last week, our Foundation students celebrated 100 days 

at school on Friday with a blast of colour with our 

Foundation teachers. Learning for the day was based 

around 100 and reflecting on their journey at school so far. 

Students demonstrated independence and confidence, 

beginning with their photo shoot in the morning to 

celebrating with their beautifully decorated crowns at 

assembly in the afternoon.  

 

We continued our learning with maths consultant Margarita Breed building on 

our understanding of the Big Ideas in number. Staff participated in learning with 

their Professional Learning community learning about partitioning. We learnt 

about the importance of students  creating their own fraction diagrams and 

representations on a number line by applying a range of well-known partitioning 

strategies.  
  

40 Grades 4, 5 and 6 students represented Avondale PS at 

the District Athletics at Aberfeldie Park. It was great to see so 

many families come along and encourage our students to 

demonstrate their personal best in all track and field events. 

Our students consistently lead the way, showing our school 

values of respect and responsibility throughout the day. 
 

This Monday, our students were very fortunate to have had a 

Q&A session with Kaine Baldwin, from the Essendon Football 

Club. Kaine explained to us all that he was selected in the 

2021 pre-season supplemental selection period by the 

Essendon FC and has played both AFL and VFL games. 

Kaine is also studying a Bachelor of Science at University. 

Our students asked many questions of Kaine, and our 

students were engaged in this process. Questions included: 

¶ What inspired you to play football? 

¶ How long ago was your last game? 

¶ Have you always wanted to play footy? 

¶ What is your mindset before a game? 

¶ Do you think you can make the finals? 

¶ What is your strategy to win a game? 

¶ Who is your biggest rival player? 

VISION STATEMENT: Avondale Primary School; a community that strives for 

excellence through high quality learning, engagement and wellbeing for all. 
 

VALUES: Learning, Respect, Responsibility 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, August 4  
 

TERM 3 CURRICULUM DAY 
ï No students at school 

*TeamKids open 

Monday August, 14 
ï Wednesday 
August 16 

Grade 5/6 Phillip Island 
Camp 

Wednesday, 
August 30 

STAFF COMMON 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
DAY ï No students at school 
*Team Kids open 

Thursday August 
31 

Fathers and Special persons 
Day stall 
 

Friday September 8 
 

Avondale Sports Day 

Wednesday, 
September 13 ï 
Friday September 
15 

Grade 3/4 Lady Northcote 
Camp 

Friday September 
15 

Last Day Term 3 
2.15pm  



¶ Do you play in the rain? 

¶ What do you eat before the game? 

¶ How do you feel when you lose a game? 

 

Our Grade 5/6 student leaders had an amazing experience on Monday, engaging in learning with 10 Kogakkan High 

School students and teachers organised by Rosehill SC. Our Grade 5/6 student leaders explored Japan without 

having to leave Australia, actively participating in a range of games whose origin is Japan. This included a question 

based musical chairs, knocking down the cups and beyblades. Our students, in thanking our visitors, reflected on 

loving the opportunity to learn new things and try new experiences. 

  

Staff have revisited our acknowledgment system, an essential feature of our SWPBS program, focusing on respect, 

responsibility and learning. Staff gave a shout out to another staff member for explicitly living our values and we are 

trialling this strategy in our classrooms, specialist classes and in our playground.  

  

There was a real buzz around school on Wednesday afternoon/evening 

as our parent teacher conferences got underway, celebrating student 

learning.  

 
Have a lovely weekend,  
Jill Benham, Principal                 Jenna Heywood, Assistant Principal  

 

SAVE THE DATE  
 
BOOK WEEK PARADE 
Tuesday 22nd August  ï 9:00am ï 10:50am 
 

 

 
e all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students coming 
to school each and every day. 
 
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in 
the later years of school. 
 
There is no safe number of days for missing school ï each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their 
educational outcomes. 
 
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading. 
Please speak to your child's classroom teacher to ask for advice or support related to school attendance. 

Top attendance tips for parents 
* Schools want to work in partnership with parents ï act early if you have any concerns by contacting your childôs 
school and asking for advice and support 
* Remember that every day counts 
* There is no safe number of days for missing school ï each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect 
their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 
* Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 
* Open and prompt communication with your childôs school about all absences is a good idea 
* Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family holidays during the 
term 
* Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your childôs attendance and wellbeing. Schools want to work 
in partnership with parents to support student attendance and wellbeing. 

 
 

ATTENDANCE  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

We have noticed that students are arriving at school prior to 

8:30am. Just a reminder to all families that supervision in the 

school yard begins at 8:30am. No student should be 

unaccompanied in the yard prior to this time unless they are 

attending Team Kids. 

Please ensure that you are not walking through the school car 

park when arriving and exiting the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectful Relationships promotes respect and gender equality and helps students learn how to build healthy 

relationships. It prepares students to face challenges by developing problem-solving skills and building resilience 

and confidence. 

Schools involved in the Respectful Relationships initiative are building a culture of respect and gender equality, 

by looking at their practices and policies to drive meaningful change. 

The Victorian Royal Commission into Family Violence recommended Respectful Relationships be introduced to 

all government schools (Recommendation 189). Evidence presented to the commission showed that family 

violence is the most pervasive form of violence perpetrated against women in Victoria. 

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials have been developed by 

experts from the University of Melbourneôs Graduate School of Education, based on evidence from reputable 

research bodies and leading authorities including: 

Å UNICEF 
Å VicHealth 
Å Australian Bureau of Statistics 
Å Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Å Australian Institute of Health and Wellbeing 
Å UNESCO 

SAFETY AND SUPERVISION 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 



 
TOPIC 8: POSITIVE GENDER RELATIONS  

Learning activities and information within this topic are tailored to each year level from Foundation to Grade 6, is 

age-appropriate and grounded in evidence. This topic has a focus on building an understanding of the effects of 

gender-based violence and focus on the standards associated with respectful relationships. Students develop the 

skills needed to solve problems, set boundaries within relationships, and play an active role within the prevention 

of gender-based violence. They develop peer support and help-seeking skills that can be applied in response to 

situations involving gender-based violence in family, peer, community or on-line relationships. 

 

 
 
Well done to all the students who have logged books and written book reviews on the Premiersô Reading 
Challenge website. So far, 7 students have completed the challenge. Avondale students have registered 
reading 361 books and written 212 book reviews. There are 36 days left to complete the Premiersô Reading 
Challenge. Happy Reading! 

 

An upstander is someone who chooses to support a person who is being abused or harmed. There are ways 

you can be an upstander online while keeping yourself safe. 

What is an upstander? 
If you see something thatôs not OK, like bullying or other abusive behaviour online, you have a choice: support 
the targeted person, or do nothing and keep scrolling. 
 
If you decide to help, youôve chosen to be an upstander. 
Situations you may see that are not OK: 
People making hurtful comments about someone in a gaming chat. 
Nasty rumours being spread about a person through direct messages. 
Memes being posted to make fun of a person óas a jokeô. 
A fake social media account being set up in someoneôs name to embarrass them or send nasty messages to 
their friends.  
Someoneôs pictures being shared when they were meant to be kept private. 
 
How can I be an upstander? 
By doing something to help a person being bullied or abused online, you can be part of creating a positive 
cultural change. 
 
Depending on your style, what you feel confident doing and how someone is being bullied or abused, you may 
choose a different way to help each time, and thatôs OK. All the options can have a huge positive impact. Here 
are some you can try on their own or combined with each other. 
 
Reach out to the person being bullied. 
 
Send a message to the person being bullied or abused. Ask if theyôre OK and offer your support. Whether 
theyôre your friend, or someone you only kind of know, a few words of support can go a long way. 
 
Remember to use supportive language. Itôs important to avoid phrases that might make them feel worse, like 
óYou must be so embarrassedô. You could say óHey are you OK? I saw what was posted and itôs not coolô. 
 
Let them know there are ways to get help, including reporting content.  
 
Call in other support 
Itôs important to call in other support if the drama is getting serious or the person who was bullied or abused 
seems really affected by what was posted online about them ï maybe theyôre not turning up to school or they 
seem really withdrawn or less talkative. 
 

PREMIERSô READING CHALLENGE 

CYBERSAFETY ï How to be an upstander 



Talk to a trusted adult like a parent, teacher or older sibling so they can help you work out what to do. You could 
show this page to them, to help explain whatôs happening. Or you could get advice about what to do from a free, 
confidential counselling and support service like Kids Helpline (for young people up to 25). 
 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/young-people/be-an-upstander 
 

 

 

Starting Monday ς  
TIME TO RAISE DOUGH FOR AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FUNDRAISING EVENT  
  
Thank you so much for supporting Avondale Primary through fundraising. This term, we are running a Billy Gôs 
Gourmet Cookie Dough fundraiser to raise money for new play equipment. 

  
Billy Gôs Gourmet Cookie Dough is an exciting fundraiser, made by an Australian, family owned and operated 
business. There are nine (9) dough-licious flavours to choose from, including the most popular Choc Chunk and 
Caramel White Choc. 
  
You can also create your own cookie magic with the Golden Classic flavour ï the base of the Billy Gôs secret family 
recipe.  Add Hundreds & Thousands, macadamia and white chocolate pieces, anything you like: the sky is the limit on 
what you can create! There is even something for your special furry friends, with a cheese flavoured Doggie 
Dough!  Billy Gôs Gourmet Cookie Dough is exclusive to fundraising ï so stock up! 
  
Get started! Cookie dough orders must be placed online using the online platform. Create your childôs profile by 
visiting australianfundraising.com.au, and follow the instructions in the order form. Orders are open from 07/08/2023 
until 23/08/2023, so make sure you get rolling and create your online fundraising page today! 
 
How do prizes work? Every student who sells a tub will receive an incentive prize for their efforts! But why not aim 
higher? The more tubs you sell the more prizes you will receive! There are 12 prizes up for grabs, so why not set your 
own fundraising goal and aim for them all? Prizes are automatically ordered at the end of our fundraiser based on the 
number of tubs you have sold. 
  
Family and friends are your greatest supporters, so make sure you ask them for support. You will reach your 
fundraising goal in no time! 
  
You can Win Big!  Our highest tub seller will go into a draw to win a $10,000 JB Hi-Fi Shopping Spree OR a 
Playstation 5 Gaming Bundle.  Plus, every student that achieves all online virtual badges will win a Billy Gôs Cookie 
scented Plush Toy.   
  
Your Order Form containing more information will be handed out early next week. Happy fundraising! 
  
Thank you 
Avondale Fundraising team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COOKIE AND BISCUIT DOUGH FUNDRAISER 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/young-people/be-an-upstander
https://australianfundraising.com.au/


 

 
This week on Monday the badge holders got to meet Japanese exchange students. We played some games and 
won some prizes, one of the games we played was called Rock, Paper, Scissors train. The aim of the game is to 
have the longest train. We also played Bey Blades and many more fun games. We also learnt some Japanese 
words. We all had so much fun and everyone was so sweet. It was a great experience. I would love to do this 
again. Thank you to Rosehill for setting this up. 
 
Mia Brown 5/6B 
 

 

 
 

PARENT / CAREGIVER / GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CAREGIVERS / GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents / caregivers / guardians think of our school. The Parent / 
Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education that is designed to 
assist schools in gaining an understanding of familiesô perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, and student 
engagement. The survey is optional but we encourage all families to participate. Our school will use the survey results 
to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

All families are invited to participate in the survey. 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 7 August to Friday 8 September 2023. 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 
within the survey period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in 
English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, 
Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. The survey results will be communicated to parents / caregivers / guardians through 
annual reporting. Last year we used the survey results to plan our 2023 Annual Implementation Plan. Please speak to 
the main office or member of the leadership team if you would like more information. 
 
 
 
 

KOGAKKAN HIGH SCHOOL INCURSION 



100 DAYS BRIGHTER  
The Foundation students had a fantastic time celebrating their 100th day of school on Friday, July 28th. 
To mark this special occasion, the students dressed up in vibrant, bright colours, adding an extra touch of 
excitement to the day.  
 
Throughout the day, students engaged in a variety of enjoyable activities that made the celebration 

memorable.They made 100 day crowns, participated in a writing activity where they shared their 
imaginative ideas about what they would buy with $100 and what they would do when they are 100 years 
old. Students also counted collections to 100, played a maths game called óRace to 100ô and had a 
foundation disco party.  
 
Congratulations, Foundation students! The teachers are incredibly proud of all that you have achieved so 
far. Keep shining brightly  

 

 

  

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

Student Voice and Agency 
 



   

 

  

 

 



 

 

  

 

 



As part of our Literacy Unit, Grade 1 students have been exploring non-fiction texts. Students have had the 
opportunity to choose their favourite farm animal, research about it and record facts. They have drawn 
pictures of their animal and made a 3D model using a variety of materials as part of a language 
experience.  

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

 
Christian 1C - Cows 
 

 
Marcus 1C - Horses 

 
Sienna 1C - Chickens 
 

 
Ann 1C ï Rabbits  

Weôre sure youôve heard that in Grade 2, our classroom chairs recently went on strike! We have been 
teaching students how to develop their student voice and sense of agency through persuasive writing. We 



have been using the OREO (Opinion, Reasons, Examples, Opinion) acronym to help structure writing 
pieces. 
Last week when the Grade 2ôs chairs decided to go on strike, students had to brainstorm reasons why this 
happened. They then developed an argument as to why they should/should not get their chairs back. 
 
Students then had a choice as to whether they would like to continue working without a chair or not.  

Here is the mentor text that inspired our work: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

 

 



  

Grade 3 students are looking forward to our upcoming pyjama day fundraiser! SRC reps worked with 
students to brainstorm a list of charities we would like to support and classes voted for their preferred 
choice. 

 

 



 

 

Grade 4A connected óStudent Agencyô to our reading focus on the purpose and structure of explanation 
texts and writing persuasively. 

 

 

 

 

(This reminder is on our 
whiteboard) 



 

 

 

Student Agency in 4A  
By Libona 
 
Thereôs many reasons why kids want to be at 
Avondale Primary School in 4A, but the main one is 
student agency. This means that kids get choices. 
Our teacher Mrs Roach is very inclusive. Examples 
of student agency are our classroom seating plan, 
Top 30 and the most enjoyable, Friday Funtime.  
 
How we do our seating plan is student agency 
because once a month we get to pick where we sit. 
We do this to help kids socialise and sit next to 
someone who will help them. Then the next month 
Mrs Roach gets to choose.  
 
The next example, Top 30, helps to motivate kids to 
work at their best. After all,  
Focus + Effort = Success. You must be wondering 
how this is student agency? Itôs because kids can 
pick their prize or they can get 15mins free time.  
 
Last but not least Friday Fun Time. This session is a 
time when kids can calm down and have some fun. 
We get to pick a fun game to play.  
 
It is obvious we have student agency, so join the 
best class 4A. 



Grade 4B 
 
Santi and Hayley have been wonderful SRC 
Representatives for class 4B. They attend weekly 
meetings and report back on what was discussed.  
 
This week all students were given the opportunity 
to share their ideas of what charity we would like to 
support in a fundraising activity. Most students in 
the class wish to support Seeing Eye Dogs. Other 
charities students would like to support are the 
Make A Wish Foundation and the Epilepsy 
Foundation too. 

  

Grade 4C 
Students in 4C are given Student Voice and 
Agency during our F.A.T. (Fun Activity Time) 
sessions on Fridays. In addition to this, once a 
week students can sit wherever they like according 
to the terms stated in the Seating Contract. 

 

 
 

 

 

In Grade 5/6A students actively participate in decision-making on ideas which shape their educational 
experiences. We have SRC representatives who attend weekly meetings and report back key points to the 
grade from their meeting. 

 



Over the past week we have also been focusing on Haiku, Shape, Kenning and Black Out Poetry. As a 
class the student decided which form of poetry they would like to explore each week. We end the lesson 
with a reflection where we share a personal favourite.   

Grade 5/6B  
Students in 5/6B are seen below participating in their reading group discussing magnets. Lots of 
connections were made to the text and one group member shared magnets from home for students to 
explore.   

 

 

Students below are sharing the game they programmed on the website Scratch. The aim of the game is for 
the cat to collect apples on its journey. 

 

  

We have been exploring enlarging Sphinx over the last few weeks. The examples below show Size 3 and 
Size 16 Sphinx. While completing this investigation students explored the topics of multiplication, area, 
square numbers and transformations. 



  

 

Italian 
In Italian, we have made a great start to our topics for the term.  
 
Foundation students have been learning the colours through song, colouring and creative pieces. Last 
week students created a butterfly in response to the song ófarfallina'. Students enjoyed being able to use 
their butterflies to sing the song identifying the colours they used in Italian. 


