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PRINCIPALõS REPORT Thursday April 30,  2009 

Dear Parents, 
 
School Council decides against merger optioné 
On Monday evening, School Council had a special meeting to consider the motion ñThat Avondale Primary School Council invites Western Metropoli-
tan Region to assist us to explore a merger with Milleara Primary School.ò  At the end of a challenging and taxing meeting the motion was defeated 
eight votes to two votes. 
 
I would like to support the Presidentôs statement in thanking Council members for their careful and diligent deliberation and Western Metropolitan 
Region for allowing us the opportunity to consider this merger proposal. 
 
Homework Policy (by Joe Scarfo, Curriculum Coordinator)é 
Thank you  to all those who returned the homework survey. The information you have provided will help formulate our new homework policy. I have 
collated the responses as shown below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were also a range of views expressed in the comments section of the survey, the following quotes demonstrate the variety of opinions: 

¶ ñHomework should reflect what was being taught in the classroomò 
¶ ñThere should be a balance of maths, literacy and general studiesò 
¶ ñThe time spent on homework should increase progressively from Prep to Grade 6ò 
¶ ñHomework shouldnôt become so great that it intrudes on family timeò 
¶ ñIt is important that homework becomes a part of a daily routine.ò 

 
I would like to thank staff for taking the time to read and reflect upon comments received, I believe that this will raise the quality of discussion as we 
formulate our new draft Policy Statement. The Education Subcommittee along with staff will draft a homework policy and this will appear in the news-
letter for parent comment. 

 

New Books purchased to support Premiers Reading Challenge (by Liz Oruba, Library)é 
The Premierôs Reading challenge has truly begun at Avondale Primary School.  With the purchase of over $2600 books from Borders Books taking 
us to about 70% of titles on the Premierôs Reading challenge list. The new titles will start drizzling out next week.  Some examples of titles include: 
Cox, Tania. Wolfôs Sunday Dinner.    Fox, Mem.  Where the Giant Sleeps. 
Donaldson, Julie. The Gruffaloôs Child.     Cabrera, Jane.  If Youôre Happy and You Know It! 
Carmody, Isobelle.  Little Fur.     Denton, Terry.  Wombat and Fox. Tales of the City. 
Edwards, Hazel. Hey Hippopotamus Do Babies Eat Cake?  
The complete new series of all Roald Dahlôs famous titles such as Fantastic Mr. Fox and Georgeôs Marvellous Medicine. Also the Morris Gleitzmanôs 
Toad series.Plus many, many more. All great books.  So, please encourage your children to keep reading! 
Have a great week 

 

 

In relation to homework as an integral part of the curricu-
lum, our community said: 

 

Most families believe that the type of homework is either 
appropriate or about right for their children.  

 

Please  note: not all parents responded 

to the  question about the type of 

Homework 



 

Dylan ï a goblin 

Vienna ï a zoo keeper 

Antonella ï a nurse 

Zoe ï a singer 

Nicholas ï a vet 

Tiana ï a zoo keeper 

Mikael ï a father 

Charlene ï a ballerina 

Tiffany ï a ballerina 

Pavlos ï a policeman 

Jordan ï a fireman 

Jai ï an animal rescuer 

Tony ï ambulance 

Mitchell ï a coffee man 

Innayat ï a ballerina 

Thomas ï a zoo keeper 

Annabelle ï an ice skat-

ing teacher 

Luca ï a Lamborghini 

driver 

Tala ï a doctor 

Karri ï a vet 

Tri ï a witch 

Megan - a ballet teacher 

Amie ï a princess 

Thien ï a princess 

Neve ï old 

Anastasia ï a chef 

Vanessa ï a princess 

Maklet ï a singer girl 

Priyenka ï a ballerina 

Holly ï a nurse 

Omar ï a flyer 

Victoria ï a dog 

Daniel M ï a parrot 

Benjamin ï a policeman 

Lewis ï a superhero 

Nga ï a ballerina 
 

 

Here is a list of what 

our preps would like 

to be when they 

grow up 

Swine Influenzaé 
On 24 April 2009, the World Health Organization (WHO) (http://www.who.int/en/) advised 
the Australian Government of an outbreak of swine influenza in Mexico and the United 
States. Cases have since been confirmed in Canada, Britain, New Zealand and Spain. 
This has lead to a pandemic alert which triggers certain actions but does not mean that a 
pandemic is inevitable. 
At the time this newsletter was published, no confirmed cases of this strain of swine influ-
enza have been identified in Australia. 

 

Level of alert in Australia 
Commonwealth and Victorian health authorities are currently monitoring the issue, includ-
ing increased international border controls, and have alerted doctors and hospitals. The 
Commonwealth will determine whether and when to escalate the level of response.  

 

Concerns about swine flu should be referred to any of the following: 
¶ Call the Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 1800 2007 ï for the general public and peo-

ple returning from the Americas with flu-like symptoms  
¶ Call Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 ï for expert health information and advice 

(24 hours, 7 days) 
¶ Call your doctor (GP) ï if you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fa-

tigue) and have travelled to Mexico or California, Arizona, New Mexico or Texas in 
the past seven days.  

¶ Call your local hospital ï if you have pneumonia and have travelled to Mexico or 
California, Arizona, New Mexico or Texas in the past seven days. 

¶ Visit the Victorian Government Health Information Web site for up-to-date informa-
tion for schools, children, parents and the community: 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/ideas/diseases/swine-influenza---influenza-a-h1n1-virus 

http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/ideas/diseases/swine-influenza---influenza-a-h1n1-virus


 

 Water saving tips: 
Half flush at the toilet when you 

can. 

 

Turn the tap off when you brush 

your teeth.  

Interesting things we learnt about water: 
 

I learnt that if you have a shower or go to the toilet 

etc.  

The dirty water goes down the drain all the way to a 

big factory (Treatment Plant) it then goes back to the 

ocean.  

 

Earth is 70% made of water. 

 

Hot water is lighter than cold water.  That is why a 

swimming pool feels warm on top and cold under-

neath. 

 

City West Waster Visit  to the 3/4s 


